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HE  three  Dutch  wars,  which 
ought  to  make  a  conflderable 
figure  in  the  Englifh  Naval 
Hifiory ,  have  been  very  flight - 
ly  touch’d  upon  by  our  Hifio - 
rians.  Even  Mr.  Burchet’j-  Accounts  of 
thofe  wars  are  fo  fhort ,  that  they  are  more 
apt  to  raife  the  reader’s  curiofity  than  to 
fatisfy  it.  ’ Twas  therefore  partly  to  /apply 
this  defect  that  I  refolved  to  publifh  the  fol- 
lowingfkeets.  What  advantages  1  have  had, 
to  qualify  me  for  fuch  an  undertaking ,  will 
appear  on  the  perufah 
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Befides  this ,  I  muft  coufefs  that  the  very 
incorrect  and  partial  accounts  which  1  have 
met  with  in  fame  foreign  hiftories  (particu¬ 
larly  in  Monfieur  de  Neufville\r  Hiftory  of 
Holland)  have  made  me  the  more  inclinable 
to  engage  in  this  undertaking .  For  1  can¬ 
not  hut  be  of  opinion ,  that  it  is  of  no  little 
concern  to  the  publick ,  that  actions  that 
were  bravely  perform'd  fhould  be  faithfully 
related 

As  this  undertaking  is  of  a  different  na¬ 
ture  from  that  of  Mr.  Burchet,  it  cannot 
1?ut,  for  the  moft  party  appear  new  even  to 
fuch  who  have  read  his  look.  Many  re¬ 
markable  ait  ions  are  here  inserted  which 
have  eft taped  the  notice  of  moft  hiftorians : 
And  many  others  are  related  with  fuch  va¬ 
riety  of  circumfiancesy  as  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  Englifh  hiftory.  Befides  this , 
a  judgment  is  often  made  of  the  credibility  of 
fails  and  ( to  render  the  account  of  Sea-affairs 
the  more  entertaining')  fuch  tranfaiiions  by 
landy  with  which  they  had  any  co7uieiliony 
are  injerted ;  as  alfo  the  eaufes  and  iffues 
of  the  fever al  wars. 
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As  I  have  every  where  endeavour'd  to  do 
juft  ice  to  our  nation ,  Jo  I  hope  it  will  appear , 
that  it  has  always  been  with  the  fir i ci eft 
regard  to  truth ;  as  far  as  the  treaties, 
manifeftoes,  proclamations  and  declarations 
of  princes  and  fates ,  and  the  letters  and 
journals  of  admirals ,  Ific.  Join  d  with  the 
tefiimonies  of  the  left  hiftorians  both  Englifh 
and  Foreigners,  could  yield  affiance* 

In  the  choice  of  hiftorians  a  due  diftinHion, 
has  been  made  between  fuch  as  writ  durinr 

J  o 

the  time  of  the  J'everal  wars,  who  were 
nfually  too  much  tranfported  with  the  heat 
ofpajfion,  and  fuch  as  writ  afterwards,  who 
were  both  cooler  and  better  inform'd.  Where 
any  cafe  is  dubious ,  the  accounts  of  both  par~ 
ties  are  produced ;  by  the  help  of  which , 
any  one  who  can  judge  by  a  Medium  may 
form  a  competent  notion  of  the  facts. 

No  other  remarks  are  made  but  fuch  as 
Jeemed  abfolutely '  necejjary  to  produce  a  juft 
idea  of  things  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  j 
and  thofe ,  tis  hop'd,  are  free  from  the  leaft 
tincture  of  malice  or  ill  manners. 

A  | 
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Throughout  this  hifiory ,  o«r  countr)men 
will  have  the  / atisf action  to  fee ,  that  fcarce 
any  thing  has  been  J aid  to  their  praife  by 
their  own  hiftorians  but  what  is  confirm'd 
by  the  tnoft  noted  writers  of  other  nations ; 
and  that  there  is  no  calumny ,  which  fome 
foreigners  have  reported ,  but  what  is  con¬ 
futed  either  by  others  who  had  learnt  to 
fpeak  710  worfe  of  an  enemy  than  he  deferv- 
ed,  or  elfe  by  the  nature  of  the  thing  it- 

fiif- 

J  perfuade  myfelf  that ,  at  a  time  when 
our  Fleets  render  the  nation  fo  formidable 
abroad,  it  cannot  be  unfeaf enable  to  let  the 
curious  fee  by  what  Heps  Great  Britain  ar¬ 
rived  at  fuch  an  height  of  naval  power  and 
reputation , 
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T  H  £ 

INTRODUCTION: 

GIVING  A 

General  Account  of  the 

Englljh  Naval  Affairs  down  to  the 
Prefent  Age. 

THE  Saxons  (who  inhabited  the  Sea- 
coaft  of  Germany  from  the  river  Rhine 
to  the  borders  of  Denmark )  are  record¬ 
ed  to  have  been  a  nation  To  experienced  in 
Sea-affairs_,  that  they  made  their  computation 
of  time  *  according  to  the  tides.  And  that 
they  were  not  without  a  coniiderable  force  at 
Sea,,  about  the  time  of  their  fettlement  in  Bri¬ 
tain  y  is  clear  from  the  numbers  of  armed  ve£° 
fels  brought  over  by  0£lba,  and  EbiJJa ,  and  o~ 
thers3  at  the  invitation  of  Hengljl  ^  by  the  means 
of  which  they  not  only  poffeffcd  themfelves  of 
a  great  part  of  the  Brltlfh  coaft,  but  conquered 
and  laid  wafte  the  ifles  of  Orkney , 
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Thus  it  appears  that  the  Saxons  eltablifhed 
their  dominion  over  the  Britijh  Seas  by  the 
power  of  their  fleets.,  at  the  fame  time  as  their 
armies  extended  their  conqueffs  over  the  Bri¬ 
tons  by  Land. 

And  that.,  long  after  their  fettlement  in  BrU 
tain,  they  were  ftill  powerful  at  Sea,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  difpute  between  Offa ,  king 
of  the  Mercians  (who  was  the  chief  prince  of 
the  [even  Saxon  kingdoms,  commonly  called  the 
Heptarchy )  and  Charles  king  of  France  (afterwards 
If  lied  Cbarlemaign)  about  the  freedom  of  navi¬ 
gation  ,•  which  is  mentioned  by  Ale 'win  and 
William  of  Adalmshtiry. 

If  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  Heptarchy 
they  grew  remiis  as  to  naval  affairs,  and  neg¬ 
lected  the  dominion  of  the  Seas,  ;twas  proba¬ 
bly  owing  to  their  inteifine  broils*  which,  us 
likely,  gave  the  fir  ft  encouragement  to  theDanes 
to  begin  their  piracies  and  invafions  in  thefe 
parts  of  Europe. 

However  that  might  be,  ’tis  certain,  that 
foon  after  the  reducing  of  the  Heptarchy  to 
a  Monarchy  by  the  famous  Egbert ,  the  Saxons 
(who  were  become  more  firmly  united  under 
the  general  name  of  Englijl: )  fetting  themfelves 
in  earneft  to  recruit  their  naval  force,  the 
better  to  ward  off  the  invafions  of  thofe  en¬ 
croaching  Danes ,  not  only  recovered  their  re¬ 
putation  at  Sea,  but  raifed  it  to  fuch  an  height 
as  aim  off  exceeds  belief.  Tho 
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Tho’  the  Danes  (to  whom  the  Saxon  Annals 
give  likewife  the  name  of  Normans)  fpoke  at 
that  time  the  fame  language  with  the  Saxons 
(who,  before  their  fettlement  in  Britain ,  were 
their  next  neighbours)  ,•  yet  there  had  been 
hoitilities  between  the  nations  of  an  ancient 
date.  Their  firft  invafion  of  the  Saxon  domi¬ 
nions  in  Britain  was  a  little  before  the  ere&ing 
of  the  Englijh  Monarchy ,  'viz,,  in  the  year  787. 
At  which  time  tho’  they  did  little  more  than 
take  a  view  of  the  coaft,  yet  the  difcoveries 
they  then  made  were,  it  feems,  fufficient  to 
beget  in  them  a  defire  to  return.  For  it  was 
not  long  e’re  they  made  a  fecond  vifit  with 
greater  numbers,  plundering  feveral  villages, 
and  carrying  off  iome  prifoners.  Thus  en¬ 
couraged  by  finding  the  Seas  unguarded,  they 
returned  from  time  to  time,  landing  fometimes 
in  the  North,  fometimes  in  the  Weft,  fometimes 
in  feveral  places  at  once :  fo  that  the  mife- 
rable  inhabitants  of  the  Sea-coafts  were  ha- 
rafs’d  by  continual  alarms,  as  being  every 
where  expofed  to  the  infults  of  a  barbarous 
enemy.  Yet  ftill  they  defended  themfelves 
with  vigor,  and,  by  frequent  and  bloody 
defeats,  often  obliged  the  Danes  to  quit  the 
country,  though  they  could  not  deprive  them 
of  the  inclination  to  return. 

But  at  lalt,  king  Alfred ,  grandfon  of  Egbert , 
the  founder  of  the  Englijh  Monarchy ,  by  incrcafing 

his 
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his  naval  powers  gave  the  moft  effectual  check 
to  thofe  intruding  Danes .  And  his  conduct  be¬ 
ing  imitated  by  divers  of  his  fucceffors,  (par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  grea  t  At  h  el  ft  an  and  Edgar )  the 
enemy  was  loon  obliged  to  leave  the  Britljh  Seas ; 
which,  together  with  their  iflands^  were  en¬ 
tirely  reduced  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Englljh,  whofe  naval  power  was  at  that  time 
the  greateft  in  the  known  world. 

But  after  the  deceafe  of  the  famous  king 
Edgar ,  the  Englljh y  growing  regardlefs  of  Sea-af¬ 
fairs,,  gave  encouragement  to  the  Danes  to  renew 
their  invalions  with  greater  numbers  and  fury. 
Thus  the  war  was  carried  on,,  with  little  inter- 
rmffion,  for  the  fpace  of  above  two  hundred 
years  (  reckoning  from  the  time  of  the  firlt 
landing  of  the  Danes )  till  at  lafh,  the  want  of 
a  fufficient  naval  force_,  to  maintain  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  Seas^  proved  the  ruin  of  the  Englljh 
fovereignty  at  Land.  For  the  Danes,  after  Of¬ 
fering  many  defeats  and  expulfions.,  having 
lubdued  one  part  of  the  country  by  force,  and 
the  reft  by  treachery.,  obtained  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  leaving  to  the  Englljh  the  fame  of  ha¬ 
ving  made  the  longeft  and  moft  vigorous 
defence.,  that  is  any  where  mentioned  in  hi- 
Itory.  For  if  we  confider  the  number  of  bat¬ 
tles  both  by  Sea  and  Land,,  (by  fome  compu¬ 
ted  to  have  been  about  an  hundred)  in  moft 
of  which  the  Englljh  appear  to  have  been 

victorious, 


Coluntna  Rojlrata.  1 1 

victorious ;  it  may,  without  partiality,  be  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  Roman  weftern  empire  fell  with 
fewer  blows,  and  in  much  lefs  time,  before  its 
barbarous  invaders,  than  this  third  part  of  our 
Britijh  ifle.  Nor  did  the  Danes  long  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  two  hundred  years  labours ; 
for  at  the  end  of  three  fhort  reigns  (making 
together  about  twenty-four  years)  they  were 
either  cut  off  or  expelled  the  country,-  having, 
after  fo  long  a  ftruggle,  introduced  but  little 
mixture  of  blood,  and  no  change  either  of 
laws,  cuftoms,  language,  or  religion. 

The  English  royal  line  being  reftored,  king 
Edward  the  Confejj'or  (who  had  learned  wifdom 
by  the  fatal  experience  of  others)  applied  him- 
felf  to  the  increafing  his  Sea-forces  ;  by  which 
means  he  preferved  his  kingdom  in  peace,  not- 
withftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  Damp 
and  Irip  pyrats. 

But  the  fudden  invasions  of  two  powerful 
princes,  at  once,  rendered  all  the  care  and 
conduct  of  the  ufurper  Harold ,  who  fucceed- 
ed  him,  ineffectual.  For  almoft  at  the  fame 
time  that  Harald  Harfager ,  king  of  Denmark ,  land¬ 
ed  in  the  North ,  William  duke  of  Normandy  in¬ 
vaded  the  South,  without  refiftance  from  the 
Englip  fleet,  which  was  failed  to  cppofe  the 
Danes.  The  former  of  thefe  was  forced  to 
yield  the  victory  to  the  fuperior  bravery  of  the 
Englip  ufurper,  with  the  lofs  not  only  of  his 

fleet 
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fleet  and  army,  but  of  his  life.  But  the  latter, 
who  came  not  in  as  an  open  enemy,  but  as 
an  injured  prince  who  had  no  other  view  than 
t°  affert  his  right  to  the  crown,  unjultly  de¬ 
tained  fioin  him  by  the  ulurper,  lucceeded 
better.  For  tho  he  met  with  great  refiftance 
from  the  ufurper  and  his  victorious  army,  yet 
the  advantage  of  his  long  bows,  (weapons  at 
that  time,  not  in  ufe  with  the  Englifh')  joined 
with  the  death  of  his  rival  and  his  own  fpecious 
pretenfions,  gained  him  in  few  months  that 
crown  which  the  Danes  had  been  contending 
tor  at  leaft  two  entire  ages. 

Duke  William  founded  his  pretenfions  to  the 
Englijh  crown  on  the  donation  of  the  late  king 
Edward;  which  donation  is  faid  to  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  content  of  the  nobility  and 
people  of  Eitgland,  as  alfo  by  an  oath  of  Harold 
himlelf.  was  likewife  approved  by  the  pope, 
who,  to  encourage  the  duke  in  his  defign  of  al- 
ferting  his  right,  fent  him  feverai  prelents  to¬ 
gether  with  his  bleffing,  and  at  the  lame  time 
thundered  out  his  Anathema  s  againft  all  fuch 
who  fhould  oppole  him. 

It  was  on  the  mentioned  donation  of  his 
kinfman  king  Edward ,  that  this  Norman  prince 
continued  to  found  his  title  to  the  crown,  even 
after  the  defeat  of  Harold;  the  fir-name  of  Con- 
^ aer or  being  never  affumed  by  himfelf,  nor  gi¬ 
ven  him  by  others,  till  after  his  deceafe  •  and 

then. 
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then,  not  on  account  of  any  proper  conqueft 
of  the  nation,  but  (as  Adam  dt  Monmoth  allures 
us)  purely  with  regard  to  his  victory  over  Harold 
and  his  adherents.  Accordingly,  at  his  coro¬ 
nation,  he  fvvore  to  maintain  the  ancient  laws, 
collected  by  king  Edward,  in  which  he  never 
made  any  elfential  alteration.  So  that  the 
people  of  England  have  had  the  good  fortune 
almoft  conftantly  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their 
own  laws,  iince  their  arrival  in  Britain ,  for  at 
ieaft  twelve  hundred  years ;  and  before  that 
(for  ought  with  any  certainty  appears)  from 
immemorial  ages  :  Whereas  the  Romans  could 
not  preferve  theirs  above  feven  hundred  years 
from  being  fubjedted  to  the  fucceffive  ambi¬ 
tion  of  their  fellow-citizens,  nor  above  twelve 
or  thirteen  hundred  years  from  being  entirely 
trampled  on  by  the  violence  of  foreign  in¬ 
vaders. 

Such  a  revolution,  however,  could  not  be 
brought  about  without  great  inconveniences  : 
But  thefe  were  fufficiently  ballanced  by  the 
advantages  the  nation  afterwards  received 
from  thence.  For  they  foon  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  fee  thofe  Norman  Itrangers  (inconfide- 
rable  for  number,  and  almoft  loft  in  the  une¬ 
qual  mixture)  forget  the  difference  of  blood, 
and  glory  in  the  name  of  Englijh.  They  foon 
faw  their  naval  power  increafed,  and  the  art 
of  war  improved.  Nor  was  it  long  e’re,  by 

making 
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making  an  abfolute  conqueft  of  Normandy ,  they 
opened  a  way  to  the  conqueft  of  France.  From 
this  time  the  Englijh  (whofe  adions  had  been 
fo  long  confined  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Brfrijh  Seas)  began  to  render  themfelves  more 
confiderable  abroad.  The  naval  expeditions, 
and  the  exploits  of  Richard  and  Edward  J. 
in  the  Holy  land ,  together  with  the  conqueft 
of  Cyprus,  fpread  the  terror  of  their  arms 
among  the  more  warlike  nations  of  the 
Eafi:  and  the  glorious  adions  of  Edward  III. 
Edward  the  Black  Prince ,  John  of  Gaunt ,  Henry 
V ,  John  duke  of  Bedford,  and  many  others , 
both  by  fea  and  land,  rendered  them  no  lefs 
formidable  in  the  Wejl :  Infomuch  that  feme 
nations  have  fince  thought  it  no  ill  policy 
to  fight  under  an  Englijh  difguife.  Of  this 
a  remarkable  inftance  was  feen  in  the  war 
between  Charles  VIII.  of  France  and  the  duke 
of  Bretagne,  who  cloathed  part  of  his  troops 
In  Englijh  habits ;  as  alfo  at  the  fiege  of  Ca- 
fiel-Rodrigo  in  Portugal  Anno  1664,  where  the 
Portuguefe  in  the  fame  difguife  ftruck  the  Spa¬ 
niards  with  a  pannick  fear,  and  conquered 
almoft  without  fighting. 

Though  the  actions  of  the  Englijh  by  Sea, 
even  in  the  remoter  ages,,  were  not  inferior 
to  their  exploits  by  Land  ,•  yet  their  naval  pow¬ 
er  wanted  the  fupport  of  an  extenfive  com¬ 
merce  managed  by  their  own  people.  The 

trade 
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trade  of  this  nation  was  many  years  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners,  who  engroffed  the  whole 
profit  of  the  Englijh  commodities,  to  the  infi¬ 
nite  damage  of  the  natives.  From  thofe  our 
greatelt  kings  were  fometimes  obliged  to  hire 
Blips  and  fea-men;  their  own  people  having 
not  fo  much  experience  in  the  failing  as  in 
the  fighting  part.  But  Q.  Mary ,  by  depriving 
foreigners  of  fome  of  the  privileges  which 
they  had  fo  long  enjoyed,  firft  raifed  our 
greatnefs  at  Sea  on  its  true  foundation :  And 
the  politick  Q.  Elizabeth,  and  her  peaceful  fuc- 
celfor,  by  entirely  refuming  thofe  privileges, 
and  by  encouraging  manufa&ures,  new  difcove- 
ries  and  fettlements  abroad,  advanced  it  to  a 
confiderable  height.  Since  which,  the  Aft  ef 
Navigation  has,  in  fome  refpeds,  been  no  con¬ 
temptible  improvement.  Add  to  this  what  was 
done  in  the  late  reign,  when,  amidlt  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  a  profperous  war,  a  foundation  was 
laid  both  for  a  firmer  union  at  home,  and 
a  more  extenfive  commerce  abroad.  What  ftill 
remains  to  be  done,  we  may  hope  is  referv- 
ed  to  be  the  glory  of  the  prefent  reign. 
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CHAP,  I. 

A  particular  Account  of  the  Original  of 
the  Englilli  Nation,  deduced  from  re¬ 
mote  Antiquity ;  as  aljo  of  their  mofl 
remarkable  Adi  ions  at  Sea  during  the 
Daniih  War. 

SCYTHIA  (which,  in  the  ftyle  of  the 
Greeks ,  comprehended  all  the  Northern  parts 
of  Afa  and  Europe)  was  a  country  always 
famed  for  breeding  a  race  of  men  whofe 
rough  tempers  feemed  very  much  to  refemble 
their  native  climate.  Yet  thefe,  either  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  power  of  a  Itronger  enemy,  or 
elfe  voluntarily  exchanging  their  own  un¬ 
couth  regions  for  more  happy  feats,  have  gi¬ 
ven  original  to  molt  of  the  politer  nations 
of  Europe. 

The  Sweves  *  (in  conjunction  with  the  Getes 
and  Saxons y  under  the  condud  of  the  famous 
Woden  or  Odin)  returning  from  the  Afatick  Scy¬ 
thia y  long  after  their  firlt  migration  out  of 
Scandia  or  Scandinavia  f,  (a  part  of  the  European 

Scythia  ) 

*  Sheringham  de  Anglorum  Gentis  Origine.  p,  233. 
t  Th©  Peninfula  which  contains  the  kingdoms  of  Sweden 
and  Normy. 
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Scythia ,)  are  recorded  to  have  over-run  and 
conquered  the  countries  now  called  Mufco<vyy 
Sweden ,  Norway ,  Denmark  and  Germany 3  and  to 
have  left  their  name  to  the  Eaft-fea  (fince 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Baltlck)  which 
from  them  was  called  Mare  Suevlcum  or  the 
Sweuick-fea. 

A  part  of  thefe,  which  afterwards  took 
the  name  of  Saxons ,  had  for  Tome  time  pof- 
feffed  divers  of  the  Northern  provinces  of 
Germany y  when  the  Britons ,  abandoned  by  the 
Romans ,  and  drained  of  their  braveft  youth, 
found  themfelves  defencelefs,  and  almoft  at 
the  mercy  of  their  enemies.  The  Scots  and 
Pitts  y  like  a  violent  torrent^  had  the  fecond 
time  overflown  and  broken  down  the  famous 
wall  which  the  Romans  left  as  a  barrier  be¬ 
tween  the  Chriftian  Britons  and  thofe  yet  bar¬ 
barous  Pagansy  exerciling  whatever  ravages 
and  cruelties_,  either  the  difference  of  re¬ 
ligion^  or  the  defire  of  booty  could  fuggeft. 
That  diltrelTed  people  therefore  applied  again 
for  help  to  the  Romansy  to  whom  Britain 
had  given  the  firlt  Chrifiian  Emperor,  and., 
who  had  once  returned  to  their  afliltancei 
but  they  applied  to  them  in  vain  :  For  the 
Romansy  being  themfelves  equally  diftreffed 
by  the  multitudes  of  Goths y  Htmsy  Vandals , 
and  other  fwarms  from  the  Northern  hive, 
which  threatened  no  lefs  than  the  entire 
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ruin  of  their  empire,,  were  forced  to  leave  them 
to  the  lury  of  their  invaders. 

In  this  defperate  ftate  of  affairs.,  the  Britons 
who  had  heard  of  the  fame  of  thole  Saxons , 
(which  was  much  increafed  by  their  late  victo¬ 
ries  over  the  Danes )  foon  came  to  a  refolution 
to  invite  them  to  their  affiftance.  The  Saxons 
were,  at  that  time,  pagans,  and  by  confe- 
quence  no  lefs  enemies  to  chriftianity  than  the 
Scots  and  Tiffs :  Yet  the  hope  of  rewards  and 
booty,  iupplying  the  place  of  affection,  they 
readily  accepted  the  invitation. 

They  came  into  Britain  about  the  year  450, 
under  the  condud  of  their  generals  Henglft  and 
Horfa ,  two  brothers  defcended  (according  to 
Beda^J  from  the  great  Woden ,  who  for  his  glo¬ 
rious  victories  had  been  ranked  among  their 
gods,  and  had  left  his  name  to  one  of  the 
days  of  the  week,  Wednefday  or  Woden  s~day. 
By  their  affiftance  the  Britons  foon  defeated  the 
enemies  j  but  they  as  foon  perceived  they  had 
only  exchanged  one  enemy  for  another  :  For 
it  was  not  long  e’re  thofe  bold  guefts  began 
to  encroach  on  thofe  they  came  to  affift,  and 
being  continually  reinforced  with  frefli  num¬ 
bers,  they  never  ceafed  till  they  had  almolt  en¬ 
tirely  chafed  the  Britons  y  out  of  the  Southern  part 
of  the  ifland. 

Being  thus  become  lords  of  the  moft  valua¬ 
ble  part  of  Britain  it  was  divided  into  feven 
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kingdoms  (known,,  as  was  before  obferved,  by 
the  name  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy')  which  after¬ 
wards  contending,,  tor  fhperiority  the  TVeJl-Sa- 
xons3  about  the  year  850,  prevailed  over  the 
relt  and  reduced  the  Heptarchy  to  a  Monarchy  un¬ 
der  the  great  Egbert ;  by  whom  the  country  was 
called  England  and  the  people  Englljh,  from  the 
Angles  from  whom  he  was  defended. 

The  Angles,  or  EngUjh-Saxons ,  are  agreed  to 
have  been  a  chief  branch  of  the  Swevick  na¬ 
tion  :  Which  nation  was  fo  terrible  in  the 
time  of  Ceefar,  *  that  the  neighbouring  Ger¬ 
mans,  who  had  made  trial  of  *their  valour^  de- 
feribed  them  as  more  than  men ;  and  (Aefar 
himfelf  (miftaking  them  for  Germans)  gives 
them  the  charader  of  the  molt  warlike  of  all 
the  German  nations. 

Part  of  thofe  Angles  which  remained  in  Ger¬ 
many  (tor  Beda  was,  it  feems,,  nuftaken  in  af- 
ferting  that  the  whole  nation  of  the  Angles 
tranfplanted  themfelvesinto  Britain)  are  record¬ 
ed  about  the  year  58S,  to  have  conquered  the 
f  Goths  (whole  armies  had  twice  conquered 
Rome)  to  have  taken  poffeffion  of  their  king¬ 
dom  which  they  had  eredied  in  PruJJia,  and  ob¬ 
liged  their  king  Rodolph  to  leek  refuge  in 
Italy  among  his  countrymen. 

Thus  much  may  with  fome  certainty  be  ccl- 
lebied  concerning  the  ancient  Hate  of  that  fa- 
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mous  people^  which  by  the  expulfion  of  the 
Britons  and  the  redu&ion  and  union  of  the 
Saxon  Heptarchy,  gave  original  to  the  Engiljh 
Nation . 

The  reduction  of  the  Heptarchy  to  a  Monar¬ 
chy  (which  united  the  disjointed  forces  of  the 
Saxons)  was  far  from  being  unfeafonable :  For 
the  Danes  or  Normans  (being  reinforced  and 
grown  numerous_,  fince  the  fettlement  of  the 
Saxons  in  Britain,  by  the  acceffion  of  the  Da¬ 
cians)  began  about  that  time  their  molt  fu¬ 
rious  invafions  on  the  Southern  coafts  of  Europe . 
They  foon  over-ran  the  Netherlands,  givings  as 
is  commonly  believed,  the  names  of  Holland 
and  Zealand  to  two  noted  countries  in  thofe 
parts,,  in  honour  of  the  Northern  Halland  and 
Zealand ,  two  of  their  own  provinces  :  And 
from  thence  proceeding  to  the  coalts  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  France ,  they  alarmed  them  by  fre¬ 
quent  defcencs,,  and  fpread  fo  great  terror, 
that  prayers  were  inferted  in  the  Litany  of 
the  French  for  deliverance  from  the  fury  of 
the  Normans . 

Againlt  thofe  bold  invaders  the  Englijh 
monarch  Egbert,  h\s  foil  Ethelwolf,  and  his 
grandfons  Ethelbald ,  Ethelbert,  Ethelred  and  Al¬ 
fred  fucceffively  oppofed  themfelves.  But  af¬ 
ter  many  bloody  defeats  and  expulfions,  the 
enemy,  finding  little  or  no  refiftance  by  fea> 
was  Hill  encouraged  to  return ;  So  that  the 
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famous  king  Alfred  (who  afcended  the  throne 
in  the  year  872,)  after  a  trial  ol  good  and  bad 
fortune,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was 
at  iaft  made  fenfible,  that  he  might  as  well  op- 
pofe  himfelf  againit  the  blowing  of  the  winds* 
or  attempt  to  drive  the  Sea  from  his  coafls,  as 
exped  to  fecure  his  dominions  by  the  force 
ol  his  land-armies,  againft  an  enemy  who 
made  his  invasions  from  the  Sea.  Having 
therefore  fitted  out  a  fquadron  of  light  vefTels* 
he  fet  himfelf  to  intercept  the  Damjh  convoys^ 
and  dilturb  the  enemy's  communication  with 
Denmark.  The  fir  ft  encounter  was  fortunate 
to  the  EngliJhj  and  raifed  their  hopes  of  fuccefs 
in  this  naval  war :  For  of  feven  Damjh  fhips 
which  they  attack’d,  one  was  taken,  and  the 
others  difpers’d. 

But  the  Englijh  fleet  being  much  too  weak 
to  baffle  the  enemy’s  main  defigns,the  war  held 
on  its  ufual  courfe,  andthe  Danes  having  al¬ 
ready  got  firm  footing  in  Northumberland ,  and 
receiving  from  time  to  time  fufficient  reinforce¬ 
ments  from  Denmark ,  they  fo  harafs’d  king  Al¬ 
fred's  forces,  that  they  reduced  him  to  great 
extremities:  Infomuch  that  for  fome  time  he 
was  obliged,  together  with  a  few  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers,  to  feek  flielter  in  the  woods,  where  he 
fet  himfelf  to  effect  that  by  policy,  which  could 
not  be  done  by  force.  In  thofe  circumftances, 
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he  performed  an  action  that  well  deferves  a 
remembrance. 

Being  defirous  to  difcover  the  pofture  of 
the  enemy's  chief  army,,  and  not  judging  it 
convenient  to  depend  on  the  uncertain  re¬ 
ports  of  fpies  or  deferters.,  he  difguifed  himfelf 
iike  a  mufician,,  and  fb  got  uniufpe&ed  into  the 
Vanljh  c amp;  where  he  aded  his  part  fo  well^ 
that.,  for  his  excellent  skill.,  being  introduced 
to  the  great  commanders.,  and  by  them  to  the 
king.,  he  found  means  to  inform  himfelf  of 
their  whole  ftate.  This  artifice  fucceeding  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  wifhj  he  returned  to  his  friends., 
ludd  enly  drew  together  as  great  a  force  as  the 
time  would  permit ;  and  having  encouraged 
his  men  with  an  account  of  the  carelefs  po¬ 
fture  of  the  enemies.,  he  furprized  their  camp,, 
and  obliged  Guthram _,  the  Damfh  king  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  to  embrace  Chriftianlty,  (which  had 
been  the  religion  of  the  Saxons  fome  time 
before  their  union  under  one  fupreme  head 
or  monarch)  and  to  promife  to  depart  the 
land. 

Soon  after  this.,  another  (warm  of  Danes  or 
Normans  came  up  the  Thames :  But  whether 
with-held  by  the  late  agreement  between  the 
two  kings,  or  deterred  by  the  good  pofture  of 
king  Alfred's  affairs,,  they  only  wintered  in 
England,  and  from  thence  palled  into  France 3 
where  they  made  great  ravages. 


The 
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The  prudent  king  Alfred,  knowing  he  fliould 
be  no  longer  fafe  from  the  injuries  of  a  barba¬ 
rous  enemy,  than  while  he  was  in  a  condition 
to  do  himfelf  juftice,  made  ufe  of  thisfavour- 
able  opportunity,  to  increafe  his  naval  forces, 
and  to  take  all  neceffary  meafures  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  his  kingdom.  He  foon  got  ready  a 
conliderable  fquadron,  with  which  he  fcoured 
the  Seas,  and  meeting  home  Danijh  fhips,  he 
took  two,  and  in  revenge  of  the  barbarities 
ufually  pra&ifed  by  thofe  pirates,  threw  the 
men  over-board.  And  ioon  after,  he  had  tne 
good  fortune  to  come  up  with  two  others, 
which  he  likewife  took,  with  two  of  their 
princes. 

But  thofe  dark  and  diftra&ed  ages  admit¬ 
ting  of  no  fettled  correfpondence  between  the 
people  of  diitant  countries,  it  was  fometimes 
impoffible,  for  the  utmoft  vigilance,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  furprize,  thro’  want  of  timely  notice  of 
the  enemy’s  preparations  :  So  that  about  three 
years  after,  the  Danes,  with  a  great  fleet,  en¬ 
tered  the  Thames  a  fecond  time  without  oppo- 
fltion,  and  laid  fiege  to  Rochefter.  But  upon 
the  approach  of  the  Englljh ,  headed  by  their 
magnanimous  king,  they  were  obliged  to  break 
up,  and  go  in  fearch  of  better  fortunes  in 
France ;  where  they  afterwards  conquered,  and 
polTefs’d  the  country,  which  is  now  called  Nor¬ 
mandy .  They  were  no  fooner  gone,  than  king 
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jilfredy  with  his  ufual  diligence,  fet  himfelf  to 
recruit  and  reinforce  his  fleet ;  as  knowing  it 
was  but  half  a  victory,  to  have  obliged  the  pi¬ 
rates  to  leave  his  coaft,  without  forcing  them 
likewife  to  quit  the  Sea.  The  fleet,  well  pro¬ 
vided  with  all  neceflaries,  foon  put  to  Sea 
in  queft  of  the  enemy.  Nor  was  it  long,  e’re 
the  Englip  had  the  fortune  to  meet  with  thir¬ 
teen  of  the  Damp  fhips,  which  they  attacked 
with  Lfo  much  refolution,  that  after  a  fharp 
fight,  they  were  taken,  and  all  the  Danes  put 
to  the  fword.  But  as  they  were  returning 
with  their  prizes,  they  happened  to  fall  in 
with  the  grofs  of  the  enemy’s  fleet,  which 
being  far  Itronger  in  number  of  fhips,  attack’d 
them  with  fuch  vigour,  as  much  abated  the 
joy  for  their  late  vieftory  :  So  that  the  Englip , 
after  a  good  defence,  were  at  laft  forced 
to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  fix  of  their  vefTels. 
But  it  was  not  long  ere  they  faw  themfelves 
well  revenged  near  the  coaft  of  Devonpire, 
where  no  lefs  than  an  hundred  and  twenty 
of  the  Damp  fhips  were  deltroyed,  partly  in 
fight,  and  partly  by  fhipwreck. 

As  this  lots  was  a  great  weakening  to  the 
Danes ,  it  gave  for  fome  time  a  conliderable 
check  to  their  piracies  ,•  till  having  at  laft  re¬ 
cruited  their  fleet,  and  reinforced  it  with  a 
number  of  gallies,  they  again  prepared  to  in- 
fult  the  Meptrn  coalt.  But  king  jilj"rtd3  being 
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2 ware  of  their  defign,  had  provided  a  larger 
fort  of  gallies  of  his  own  invention,  with 
which  meeting  the  Danes  off  the  ifle  of  Wightt 
he  gave  them  a  total  defeat,  taking  and  fink¬ 
ing  all  their  (hips,  and  caufing  fuch  of  the 
men  who  fell  into  his  hands  to  be  executed 
as  pirates  :  Which  terrible  overthrow  and  ex¬ 
ecution  put  an  end  for  that  time  to  this  pi¬ 
ratical  war. 

But  immediately  after  the  deceafe  of  this 
brave  prince,  which  happened  in  the  year  901, 
the  Danes ,  who  had  been  meditating  revenge, 
began  to  take  heart  and  renew  their  ho- 
Itilities  againit  the  Englljh  On  which  occa- 
fion,  his  eldeft  fon  Edward ,  who  fucceeded 
him,  gave  iignal  proofs  both  of  his  courage 
and  condud.  For  he  not  only  defeated  the 
Danes  in  a  great  battle  by  land,  killing  two 
of  their  princes  and  making  a  terrible  (laugh¬ 
ter  of  their  troops,  but  by  maintaining  a 
good  force  at  Sea,  he  proteded  his  coafts 
from  the  infults  of  the  Danljh  fleets. 

His  fon  Atheljian,  fucceeding  in  the  year 
924,  proved  a  molt  accomplilhed  and  vido- 
rious  prince.  He  defeated  Godfrey  the  Danijh 
king  of  Northumberland }  Conftantine  king  of  Scots , 
and  Ho-wel  prince  of  Wales 3  and  enlarged  his 
dominions  more  than  any  of  his  predeceffors. 
He  was  mafter  of  a  powerful  navy,  by  which 
he  made  himfelf  formidable  to  the  neighbour¬ 
ing 
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ing  princes^  who,  for  the  rnoft  part  fought,  his 
friend fhip  by  prefents.  Among  others,,  the 
king  of  Norway  is  faid  to  have  prefented  him 
with  a  very  rich  fhip  with  purple  fails.  But 
the  Irijh  (who  were  at  that  time  very  powerful 
at  Sea)  finding  themfelves  inclined  to  difturb 
the  repofe  of  the  Englijh,  and  coming  upon  the 
coaft  with  a  fleet  of  above  fix  hundred  fail,, 
headed  by  their  king  Anala^jus,  received  a 
terrible  defeat  near  the  mouth  of  the  Humber  y 
and  were  obliged  to  quit  the  Seas  with  great 
lofs. 

But  the  prince,,  who  raifed  the  EngUJh  re¬ 
putation  at  Sea.,  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory., 
was  king  Edgar,  the  fon  of  Edmond ,  brother 
to  Athelflan .  This  great  king.,  who  afcended 
the  throne  in  the  year  95-9,,  following  the  foot- 
fteps  of  his  glorious  predeceffors^  Alfred  and 
Athelfian ,  obtained  fo  compleat  a  dominion  of 
the  furrounding  Seas,  as  proved  not  only  the 
defence  of  his  own  kingdom.,  but  the  fecurity 
of  all  the  trading  nations  of  Europe . 

To  effedi  this3  he  is  recorded  to  have  fit¬ 
ted  out  three  feveral  fleets,,  confiding  each 
of  twelve  hundred  fail,  with  which  himfelf 
every  fummer,  during  his  whole  fixteen  years 
reign,,  failed  quite  round  the  ifland  of  Britain, 
Clearing  the  Seas  of  thofe  fwarms  of  pirates 
that  infeiled  them,,  and  guarding  his  coafis  on 
every  fide.  Helikewife  fubdued  all  the  iflands 
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ot  Scotland,  with  the  greateft  part  of  Ireland  • 
thus  adding  no  fmall  weight  to  the  ancient  pre- 
tenfion  of  Britain  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  lur- 
rounding  Seas :  A  pretenfion,  than  which,  as 
nothing  can  be  more  glorious  and  advantage¬ 
ous  to  the  nation,  when  well  maintained  ;  fo 
nothing  more  ridiculous,  if  not  efFedtualiy  fup- 

ported.  #  f 

King  Edgar  s  fame  increafing,  t  he  tiadcrs  01 

other  nations  became  ambitious  of  failing  tin¬ 
der  his  convoys :  So  that  to  the  title  of  Lor# of 
the  Seas,  he  added  that  of  ProteBor  of  Commerce} 
which.,  of  the  two^  was  fo  much  the  more  glo¬ 
rious,  as  it  is  better  to  be  beloved  than  feared. 

To  make  the  world  fenfible  of  his  dominion 
at  Sea,  he  once  caufed  himfelf  to  be  rowed  in 
his  barge  by  Kenneth  king  of  Scotland,  Aialcoim 
king  of  Cumberland,  Maccufe  king  of  the  lfesy 
and  five  petty  kings  or  princes  of  Wales,  while 
himfelf,  as  Lord  of  the  Seas,  held  the  rudder. 

The  1 Danes,  however,  reluming  courage  feme 
years  after  the  death  of  this  prince,  began  a- 
gain  to  inful t  the  Englljb  coalt  :  Againft  whom 
Et helved,  his  fon,  and  next  fucceffor,  lave  one, 
having  provided  a  powerful  fleet,  had  the 
misfortune  to  fee  it  either  deft r eyed  by  tem- 
peft,  or  rendered  unferviceable  by  treachery. 
Whereupon  the  Danes  having  over-run  the 
greateft  part  of  the  kingdom,  behaved  them- 
felves  with  fuch  infolence  and  cruelty,  that  the 
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impatient  of  fervitude,  are  faid  to 
have  contrived  a  general  majjacre,  which  was 
accordingly  executed  in,  or  about,  the  year 
ioo2.  To  revenge  this  (as  is  faid)  Swains  king 
of  Denmark ,  came  over  with  a  mighty  fleet  and 
army,  and  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  he  obliged 
Etbelred  to  retire  into  Normandy .  But  upon  the 
death  of  Swain ,  (which  happened  foon  after) 
Etbelred  returning,  drew  fome  forces  together, 
and  fetting  upon  Canute ,  the  fon  of  Swain ,  forc’d 
him  to  fly  into  Denmark.  Canute ,  however,  foon 
returned  with  a  greater  force,  and  Edrik ,  the 
Englijh  admiral,  revolting  to  him  with  forty 
Clips,  and  afterwards  (as  fome  relate  it)  mur- 
thering  the  brave  king  Edmond  Ironfides,  Etbelred' s 
fon  and  fucceffor,  with  whom  Canute  had  a- 
greed  to  divide  the  kingdom  ^  the  Dane  feizing 
Edmond's  ftiare,  was  acknowledged  by  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  crowned  monarch  of  England. 

The  Danes  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  there  happened  nothing  remarkable 
with  regard  to  Sea- affairs,  during  the  reigns 
of  Canute3  Harold,  and  Hardicanute  j  upon  the 
death  of  which  laft,  the  Englijh ,  difdaining  all 
Danijh  fubje&ion,  reflored  their  own  royal  line, 
by  fetting  Edward,  the  fon  of  king  Etbelred,  on 
the  throne,  and  extirpating  the  Danes ;  who 
never  made  above  one  confiderable  ftruggle  to 
regain  their  loft  dominion.  This  laft  effort  of 
the  Danes  was  in  the  year  1066,  when  joyning 
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with  Tojlo,  the  brother  of  the  English  ufurper 
Harold,  they  landed  in  the  North.  But  the  un¬ 
dertaking  was  foon  baffled  thro’  the  condud: 
and  bravery  of  Harold  •,  the  Danijh  king  Harfager 
and  Tofio  were  both  flain,  their  army  totally  de¬ 
feated,  and  the  whole  Danijh  fleet  feized  by 
the  victorious  Englijh.  Thus  the  Englijh  ufur¬ 
per,  like  a  meteor  exhaled  from  the  earthy 
was  raifed  up  and  made  illuftrious  by  fuccefs, 
that  his  fall  might  be  the  more  remarkable. 
For  he  had  no  fooner  finilhed  the  war  in  the 
North  than  he  received  advice  of  a  new  war 
which  gathered  upon  him  from  the  South , 
where  William  duke  of  Normandy  with  fpeci- 
ous  pretenfions  to  the  crown,  backed  with  a 
good  army,  was  lately  landed.  To  encoun¬ 
ter  him,  Harold  led  his  victorious  trooys,  itill 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  the  Danes ,  by  fuch 
halty  marches,  that  about  a  week  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Danijh  king,  another  battle  was 
fought  with  the  Norman  duke,-  but  with  very 
different  fuccefs.  For  after  a  moft  obftinate 
fight  of  a  whole  day,  in  which  the  Norman 
long  bows  did  terrible  execution  ,*  the  ufurper, 
and  almoft  his  whole  army,  were  flain  valiantly 
fighting  in  the  field  of  battle,  the  ground  where 
they  flood  and  fought,  while  living,  being  co¬ 
vered  with  their  bodies,  when  dead.  The  event 
of  this  was  a  fecond  revolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  the  Englljh  royal  line  giving  place  for  a 
time  to  the  Norman  race. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

An  account  of  the  Englifh  Sea-affairs  from 
the  conclujion  of  the  Danifh  war  to  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth. 

T*  ^  ^  re]'gns  of  William  I.  and  William  Rufm , 
palled  without  any  remarkable  expedi- 
tion  or  action  by  Sea ;  the  firft  that  we  read  of 
being  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  Anno.  1106. 
when  that  prince,,  croffing  the  Sea  with  a  con- 
fiderable  fleets  made  an  entire  conquelt  of 
Normandy j  taking  his  brother  Robert  prifoner 

in  a  decilive  battle,  and  afterwards  putting 
out  his  eyes.  ° 

The  next  expedition  of  confequence  was 
undertaken  Anno  1172,  by  K.  Henry  II.  who 
paffing  over  to  Ireland  with  a  fleet  of  four 
hundred  fail,  reduced  that  noble  ifland  under 
the  dominion  of  England . 

But  the  prince.,  who  may  juftly  be  ftiled  the 
reviver  of  the  Englijh  naval  glory,  was  K.  Rich¬ 
ard  I.  who  for  his  courage  was  named  Cceur 
de  Lion ,  or  lion  s  heart.  This  brave  prince  ex¬ 
cited  partly  by  the  tafliionable  zeal  of  the  age, 
partly  by  the  thirft  of  glory,  undertook  an 
expedition  again!!  the  Saracens  in  conjunction 
with  Philip  II.  of  France .  His  fleet  confifted  of 
an  hundred  and  thirty  fhips  and  fifty  gal- 
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lies,  on  which  was  embarqued  a  confiderable 
army  compofed  of  choice  troops.  By  the  way 
on  account  of  Tome  ili  treatment,  he  feized 
the  city  of  MeJJina  in  Sicily,  as  he  afterwards 
did  the  whole  ifland  of  Cyprus;  and  meeting 
a  large  Argofey  manned  with  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Saracens ,  he  fought  and  took  her  after 
a  (harp  engagement,  in  which  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  Saracens  were  killed  or  drown¬ 
ed.  Being  arrived  at  Ttolomais  or  Aeon,  he 
affifted  at  the  fiege  of  that  city  by  land,  while 
his  fleet  blocked  it  up  by  fea.  Whereupon  the 
fleet  of  th z  Sultan  of  Egypt  attempting  to  throw 
feme  relief  into  the  place,  there  happened  an 
engagement,  in  which  the  Saracens  were  to¬ 
tally  defeated,  and  molt  of  their  (hips  taken  ; 
among  which  were  many  filled  with  combu- 
itible  materials,  together  with  cages  of  live 
ferpents,  which  were  defigned  to  be  thrown 
into  the  Englijb  (hips.  The  fuccefs  of  this  en¬ 
gagement  determined  the  fate  of  the  city, 
which  foon  after  furrendered  to  K.  Richard , 
wohfe  bravery,  during  the  fiege,  had  gained 
him  (uch  reputation  that  he  was  declared 
captain-general  of  the  chriftian  forces,  in  which 
quality  he  performed  many  glorious  a&ions 
againft  the  infidels0 

This  courageous  prince,  upon  his  return, 
compiled  the  famous  laws  of  Oleron ,  being  the 
Sea~!aws  of  his  predeceffors  corrected  :  by 
which  a 6t  he  renewed  the  pretenfions  of  the 

crown 
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crown  of  England  to  the  (overeignty  of  the 
Britijh  Seas. 

His  brother  king  Join  fucceeding  him  Anno 
1199  (hewed  himfelf  no  lefs  careful  to  pre- 
lerve  the  dominion  of  thofe  feas.  This  is  plain 
from  that  memorable  record  of  Hafiings,  where¬ 
by  he  appears  to  have  enadted  that  whatever 
foreigners  within  the  four  feas  refufed  to  ftrike 
to  the  king’s  lieutenant  (hould  be  reputed  ene¬ 
mies  and  rebels.  After  which  failing  to  Ireland 
with  a  fleet  of  five  hundred  (hips,  he  obliged  all 
he  met  to  (hew  that  refped  to  his  flag. 

In  his  reign  and  that  of  his  fuccelfor  Hen¬ 
ry  III,  divers  actions  happened  at  fea  between 
the  Englljh  and  the  French ,  the  occafion  of  which 
deferves  to  be  related. 

King  John  being  by  his  rafh  conduct  engag¬ 
ed  in  domeftick  quarrels  with  his  nobility, 
thefe,  finding  themfelves  hard  preffed,  agreed 
to  invite  to  their  affiftance  Lems  fon  to  Phi¬ 
lip  the  Augufi ,  king  of  France ,  to  whom  they 
offered  the  crown. 

Philip  himfelf  had  formerly  made  a  preten- 
fion  to  the  crown  of  England  by  virtue  of 
the  pope’s  gift,  occafioned  by  certain  difputes 
between  K.  John  and  his  clergy.  But  the  pope, 
upon  the  king’s  fubmiffion,  having  revoked 
that  gift,  and  Philip  being  forbidden  to  pur- 
fue  his  pretenfions,  he  turned  his  arms  againft 
Ferrand  Count  of  Flanders ,  king John's  friend  and 
ally.  Whereupon  the  Englljh  fleet  confiding  of 

five 
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five  hundred  fail.,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Sa¬ 
lisbury,  the  king’s  natural  brother,  was  fent  to 
the  count’s  afliftance:  Which  occasioned  a 
bloody  engagement  near  Damme  on  the  coaft 
of  Flanders ,  where  the  Englijh ,  attacking  the 
French,  took  three  hundred  of  their  Ships.,  moil 
of  them  laden  with  provifions  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  burnt  and  funk  above  an  hundred ; 
and  afterwards  landing  with  a  considerable  bo¬ 
dy  of  troops^  they  obliged  king  Philip  and 
his  army  to  retire  out  of  the  count’s  terri¬ 
tories  with  great  lofs.  Thefe  Succeffes^  tho’ 
they  did  not  absolutely  prevent  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  Philip's  defign  againlt  the  count  of 
Flanders  (whoS'e  country  he  afterwards  over¬ 
ran  taking  him  prifoner  in  the  battle  of  Bo- 
'vines)  yet  they  made  him  almoft  defpair  of 
gaining  any  advantage  againtt  king  John,  by 
force  of  arms.  The  invitation  of  the  Englijh 
nobility  was  therefore  very  welcome  to  Philip , 
who  immediately  difpatched  his  fon  Lewis  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  crown  which  was  offered 
him. 

Lewis  landing  with  a  confiderable  army  in 
England,  in  the  year  1216,  was  at  firSt  received 
with  great  joy  by  the  difaffe&ed  nobility; 
And  king  John ,  endeavouring  to  put  himfelf  in 
a  pofture  to  defend  his  right,  was  taken  off 
by  the  fudden  Stroke  of  death  j  not  without 
fufpicion  of  poifon. 
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His  Ton  Henry  III  fucceeded,,  but  being  un¬ 
der  age3  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Wil¬ 
liam  carl  of  Pembroke,  In  the  mean  time.,  Lew¬ 
is  and  the  difaffebied  nobility  were  received 
by  the  Londoners ,  whofe  example  drew  the 
greateft  part  of  the  nation  into  the  fame  in- 
tereft. 


While  Lewis  was  at  London 3  the  earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke  affembled  all  the  nobility  which  had  pre- 
ferved  their  loyalty  to  king  John,  and  prefent- 
ed  to  them  young  Henry  his  fom,  caufing  him 
to  be  crowned  with  as  much  folemnity  as 
could  confift  with  the  diftrabled  Hate  of  af- 
fairSj  and  himfelf  was  afterwards  declared  re¬ 
gent  during  the  kings  minority. 

The  news  of  young  king  Henry's  coronation 
no  fooner  reached  London  than  Lewis  marched 
to  reduce  Hereford ;  which  he  took  after  fo 
great  a  refinance  as  made  him  fenfible  of  the 
affebfion  of  the  inhabitants  to  their  natural 
prince.  The  lofs  fulfained  at  this  fiege3  to¬ 
gether  with  the  general  inclination  of  the 
people  to  declare  for  the  young  king,,  induced 
Lends  to  take  a  turn  into  France,  to  provide 
fufficient  reinforcements.  Which  abfence  of 
Lewis  was  fo  well  improved  by  the  wife  re¬ 
gent^  that  he  drew  off  many  of  the  moft  pow¬ 
erful  abettors  of  the  French  intereft  ;  and  a- 
mong  them  the  earls  of  Salisbury  and  Arundel . 

Lewis ,  arriving  from  France y  tho5  fomewhat 
furprifed  at  the  fudden  turn  of  affairs^  attempt¬ 
ed 
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cd  the  relief  of  Mount forr el ,  which  was  be- 
fieged  by  lome  of  king  Henry's  troops.,  and  meet¬ 
ing  with  fuccefs.,  he  proceeded  to  attack  the 
caftle  of  Lincoln ;  which  enterprize  proved  fa¬ 
tal  to  his  pretenfions. 

The  fiege  of  the  caftle  was  preffed  with 
great  vigour,  and  fultained  with  no  lefs 
bravery.,  till  the  arrival  of  the  regent  with  a 
good  army  for  its  relief.  The  enemies^  hav¬ 
ing  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Englijh  ar¬ 
my,  took  the  refolution  to  wait  their  attack 
within  the  city  (which  had  declared  for  Lewis') 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  pufh  on  the  liege  of 
the  caftle.  But  the  Englijh 3  infpired  with  fuch 
an  eagernefs  of  fighting  as  is  ufually  the  pre- 
fage  of  vidory^  made  a  vigorous  attack  at  the 
North  gate  of  the  city ;  where  having  over¬ 
come  the  obftinacy  of  their  countrymen  the 
malecontentSj  who  had  undertaken  to  fuftain 
the  firft  fhock,  they  made  a  great  daughter 
of  the  French ,  killing  their  general  and  en¬ 
tirely  ruining  their  army. 

After  this  defeat.,  the  cities  generally  dc- 
ferted  the  party  of  Lewis ,  fo  that  fcarce  any 
remained  firm  to  him  but  the  city  of  London . 
In  this  extremity  he  fends  to  folicit  fpeedy 
fuccours  from  France  ;  which,  being;  p*ot  top-e- 
ther  with  the  hafte  which  the  neceffity  of  his 
affairs  required.,  were  embarqued  on  a  fleet  of 
about  eighty  fail  commanded  by  one  Eufiache. , 

C  2  whOj, 


em- 


wIiOj  tho5  born  a  fubjedt  of  England ,  had  em¬ 
braced  the  French  party. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  French  preparations,, 
the  regent  in  all  halte  got  ready  a  fleet  of 
about  forty  (hips.,  commanded  by  Hubert  de 
Bourg,  which  (bon  after  coming  to  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  enemy,,  obtained  a  compleat 
vidfory.,  *  great  numbers  of  the  French  being 
miferably  deftroyed_,  their  admiral  taken,,  and 
their  fleet  entirely  ruined.  The  admiral  of¬ 
fered  a  confiderable  fum  for  his  ranlom_,  but 
it  was  fo  far  from  being  accepted.,  that  Richard, 
natural  fon  to  king  John,  upbraiding  him  with 
difloyalty  to  his  prince,,  in  a  rage  drew  his 
fword  and  killed  him. 

This  defeat  concluded  the  war  :  For  the  re¬ 


gent,  blocking  up  Lewis  in  London,  obliged  him 
foon  after  to  furrender  the  city3  to  renounce 
all  pretenfion  to  the  crown  of  England,  to 
deliver  up  whatever  places  he  had  itill  in  his 
pofleffion,,  and  to  agree  to  depart  the  land ; 
and  not  only  fo,  but  to  promife  to  perfuade  his 
father  Philip  to  reltore  Normandy  and  the  other 
provinces  in  France  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  Englljh,  and  in  cafe  he  could  not  prevail  with 
his  father,  to  engage  to  reftore  them  himfelf, 
at  his  firfl:  acceffion  to  the  crown.  But  Lewis, 
becoming  afterwards  the  eighth  of  that  name, 
never  performed  that  part  of  the  engagement 

which 
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which  related  to  the  reltoring  of  Normandy  and 
the  other  provinces. 

From  this  time  we  have  little  remarkable  at 
Sea,  till  the  year  1294,  when  king  Edward  1, 
incenfed  at  certain  piracies  committed  by  the 
French  againlt  the  Englljh ,  on  the  coaft  of  Nor- 
manily ,  fent  a  conliderable  fleer,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  admiral  Robert  Tiptop  who  entering 
the  Seine ,  funk  all  the  French  fliips  that  lay  in 
the  river,  and  afterwards  took  divers  others 
laden  wich  wine.  Whereupon  the  French  got 
ready  a  ftrong  fleet,  under  Charles  count  de  Va¬ 
lois,  who  coming  to  blows  with  the  Englljh ,  re¬ 
ceived  a  total  defeat.  However,  they  foon  af¬ 
ter  recruited  their  fleet,  and  furpriz’d  the  town 
of  Dover ,  which  they  plundered  and  burnt. 

After  thefe  tranfadfions,  peace  being  reftor- 
ed,  the  Erglljh  right  to  the  dominion  of  the  Brl- 
tijlt  Seas  was  univerfaliy  owned.  This  appears 
from  the  declaration  of  the  deputies  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  Danes,  Norwegians ,  Hollanders,  Zealanders , 
Friejlanders ,  Genoefe,  Catalonians ,  and  in  cifedt  of 
all  the  trading  nations  of  Europe ,  in  the  cafe  of 
Refiner  Grlmbald admiral  of  France.  Grimbald  had, 
it  feems,  prefumed  to  feize  fome  veffels  belong¬ 
ing  to  Guy  count  of  Flanders  in  the  Brltifh  Seas 
without  permillion  from  king  Edward  I.  Where¬ 
upon  the  deputies  unanimoufly  judged  that  vio¬ 
lence  to  be  an  ufurpation  on  the  right  of  the  En¬ 
glljh  crown,  *  and  declared  in  writing  that  the 
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kings  of  England  had  always  been  lords,,  not  on- 
ty  °f  the  adjacent  Sea.,  but  of  all  the  iflands 
therein  contained.  This  was  followed  by  the 
fuomiffion  of  the  Flemings  to  the  Englljh  domini¬ 
on  or  lbverignty  of  the  Seas^  made  in  open  par¬ 
liament  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  II.  But  in 
the  reign  of  his  fon  and  immediate  fucceffor 
Edward  III,  the  matter  was  brought  to  a  new 
deciflon  by  the  (Word,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Englljh.  The  occafion  was  this: 

Lewis ,  Philip,  and  Charles,  the  three  fons  of 
Philip  the  Fair,  dying  without  iffue3  Edward  laid 
claim  to  the  crown  of  France  in  right  of  his  mo- 
ther  queen  Ifahella,  who  was  their  filler.  But 
Philip  de  Valois ,  whofe  father  was  younger  bro¬ 
ther  to  Philip  the  Fair, was  proclaimed  king  by  the 
French, who  made  ufe  of  the  Sallque  law  to  exclude 
king  Edward,  chiefly  beca ufe  he  was  a  foreigner. 

Philip  wasnofooner  in  poffefiion  of  the  crown 
than  he  fent  a  fummons  to  Edward,  to  come  in 
perfon  to  do  him  homage  for  the  dukedom  of 
Aquitaln.  This  king  Edward  knew  was  in  effedt 
to  renounce  his  right  to  the  crown  of  France,  and 
to  own  that  of  his  rival :  But  an  almolt  invinci¬ 
ble  neceflity.,  proceeding  from  intelfine  commo¬ 
tions  in  England,  joined  with  his  own  tender  age,, 
obliged  him  to  comply.  However.,  the  infolence 
of  the  fummons.  together  with  fome  indigni¬ 
ties  im Deled  at  the  ceremony,  kindled  fuch  a 

i  J  7 

fire  in  the  bread  of  the  young  king  as  after¬ 
wards  broke  out  into  a  flame  not  to  be  quench¬ 
ed 
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ed  but  with  Seas  of  blood.  But  time  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  furnifli  the  means  of  purfuing  his  re- 
fentments.  The  diffractions  in  England  were 
fir  it  to  be  compofed.,  and  the  force  of  the 
Scots  (then  faithful  allies  of  the  French')  to  be 
broken.  Which  being  happily  effected.,  his  pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  crown  of  Franca  were  revived, 
and  the  war  refolved  on. 

The  beginning  of  the  war  was  favourable  to 
the  French  •  who  with  their  rallies  attack'd  and 

J  o 

almolt  laid  in  allies  the  town  of  Southampton. 
But  the  next  day  they  fuffered  a  repulfe  with 
the  lofs  of  about  three  hundred  men.  Nor  was 
it  long  ere  the  feene  was  changed  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  France . 

In  the  year  1339^  king  Edward  let  fail  with  a 
conliderable  fleet  and  army  and  landed  at  Ant¬ 
werp,  where  he  fir  ft  affirmed  the  title  and  arms 
of  France .  From  thence  he  entered  that  king¬ 
dom,  deftroying  the  Northern  parts  as  far  as  Jur - 
win.  But  this  expedition  palling  without  any 
action  of  confequence,  by  reafon  of  king  Vhi~ 
Up's  declining  to  fight,  he  returned  to  England , 
and  the  following  year  let  fail  again  with  a  fleet 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  fhips  for  Slays 
in  Flanders ,  near  which  place  the  French  with 
a  fleet  of  about  four  hundred  fail  had  pofted 
themfelves  with  defign  to  intercept  him.  But 
nothing  could  reflft  the  good  fortune  of  king 
Edward ,  or  retard  the  approaching  fate  of 
France.  The  brave  young  king  attack'd  the 
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enemy  in  perfom,  and  fighting  with  no  lefs  con- 
duet  than  courage^  gained  one  of  the  compleat- 
eft  victories  that  ever  happened  at  Sea.  Ia 
this  fight j  which  Iafted  from  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  till  feven  in  the  evening,  the  French  loft 
both  their  admirals.,  two  hundred  and  thirty 
fhipSj  and  tiurty  thoufand  men,,  moft  of  which 
were  drowned  by  leaping  into  the  Sea^  to  avoid 
tne  fury  of  the  Englijh.  This  great  lofs  is  con- 
fels  d  by  the  French  hiftorians  themfelves  ^  but 
they  adcf  that  the  Englijh  likewife  fuffered  con¬ 
siderably,,  and  that  king  Edward  was  wounded 
in  the  leg. 

Upon  this  king  Edward  landed  his  army.,  and 
fat  down  berore  loumay:  But  a  truce  prevent¬ 
ing  the  prog  refs  of  the  fiege_,  the  war  was 
deferred  for  feme  time.  At  laft,  the  truce  be¬ 
ing  expired^  he  pafs’d  the  Seas  a  third  time_,  and 
landing  in  Normandy y  took  the  rich  city  of  Caeny 
and  alter  wards  march’d  his  army  almoft  to  the 
walls  of  Par/s.  Then  followed  fuch  a  arain  of 
fucceftes,  as  we  feldcm  meet  with  in  hiftory. 
The  famous  vibiory  of  CreJJj  where  the  kings  of 
Bohemia  and  Majorca 3  and  nine  other  princes 
were  flain_,  together  with  the  glorious  victories 
at  Jdurham  and  Poicliers 3  where  the  kings  of  Scot¬ 
land  and  France  were  taken  prifoners3  as  alfo  the 
great  acquisitions  made  by  this  war  to  the 
crown  of  England,  might  well  deferve  a  parti¬ 
cular  mention^  were  they  not  foreign  to  our 
prefent  defign* 


The 
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The  war  with  France  (in  which  Scotland  was 
Iikewife  involved)  being  finifhed,  it  was  foon 
followed  by  a  war  with  Spain.  The  occafion 

was  this  : 

Henry  the  Bafiard ,  having  dethroned  Peter ; 
fir  named  the  Cruel ,  who  was  the  rightful  kingol 
Caftile ,  the  dethroned  prince  applied  himfeli  to 
king  Edward  for  affiftance  ^  who  fending  his 
fon,  the  brave  Edward ,  firnamed  the  Black 
Prince,  with  a  ftrong  body  of  Englijh  troops,, 
defeated  Henry's  army,  and  reftored  Peter •  But 
Henry ,  taking  his  opportunity  after  the  return 
of  the  Englijh  forces,  dethroned  Peter  the  fecond 
time  ;  and  entering  into  an  alliance  with  the 
French,  (who  began  to  difrelilh  the  late  peace 
with  England)  he,  by  way  of  revenge,  difturb- 
ed  the  Englijh  commerce,  feizing  feveral  of  their 
merchant-fhips  ;  which  were  plundered,  and 
and  afterwards  funk.  Upon  notice  of  this  at$i 
of  hoftility,  king  Edward  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  fif¬ 
ty  fhips,  and  going  on  board  in  perfon,  at¬ 
tacked,  and  defeated  the  Spanijh  fleet,  confuting 
of  forty-four  fail ?  of  which  feventeen  were 
taken;  the  reit  hardly  efcaping  by  favour  of 
the  night  In  memory  of  which  vi&ory 
he  afterwards  caufed  the  Rofe  Nobles  to 
be  coined,  on  the  one  fide  of  which  he  was 
reprelented  fitting  in  a  fliip  with  his  drawn 
fword,  as  proce&or  of  the  Englijh  dominion 
at  Sea* 


Yet 
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Yet  this  great  prince  was  not  without  fome 
experience  of  the  vanity  of  military  glory  :  For 
fending  the  earl  of  Pembroke  with  a  fleet  of  about 
Forty  fhipSj  to  the  relief  of  Rochelle ,  which  was 
befieged  by  the  French  by  Land,  and  the  Spaniards 
by  Sea,  his  fleets  aftei  a  iunous  engagement  a- 
gainft  a  fupenor  force_,  was  totally  ruined,  and 
the  eail  taken  pnfoner  by  Boccanlgra ,  the  Spa- 
wjh  admiral.  However.,  Rochel  held  out  brave¬ 
ly*  and  king  Edward  failed  with  another  fleet 
to  its  relief  •  but  being  driven  back  by  (form, 

tlie  city  at  lalt  iurrendered  on  honourable 
terms. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  king’s  reign,  the 
Flemings  having  incurred  his  difplealure,  a 
fleet  was  fent  againft  them,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  earl  of  Hereford,  who  meeting 
therm,  gave  them  a  confiderable  overthrow,  in 
which  twenty-five  of  their  fhips  were  either 
taken  or  deltroyed. 

King  Edward,  foon  after  dyings  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  Richard,  fon  to  Edward,  the  Black  Brine e, 
who  being  but  eleven  years  of  age,  thofe  who 
had  the  adminiftration  of  the  government  du¬ 
ring  his  minority,  by  having  too  little  regard 
to  naval  affairs,  gave  occafion  to  the  French, 
Spaniards  and  Scots ,  to  exercile  great  ravages 
and  aepredations  on  the  Englljh  coait.  But  one 
Mr.  Phtipot,  an  alderman  of  London,  (the  fame 
noble  patriot  who  killed  Wat.  Tyler ,  when  ar- 
refted  by  the  bra vs  Walworth )  firft  gave  a  check 

to 
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to  thofe  infolencies.  This  worthy  citizen,  fit_ 
ting  out  a  fleet  at  his  own  charge,  bravely  ha¬ 
zarded  his  perl'on  as  commander  in  chief,  and 
was  fo  fuccefsful,  that  he  foon  obliged  the  Spa¬ 
niards  to  refund  their  fhare  of  the  booty  taken 
from  the  Englijh ,  with  the  lofs  of  fifteen  of  their 
own  fhips  richly  laden.  Whereupon.,  the  go¬ 
vernment  beginning  to  exert  themfelves,  feve- 
ral  fquadrons  were  got  ready,  under  command 
of  the  earls  of  Arundel ,  Salisbury,  Nottingham  and 
others,  who  performed  many  brave  actions, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  took  above  an  hundred 
prizes,  French  and  Spanijh  •,  fb  that  the  Englijh 
havens  were  filled  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemies.  But  a  truce  foon  followed. 

About  this  time  a  Schifm  happened  in  the 
Rornifh  church,  occafioned  by  the  election  of 
Clement,  in  oppofition  to  pope  Urban ,  who  was 
in  poffelfion  of  the  chair.  Whereupon,  Urban 
invited  Elenry  Spencer ,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  a  man 
as  well  qualified  for  a  helmet  as  a  mitre,  to 
preach  up  the  C rufado,  and  to  ferve  as  general 
againft  Clement,  the  antipope.  The  bifhop, 
contenting,  obtained  a  fifteenth  of  the  parlia-  • 
ment,  to  be  employed  in  hiring  fhips,  and  rail-  , 
ing  troops  •,  with  which  palling  over  into  Flan¬ 
ders,  he  took  Newport ,  Dunkirk ,  and  Greveling , 
and  gained  a  great  victory  at  Sea  over  thirty 
thouland  of  Clement’s  adherents.  But  his  ene¬ 
mies,  at  home,  obliged  him  foon  after,  by  their 
intrigues,  to  quit  his  enterprize  for  want  of 
fupplies.  In 


44  Columna  Rofirata. 

In  the  year  1387,  the  French,  having  formed 
a  defign  to  invade  England ,  fitted  out  a  pow¬ 
erful  fleet,  which  was  reinforced  by  many  vef- 
fels  which  they  had  hired  of  the  Flemings :  But 
the  defign  was  difappointed  by  the  vigilance  of 
the  English  government.  However,  the  for- 
wardnefs  the  Flemings  had  (hewn,  to  lend  their 
Blips  to  the  enemy,  was  much  refented  by  the 
EngHJh :  Nor  was  it  long  ’ere  the  Flemings  were 
made  fenfible  of  their  refentment.  For  the 
earls  of  Arundel  and  Nottingham  being  at  Se* 
with  a  fquadron  of  the  king’s  fhips,  and  meet¬ 
ing  a  great  fleet  of  the  Flemifb  merchant  fhips 
coming  from  Rochelle ,  under  a  Itrong  convoy, 
they  attacked,  *  and  obliged  them  to  retire 
into  the  haven  of  Slugs ;  where  they  engaged 
them  a  fecond  time,  and  boarded,  and  took 
their  admiral,  with  a  vaft  number  of  fhips. 
’Twas  computed  that  the  merchants  loft  eigh¬ 
teen  thoufand  tuns  of  wine  on  board  the  fhips 
that  were  taken  or  deftroyed.  Nor  did  they 
flop  here,  but  landing  fome  thoufands  of  men, 
they  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Flanders .  From 
thence  they  failed  to  Brefl,  (at  that  time  be- 
fieged  by  the  French )  which  they  not  only  re¬ 
lieved,  but  likewise  made  thcmfelves  mafters 
of  'two  ftrong  forts. 

Peace  was  concluded  with  France ,  Anno  1 396, 

the  Spaniards  and  Scots  being  comprized  in  the 

treaty  But  in  the  following  reign  {viz,,  that 
r  of 
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of  king  Henry  IV.)  the  ancient  feuds  between 
the  Englijh,  French ,  and  Scots,  reviving,  they 
mutually  infulted,  and  harafs’d  each  other’s 
coafts.  The  firft  blow  was  ftruck  by  the 
French ,  who  landed  fome  troops,  and  burnt 
the  town  of  Flimouth .  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Englijh  commanded  by  William  Wilford ,  by  way 
of  revenge,  took,  and  deftroyed  about  forty 
Ihips  on  the  coaft  of  Bretagne ,  and  landing  at 
Tenmarc ,  enriched  themlelves  with  the  plunder 
of  the  country.  The  French ,  leeking  to  re¬ 
venge  this  in  their  turn,  landed  near  Dartmouth, 
and  attacked  the  place  j  but  were  beaten  off  by 
the  townfmen  and  country  people,  with  the 
lofs  of  their  commander,  and  fix  hundred  men 
either  killed  or  taken.  Nor  did  Scotland  efcape 
a  fhare  of  the  calamities  of  war.  For  a  fqua- 
dron  of  ten  fhips  under  command  of  Sir  Robert 
Umfreville  ravaged  the  coafts  on  both  fides  of 
the  firth  of  Forth  for  fourteen  days,  burnt  the 
capital  fhip  of  that  kingdom,  called.  The  Great 
Galliot,  and  took  divers  prizes. 

But  thefe  exploits  were  but  trifles,  if  com¬ 
puted  with  the  afitions  of  the  fucceeding  reign. 
For  the  glorious  king  Henry  V,  Ion  of  king 
Henry  IV,  afcending  the  throne  in  the  year 
purified  his  title  to  the  crown  of  France 
(derived  from  his  great  grandfather,  king  Edw. 
Ill,)  with  fuch  prodigious  fuccefs  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  that  he  in  a  fhort  time  obtained  the 
regency,  and  opened  the  way  for  the  fuccef- 

fiot} 
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fion  of  his  fon5  king  Henry  VI3  to  the  crown  of 
that  kingdom. 

This  great  prince  having  landed  in  France, 
taken  the  town  of  Harfleur ,  and  won  immortal 
honour  by  the  defeat  of  the  French  army  in  the 
famous  battle  of  Ayflncourt ,  the  French  attempt¬ 
ed  the  next  campaign  to  retake  Harfleur .  For 
this  purpofe^  the  vice-admiral  of  France,  with 
the  whole  naval  force  of  the  kingdom,  and  a 
ftrong  fquadron  of  Genoefe  Caracks  block’d  it  up 
by  Sea.,  while  the  conftable  of  France  befieged  it 
by  Land.  The  duke  of  Bedford,  the  king’s  un- 
c\c,  was  hereupon  lent  with  the  Englljh  fleet  to 
the  relief  of  the  place.  This  brave  nobleman 
executed  his  commiffion  with  fuch  refolution 
and  conduct,  that  notwithftanding  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  the  Genoefe  (who  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  on  this  occafion)  the  enemies  were  to¬ 
tally  defeated.,  and  no  Ids  than  five  hundred 
French  veffels  of  all  forts,,  together  with  three 
large  Genoefe  Caracks ,  either  taken  or  funk  : 
Which  good  fuccefs  obliged  the  conftable  to 
break  up  the  liege. 

As  this  victory^  (which  both  French  and 
Genoefe  hiftorians  confefs  to  have  been  com¬ 
plete)  more  firmly  eftabliflied  the  Englijh  nation 
in  the  fovereignty  of  the  Seas;  fo  the  great 
fucceffes  which  followed  at  land  foon  placed 
an  Englijh  prince  on  the  throne  of  France. 

From  this  period^,  during  the  civil  contention* 
between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lane  after,  no¬ 
thing 


thing  remarkable  happened  at  Sea,  with  regard 
to  foreign  enemies,  except  that  the  French,  ha¬ 
ving  Tided  with  th q  Lane aftr lan  party  >  a  conside¬ 
rable  fleet  and  army  were  Tent  by  king  Edward 
IV,  under  command  of  the  earl  of  Ejj'ex  and 
others,  who,  landing  at  Conduct  in  Bretagne , 
plundered  the  adjacent  country,  as  alfo  the  ifle 
of  Rhe ,  and  took  many  prizes. 

But  king  Henry  VII,  who  fucceeded  Edward, 
having,  by  his  marriage  with  the  lady  Elizabeth 
daughter  to  Edward,  united  the  contending 
houfes  of  Tork  and  Lancaster,  and  thereby  put 
an  end  to  that  ruinous  war,  the  Englljh  Toon 
found  means  to  render  themfelves  very  confi- 
derable  abroad.  'Twas  in  his  reign  that  Sir 
Richard  Toynings ,  at  the  defire  of  the  archduke 
Maximilian,  was  Tent  with  a  fquadron  to  affilt 
in  reducing  the  town  of  Sluys  in  Flanders,  which 
had  been  Seized  and  made  a  receptacle  of  pi¬ 
rates  by  the  baron  Ravenftein,  a  fubjedl  of  the 
archduke  :  Which  enterprize,  meeting  with 
fuccefs,  gained  the  applaufe  of  all  the  trading 
nations  ot  Europe.  ’Twas  likewife  in  his  reign 
that  the  wonderful  difcoveries  of  the  Spaniards 
under  Columbus  in  the  Weft,  and  of  the  Rortu - 
guefe  under  Vaftco  de  Gama  in  the  Eaft,  began  to 
raife  an  emulation  in  the  Englljh,  who  chiefly 
bent  themfelves  to  the  making  the  like  difco¬ 
veries  in  the  North .  To  this  end  the  two  Ca¬ 
bots  ( John  and  Sebaftian )  Mr.  Jackman,  Mr.  Chan¬ 
cellor  and  others  were  fir  It  employed,-  who  made 
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a  difcovery  of  almoft  all  the  Northern  coafts  of 
Europe  and  America  (as  far  as  the  rigor  of  the 
cold  and  the  danger  of  the  ice  would  permit) 
from  the  river  Obi  to  the  Cape  of  Florida .  And 
tho  the  chief  defign  of  their  Northern  voyages 
mifcarried,  which  was  to  find  out  a  North  Eafi 
paffage  to  the  Eaftindies,  in  order  to  fhare  with 
the  Portuguefe  in  the  commerce  of  thofe  wealthy 
countries  by  a  fhorter  way,-  yet  they  did  nor, 
altogether,  lofe  their  labour.  For  hereby  the 
Englijh  became  in  time  poffeffed  of  almoft  the 
whole  Northern  coaft  of  America ,  and  by  their 
difcoveries  of- thofe  parts,  as  alfo  of  the  coafts 
of  Greenland  and  Rujfia ,  they  became  fenfible 
that  the  North  had  its  riches  as  well  as  the 
Eafi  and  Weft:  For  here  they  found  the  cod 
and  whale  fiftieries,  and  the  rich  furs  of  Hud- 
fons  bay  and  Siberia . 

Among  thofe  brave  adventurers,  Sebaftian  Ca¬ 
bot  was  the  man  who  firft  took  notice  of  the 
Variation  of  the  compafs :  Which  variation  had 
Columbus  known  and  comprehended  the  rea- 
fon  of  it,  he  might  (as  *  Dr.  Brown  obferves) 
have  been  fufficiently  confirmed  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  of  a  new  world,  having  palfed  but  little 
more  than  half  the  way  to  it.  For  there¬ 
abouts  the  needle,  being  excited  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  valt  continent,  begins 
to  vary  towards  the  Wsfty  and  increafes  its  va¬ 
riation,  in  fome  proporion  to  its  nearer  ap~ 
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proach  to  the  land.  The  difference  of  fiich 
variation  in  different  parts  of  the  worlds  has 
of  late  been  nicely  obferved,  and  accurately 
defcribed  by  the  famous  Dr.  Halley. 

But  tho'  the  English,  in  thofe  times,  were  con¬ 
fiderable  for  power,  and  fortunate  in  difcove- 
ries  j  yet  had  they  no  confiderable  occalion  to 
affert  their  fovereignty  at  Sea,  till  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII,  -when  it  appeared  that  they 
were  not  degenerate  from  the  virtue  of  their  an- 
ceftors.  In  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  one  An¬ 
drew  Barton ,  a  Scotchman ,  piratically  infefting 
the  Britijh-feas  with  two  Blips,  was  killed,  and 
both  his  Blips  taken,  after  a  defperate  fight,  by 
two  brave  young  noblemen,  who  had  fitted 
out  an  equal  number  of  velTels  at  their  own 
charge.  Thefe  were  the  fons  of  the  great  earl, 
of  Surrey,  who  won  the  victory  at  Flcddon- field s 
where  king  James  IV.  of  Scotland  w7as  killed,  and 
who  for  that,  and  other  fervices,  was  created 
duke  of  Norfolk.  Nor  was  the  early  valour  of 
the  Ions  unrewarded  •  both  of  them  becoming 
fucceffively  lords  high-admirals  of  England.  Ed¬ 
ward,  tho’  the  younger  brother,  was  firft  ad¬ 
vanced  to  that  eminent  poll  ,•  but  after  fome 
confiderable  actions,  expofing  his  perfon  fome« 
what  too  boldly,  by  boarding  a  French  Blip  in 
Conauet-road,  he  was  pufh’d  over-board  by  the 
enemy’s  pikes,  and  drowned. 

His  brother,  the  lord  Thomas  Howard,  being 
made  lord  high-admiral  of  England ,  in  his  Bead 

D  J 


,  1 


5°  Col  twin  a  Roflrata. 

as  alfo  admiral  of  the  emperor  Charles  V,  (who 
joined  his  fleet  with  that  of  the  Englijh )  was 
more  fortunate  in  the  French  war.  For  making 
a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy  near  Cher- 
burgh,  hedeftroyed  the  adjacent  country :  And 
afterwards  landing  near  Morlalx  in  Bretagne ,  he 
took  the  town  by  ftorm,  plundered  it,  and 
burnt  feventeen  fail  of  French  fhips  on  the  coaft. 

Confiderable  damage  was  likewife  done  a- 
bout  the  fame  time  on  the  coaft  of  France , 
by  Sir  Edward  Fitz,-Williams  :  And  fome  time 
after,  a  war  being  begun  with  Scotland  (occa- 
fion’d  by  the  Scots  breaking  the  match  that  had 
been  agreed  on-  between  prince  Edward ,  king 
Henry's  fon,  and  their  young  princefs)  the  lord 
Lifle,  who  fucceeded  as  lord  high-ad miral,  fail¬ 
ed  with  the  fleet  and  a  body  of  troops  com¬ 
manded  by  the  earl  of  Hertford  to  Leith  ;  which 
place  they  took.,  as  alfo  the  city  of  Edinburgh ; 
which  was  let  on  fire,  and  burnt  three  days  fuc- 
celfively  :  But  the  caftle  ftill  holding  out,  the 
Englijh  returned  home,  after  having  burnt  Ha - 
dington  and  Leith,  and  taken  divers  veffels  out 
of  the  ports  and  creeks  on  the  Scottijh  Coafl. 

Soon  after  this,  the  war  continuing  with 
France,  the  French  made  fomc  attempts  on  the 
coaft  of  England,  but  were  repulfed  ^  and  being 
afterwards  encountered  by  the  Englijh  fleet,  a 
fharp  action  enfued,  which  lafted  till  night,  and 
their  diforderly  retreat  put  an  end  to  the  com¬ 
bat.  The  Englijh,  purfuing,  landed  fix  thoufand 
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men  at  Treport ,  and  burnt  the  town  and  abbey, 
together  with  thirty  fhips  which  lay  in  the 
harbour. 

The  next  campaign,  the  Englijh  had  feveral 
rencounters  with  the  French  on  their  coalts* 
Particularly  before  Ainbleteufe,  eight  of  their 
fhips,  engaging  with  an  equal  number  of  French 
gallies,  took  one  and  obliged  the  reft  to  lheer 
off  much  difabled.  Thus  ended  the  naval  war. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward. 
VI,  another  war  being  begun  with  Scotland  on 
account  or  the  forementioned  match,  a  fleet  was 
lent  under  command  of  the  lord  Clinton,  who 
(while  the  duke  of  Somerfet  marched  with  an  ar¬ 
my  into  that  kingdom,  and  defeated  the  Scots 
at  Mufelburgb- fight)  infulted  the  coaft,  and  de¬ 
ft  royed  the  adjacent  country.  Whereupon  the 
war  being  renewed  by  France ,  the  French  at¬ 
tempted  to  reduce  the  ifles  of  Guernfey  and  Jer - 
fij  j  for  which  purpofe,  a  ftrong  fquadron  was 
lent  with  two  thouland  land  forces  on  board  : 
But  the  enemies  were  fo  vigoroufly  attack’d  by 
captain  William  Winter ,  that  they  were  forced 
to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men,  and 
all  their  gallies. 

The  following  reign  (viz,,  that  of  queec 
Mary )  tho’  not  very  remarkable  for  naval  ex¬ 
ploits,  yet  afforded  fomething  confiderable, 
with  regard  to  commerce.  Such  was  the  in¬ 
corporation  of  the  Mufcovy  Company,  and  the 
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diffolution  ot'  the  corporation  of  Itill-yard  fac- 
tOis,  who  were  agents  for  the  Hanfe  Towns . 

The  confederacy  of  the  Hanfe  Towns  is  faid 
to  have  begun  in  the  year  1560.  They  con- 
fi  f  d  of  fixty-hx  cities,  united  for  the  fecuri- 
ty  of  their  commerce,  which  before  their  uni¬ 
on  had  been  much  disturbed,  during  the  wars 
between  Sweden  and  Denmark „  But  having  af¬ 
terwards  recovered  the  freedom  of  trade,  they 
became,  for  about  the  fpace  of  an  hundred 
years,  the  chief,  and  almoft  only  merchants  of 
Europe.  To  thofe  Hanfe  Towns  king  Henry  III, 
(to  make  good  the  damage  they  had  fuftained 
by  the  wreck  of  the  greateft  part  of  a  fleet,  in 
its  return  from  his  fervice)  granted  extraordi¬ 
nary  privileges,  and  among  other  things,  con- 
fented  that  they  fhouid  pay  but  one  per  Cent,  cu- 
Horn  for  the  future.  But  this  proving  a  great 
damage  to  the  EnglTjh  nation,  it  was  after¬ 
wards  changed  to  twenty  per  Cent,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Mary ,  by  the  advice,  as  Tis  faid,  of  her 
fpoufe  king  Philip  II,  of  Spain.  And  the  cuftom 
being  afterwards  continued  on  the  fame  foot  by 
her  iuccelTor  queen  Elizabeth ;  this  caufed  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  their  traffick  for  a  while,  and  gave 
opportunity  to  the  Englijh ,  by  degrees,  to  take 
the  whole  trade  into  their  own  hands.  From 
hence  arofe  great  difputes  between  the  queen 
and  thole  towns :  the  refult  of  which  was  the  total 
ruin  of  their  intereft  in  England, and  the  rife  of  the 
honourable  company  of  Merchants  Adventurers. 

Yet  the  fhort  reign  of  queen  Mary  paffed  not 
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without  Tome  adion  by  Sea.  For  bavin  ;  .Hilled 
king  Philip  with  a  ftrong  body  of  Engiijh  t.  •  ps 
(by  whole  valour  the  battle  of  St.  'JgHtmtlu  was 
chiefly  won)  the  French ,  by  way  ol  revenge* 
fuddenly  attacked  the  town  and  forts  of  Calais 
and  finding  them  unprovided,  foon  obliged 
them  to  Surrender ,•  by  which  means  the  Engiijh 
loll  all  looting  in  France.  Hereuponj  the  lord 
Clinton  was  lent  with  a  fleet  and  leven  thoufand 
land-foldiers  to  the  coalt  of  Bretagne ,  where 
he  landed  and  burnt  the  town  of  Conmiet;  but 
with  the  Ids  of  fix  hundred  of  his  men.  Cer¬ 
tain  Engiijh  fliips  were  likewife  the  occafion  of 
a  confiderable  vi&ory  over  the  French  at  land. 
For  the  Spanijh  army  under  count  Egmont  being 
engaged  in  a  doubt!  ul  fight  with  the  French  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Greveling,  a  feaport  of 
Flanders,  it  happened  that  a  fquadron  of  Engiijh 
came  failing  along  the  coaft  near  the  place  where 
the  battle  was  fought;  who,  obferving  what 
paflfed  between  the  two  armies,  brought  their 
broadfides  to  bear  upon  the  flank  of  the  French 
troops  in  fuch  manner  that  the  whole  army  was 
put  to  the  rout.  Many  were  killed  by  the  Spani¬ 
ards  on  the  field  of  battle,the  general  and  all  the 
fuperior  officers  were  taken  prifoners,  ana  fuch 
others  who  endeavoured  toelcape  by  leaping  in¬ 
to  the  Sea  were  deftroyed  by  the  Engiijh ;  except 
only  two  hundred,  who  were  laved  and  after¬ 
wards  prefented  to  the  queen.  *  • 

E>  3  CHAP, 

!  Strada  de  Bello  Belg.  Lib.  i.  Dec.  j. 


5  +  Columna  Rqftrata. 
CHAP.  HI. 

An  Account  of  tne  Englifh  naval  affairs^  dur- 
wg  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

WE  are  now  come  to  a  reign  which  gave 
plentiful  occaficn  to  the  Englljh  to  ex- 
ercife  themfelvcs  in  Sea-affairs,  and  which  pro¬ 
duced  as  many  brave  Sea  commanders  as  all 
the  preceding  reigns.  Among  thefe  the  lord 
Charles  Howard,  fon  and  heir  of  William  lord 
Howard  of  Effingham,  (defcended  from  a  colla¬ 
teral  branch  of  the  molt  noble  family  of  the 
dukes  of  Norfolk.)  was  the  fir  ft  in  rank,  and 
one  of  the  chief  in  fame.  Next  to  him  was 
bir  Richard  Greenvll,  vice-admiral,  (a  gentle¬ 
man  related  to  the  noble  family  of  the  earls  of 
Bath)  who  with  a  Roman  Bravery  facrificed  his 
life  to  the  honour  of  his  country.  The  third 
place  is^  due  to  the  renowned  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
who  raifed  himfelf  and  his  family  by  his  me- 
iits,  was  the  terror  of  Spain,  and  the  fir  ft  Sea- 
captain  who  performed  the  voyage  round  the 
globe  of  the  earth.  Next  to  him  we  may 
rank  Mr.  Thomas  Candljh,  (a  gentleman  of  the 
illuftrious  family  of  Cavendlffi,  which.,  by  king 
James  1,  was  afterwards  honoured  with  the 
earldom  (now  the  dukedom)  of  Devonjhlre  who 
was  the  fecond  Sea-captain  that  began  and 
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finifhed  that  voyage.  The  famous  Sir  Walter 
.Raleigh,  was  another  ornament  of  this  reign, 
not  only  as  being  an  eminent  Sea-commander, 
but  as  being  a  perfon  of  uncommon  learning ° 
who,  tho5  he  never  fignalized  himfelf  by  per¬ 
forming  the  voyage  of  the  world,  as  did  Drake 
and  Candljh ,  yet  gained  no  lefs  honour,  by  firft 
writing  its  hiftory  with  fuccefs.  After  thefe, 
we  may  place  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  a  perfon  of 
great  bravery  and  experience  in  Sea-affairs 
and  Sir  Martin  Forbijher ,  who  was  the  firft  that 
attempted  the  difcovery  of  a  North-Wtfl  palfage 
to  the  Eajl -Indies  :  Nor  muft  we  omit  Mr.  Da - 
vis,  who  was  the  difeoverer  of  the  Streight , 
which  ftill  bears  his  name.  The  earls  of  Ejjex 
and  Cumberland ,  and  Sir  John  Norris 5  tho5  not 
bred  to  the  Sea,  yet  fignalized  themfelves  by 
their  naval  expeditions,  and  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  glory  of  this  reign. 

Soon  after  the  acceflion  of  queen  Elizabeth  to 
the  crown,  the  reformers  in  Scotland  finding 
themfelves  embroiled  with  the  queen-regent, 
who  had  called  in  the  French  to  opprefs  them, 
implored  the  prote&ion  of  England.  Upon 
which,  the  queen  fent  not  only  an  army  to 
their  affiftance,  but  likewife  a  fquadron  of  her 
Ihips,  which  attack’d  and  took  feveral  French 
men  of  war  in  the  road  of  Leith5  while  the 
troops  laid  fiege  to  the  town.  But  the  death  of 
the  queen-regent,  which  happened  foon  after, 
put  a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  war. 
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As  tins  firft  action  of  queen  Elizabeth's  rei^n 
aiicovered  her  care  of  religion  •  fo  that  winch 
immediately  followed,  was  a  proof  of  her  con¬ 
cern  or  tne  fecurity  of  commerce.  For  the 
oeas  having  for  fbme  time  been  infefted  bv 
French  and  Dutch  pirates,  fne  gave  fuch  effedual 
orders  that  the  pirates  were  immediately  fup- 

pre.s  d,  arid  the  Seas  rendered  fafe  to  the  in- 
outtrious  trader. 

The  queen’s  fame  increafing,  John  Eaffllm 
emperor  of  Raffia  lent  embaffadors  into  England 
m  the  year  15-67  with  rich  prefer, ts  :  And  fuch 
was  his  elleeni  for  her  virtues  and  the  merits 
oi  the  Englifl,  nation  (which  had  firlt  opened 
*e  into  his  dominions,  by  the  difeovery 
oi  the  port  of  Archangel)  that,  at  her  requelt, 
m.  planted  the  Engl/JJj  Aiuffcovy  Company  the  pri- 
•  iiege  of  trading  to  the  Northern  parts  of  that 
country,  exclufive  of  all  other  nations.  With 
thofe  embaffadors,  came  one  Mr.  Jcnkinfon ,  a 
gentleman,  who  was  the  firlt  that  made  a  dif¬ 
eovery,  and  a  geographical  defeription  of  the 
m.and  parts  of  Mufcovy,  as  Mr.  Chancellor  was 

the  fir  ft,  who  made  a  difeovery.  and  a  draught 
of  the  Sea-coalt. 

i  he  great  encouragement  given  to  trade 
icon  excited  a  noble  emulation  in  the  Englijh 
rnerchanrs,  which  prompted  them  to  ufie  their 
utmoft  endeavours,  tho’  with  great  expence, 
to  extend  the  fame  by  new  dilcovenes  and  ac- 
quihtions.  An  attempt  had  been  formerly 
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made  by  Mr.  Jackmany  to  find  out  a  Ncrth-eaJI 
paffage  to  the  Eajl-Indies  •  but  tho?  he  difeover¬ 
ed,,  and  paffed  the  Streigfct  of  Waygatsy  and 
came  into  the  'Tartarian  Sea.,  which  extends  it 
felf  to  the  Holy  Cape,  where  it  joins  the  Orl~ 
ental  Ocean  j  yet  finding  it  impoffible  to  pro¬ 
ceed.,  by  reafon  of  the  ice.,  he  was  obliged  to 
return.  This  ill  fuccels,  however^  gave  birth 
about  this  time  to  a  new  undertaking,  in 
which.,  Mr.  Forbljher  (afterwards  Sir  Martin) 
was  employed.,  which  was  to  difeover  a  North - 
Well  paffage  to  thofe  Indies . 

Mr.  Forbljher  performed  his  firft  voyage  in 
the  year  1576,,  at  which  time  he  difeovered  a 
fort  of  deep  bay  or  gulf,  clear  of  ice,  which  he 
imagined  to  be  the  paffage  he  fought  for,  and 
therefore  gave  it  the  name  of  Forb'jhers  Str eighty 
But  returning  thither  the  following  year  to 
make  a  farther  difeovery  of  thefuppos’d  paffage 
he  found  it,  even  in  the  month  of  July,  fo 
flopped  up  with  ice,  that  his  lhip  was  in  great 
danger  of  being  loft.  And  tho’  he  undertook  a 
third  voyage,  in  the  year  1778  ,•  yet  he  itill 
found  it  in  the  fame  month  of  July,  fo  filled 
with  mountains  of  ice,  the’  but  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  62  degrees,  that  it  was  judged  im- 
pradtigcable  to  proceed. 

He  was  fome  years  after  followed  by  Mr.  Da- 
vis,  who  difeovered  to  the  73d  degree  of  lati¬ 
tude,  and  gave  his  name  to  another  fuppofed 
paffage  ,•  but  the  difeovery  was  likewife  of  no 
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ufe,  with  regard  to  the  main  defign  ,•  no  more 
than  was  that  of  our  countryman  Mr.  Hudfon 
who  difcovered  the  bay  that  bears  his  name. 

About  the  fame  time,,  capt.  Francis  Drake  be- 
gan  to  make  himfelf  famous  by  his  voyages  and 
exploits  in  the  warmer  climates.  His  firit  re¬ 
markable  voyage  was  to  Nombre  de  Dios  ^  which 
he  took;  but  being  wounded,  and  his  men  forc¬ 
ing  him  aboard,  he  was  obliged,  to  his  great 
regret,  to  leave  behind  him  a  valt  treafure, 
which  lay  in  the  king  of  Spain  s  ware-houfes. 
However,  the  fight  of  that  treafure,  added  to 
tne  booty  taken  elfewhere,  gave  no  fhiall  en¬ 
couragement  to  further  undertakings.  Accord- 
ingly^  in  the  year  1577,  he  fet  fail  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  y  with  five  fhips  and  barques,  fitted  out  at 
his  own.  expence,  and  having  on  board  a  hun¬ 
dred  fixty-four  men.  In  Augufl  1578,  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Streight  of  Magellan ,  which  he  paffed 
in  fixteen  days,  and  fo  arrived  in  the  South-Sea . 
Sailing  along  the  coaft  of  Chili ,  he  plundered 
the  town  of  St.  Jago ,  and  after  taking  feveral 
rich  prizes,  came  into  the  haven  of  Lima.  Here 
he  plundered  twelve  Spanlfh  fhips,  which  he 
found  lying  at  anchor;  and  by  examining  the 
prifoners,  he  got  intelligence  of  a  very  rich 
fhip,  called  the  Cacafuego ,  which  was  juft  failed 
tor  Pa  it  a.  d  his  fhip  was  foon  after  taken, 
with  a  great  treafure  in  jewels,  thirteen  chefts 
full  of  ryais  of  plate,  fourfeore  pound  weight 
of  goid,  and  fix  and  twenty  tons  of  unrefined 

filver. 
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fiiver.  He  afterwards  took  the  town  of  Gua- 
tulco ,  as  alfo  another  fhip  laden  with  Eaft-India 
wares,  in  both  which  he  found  good  plunder  ; 
So  that  having  fufficiently  enriched  himfelf  and 
his  companions,  he  began  to  think  of  return¬ 
ing  home.  But  the  whole  coaft  of  the  South-Sea 
being  alarmed,  and  the  paffage  of  the  Streight 
of  Magellan  very  dangerous,  by  reafon  of  ftorms, 
ft  was  refolved  to  itretch  away  to  the  Eajl- -Indies, 
and  fo  to  return  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  By 
the  way,  being  in  the  j^th  deg.  of  northern 
latitude,  he  difcovered  a  new  country,  where 
landing,  he  and  his  men  received  fuch  honours 
from  the  natives,  as  feemed  to  refemble  religi¬ 
ous  worfhip.  The  king,  ’tis  faid,  refigned  his 
crown,  and  the  people  fubmitted  to  the  do¬ 
minion  of  England :  Whereupon  Drake  took 
poffeffion  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the 
queen,  and  called  it  New  Albion.  Afterwards 
coming  to  the  Molucca  Iflands,  he  received  great 
civilities  from  the  king  of  Ternata ,  the  chief  of 
thofe  i (lands,  who  offered  to  become  the  queen 
of  England's  valfal,  in  hopes  of  being  protected 
by  her  againft  the  Portuguese.  From  thence, 
palling  by  Java  Major  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
he  arrived  about  the  end  of  the  year  jy8o,  in 
England ;  having  in  that  voyage,  which  was 
performed  in  about  three  years,  failed  quite 
round  the  globe  of  the  earth.  At  his  return,  he 
found  that  he  had  loft  one  natural  day  in  his 
reckoning,  having  in  his  voyage  once  per¬ 
formed 
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iormed  the  fame  courfe  which  the  fun  Teems 
to  perform  in  one  day.  As  a  reward  for  this 
memorable  undertaking,  he  received  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  knighthood  from  the  queen,  who  like- 
wiie  bellowed  on  him,  for  a  coat  of  arms 
azure  waving  between  two  liars,  with  the 
globe  of  the  earth  and  a  fhip  with  a  girdle 
encompaffing  the  earth  for  a  crelt. 

I  he  queen  having  declared  her  refolution, 
to  protedf  the  United  Provinces  again!!  the  op- 
preflion  of  Spain,  Tent  Sir  Francis  Drake  in  the 
year  i  j8j,  as  admiral  to  the  Weft- Indies  with  a 
fleet  of  twenty  one  fail  and  about  two  thou- 
land  foldiers  under  command  of  Mr.  Chriftopher 
Carlijie,  with  intention  to  find  the  Spaniards 
employment  at  home.  Thefe,  coming  to  the 
iflands  of  Cape  Ferd,  plundered  and  burnt  the 
town  of  Praya.  From  thence  they  proceeded 
to  Hifpaniola,  where  they  took  the  town  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  ranfomed  it  for  twenty  five  thou¬ 
sand  ducates.  Cartbagcna  was  taken  next  by 
florin  and  ranfomed  tor  one  hundred  and  ten 
t ho u fa n d  ducates.  Then  failing  along  the  coaft 
ol  Florida  they  took  and  burnt  the  towns  of  St. 
jAntnony  and  St.  Hellen’ s  and  demolifhed  the  fort 
ot  st.  John.  The  booty  taken  by  the  Englifi  in  this 
expedition  was  valued  at  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounus,  befides  two  hundred  pieces  of  brafs, 
*u.d  toi  ty  iron  cannon,-  but  the  lofs  fuftained 
py  Spaniards  was  far  more  confiderable. 
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Soon  after  this,,  the  queen,,  having  intelli¬ 
gence  of  mighty  preparations  in  Spain  againft 
England,  feilt  Sir  Francis  Drake  with  a  confidc- 
rable  fquadron  to  deltroy  the  Spanijh  fliips  in- 
their  ports.  The  fuccels  of  this  expedition 
was  fuch,  that  about  an  hundred  fliips  were 
taken,  burnt,  or  funk  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,,  with 
great  quantities  of  rich  merchandize,  ammu¬ 
nition  and  provifions  on  board  ;  among  which 
was  a  great  galleon  of  the  marquis  de  Santa, 
Cruz,,  and  a  rich  mercbant-fliip  of  Ragufa.  In 
his  return  he  furprized  three  forts  near  Cape  St. 
Vincent ,  and  proceeding  to  Cafcais,  he  challenged 
the  marquis  de  Santa  Cruz,,  admiral  of  the  Spa¬ 
nish  gallies,  to  an  engagement.  Upon  the  mar¬ 
quis’s  refufal,  Drake  fleer’d  away  to  the  iflands 
called  the  Azores,  near  which  he  took  a  rich  Por- 
tufueze  Carack,  called,  the  St.  Philip ,  being  the 
firft  of  that  fort  that  ever  was  taken  by  the  En- 
glijb,  coming  from  the  E.aft-Indies. 

In  the  year  ijS6,  Mr  Thomas  Catidijh  under¬ 
took  his  voyage  round  the  globe  of  the  earth  ; 
which  voyage  he  performed  in  two  years  and 
about  two  months.  He  fet  out  with  two  fliips 
and  a  barque  from  Plymouth,  having  on  board  a 
hundred  twenty-three  perfbns,  men  and  boys. 
Faffing  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan ,  he 
burnt  many  Spanijh  towns  on  the  coafts  of  Chili, 
Peru,  and  New  Spain,  deitroyed  nineteen  Spanijh 
fliips,  and  took  the  admiral  of  the  South~Sca,  a 
fliip  of  feven  hundred  tons,  called,  the  St.  Ann. 
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This  fliip  was  very  richly  laden,  having  on 

ooard  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pefoes  in 

gold,  and  a  large  cargo  of  f.lks,  fat  tins,  musk, 

snd  other  valuable  goods,  which  he  loaded  on 

his  own  fhips,  and  brought  fafe  to  England.  He 

aftei  wards  undertook  another  voyage  to  the 

Strelgbts  of  Magellan-  but,  being  driven  by  a 

contrary  wind  to  the  coaft  of  Brazil  he  there 
died. 

The  year  xjS8,  was  famous  for  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  fo  call'd,  Invincible  Spanijh  Armada: 
Of  which  we  fhall  give  a  particular  account. 

The  power  of  Spain ,  after  the  conqueff  of 
the  Aioors  of  Granada  by  Ferdinand  (who,  by  his 
marriage  with  Ifabella ,  had  united  the  two  king¬ 
doms  of  Caflile  and  Arragon )  became  very  con- 
fiderable.  But  the  Spanijh  navigation  and  Sea- 
forces  were  foon  prodigioufly  increas’d  by  the 
acquifition  of  Naples,  and  the  belt  part  of  Ame- 
rica3  which  was  dncovered  in  his  time :  After 
which  the  nobie  victory  of  Lepanto,  in  the  reign 
of  Philip  II,  gained  over  the  Turks  by  Don  John 
of  Aufiridy  added  much  to  the  power,  but  more 
to  the  reputation  of  the  Spanijh  fleets. 

Befides  a  great  number  of  Gallies,  (which 
were  ufuaily  employed  m  the  Mediterranean) 
the  force  of  Spain 5  at  Sea,  confuted  chiefly  in 
a  fort  of  tall  flxips,  called,  Galleons.  Many  of 
thefe  galleons  were  of  a  prodigious  bulk,  and 
in  general.,  their  fides  were  too  high  to  admit 
eafily  of  boarding,  as  well  as  too  thick  to  be 
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pierced  at  a  diftance  by  the  Englijh  cannon.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Ihips  of  the  Englijh  royal 
navy,  being  at  that  time  very  light  and  mount¬ 
ed  with  fmaller  pieces.,  could  difcharge  more 
nimbly,  and  were  more  ealily  governed  than 
the  monftrous  galleons  of  the  enemy.  Eut 
befides  the  galleons,  there  was  another  fort 
of  velTels  which  help’d  to  compofe  the  Spanijh 
fleets,  called  Galliajl'es.  Thele  were  a  mid¬ 
dle  fort  between  gallies  and  galleons  partak¬ 
ing  of  the  form  and  advantages  of  both.  Their 
prows  and  Items,  like  thole  of  gallies,  were 
provided  with  large  cannon  ;  and  their  fides 
winged  with  three  banks  of  oars  ,•  but  between 
the  banks,  and  likewife  between  the  Angle  oars 
there  were  port-holes  furnifhed  with  cannon, 
after  the  manner  of  the  galleons.  This  fort 
of  velTels  was  firlt  ufed  by  the  Venetians  in 
the  battle  of  Lepanto ,  and  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  ruin  of  the  Turkish  fleet. 

King  Philip  had  (according  to  *  Strada )  been 
forming  a  defign  againlt  England  ever  flnce  the 
year  8  j  :  For  which  purpole  he  had  caufed  ex- 
a  &  draughts  of  the  Sea-coafts  and  Ports  to  be 
taken  and  tranfmitted  to  him.  But  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  deflgn  he  wifely  deferred  till  the 
year  88,  when  France ,  being  embroiled  by  ci¬ 
vil  dilfentions,  was  rendered  incapable  of  af- 
fifting  the  Englijh.  And  to  render  the  Englijh 
the  lels  capable  of  defending  themfelves,  it  is 
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laid  he  politickly  procured  the  German  and 
Italian  merchants  to  hire  their  ftouteft  ihips 
lor  long  voyages. 

The  Armada  or  fleet  defigned  for  the  inva- 
fion  of  England  confided  of  an  hundred  and 
thirty  five  large  (hips,  part  gallies,  part  galli- 
afles^  but  molt  galleons,  and  about  forty  trans¬ 
ports  and  tenders:  Which  according  to  the 
SpanijJt  lid,  were  manned  with  Seven  thouland 
four  hundred  and  forty  nine  (or  as  feme  fay 
twelve  choufand)  faiiors,  and  eighteen  thou- 
fandeight  hundred  and  fifty-feven  foUiers^,  be- 
iidej.  five  or  hx  hundred  Spanifn  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  volunteers. 

This  Jitet^  which  let  fail  from  Lisbon  about 
the  middle  of  May  under  command  of  Alphonfo 
Perez,  de  Gufman ,  duke  of  Medina  Sidonla ,  was 
foon  after;  attacked  by  a  violent  ftorm  off  Cape 
Finijler,  i and  fo  difperfed  that  fcarce  a  third 
part  kept  together.  But  the  fcattered  Ihips 
having  at  la  ft  joined  the  body  of  the  fleet  at 
the  Crojn ,  they  fee  fail  the  fecond  time  about 
the  middle  of  July ,  and  on  the  20th  they  paf* 
fed  by  Plymouth,  being  followed  from  thence 
by  the  Englijh  fleet,  confifting  of  near  an  hun¬ 
dred  fail.  July  2i,  the  Englijh  came  up  with 
tne  enemy  and  engaged  within  musket-fhot; 
on  which  occafion  a  bloody  combat  happened 
between  the  lord  Charles  Howard,  the  Englijh 
admiral,  and  the  Spanijh  vice-admiral.  July  22 9 
the  fight  was  renewed^  and  Sir  Francis  Drake . 

the 


Columna  Rojlrata. 


the  Englijh  vice-admiral,  with  his  ufual  brave¬ 
ry,  engaged  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
galleon  of  Don  Pedro  de  Valdez with  a  booty  of 
fifty  five  thoufand  ducates  of  gold.  Another 
great  galleon,  commanded  by  Ocquendo ,  was 
burnt,  and  a  third  ltranded  on  the  French  coafl. 
The  following  day,  the  Spaniards  coming  over 
againlt  Portland,  there  happened  a  lharp  en¬ 
gagement,  wherein  the  Englijh  took  a  large 
Venetian  Ihip,  with  feveral  leffer  velTels.  July 
24,  there  was  only  fome  firing  at  a  diftance. 
The  next  day,  the  Englijh  being  reinforced 
with  a  fquadron  of  Ihips  from  London ,  near  the 
ifle  of  Wight ,  there  was  terrible  cannonading 
between  the  two  fleets  ;  in  which  engagement 
divers  of  the  galleons  buffered  much,  and  one 
of  the  lighteft  Englijh  Ihips,  commanded  by 
captain  Cock ,  was  funk,  bravely  fighting  in  the 
midft  of  the  Spanijh  fleet.  July  28,  as  the  Spa¬ 
niards  lay  at  anchor  near  Calais ,  the  Englijh  ad¬ 
miral  having  filled  eight  of  his  worft  Ihips  with 
combuftible  materials,  and  charged  their  can¬ 
non  with  bullets.  Hones,  chains,  &c.  fent  them 
into  the  midlt  of  their  fleet,-  where  taking  fire, 
the  flames  (which  feemed  to  rife  out  of  the 
Sea)  fo  terrified  the  enemies  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  that  railing  a  hideous  cry,  they  cut 
their  cables,  and  drove  away  in  great  confu- 
fion ;  and  it  blowing  a  hard  gale,  divers  of  them 
by  running  foul  on  each  other  were  funk  ; 
others  were  forced  among  the  lands  on  the 
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COalt  of  Flanders,  and  loft.  July  zy,  thzrSpam- 
ards,  ranging  themfelves  again  in  order,  ap¬ 
proached  Groveling. ,  near  which  place  there  hap¬ 
pened  another  engagement,  wherein  a  large 
galleafsj  commanded  by  Don  Hugo  de  Moncada , 
being  difabled^  drove  afhore  near  Calais^  and  was 
plundered  by  the  Englljh  •  but  the  (hip  and  guns 
fell  to  the  fhareof  the  governor  of  Calais.  One  of 
the  largeft  galleons  of  Blfcay ,  being  driven  on 
the  hands  near  Flujhlng  in  Zealand,  was  taken  by 
the  Dutch,  as  was  likewife  another^  commanded 
by  Don  Diego  Pimentel .  At  this  time  the  whole 
fleet  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  extremeft  danger, 
driving  towards  the  fhal!ows_,  to  its  apparent 
deltru&ion  •  whereupon  the  Englljh,  to  avoid 
iharing  the  fame  fate.,  were  obliged  to  give 
over  the  chafe.  In  the  mean  while.,  the  Dutch 
with  thirty-five  fhips  lay  near  Dunkirk,  to  keep 
in  the  duke  of  Parma,  who3  with  a  number  of 
tran{ports_,  and  about  thirty  thoufand  men,, 
was  ready  to  join  the  Spanlfb  fleet.  On  the 
30^  the  enemy.,  by  the  fudden  fhifcing  of 
the  wind,  having  efcaped  the  danger  of  the 
ihallowS',  and  defpairing  of  being  joined  by 
the  duke,  fpread  all  their  convas,  and  made 
away  to  the  Northward ,  being  followed  almoft 
as  far  as  the  coaft  of  Scotland  by  the  Englljh  fleet. 
In  their  flight,,  to  fave  their  water,  they  threw 
all  their  horfes  and  mules  over-board.  Paf« 
ling  round  Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  were  at¬ 
tack’d  by  violent  tempefts,  by  which  many  of 
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their  largeft  fhips  were  ftranded  on  the  Irijh, 
and  feveral  on  the  Scottijh  fhoar :  Others  were 
driven  to  the  coaft  of  Norway,  and  fome  into 
the  Englijh  Channel ;  whereof  divers  were  taken 
by  the  Englijh,  fome  were  taken  by  the  Roc  hel¬ 
lers  •  and  fome  were  forced  into  Newhaven.  So 
that  of  this  mighty  fleer,  which  the  pope  had 
chriften’d  Invincible,  no  more  than  fifty-three 
fhips  are  faid  to  have  arrived  with  much  dif- 
culty  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  And  tho’  the  Spanijb 
writers  *  extenuate  the  matter,  confeffing  the 
lofs  of  only  thirty-two  of  their  great  fhips, 
and  about  ten  thoufand  of  their  men,  yet 
the  confequence  hath  fhewn  that  this  defeat 
was  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  Spanijh  naval  power, 
than  that  of  Lepanto  was  to  the  Turkish. 

After  this  great  fuccefs,  feveral  of  the  EngliJJs 
captains  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  confer¬ 
red  on  them  by  the  admiral;  among  whom 
were  captain  “John  Hawkins,  and  captain  Mar¬ 
tin  Forbijher. 

The  confternation  in  Spain,  on  the  news  of 
this  terrible  difafter,  may  be  more  eafily  ima~ 
gined,  than  defcribed.  The  pubiick  mourning, 
for  the  lofs  of  relations  and  friends,  was  almoft 
univerfal,  and  it  look’d  as  if  it  would  have  been 
perpetual,  had  not  the  government  thought  fit 
to  fet  bounds  to  it  by  a  pubiick  edift;  as  was 
formei  ly  done  by  the  Roman  Senate ,  after  the 
defeat  at  Ganna.  Only  king  Philip,  who  was  a 
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great  matter  of  his  paffions  (if  we  except  that 
of  love)  appeared  unfhocked  and  uncon¬ 
cerned,  But  to  proceed. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  having  efpoufed  the  intereft 
of  Don  Antonio,  king  of  Portugal,  whom  Philip  had 
dethroned,  a  fleet  of  twenty-fix  men  of  war, 
and  a  hundred  and  forty  tranfports,  was  fitted 
out  in  the  year  1^89,  having  on  board  the  ba- 
niftied  king,  and  about  fix  thoufand  Englijh 
troops,  under  command  of  Sir  Francu  Drake  and 
Sir  John  Norris.  Thefe  firft  landed  near  the 
Groyn,  which  they  attack’d,  and  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  the  lower  town  by  ftorm. 
Whereupon  the  Spaniards  quitted  their  fhips, 
which  lay  in  the  harbour  j  being  a  large  gal¬ 
leon,  called  the  St.John,  a  hulk,  two  fmall  vef- 
fels,  and  two  gallies.  The  galleon  (which 
was  one  of  thofe  that  had  efcap’d  the  former 
year)  took  fire  by  accident  but  her  guns  were 
faved  by  the  Englijh.  While  the  fiege  of  the  up¬ 
per  town  was  carried  on,  a  ftrong  body  of  Spa- 
nijh  troops,  commanded  by  the  count  d'Andrada, 
coming  to  its  relief,  the  Englijh  drew  off  to 
meet  them,  and  after  a  fhort  engagement,  to¬ 
tally  routed  them,  taking  their  chief  ftandard 
with  the  arms  of  Spain,  and  killing  a  great 
number :  After  which,  they  ravaged  and  de- 
itroyed  the  adjacent  country.  But  the  Spaniards 
in  the  upper  town  making  a  good  defence, 
the  Englijh,  unwilling  to  lofe  any  more  time 

before  it,  plundered  and  burnt  the  lower  town. 
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and  fo  re-embarqu’d.  Sailing  towards  the  coaft 
of  Portugal,  they  were  joined  by  the  earl  of  Eflex 
with  fome  fhips.  They  foon  after  arrived  at 
Pennlchia,  a  place  lying  on  that  coalt,  where  they 
landed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  oppoiition  which  the 
count  de  Fuentes  could  make,  and  immediately 
entered  the  town  ;  Upon  which  the  caltle  fur- 
rendered  without  refinance.  A  refolution  was 
here  taken  to  march  the  troops  under  general 
Norris  directly  to  Lisbon,  the  capital  of  Portugal , 
while  Sir  Francis  Drake,  with  the  fleet,  failed  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Tagus.  After  a  march  of  fix 
days,  the  troops  arrived  at  Lisbon,  and  took  poft 
in  the  fuburb,  called  Bona  Vifia.  The  following 
night,  the  garrifon,  which  was  more  numerous 
than  the  Englijh  army,  made  a  (ally,  but  was  re- 
pulfed,  and  purfued  to  the  city-gate.  In  the 
mean  time,  admiral  Drake ,  with  the  fleet,  com¬ 
ing  to  Cafcals,  took  the  town,  and  obliged  the 
inhabitants  to  declare  for  king  Antonio.  But 
the  troops  at  Lisbon,  having  lain  two  nights  in 
the  fuburbs,  and  finding  their  expeftations  of 
a  general  riling  in  favour  of  Antonio  fruitrated, 
’twas  refolved  to  draw  off,*  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done  in  good  order.  The  Spaniards  fol¬ 
lowing  at  a  diltance,  general  Norris  lent  a  chal« 
lenge  to  the  Spanijh  general  to  come  to  a  field- 
battle  ;  which  challenge  was  accompanied 
with  another  from  the  earl  of  Ejjix,  inviting 
any  of  the  enemies,  being  of  his  quality,  to 
a  Angle  combat.  But  the  Spaniards ,  perceiving 
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the  Englljh  to  make  a  halt^  thought  fit  to  retire 
before  they  could  be  reach’d  by  the  meffenger  ' 
who  afterwards  coming  up  with  them,  and  de¬ 
livering  his  meffage,  was  fent  back  without 
any  anfwer.  The  troops  being  arrived  at  Caf- 
cats,  they  took  and  demolished  the  caftle,  and 
fo  re-embarqu’d.  They  were  no  fooner  under 
lail,  than  they  were  attack’d  by  above  twenty 
of  the  enemy’s  gallies,  which,  notwithftand- 
lng  the  want  of  wind,  were  fo  well  received, 
that  they  were  forced  to  retire.  In  their  way 
home,  they  landed  and  took  Vlgoy  which  they 
plundered  and  burnt,  and  afterwards  ravaged 
the  country.  While  the  fleet  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  nay  of  Cafcais ,  they  feized  no  lefs  than  fixty 
Ships  belonging  to  the  ITanfe  Towns ,  being  laden 
with  goods  which  the  queen  (upon  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  her  and  them)  had  declared 
contraband.  Thefe  being  brought  to  England , 
the  queen  at  fir  ft  had  fome  defign  to  confifcate 
only  the  goods,  and  to  releafe  the  veffels : 
But  receiving  advice  of  an  extraordinary  af- 
fembly  held  at  Lubecky  to  conlider  of  ways  and 
means  to  be  revenged  on  theJE^//y/;government, 
for  the  lofs  of  their  privileges,  fhe  made  prize 
of  ail  but  two  ,*  which  were  difeharged  to  car¬ 
ry  home  the  news  of  their  companions  mif- 
fortune. 

In  the  year  179^  Sir  Richard  Greenville  failed 
with  fix  of  the  queen’s  Ships,  to  cruize  on  the 
Spamjh  plate-fleet  near  the  Azores  or  Weftern 
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Ijlands.  But  being  unfortunately  feparated  from 
his  fquadron,  he  was  attacked  alone  in  his  fhip 
the  Revenge  of  fifty  guns  by  Alphonfo  Bajfano  the 
Spanijh  admiral,  who  was  fent  with  fifty  three 
{hips  to  convoy  that  fleet  to  Spain.  Againit 
fuch  prodigious  odds.  Sir  Richard  maintained  a 
retreating  fight  with  incredible  bravery  for  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  hours  :  But  being  at  laft  fur- 
rounded,  and  his  fhip  quite  difabled,  he  would 
have  funk  her,  had  not  the  few  feamen,  who 
remained  alive,  prevented  him  and  delivered 
her  up  to  the  enemy.  He  died  within  two 
hours  of  his  wounds,  lamented  and  admired  by 
the  Spaniards  themfelves,  and  his  fhip  was  ne¬ 
ver  carried  in  triumph  into  Spain,  but  funk  foon 
after.  In  this  unequal  fight  the  enemy  loft  fe- 
veral  of  their  fhips,  and  had  about  a  thoufand 
of  their  men  killed  or  drowned. 

The  deftrudion  of  the  fo  called  Invincible 
Armada  had  fo  broken  the  naval  power  of  the 
Spanijh  nation,  that  for  feveral  years  they  were 
reduced  to  a  neceffity  of  ading  the  defenfive 
part.  But  at  laft,  fome  preparations  were  made 
in  Spain  which  feemed  to  threaten  England  with 
a  fecond  invafion.  Upon  advice  of  which,  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  year  15  95,  caufed  two  fqua- 
drons  to  be  got  ready  ,•  one  to  guard  the  coaft, 
and  the  other,  under  command  of  Sir  Francis 
'  Drake,  and  Sir  John  Hawkins ,  to  make  a  di- 
verfion  in  America.  But,  notwithftanding  the 
utmoft  diligence  that  could  be  ufed  to  proted 

E  4  the 


7  2  Columna  Roftrata. 

the  coaft,  four  Spanljh  gallies  landing  fome  men 
at  break  of  day  in  Mount1 s-bay  in  Comwal ,  plun¬ 
dered  and  burnt  three  villages:  Which  was  the 
only  invafion  the  enemy  had  the  courage  to  at¬ 
tempt.  In  the  mean  time,  Drake  and  Hawkins 
failed  with  their  ft^uadron  to  the  Grand  Canary  j 
but  meeting  with  no  fuccefs,  they  proceeded 
to  St.  Juan  de  Porto  Rico  (where  Hawkins  fick- 
ened  and  died)  from  whence,  after  having  de- 
ftroyed  five  rich  Spanljh  fhips,  they  failed  to  the 
main  land  of  America.  There  they  fet  on  (hoar 
fome  troops  under  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Baf- 
kerville,  and  took  Rio  de  la  Hacha  (a  town  noted 
for  the  Pearl-Fljhery )  as  alfo  Santa  Martha ,  (ano¬ 
ther  confiderable  town)  which  were  plundered 
and  burnt.  From  thence  they  failed  to  Tapia  and 
I\7 ombre  de  Dios,  which,  together  with  the  (hip¬ 
ping  in  the  harbours,  fuffered  the  fame  fate. 
Tne  troops  had  likewife  a  defign  to  march  to 
Panama,  but  finding  the  pafs  defended,  contra¬ 
ry  to  expectation,  by  a  new-ere&ed  fort,  they 
returned  on  board  :  And  Sir  Francis  Drake  dying 
foon  after,  the  fleet,  deprived  of  both  the  ad¬ 
mirals,  fet  fail  for  England.  In  their  return 
there  happened  an  engagement  with  a  Spanljh 
fleet  of  twenty  fail  near  the  ifland  Cuba:  But, 
after  a  difpute  of  two  hours,  the  enemy  re¬ 
tired  with  the  lofs  of  one  fhip,  which  was 
burnt.  The  Engl'Jh  purfuing  their  voyage  ar¬ 
rived  fale  in  England  with  their  booty,  which 
was  very  confiderable. 

The 
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The  taking  of  Cadiz,  rendered  the  year  9 6 
almoft  as  remarkable  as  the  year  88.  This  fa¬ 
mous  expedition  was  undertaken  by  the  earl 
of  Ejjex  with  a  body  of  troops,  and  the  lord  ad¬ 
miral  Howard  with  a  ftrong  fquadron,  to 
which  fome  Dutch  ftiips  were  joined  under 
the  admiral  of  Holland.  After  a  profperous 
voyage,  and  the  feizing  of  feveral  Ihips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Hanfe  Towns,  the  fleet  being  ar¬ 
rived  before  Cadiz,,  an  attempt  was  immedi¬ 
ately  made  to  land  the  troops ;  but  this  was 
prevented  by  the  hard  wind.  Whereupon  the 
Spaniards  taking  the  alarm,  about  fixty  large 
fhips,  bound  fome  to  the  Indies  and  others  to 
Lisbon,  and  about  twenty  gallies,  came  out  and 
drew  into  a  line  of  battle,  before  the  entrance 
of  the  bay  under  the  cannon  of  the  forts. 
Thefe  were  bravely  attacked  on  the  nth  of 
June,  and  after  a  fharp  engagement,  a  great 
galleon  called  the  St.  Philip,  and  two  others, 
were  left  by  the  Spaniards,  and  burnt  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Englljh  • 
two  large  ones,  of  about  1200  tons  each, 
were  boarded  and  taken,  and  the  reft  forced 
on  Ihoar.  The  gallies  hereupon  retired  to  the 
bridge  called  Puente  de  Huaco ,  from  whence  they 
afterwards  found  means  to  efcape  to  Rota.  So 
rich  were  the  ladings  of  the  Ihips  which  were 
forced  on  fhoar,  that  the  Spaniards  agreed  to 
pay  two  millions  and  an  half  of  ducates  to 
prevent  their  being  deftroyed.  This  yiiftory  be¬ 
ing 
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ang  won,  the  earl  of  Ejjex}  without  lofs  of 
time,  landed  with  about  three  thoufand  men, 
and  marched  direbtly  to  the  city  •  before  which 
n  ing  a  confiderable  body  of  Spaniards  y  both 
orfe  and  foot,  he  charged  them  with  fo  much 
vigour  that,  after  a  hot  difpute  of  about  an  hour, 
they  were  put  to  the  rout  and  purfued  to  the 
very  gate*  The  Englijh ,  without  delay,  fet 
themfelves  to  fcale  the  walls  ,*  and  before  eight 
In  the  evening,  in  fpite  of  all  refinance,  they 
law  themfelves  matters  of  the  city  and  forts. 
But  the  cattle  holding  out ,  the  general  fent  a 
fummons  to  the  governor  with  a  threatening  to 
put  the  garifon  to  the  fword,  if  he  did  not  fub- 
mit  before  the  next  morning  :  Upon  which, 
he  foon  after  furrendered.  Thus  were  two  bat¬ 
tles  won,  and  a  ftrong  and  rich  city  taken  in 
the  fpace  of  fourteen  hours.  The  next  day, 
the  Spaniards  chofe  rather  to  fet  fire  to  their 
Ihips  that  lay  on  (hoar,  than  to  pay  the  fum  a- 
greed  on  for  their  ranfom  :  Which  fo  provok¬ 
ed  the  Englijh ,  that  having  plundered  the  city, 
they  reduced  it  to  afhes,  fparing  only  the  fine 
cathedral  and  the  religious  houfes.  After  this 
they  landed  in  Portugal  and  burnt  the  city  of 
Faraon ,  and  fo  returned  triumphantly  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  after  having  done  the  enemy  fo  much  da¬ 
mage  as  was  computed  to  amount  to  twenty 
millions  of  ducates. 

The  Spaniards ,  feeking  revenge,  made  fome 
preparations  the  following  year  for  an  attempt 
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on  the  Englijh  coaft:  For  which  purpofe  a 
number  of  fhips  were  got  together  at  the  Groyn 
and  Ferrol.  Hereupon  a  fleet  of  forty  men  of 
war,  and  fome  land-forces  under  command  of 
the  earl  of  Ejjex,  together  with  ten  Dutch  men 
of  war  under  the  Heer  van  Duyvenvoorden ,  were 
fent  to  deftroy  them  in  their  harbours.  But 
this  being  found  impracticable  thro’  too  long 
delay,  which  had  given  the  Spaniards  time  to 
provide  for  their  defence,  the  fleet  therefore 
proceeded  to  the  Azores  ;  where  the  town  of 
Fayal  was  taken  by  Sir  IV.  Raleigh ,  as  was  the 
ifland  Gratiofa  foon  after  by  the  fleet  in  con¬ 
junction.  Here  they  continued  to  cruize  on 
the  Spanijh  American  Fleet .  But  thefe,  having 
narrowly  efcaped  falling  into  their  hands, 
fleered  away  lor  Tercera ,  where  they  arrived 
in  fafety,  except  three  very  rich  Ihips  that 
were  taken  by  Sir  William  Adonfcn .  The  Englijh 
followed  them  to  Tercera ;  but  finding  them 
drawn  clofe  under  the  forts,  they  judged  it 
not  advifeable  to  attack  them.  After  this,  they 
attempted  Villa  Fra?ica  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael  ^  which  was  taken,  plundered,  and  burnt. 
In  the  mean  time.  Sir  W.  Raleigh ,  who  was 
flationed  near  that  ifland  with  fome  fhips,  dif- 
covered  an  Eajl-India  Carack ,  which  the  Spanijh 
commander,  to  avoid  being  taken,  ran  on 
fhoar  juft  under  Ciudad ,  the  chief  town  of  the 
ifland,  and,  after  having  taken  out  her  lading, 
burnt  her.  Upon  this  the  Englijh 5  not  finding 
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the  expected  fuccefs,  refolved  to  return  home. 
But  meeting  with  a  violent  florin  by  the  way, 
they  were  difperfed  for  fome  days ;  yet  with¬ 
out  any  confiderable  damage.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  the  Spanijh  fleet,  which  was  put  to  Sea 
from  Ferrol}  buffered  much  by  the  fame  ftorm  ,• 
leveral  of  the  (hips  being  loft,  and  one  driven 
into  Dartmouth  and  feized.  Soon  after  which, 
the  Englijh  arrived  fafe  in  their  port. 

The  war  continuing.  Sir  Richard  Levifon  and 
Sir  William  Monfon  were  lent  in  the  year  1602, 
with  eight  of  the  queen’s  Ihips  and  fome  hired 
veffels  to  cruize  near  the  coafts  of  Spain.  The 
former  of  thefe,  with  part  of  the  fquadron, 
happening  to  fall  in  with  the  Spanijh  fleet  from 
America ,  confifting  of  thirty-eight  fail,  engaged 
them  with  great  bravery  ,•  but,  being  too  weak, 
was  obliged  to  leave  them.  They  afterwards 
jointly  attack’d  eleven  Spanijk  gallies,  command¬ 
ed  by  Frederick  Spinolas  and  a  large  Carack  in  the 
haven  of  Cezdmbra3  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal. 
Two  of  the  gallies  were  taken  and  burnt,-  but 
the  reft,  tho’  much  difabled,  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape.  The  Carack ,  which  was  of  fix- 
teen  hundred  tons,  yielded,  and  with  her  cargo, 
valued  at  a  million  of  ducates,  was  brought  lafe 
to  England.  Eight  of  the  gallies  that  efcaped, 
being  afterwards  met  by  Sir  Robert  Manfel  in 
their  way  to  Flanders  (whither  they  were  bound 
with  warlike  ttores)  were  all,  except  Spinolas 
own  gaily,  either  funk  or  deftroyed  on  the 
Fiemijh  coaft.  While 
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While  the  government  of  England  was  acting 
thus  vigoroufly  againit  the  enemy,  there  want¬ 
ed  not  private  adventurers,  who,  excited  by 
the  hopes  of  lharing  in  the  plunder  of  Spain , 
made  themfelves  remarkable  by  the  boldnefs 
of  their  undertakings.  But  being  unwilling 
to  break  the  thread  of  the  hiltory  of  the  war 
between  the  two  governments,  by  fo  many 
incoherent  a&ions,  we  have  referved  their 
exploits  for  this  place. 

One  of  the  firft,  as  well  as  braveft,  of  thefe 
private  adventurers,  was  the  earl  of  Cumber¬ 
land ,  who  was  defcended  from  an  elder  branch 
of  the  noble  family  of  Clifford  in  DevonJhiret 
which  firft  had  the  title  of  earls  of  Cumberlandt 
in  the  7th  year  of  Hen.  VIII,  but  loft  it  An.  1643, 
by  defe<5l  of  male  iffue.  His  firft  expedition 
was  in  the  year  if7f,  when  with  three  fmall 
Ihips  he  attack’d  a  large  Portuguese  Carack3  called 
the  Five  Wounds  of  Chrifl ;  which  by  misfortune 
taking  fire,  during  the  fight,  was  burnt  with 
vaft  riches.  He  undertook  another  voyage  to 
the  Azores  Jfands ,  in  the  year  1^90,  when  land¬ 
ing  fome  men,  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
town  and  caftle  of  Fayal.  The  town  he  plun¬ 
dered,  and  demolifhed  the  caftle,  bringing  offj 
befides  other  booty,  fifty-eight  pieces  of  hea¬ 
vy  cannon.  After  this,  cruizing  in  company 
of  captain  Burroughs  near  Flores ,  he  attack’d, 
and  obliged  the  enemy  to  fet  fire  to  a  large 
Carack3  called  the  Mother  of  God3  with  a  lading 
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valued  at  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds.  His  laft  and  molt  remarkable  expe¬ 
dition  was  in  the  year  ij96  with  about  twen¬ 
ty  ftups  and  a  body  of  a  thouland  or  twelve 
hundred  foldiers,  raifed  chiefly  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence.  Sailing  to  the  Canary  IJlands,  he  landed 
fome  men  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Lancero- 
ta,  one  of  the  large!!  of  thofe  illands :  From 
whence  proceeding  to  the  Weft-Indies,  he  land¬ 
ed  and  attacked  Puerto  Rico,  a  very  ftrong  town 
defended  by  feveral  forts.,  which,  after  great 
proofs  of  his  conduct  and  bravery,  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  furrender.  The  booty  he  brought  off 
was  conliderable,  befides  eighty  fine  pieces 
of  cannon. 

Another  of  thofe  private  adventurers  was 
captain  John  Lancafter,  who  being  employed 
by  the  London  merchants  with  three  fhips,  took 
thirty-nine  Spanijh  ihips  at  feveral  times,  as 
aifo  a  large  Portugueje  Carack  at  Pharnambuca, 
with  whofe  cargo  he  loaded  fifteen  of  his 
fmaller  prizes,  and  at  lalt  brought  his  fleet  fafe 
to  England. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  undertook  fuch  another  ex¬ 
pedition,  at  his  own  expence.  His  firlt  exploit 
on  that  occafion  was  the  taking  of  Trinidada ; 
from  whence  he  palled  over  with  an  hundred 
men  in  pinnaces  to  Guiana,  and  went  up  the 
great  river  Oronoqus  four  hundred  miles  in 
fearch  of  gold-mines :  But,  meeting  with  un- 
furmountable  difficulties,  he  returned.  He  con¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  the  expedition  with  taking  and  plunder¬ 
ing  the  town  of  Comana  j  which,  becaule  the 
inhabitants  refufed  to  ranfom  it,  was  burnt. 

Several  other  private  adventurers  did  confi- 
derable  damage  to  the  Spaniards ;  particularly 
the  captains  Prejlon  and  Sommers  ;  who  plunder¬ 
ed  two  iflands  in  the  Wefi-Indies ,  as  alfo  the 
towns  of  St.  Jago  de  Leon  and  Coro  on  the  Main 
Land.  Captain  George  Riman  and  captain  James 
Lancaster  likewife  undertook  a  voyage  to  the 
Eafi-Indks.  Riman  was  unfortunately  loft  in  a 
ftorm ;  but  Lancafier  continued  his  voyage, 
took  feveral  prizes,  and,  at  laft  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  returning  home,  firft  taught  the  English 
the  method  of  trading  in  thofe  parts.  His  di£» 
coveries  were  of  fuch  ufe,  that,  in  the  year 
1 600,  queen  Elizabeth  ereCted  an  Eafi-India  Com¬ 
pany ,  who  foon  after  eftabliflied  divers  factories 
and  became  confiderable  lharers  in  that  profi¬ 
table  trade. 

But  here  we  muft  conclude  the  fucceffes  and 
triumphs  of  the  reign  of  this  glorious  queen 
who  died  in  the  year  1603,  having  by  her  wife 
conduct  and  the  bravery  of  her  Sea-command¬ 
ers  fpread  her  fame  into  all  parts  of  the  known 
world.  She  was  fenfible  of  the  true  founda¬ 
tion  of  her  greatnefs,  and  looked  upon  manu¬ 
factures  as  the  richeft  mine  of  the  ftate,  and 
the  dominion  of  the  Seas  as  the  chief  jewel  of 
her  crown.  This  difpofed  her  to  take  all  pof- 
fible  meafures  both  to  promote  trade,  and  to 
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deprive  the  neighbouring  nations  of  the  means 
of  rivaling  the  Englijh  at  Sea.  By  her  victori¬ 
ous  arms  fhe  broke  the  naval  force  of  Spain t 
and  curbed  the  infolence  of  the  Hanfe  Towns . 
The  terror  of  her  fucceffes  held  France,  tho’ 
governed  by  the  great  Henry,  fo  much  in  awe, 
that  the  Sea-forces  of  that  kingdom  could  not 
become  formidable,  during  her  reign :  And  ha- 
ving  the  Bril,  Ramakins,  and  Flujhing,  the  keys 
of  Holland  and  Zealand,  in  her  hands,  fhe  could 
as  it  were  lock  up  the  Sea-forces  of  the  Dutch 
at  her  pleafure.  Thus  fhe  remained  till  her 
death  the  abfolute  miftrefs  of  the  Seas,  and 
by  confequence  the  arbitrefs  of  the  affairs  of 
Europe.  To  fignify  this,  fhe  caufed  a  portcul¬ 
lis  to  be  ltamped  on  fome  of  her  coin,  inti¬ 
mating  thereby  that  it  was  in  her  power  to  fhuc 
up  the  Sea :  Which  fhe  made  fufficiently  ap¬ 
pear,  when  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  Hanfe 
Towns,  foliciting  a  paffage  through  her  Seas  to 
tranfport  corn  to  Spain,  were  refufed  it,-  and 
when  the  Hanjiatick  Fleet,  which  had  dared  to 
attempt  a  paffage  without  her  permiflion,  was 
feized  and  conftf’cated. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

An  Account  of  the  Englilh  Sea-affairs,  from 
the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the 
Reftoration. 

rpHE  only  naval  expedition,  during  the 
X.  peaceful  reign  of  king  James  I,  was  per¬ 
formed  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  :  The  occafion  of 
which  was  as  follows. 

Tho’  a  peace  had  been  concluded  with  Spain 
upon  the  acceflion  of  king  James  to  the  crown 
of  England ;  yet  that  unfortunate  gentleman, 
(after  a  tedious  confinement  in  the  Tower  un¬ 
der  fentence  of  death  for  endeavouring  to 
prevent  the  faid  acceffion)  propofed  a  fecond 
voyage  to  Guiana  in  fearch  of  the  gold  mines 
before-mentioned ;  which  he  thought  might 
be  taken  pofTeffion  of,  without  breach  of  the 
peace  fubfifting  between  the  crowns  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Spain.  The  voyage  was  according¬ 
ly  undertaken  with  the  king’s  confent.  But 
Sir  Walter  going  beyond  his  commiflion  (as  was 
faid)  by  attacking  and  plundering  the  town 
of  St.  Thomas }  this  adtion  proved  the  ruin  of 
that  great  man.  He  eafily  forefaw  the  fatal 
confequence,  in  cafe  of  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land  y  and  therefore  would  have  fecured  him 
•  F  felf 
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felf  by  retiring  with  his  (hip  to  France;  but 
the  Teamen  being  unwilling  to  forfake  their  na¬ 
tive  country,  to  (hare  in  his  misfortunes, 
brought  him  back  to  meet  his  deftiny.  For, 
notwithdanding  that  he  pleaded  the  king's 
commiffion,  addrefs’d  to  his  1 "rufiy  and  Well- 
beloved,  &c.  (which  lie  would  have  interpreted 
as  a  pardon  for  his  former  offence)  and  tho’ 
he  alledged  that  the  Spaniards  were  the  aggref- 
fors,  as  alfo  that  he  could  not  come  at  the 
mines,  without  fir (F  winning  the  town :  Yet 
the  fentence  of  his  former  condemnation  was 
executed  upon  him,  by  beheading  in  the  pa¬ 
lace-yard  in  Wejlminjler ,  Oblob,  29,  1618. 

But  tho’  the  reign  of  king  James  gave  but 
little  occafion  to  the  Englljh ,  to  (hew  their  pow¬ 
er  at  Sea;  yet  feveral  plantations  or  fettle- 
ments  were  then  begun  in  the  Eajl  and  Wejl-ln- 
dles3  and  the  Spanish  trade,  after  the  peace  with 
that  crown,  was  let  on  an  advantageous  foot, 
and  made  free  by  a  law  for  all  the  fubje&s  of 
England,  to  the  great  enriching  of  the  nation. 

In  this  reign  a  treaty  was  likewife  concluded 
with  the  Dutch,  tending  to  the  fecurity  and 
advantage  of  the  Eaft-lndia  trade  ;  but  without 
the  defired  eflfed.  For  the  Hollanders  (tho’  but 
lately  affilted  by  the  Englljh  in  taking  the  ifland 
Ternata  from  the  Fort  ague fe )  endeavouring  to 
engrofs  to  themfelves  the  whole  trade  of  the 
kingdom  of  Jucatra,  where  the  Englljh  had  a 
factory,  a  war  enfued  thereupon  between  the 
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two  companies  inthofe  parts.  The  Itrength  of 
both  parties  met  near  the  coaft  of  Java3  and  the 
Hollanders  were  defeated  in  a  confiderable  Sea- 
fight  :  But  the  fleets.,  meeting  a  fecond  time^ 
were  parted  by  a  ftorm  *.  Soon  after  this_,  the 
Englljh  landed  fome  troops  on  the  ifland  Java y 
and  befieged  the  Dutch  fort  near  the  city  Ju- 
catra3  which  is  now  called  Batavia.  Bat  having 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  oblige  the  garrifon  to 
ocapitulate^  and  agree  to  furrender  the  place 
within  a  limited  time^  the  liege  was  unex¬ 
pectedly  railed  by  a  great  army  of  Indians 3  that 
came  from  Bantam  ‘  upon  whole  approach,,  the 
Englljh,  finding  themfelves  much  too  weak.,  made 
their  retreat  without  lofs.  Thefe  adiions 
occafioned  a  great  jealouly  between  the  two 
nations  in  thole  parts_,  and  were  followed 
by  the  tragedy  of  Amboina3  which  has  fince 
been  partly  the  occafion  of  fo  many  other 
tragedies. 

A?nboina  is  one  of  the  Sinda  (iflands  ly¬ 
ing  near  the  Molucca’s )  and  is  famous  for 
fpices.  On  this  ifland  the  Englljh  had  a  factory^ 
But  in  the  year  i6zz3  the  agents  of  the  Dutch - 
company_,  being  willing  to  engrofs  the  whole 
trade  into  their  own  hand$_,  pretended  a  plot 
was  formed  by  the  Englljh  (tho^  not  above 
twenty  in  number)  to  furprize  the  fort.,  in 
which  the  Dutch  had  at  that  time  above  two 
hundred  foldiers.  Seizing  thofe  unfortunate 
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people,  they  pat  them  to  the  torture,  in  order 
to  extort  from  them  a  confeflion  of  the  pre¬ 
tended  confpiracy.  Ten  of  them  expired  in 
the  mid  ft  of  their  torments,  afferting  their  in¬ 
nocence  to  the  very  laft ;  and  thofe  which  fur- 
vived,  were  banifhed  the  ifland.  Nor  did  they 
Hop  here,  but  feized  upon  the  Englljh  facto¬ 
ries  in  Seran ,  Pooloroon,  and  other  neighbouring 
iflands  ,•  becoming  by  thofe  means  almoft  en¬ 
tire  matters  of  the  fpice-trade. 

King  Charles  I,  fucceeding  his  father  king 
James,  in  the  year  1625-,  found  himfelf  (thro’ 
the  rafhnefs  of  his  favourite  the  duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham)  engaged  in  a  double  war  againft  France 
and  Spain  :  Upon  which  there  happened  feve- 
ral  actions  with  various  fuccefs.  The  earl  of 
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Warwick,  An.  1626,  with  three  frigates  attacking 
a  fleet  of  Spaniards  of  forty  fail,  bound  for  Dun¬ 
kirk,  with  two  thoufand  foldiers  on  board,  funk 
five,  and  difpers’d  and  drove  back  the  reft  ; 
whereof  few  arrived  in  Spain,  moil  of  them 
perifhing  by  Itorm.  Alfo  Sir  Kenelm  Dlgby 3  in 
the  year  1629.,  after  having  taken  ccmfidera- 
ble  prizes  from  the  French 3  attack’d  feveral  (hips 
of  the  fame  nation  at  Cape  Congare3  which  (tho’ 
his  fquadron  confuted  but  of  fix  frigates)  bore 
fufficient  marks  of  his  civility.,  as  did  two  large 
Venetian  gailiafies,,  and  as  many  galleons^  which 
protected  them.  The  Engl/fi,  likewife  attack¬ 
ing  the  French  city  of  Quebec  in  North- America y 
reduced  it,  together  with  the  whole  country 


of  Canada.  *  But  the  expedition  to  Cadiz,  un¬ 
der  my  lord  IVimbleton ,  being  without  fuccels, 
and  the  duke  of  Buckingham' s  delcent  on  the  ifle 
of  Rhe,  tho’  fuccefsful  at  firlt,  by  the  defeat  of 
a  good  body  of  French  troops,  yet  ending  in  a 
repulfe,  (as  did  likewife  the  attempt  of  the  earl 
of  Lindfey  to  force  the  barricadoes  before  Ro¬ 
chelle  )  both  the  wars  paffed  without  any  farther 
action. 

The  reft  of  this  reign,  (if  we  only  except  a 
Ihort  difpute  with  the  Hollanders  about  the 
fifhery,  and  the  deltrudion  of  fome  Moorijh 
Corfairs  in  the  harbour  of  Sally  by  admiral  Rainf- 
boroiv )  was  nothing  elfe  but  a  ftruggle  between 
prerogative  and  liberty :  Which  producing  a 
calamitous  inteltine  war,  and  concluding  in 
the  tragical  end  of  the  king,  and  fubverfion  of 
the  conftitution  both  of  church  and  ftate,  pre¬ 
vented  all  farther  defigns  of  afferting  the  Eftglijl) 
dominion  at  Sea  againlt  the  Dutch.  Yet  this 
made  way  for  another  form  of  government 
which,  tho’  but  of  fhort  continuance,  raifed  the 
reputation  of  the  Englijh  Sea-forces  to  a  high 
pitch  of  glory. 

During  the  civil  war,  thofe,  who  had  the 
fleet  in  their  power,  found  it  their  intereft  to 
maintain  a  confiderable  force  at  Seaj  partly 
to  prevent  the  ruin  of  trade,  thro’  the  infults 
of  foreigners,  and  partly  to  cut  off  all  foreign 
affiftance  from  the  Royalijls.  With  thele  views, 
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they  made  choice  of  Blake,  Dean,  and  Popham, 
to  command  as  admirals;  who,  as  it  happened, 
were  not  long  without  employment ;  which, 
tho  of  final!  conlequence,  yet  helped  to  train 
rhem  up  tor  greater  Services.  In  the  year 
1648,  feventeen  men  of  war  and  fngates  revolt¬ 
ing  to  the  king,  failed  lor  Holland ,  and  fubmit- 
ted  by  their  deputies  to  prince  Charles ,  then 
refiding  as  an  exile  at  th t  Hague,  So  considera¬ 
ble  a  1  emforcement  railed  new  hopes  in  the 
prince,  who  received  their  deputies  with  the 
grcatelt  civility  and  honour,  and  after  fuffi- 
cient  affurances  of  their  fidelity  and  zeal  lor  his 
fervice,  took  the  resolution  to  command  them 
in  perfon  ;  and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
Augujl  ^  he  fet  fail  with  them  for  the  Thames. 
His  chief  expectation  was,  that  his  prefence, 
with  lb  ftrong  a  fquadron  upon  the  coaft, 
would  encourage  others  to  follow  their  exam¬ 
ple,  by  declaring  tor  the  Royal  Party .  Coming 
to  the  mouth  ot  the  Thames ,  he  found  the  earl 
oi  Warwick ,  chief  admiral  for  the  parliament, 
riding  at  anchor  with  a  fquadron  ;  whom  he 
commanded  to  Strike  and  obey  him,  as  the 
king's  high  admiral  But  the  earl  refufing  to 
Itrike,  the  royal  fleet,  (partly  for  want  of  pro¬ 
visions,  and  partly  for  fear  of  another  fqua- 
dron  under  Afcough ,  which  came  from  Port/- 
mouth ,  and,  failing  by  the  prince,  joined  the  earl 
of  Warwick  by  night)  were  obliged  to  return  to 
Holland ,  being  purfued  by  the  two  united  fqua- 
drons  as  far  as  Coerce*  This 
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This  fleet  was  afcerwards  committed  to  the 
conduct  of  the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice.  But 
feme  of  them,  by  the  perfuafions  of  the  eari  of 
Warwick ,  returning  to  the  obedience  of  their 
former  matters,  the  reft  were  purfued  by 
Blake  to  Kingfale  in  Ireland ;  where  being  block¬ 
ed  up  in  the  harbour,  while  Cromwel  befleged 
the  town  by  land,  they  were  obliged  to  take  3 
defperate  refolution,  and  to  force  their  way 
through  Blake's  fquadron  ,•  which  they  effected, 
but  with  the  lofs  of  three  of  their  fhips,  taken 
by  Blake .  From  thence  failing  to  Lisbon,  they 
found  protection  from  the  king  of  Portugal ; 
which  occalioned  a  breach  between  that  king 
and  the  government  of  England .  Blake,  clofely 
purfuing  them^  blocked  up  the  port  of  Lisbon ^ 
taking  in  the  mean  time  feveral  French  and  Bor - 
tuguefe  men  of  war  which  had  done  home  mif- 
chief  to  the  Englijh  merchants.  Bur,  being  at 
laft  forced  by  Itrefs  of  weather  to  leave  the 
coaft,  the  princes  found  opportunity  to  elcape 
to  Malaga ,  and  from  thence  to  Alicant .  Blake 9 
getting  intelligence  of  this^,  feat  home  his  hea- 
vieft  fhips  with  the  prizes^  and  with  (even  light 
frigates  continued  the  purfuit.  By  the  way  he 
took  a  French  frigate  of  twenty  guns_,  as  alfo 
the  Roe-buck,  one  of  the  princes  fhips;  a  rid 
meeting  another,  called  the  Black  Prince,  he 
forced  her  on  ftioar^  where  fhe  was  burnt.  Four 
others  of  the  princes  men  of  war  and  prizes^, 
being  chafed^  ran  on  flioar  in  the  bay  of  Car- 

F  4  thagena  j 
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thagena ;  where  they  were  unloaded  and  left  by 
their  people.  At  laft,  the  princes,  finding  no 
place  of  retreat  or  hope  of  fuccefs  in  Europe, 
iailed  Wjth  thiee  ftnps  to  the  IFeJi-lndies  •  where 
prince  Adaurice  unfortunately  perifinng  in  a  hur¬ 
ricane,  prince  Rupert  returned  to  Europe,  and 

fold  the  two  remaining  fliips  in  France  to  the 
cardinal  Mazarine. 

Soon  after  Blake  s  return  to  England ,  Pophant 
was  fent  to  cruife  on  the  coalt  of  Fortugal, 
where  not  only  the  princes  had  found  protec¬ 
tion,  but  the Englljh  agent  had  hkewife  met  witli 
fome  afFiont.  In  this  cruile,  Vopham  had  the 
good  fortune  to  take  eighteen  fail  of  the  Portu- 

guefe  Wefi- India  Fleet ;  all  which  were  brought 
fafe  to  England.  '  S 

In  the  mean  time,  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  con- 
iiderable  foi  their  natural  ftrength  and  conve* 
nient  lituation  in  the  mouth  of  the  Channel, 
Iia  ring  ferved  for  a  retreat  to  feveral  of  the 
king’s  frigates,  which  fometimes  made  prize  of 
fuch  Englijh  flnps  as  they  could  matter  ,•  the  En¬ 
glish  government,  to  prevent  this  for  the  fu- 
tuie,  fent  Blake  with  a  fquadron  and  fome  land 
forces  to  reduce  them.  This  was  loon  effeded 
without  any  confiderable  lofs,  and  two  fmall 
frigates  were  taken  in  the  harbours.  The 
iflands  Jerfty,  Guernfey,  and  Adan,  foon  fliared 
me  fame  late,  and  contributed  to  make  the  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  the  then  prevailing  party  as  complete 
by  Sea  as  it  was  by  Land, 


The 
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The  firft  Dutch  war,,  on  which  we  are  juft  en¬ 
tering,  will  oblige  us  to  look  back  a  little,  and 
to  give  a  more  particular  account  of  l'ome 
tranfa&ions  which  we  hinted  at  before. 

The  pacifick  temper  of  king  James  I,  was 
the  occafion  that  nothing  followed  on  the 
mentioned  proceeding  at  Amboina ,  during  his 
reign.  But  his  fon  king  Charles  I,  being  alarm¬ 
ed  at  the  growing  greatnefs  of  the  Hollanders , 
(which  the  injuries  already  received  had  caufed 
him  more  fenfibly  to  apprehend)  and  confider- 
ing  their  filhery  on  the  Britijh  coaft  as  the 
main  foundation  of  their  power  at  Sea,  took  a, 
refolution,  a  little  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  civil  war,  either  to  deprive  them  of  that 
profitable  fifhery  for  the  future,  or  elfe  to  ob¬ 
lige  them  to  purchale  a  licence  in  acknowledg- 
1  ment  of  his  dominion  of  the  Britijh  Seas. 

For  this  purpofe,  in  the  year  1656,  having 
fitted  out  a  confiderable  fleet  under  command 
of  the  duke  of  Northumberland ,  he,  as  lord  of 
the  Britijh  Seas ,  difturbed  their  fifliery,  and  forc¬ 
ed  them  to  agree  to  the  payment  of  the  fum  of 
thirty  thouland  pounds  for  the  liberty  of  filh- 
ing  that  fummer  ,•  which  fum  was  accordingly 
paid.  But  afterwards,  the  yearly  payment  of 
the  faid  fum  was  not  only  refufed,  but  (as 
it  were  by  way  of  reprizal)  the  plantation  of 
New  Netberland  was  undertaken  by  their  Weft- 
India  company  •  and  the  Eajl-India  company, 
affuming  the  title  of  Lords  of'  the  Southern  Seas  3 

took 
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took  and  confifcated  feveral  rich  Englllh  Ships 
trading  in  thcfe  parts. 

Tis  confeffed  that,  by  an  article  in  the 
treaty  of  Breda,  Anno  1667^  both  thefe  and 
the  former  fa ds  are  agreed  to  be  buried  in 
oblivion,*  fo  far  at  lealt  as  not  to  be  made  ufe 
of  as  a  handle  to  embroil  the  two  nations  for 
the  future:  But  as  they  have  been,  more  than 
oncej>  alledged  as  occafions  of  great  effufion 
of  blood,  they  could  not  be  omitted  here, 
without  depriving  the  following  condud  of  the 
EngHJh  government  of  its  neceffary  vindication* 

To  proceed.  The  unfortunate  king  Charles , 
chro  the  fatal  mifunderftanding  between  him 
and  his  parliament,  being  out  of  capacity  to 
procure  his  juft  fatisladion  for  thefe  indigni¬ 
ties,  the  matter  flept  till  after  the  end  of  the  civil 
war,  when  the  Holla?iders  chanced  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  rump-parliament  and  Cromwel . 

Th  quarrel  between  the  ftates  and  the  rump 
was  not  occafioned  merely  by  the  aforefaid 
usurpations  on  the  Englljh  at  Sea,,  but  it  i'prung 
chiefly  from  another  caule.  The  rump  tho’ 
every  where  victorious,,  yet  fearing  that  their 
Jate  unprecedented  proceedings  againft  the 
king  had  difgufted  all  other  princes  as  well  as 
tne  Cz>ar  of  Mufcovy  (who  upon  the  news  of 
king  Charles’s  death  had  banifhed  the  Englljh  his 
country)  took  the  opportunity  of  prince  Wil¬ 
liam  li  of  Orange’s  deceafe  to  court  the  ftates 
by  their  embafladors  to  conclude  a  ltribi  confe¬ 
deracy 
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deracy  between  the  two  commonwealths  by  the 
renewal  of  the  treaty  of  1495*.  This  overture 
(which.,  by  the  conjunction  of  the  two  great- 
eft  naval  powers.,  might  have  fecured  to  the 
rump  the  poffeffion  of  their  newly-acquired 
authority)  met  with  vigorous  oppofition  from 
the  Orange  Tarty  among  the  {fates,-  who  eafily 
forefaw  that  fuch  a  confederacy  or  coalition  of 
the  two  nations  would  not  only  prove  the  de¬ 
population  of  Holland ,  but  would  be  deltructive 
to  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Orange  by  effec¬ 
tually  excluding  both  king  and  ftadt-holder* 
Thele  therefore  let  all  their  engines  at  work* 
partly  to  contrive  delays,  partly  to  incenfe  the 
rabble  againlt  the  embafladors:  And  their  cre¬ 
dit  was  at  that  time  fo  great,  that  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Orange , 
to  favour  the  treaty  of  coalition,  were  in  vain. 

The  affronts  put  upon  their  embaffadors  and 
the  reje&ion  of  their  propofals  were  fo  refent- 
ed  by  the  rump,  that  foon  after  the  battle  of 
Wore  eft  er  (which  was  the  ruin  of  the  Royal  Party) 
they,  to  revenge  themfelves  on  the  Dutch ,  pall¬ 
ed  the  API  of  Navigation:  Which  act  has  fince 
been  very  famous,-  being  confirmed  (with  very 
little  alteration)  by  king  Charles  II.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  it  was.  That  no  merchandife  might 
by  any  nation  be  imported  into  any  part  of  the 
dominions  of  England ,  except  in  veffels  belong¬ 
ing  to  Englijh  fubjedsjand  that  all  foreign  goods 
Ihouid  not  only  be  brought  in  fliips  belonging 

to 
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to  the  fubjedts  of  England ,  but  be  laden  at  fuch 
places  where  they  grew,  or  at  lcaft  in  fuch 
ports  from  whence  they  muft  neceffarily  be 
imported,  or  where  they  were  ufually  bought 
at  the  firft  hand.  By  virtue  of  which  the 
Dutch  (who  had  little  or  nothing  of  their  own 
growth)  were  in  efFedt  debarred  all  navigation 
and  trade  to  the  Englijh  dominions  both  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America  (from  which  they  had  reaped 
great  advantages)  and  their  fhips  were  made 
liable  to  continual  fearches  and  confifcations. 
Yet  thefe  were  not  the  only  articles,  but  others 
were  added  concerning  the  fifhery  •  and  feveral 
orders  were  publiflied  regarding  the  merchan- 
difes  imported  from  the  Eafi-lndies ,  the  Levant, 
and  the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  wherein 
the  Hollanders  could  find  but  little  fatisfadtion. 

Thefe  were  fuch  fenfible  blows  to  the  Hates, 
that  they  immediately  difpatched  three  embaf- 
fadors  to  pacify  the  Englijh  government.  But 
this  they  were  fo  far  from  effecting,  that  at 
then  fir  ft  audience,  April  iy,  i6y2,  the  rump 
demanded  the  arrears  for  their  fifhing  on  the 
coalt  of  Britain ,  the  delivering  up  of  the  fur- 
viving  actors  in  the  tragedy  of  Amboina  to  ju- 
Itice,  and  a  free  trade  upon  the  river  Scheld. 

Soon  after  this,  letters  of  mart  were  grant¬ 
ed  for  reparation  of  damages  fuftained  from 
the  Hollanders  in  time  of  peace  ^  by  virtue  of 
which  feveral  Dutch  veffels  were  taken.  But, 
feetore  it  came  to  a  war,  many  more  fhips  were 

feized 
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feized  and  confifcated  on  account  of  the  AEl 
of  Navigation ;  which  the  Bates  having  in  vain 
reclaimed  by  their  embalfadors,  the  treaty  end¬ 
ed  in  an  open  rupture. 

The  late  fuccefles  of  the  Hollanders  againlt  the 
Spaniards  and  Dunkirkers  had,  it  lee  ms,  lb  rail¬ 
ed  their  courage  that  they  were  forward  e- 
nough  to  try  their  fortune  with  the  Englijh , 
whom  they  regarded  as  their  chief  competitors 
in  point  of  trade.  But  becaufe  what  the  Englift 
had  done  in  granting  letters  of  mart,  and  in 
palling  the  ASl  of  Navigation ,  was  no  other 
than  what  all  nations  have  a  right  to  do  (being 
by  the  law  of  nature  impowered  to  make  re- 
prifals,  and  eftablilh  fuch  regulations,  with  re- 
fped  to  trade,  as  are  judged  to  be  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  community,  and  not  to  contradict 
any  former  contrasts)  therefore  they  could  not 
with  fo  good  a  grace  proceed  to  holtilities  up¬ 
on  thofe  accounts.  They  therefore  chole  ra¬ 
ther  to  begin  the  war  by  refufing  to  ftrike  the 
flag,  or  to  acknowledge  the  Englijh  dominion 
of  the  Seas :  Which  method  they  thought  could 
not  but  appear  very  plaufible,  it  being,  as 
they  pretended,  the  relilting  a  tyranny  which 
other  nations  were  equally  concerned  to  op- 
pofe. 

But,  before  we  proceed  to  an  account  of  the 
war,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  a  view  of  the 
ftjite  of  both  nations,  with  reference  to  the  Sea. 


The 


£4-  Columna  Rofirata. 

The  whale,  herring  and  cod-fifheries,  joined 
with  the  commerce  of  almoit  the  whole  world, 
had  rendered  the  Dutch  the  moft  powerful  na¬ 
tion  at  Sea  that  perhaps  the  world  ever  law. 
The  number  of  their  fifhing  and  trading  velfels 
is  computed  to  have  exceeded  that  of  all  other 
nations  in  Europe,  Their  people  were  well  ex- 
ercifed,  and  animated  by  their  fucceffes  in  the 
Spanljh  war,  which  had  been  but  lately  finifhed 
by  an  advantageous  peace  :  And  the  vaft  con¬ 
fluence  of  Sea-taring  men  from  all  the  Northern 
parts,  drawn  by  the  fame  of  their  commerce, 
furmfhed  them,  without  preffing,  with  fuch 
numbers  of  able  Tailors  as  could  not  eafily  be 
exhaufted  oy  a  long  war.  So  that  to  wage 
war  with  them  was,  in  Tome  refpedt,  to  war 
againft  a  great  part  of  Europe .  Befides  all  thefe 
advantages,  fuch  were  the  riches  of  the  United 
Provinces ,  that  even  during  this  war  (which 
was  finifhed  in  lefs  than  the  fpace  of  two  years) 
they  built  fixty  capital  fhips,  of  fuch  bignefs 

and  force  as  had  never  been  feen  in  thofe 
parts.  * 

On  the  contrary,  the  Englijh  did  not  enjoy 
fb  great  a  fliare  of  commerce,*  they  too  much 
negledted  the  fifheries  on  their  coaft,  and  em¬ 
ployed  almoft  none  but  their  own  fubjedts, 
who,  during  the  long  reigns  of  king  James  and 

Charles  I,  had  been  little  exercifed  in  Sea  en¬ 
gagements. 

The 

*  Interell  van  Holland,  p.  131?. 
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The  Dutch  lhips  were  built  flatter-bottomed, 
and  therefore  drew  lefs  water  than  the  Englljh  ; 
Which  qualification  rendered  them  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  failing  among  the  fhallows,  where 
they  often  found  a  fecure  retreat,  when  chafed 
by  the  enemy. 

The  Englljh  fhips  being  built  of  tougher 
wood,  and  with  fharper  keels,  were  lefs  fubjedt 
to  fplinter,  and  fitter  to  difpute  the  weather- 
gage  ;  which  they  feldom  failed  to  gain,  tho’ 
not  always  to  their  advantage. 

In  the  year  1652,  the  Dutch  admiral,  Martin 
Herbertfon  Tromp ,  an  old  experienced  command¬ 
er,  who  had  given  divers  proofs  of  his  capa¬ 
city  againft  other  nations,  was  fent  with  a 
ftrong  fquadron  to  fecure  the  Dutch  commerce, 
which  had  been  much  difturbed  fince  the  late 
A&  of  Navigation.  His  orders  were,  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Dutch  merchant-fhips  againft  all  fearch- 
es,  and,with  refpedt  to  the  flag,  to  adl  according 
to  his  difcretion,  and  to  do  nothing  that  might 
tend  to  his  nation’s  difhonour  *.  In  purfuance 
to  thefe  orders.  May  18,  he  came  with  forty- 
two  men  of  war  into  Dover-road ,  on  pretence  of 
being  driven  from  the  coaft  of  Dunkirk  by  ftrefs 
of  weather.  Here  he  found  Blake  with  fifteen 
lhips,  (the  Dutch  author  of  De  Ruyters  life,  by 
miftake,  fays  fifty)  whereof  the  admiral-fhip 
carried  eighty  guns,  and  between  five  and  fix 
hundred  men  ,•  but  the  reft  were  of  the  mid- 
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dling  fort.  Tromp  refufing  to  ftrike,  tho’  warn’d 
by  feveral  fhots  from  the  Englijh  admiral,  a  (harp 
fight  enfued,  which  lafted  from  four  in  the 
afternoon  till  nine  at  night.  The  grofs  of  the 
Engtifb  not  being  able  to  come  up  foon  enough, 
Blake  (as  he  fays  in  his  letter  to  the  govern¬ 
ment)  was  four  hours  engaged,  almoft  alone, 
with  the  Dutch  fleet.  His  fhip,  the  St.  Jama, 
received  about  feven  hundred  great  fhots  in 
her  mails  and  hull,  and  infinite  fhots  in  her 
fails  and  rigging,  tho’  with  no  greater  lofs 
than  of  forty  men  killed  and  wounded.  But 
at  laft,  being  bravely  feconded,  and  Bourn, 
(who  lay  in  the  Downs)  coming  with  eight  men 
of  war  to  his  afliitance^  and  attacking  Tromp 
in  the  rear3  the  fight  ended  to  the  advantage  of 
the  EngUJhj  who  took  two  *  Dutch  men  of  war 
without  the  lofs  of  any  fhip  on  their  fide.  The 
confequence  was_,  that  Tromp  drawing  his  flut¬ 
tered  fleet  to  the  back  of  the  Goodwln-Sands,  in- 
ftead  of  fecuring  the  Dutch  commerce.,  retreat¬ 
ed  next  morning  to  the  coaft  of  Zealand. 

This  was  the  prologue  to  the  tragedy  that 
was  afterwards  adted  by  the  mightieft  enemies 
that  ever  failed  upon  the  Sea. 

After  the  fight,  declarations  were  publifh- 
ed,  attefted  by  all  the  principal  officers, 
wherein  both  parties  accufed  each  other  of  be¬ 
ing  the  aggreffors.  Thofe  declarations,  how 
different  foever,  yet  in  effedt  agree  in  this ; 

that 
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that  Tromp  did  not  ftrike  his  flag.  The  impar¬ 
tial  reader  will  belt  judge,  whether  his  refufalj 
to  comply  with  that  ancient  pretenfion  of  the 
EngUJh  nation,  may  not  fufficiently  prove  him 
the  aggreffor,  or  at  leaf!  the  caufe  ot  the  com¬ 
bat  which  enfued,  tho*  he  had  not  given  the 
firft  broad-fide  as  the  Engl/Jh  affirm  he  did. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  engagement  having  fo  lit¬ 
tle  anfwered  either  the  advantages  or  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  the  Dutch,  the  ftates  immediately 
difpatched  away  a  letter  to  the  EngUJh  council  of 
ftate,  to  excufe  it :  Protelting,  that  it  happened 
without  their  knowledge,  and  againft  their  wills  ; 
and  concluding  with  thefe  words  :  tir  We  again 
“  pray  this  molt  honourable  council,  and  be- 
feech  you  by  the  pledges  both  of  common 
cc  religion  and  liberty,  to  buffer  nothing  to  be 
€C  done  out  of  too  much  heat,  Cue.  but  rather 
to  let  us  receive  a  kind  anfwer,  without  far- 
c<r  ther  delay,  to  our  la  ft  requeft.  39  They  al- 
fo  defired  the  releafe  of  the  (hips  taken  by 
the  EngUJh  in  the  fight.  This  letter  producing 
no  effect,  they  fent  the  Heer  Adriaan  Eaatiwy 
penfioner  of  Holland,  with  the  like  requefts. 
But  he  found  the  council  inflexible  ,*  who  In¬ 
filled  on  reparation  of  damages  fuftained  in 
time  of  peace,,  and  fecurky  againft  the  like  at¬ 
tempts  for  the  future  •  belides  their  other  de¬ 
mand  of  a  ftrict  union  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  :  Which  the  ftates  not  confenting  to,  the 
Heer  Vaatm  and  the  other  embaffadors  were 
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recalled,  and  the  war  was  proclaimed  in  Hol¬ 
land  on  the  8th  of  July. 

.  During  thefe  trania&ions,  the  Englijh,  by 
virtue  of  the  Ad  of  Navigation ,  and  by  way  of 
repiifal,  and  requital  for  the  late  damages,  af¬ 
fronts  and  hoftilities,  took  many  Dutch  fliips. 
June  i  i,  Blake  brought  in  eleven  merchant- fhips 
with  their  convoy,  coming  from  Nantz,.  June 
12,  the  captains,  'Taylor  and  Peacock ,  in  two 
Englijh  trigates,  engaged  two  Dutch  men  of  war 
On  the  coalt  ot  Flanders ,  for  rciufing  to  ftrike  ; 
of  the  which  one  was  taken,  and  the  other 
ftianded.  And  on  the  13th  of  the  fame  month, 
Blake  took  twenty-fix  merchant-lhips  with  three 
convoys,  bound  home  from  France.  July  4, 
vice-admiral  A/cough  (who,  in  his  late  return 


from  the  reduction  ot  Barbadoes ,  had  taken  ten 
merchant-flu ps,  and  four  men  of  war)  attack'd 
the  St.  Ubes- fleet  of  about  forty  fail,  of  which 
near  thirty  were  taken,  burnt,  or  ftranded  and 
plundered  on  the  French  coaft. 


While  the  Hates,  with  the  utmolt  diligence^ 
were  getting  ready  a  fleet  of  ieventy  men  of 
war,  under  the  command  of  Tromp,  Blake ,  with 
about  lixty,  received  order  to  fail  to  the  North, 
to  diiturb  the  Dutch  fifhery.  Sir  George  Ajcough 
(who,,  fince  the  deftrudtion  of  the  St.  Uhes-fleet, 
had  taken  five  Dutch  merchant-fhips)  was  left 
with  the  remainder  cf  the  Englijh- fleet,  confift- 
ing  of  feven  men  of  war,  in  the  Downs.  Blake, 
coming  upon  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  found  the 
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whole  Dutch- fleet  of  herring-bulfes,  under  a 
convoy  of  thirteen  frigates  :  Bur,  (corning  to 
take  advantage  of  his  numbers,  he  detached 
eight  of  his  (hips  (tho’  (dime  Dutch  hiftorians  fay 
twenty)  which,  after  a  fight  of  two  or  three 
hours,  took  twelve  of  the  frigates.  During  the 

J  t  j  n 

aeftion,  about  an  hundred  herring-bufles, 
with  fifteen  hundred  men,  were  taken  by  the 
reft  of  the  fleet.  But  thefe,  after  being  unload- 
ed,  were  fent  with  the  men  to  Holland  :  Which 
gave  occalion  to  a  report  there,  that  all  the 
huffes  efcaped.  In  England ,  fome  gave  this  abb 
of  generolity  the  name  of  ill  conduct  •  con¬ 
ceiving,  that,  if  Blake  had  detained  the  men 
and  bulfes,  it  would  not  only  have  proved  a 
conliderable  weakening  to  the  enemy,  but  have 
put  the  Englijh  into  a  condition  to  have  en¬ 
gaged  with  greater  advantage  in  that  profita¬ 
ble  fiftiery.  In  his  return,  fome  of  the  English 
frigates  gave  chafe  to  two  Zealand  men  of  war, 
which  were  likewife  taken. 


In  the  mean  time,  Tromp,  with  his  fleet  of  fe- 
venty  men  of  war,  came  before  the  Thames. 
But  aiter  having  in  vain  attempted  to  furprize 
Mcough}  and  infuked  the  coalt,  he  failed  to 
the  Northward  in  queft  of  Blake.  By  the  way, 
being  attack’d  by  a  violent  (form,  fome  of  his 
ihips  were  loft ,•  and  fix  or  feven,  being  flatter- 
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ed,  were  taken  by  Blake  ■  who  returned  tri¬ 
umphantly  with  his  prizes,  while  the  Dutch 
made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  their  next  har¬ 
bour.  G  z  Bv 
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By  thcfe  ill  fucceffes,  Tromp  fell  into  fuch 
dilgrace  with  the  {fates,  that  he  furrendered 
his  commiffion,  and  the  command  of  the  fleet 
was  given  to  De  Witte  and  De  Rujter  •  the  latter 
of  which,  tlio’  he  had  taken  a  resolution  to 
quit  the  Sea*fervice,  and  difcovered  no  incli¬ 
nation  to  engage  againft  the  English  •  yet,  by 
the  earneft  follicitations  of  the  ftates,  was  at  lalt 
prevailed  on  to  accept  a  fliare  in  the  com¬ 
mand. 

The  Englljh  government,  to  difturb  the  Dutch 
commerce  in  the  molt  effectual  manner,  fent 
admiral  Afcough  (being  reinforced  with  feveral 
men  of  war)  from  the  Doi^ns,  to  cruize  in  the 
mouth  of  the  channel.,  at  the  fame  time  that 
Blake  was  in  the  North . 

On  the  28th  Oi  Auguft,  Afcough  cruizing  off 
Tljmouth  with  thirty-eight  fail,  (among  which 
were  two  fhips  of  between  fifty  and  fixty  guns., 
the  reft  being  light  frigates  and  fire- fhips)  met 
and  attack’d  De  Rujter  3  who  with  a  like  num¬ 
ber  of  fiiips,  from  twenty-four  to  forty  guns, 
convoyed  a  fleet  of  about  fixty  merchant-men. 
Above  twenty  01  thefe,  being  (tout  fhips,  were 
by  De  Rujter  taken  into  the  line,  and,  as  it 
feems,  were  miftaken  by  the  Engl  jh  for  men  of 
war  :  For  the  Englljh  hiltorians,  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  fight,  reckon  fixty  Dutch  men  of 
war,  and  but  thirty  merchant-men. 

The  engagement  was  very  fmart,  near  three 
thoufaad  cannon-fnot  being  fired  on  each  fide; 

But 
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But  historians  differ  about  the  fuccefs.  ihe 
Englijh  affirm  unanimoufly,  that  A  [cough  (tho* 
not  well  feconded  by  fome  or  his  captains)  be¬ 
haved  himfelf  very  bravely,  charging  with  eight 
or  nine  of  his  headmoit  fhips,  feverai  times 
through  and  through  the  enemy’s  fleet  :  And 
they  agree,  that  only  the  night  put  an  end  to 
the  combat.  Some  of  them  add.,  that  two  or 
three  of  the  Dutch  men  of  war  were  deltroyed  ; 
but  all  agree,  that  Afcough  loft  but  a  Angle 
fire-fhip  :  And  they  affirm,,  that  nothing, 
but  the  damage  fuftained  in  malts  and  fails, 
was  the  cauie  of  his  returning  to  Elymotithy 
without  purfuing  the  enemy  the  following 
day. 

The  Dutch  writers,  on  the  contrary,  affirm* 
that  the  Englijh  loft  two  or  three  men  of  war, 
and  had  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  drowned.  They  add,  that  De 
Ruyter  loft  no  (hip,  and  but  few  people.  The 
Dutch  author  ol  Tromfs  life,  tho’  he  owns  that 
the  fight  tailed  till  about  eight  o’clock,  when 
it  began  to  grow  dark,  yet  would  perfuade  us 
that  the  Englijh  fled.  He  likewife  pretends 
that  the  Dutch  purfued  them  for  fome  while, 
tho?  at  the  fame  time  he  confeffes,  that  De 
Ruyter  s  fleet  was  fo  difabled,  that  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  fend  no  lefs  than  fifteen  of  them 
home,  and  his  own  fhip  among  the  reft.  The 
fame  author  puts  fuch  an  oration  into  the 
mouth  of  De  Ruyter  (which  he  pretends  he  made 
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after  the  fight,  to  encourage  his  officers  to 
follow  Jfcough  to  Plymouth)  as,  confidering  the 
uiual  prudence  and  modefty  of  that  brave  ad- 
miral,  the  ill  Hate  of  his  fleets  and  the  obliga¬ 
tion  he  was  under  to  convoy  the  merchant- 
Xhips  out  of  danger,  mint  be  looked  upon  as  a 
mere  figment,  without  any  foundation,  and 
as  a  very  awkard  imitation  of  the  practice  of 
fpeech  making,  introduced  by  feme  Greek  and 
Roman  historians.  The  fame  writer,  tho’  he 
complains,  that  feverai  or  the  Dutch  com¬ 
manders  behaved  themfclves  very  ill  •  yet 
fpeaks  much  of  the  bravery  of  a  certain  Fries¬ 
land  captain,  who,  he  a  id  ures  us,  was  attack’d 
by  feverai  of  the  Englijh  at  once,-  infomuch, 
that  his  men  mutinied,  and  could  hardly  be 
with-held  from  delivering  up  the  fliip,  till  run¬ 
ning  down  into  the  powder-room  with  a  piece 
of  lighted  match,  he  threaten’d  to  blow  them 
up,  if  they  refufed  to  do  their  duty.  Whereup¬ 
on,  borrowing  new  courage  from  defpair,  they 
play’d  their  cannon  fo  briskly,  that  two  of 
the  largeft  EngUjh  fhips  were  funk,  and  about 
eight  hundred  men  drowned,  and  a  third  fo 
dilabled,  that  fhe  was  forced  to  hold  off,  and 
refit. 


Thefe  mu  ft  be  owned  to  be  fine  exploits; 
and  ’cis  pity  the  ftory  is  fpoiled  by  a  very 
different  account.  For  another  noted 
Dutch  relation  fays  f  only,  that  he  funk  one 
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English  fnip,  chafed  away  a  fecond,  and  that 
being  boarded,  and  as  good  as  taken  by  a 
third,  lie  obliged  the  Engllfii  to  leave  him,  by 
threatening  to  blow  up  his  fhip.  The  incon- 
filtence  oi'  thefe  two  relations  fufficiently 
fhews  how  uncertain  the  whole  matter  is. 
And  indeed,  fuch  circumftantial  accounts  of 
the  actions  of  particular  captains,  (at  lealt  in 
the  greater  Sea-fights)  are  fitter  materials  for 
a  poem,  than  an  hiltory unlefs  either  con- 
feffed  by  the  enemy,  or  otherwife  unexcep- 
tionably  attetted. 

The  war  was  not  long  confined  to  the  coafts 
of  Britain,  but  fipread  itfelf  into  almoit  every 
Sea  ,•  and  every  wind  brought  the  news  of 
frelh  deftrutdion  and  flaughter.  About  the 
latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  the  Dutch  admi¬ 
ral  Van  Galen,  with  eleven  men  of  war,  met 
and  attack’d  the  Englijh  commadore,  Bodleyi 
with  three  men  of  war,  a  fire-lhip,  and  three 
or  four  merchant-fhips  homeward  bound  from 
Scanderoon  and  Smyrna.  The  fir  ft  day’s  fight  began 
in  the  afternoon  off  the  ifiand  Elba,  and  laited 
till  night,  with  little  advantage  to  either  par¬ 
ty.  The  Dutch  hiftorians  agree,  that  three 
of  their  men  of  war,  being  feparated  in  the 
night,  and  afterwards  becalmed,  could  not 
come  up  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  fecond  engage¬ 
ment.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Englijh  parted 
from  their  merchant-ihips,  which,  being  hea¬ 
vy  and  richly  laden,  were  ordered  to  make 
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the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  neared  harbour. 
The  next  morning,  the  four  remaining  Englijl 
being  attack  d  by  cue  eight  Holla?jdtrs ,  the 
fight  went  on  with  great  fury.  Van  Galen  be¬ 
gan  a  clofe  engagement  with  the  Englifh  com- 
madoie  but  being  difabied  in  his  riggings 
and  having  received  three  fiiots  under-wa- 
ter,  and  been  three  times  on  fire,  he  was 
foiced  (as  the  Dutch  hidorians  confefs)  to 
leave  him.  Another  of  the  enemy’s  larged 
Ihips^  renewing  the  attack,  was  likewife  fo 
well  received,  that  die  lod  her  main-mad. 
Whereupon,  the  Englijl. i  frigate,  the  Phoenix  5 
taking  the  opportunity,  boarded  the  difabled 
Hollander ;  but,  being  too  weak,  was  taken  af¬ 
ter  a  fharp  light  of  an  hour,  wherein  molt  of 
hei  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  In 
the  mean  time ,  the  Englifh  cornmadore,  Bodley , 
being  again  boarded  by  two  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  at  once,  defended  himfelf  fo  refoiutely, 
that  (by  the  confeffion  of  the  Dutch  hidorians^) 
they  were  both  beaten  off,  with  a  dreadful 
daughter  of  their  mem,  and  the  iofs  of  both 
theii  captains.  Whereupon,  Bodley  feeing  him- 
felf  left  by  the  enemy,  after  having  lod  about 
an  hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded,  he 
with  his  three  remaining  fhips  followed  the 
merchant-men  to  Porto  Longone  *  leaving  the 
Hollanders  to  cad  up  the  account  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  profit  they  gained  by  this  encoun¬ 
ter.  The  enemy  lod  three  of  their  captains 


i*V  ■ 


Columna  Rofirata.  i  o  5 

in  the  fight,,  whom  they  afterwards  buried  at 
Porto  Longone ,  where  the  Englljh  and  they,,  being 
in  a  neutral  port.,  continued  very  friendly  to¬ 
gether  for  fome  time. 

About  the  fame  day  as  this  encounter  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Str eights ,  the  Englljh  admiral  Blake, 
failing  to  the  weftward,,  took  in  the  Channel 
eleven  Str eight  and  IVefi- India  fhipSj  and  funk  a 
Guinea  fhip  •  amounting  together  to  the  value 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  :  And  ad¬ 
miral  Pen  brought  in  fix  Streight  fhips  from 
twenty  to  thirty-four  guns_,  which  had  been 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Venetians,  and  were  return¬ 
ing  home  very  richly  laden. 

Tho’  there  was  no  war  declared  between 
England  and  France,  yet  fame  hoftilities  had 
happened  on  both  fides3  occafioned  by  the  de~ 
ftroying  of  fome  French  fhips  at  Newfoundland, 
where  they  had  attempted  to  fifh  by  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  Royalifts.  Whereupon,  a  re¬ 
markable  encounter  enfued  between  Blake  and 
the  duke  of  Vendofm  on  the  7th  of  September. 
Vendofm  (who  had  lately  defeated  the  Spanish 
fleet  under  the  count  D’  Oignonj  was  going  to 
the  relief  of  Dunkirk,  then  hefieged  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ;  but  being  attacked  by  Blake  with  feven 
ihips^feven  French  men  of  war  were  taken,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  f mail  frigate  of  eight  guns  and 
a  fire-fhip.  Upon  which_,  both  Dunkirk  and 
Gr  eve  ling,  being  deprived  of  die  expected  fuc- 
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eourSj  were  obliged  to  furrender  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards. 

Soon  after  this,  Blake,  who  was  ever  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  the  fervice  of  his  matters.,  took 
twelve  or  fourteen  Dutch  fhips,  coming  from 
Nantz,  and  Rochelle  with  wine,  brandy,  and  fait. 

He  had  no  fboner  fecured  his  prizes,  and, 
by  his  conjun&ion  with  Bourn  in  the  Downs, 
formed  a  fufficient  fleet  to  oppcfe  the  defigns 
of  the  new  Dutch  admirals,  than  he  received 
notice  that  they  approached  the  Englijh  coatt. 
Whether  their  expectation  was  to  have  furprif- 
ed  the  Englijh,  while  weak  and  divided,  without 
being  obliged  to  hazard  a  general  battle,  or 
whether  it  was  their  intention  to  draw  them 
towards  their  own  coatt  in  order  to  engage 
them  with  lefs  danger  to  themfelves  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  lands,  is  uncertain. 
The  Engllft)  account's  agree  that  they  difcovered 
but  little  inclination  to  fight,  firft  by  their  pott¬ 
ing  themfelves  behind  a  dangerous  fand  called 
the  Kentijh-Knock ,  and  then  by  holding  off  and 
avoiding  a  clofe  engagement.  The  number  of 
fhips  was  near  equal,  being  about  fixty  on 
each  fide.  In  this  fight  which  happened  on 
the  28th  of  September,  ’tis  agreed  by  the  writ¬ 
ers  of  both  parties  that  tho’  the  Dutch  came 
in  fearch  of  the  Englijh,  yet  thefe  were  the  ag- 
nreflois,  and  the  Dutch  were  worfted  :  But 

1^)  ^  m 

there  is  fome  difference  about  the  lofs  fuftained 
on  this  occafion.  The  Englijh  writers  affirm, 

that 
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that  a  Dutch  rear-admiral  was  boarded  and 
taken,  two  fhips  funk,  and  another  blown  up  • 
and  that  the  reft  were  pur  (lied  within  twelve 
leagues  of  the  coaft  of  Zealand ,  without  the 
lofs  of  one  (hip  on  the  Englijh  fide.  Some  of 
the  Dutch  writers  pretend  the  Hollanders  lolt 
no  fhips,  but  that  one  being  taken  was  left 
again  and  brought  fafe  into  harbour.  But 
Altzema,  an  author  more  efteemed  for  his  fin- 
cerity,  fays  the  Englijh  took  two,  but  left  them, 
for  fear  of  finking.  Some  Dutch  hiftorians 
complain,  that,  in  the  heat  of  this  engagement, 
above  twenty  of  their  bell;  Blips  quitted  the 
line  and  made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  the 
next  harbours  ;  and  the  Englijh  deferibe  the 
whole  a&ion  rather  as  a  flight  than  a  battle  : 
Yet  it  feems  De  rPttte  and  De  Kujter  (who 
fought  bravely)  buffered  very  much.  The  lat¬ 
ter  (who  received  four  fhots  between  wind 
and  water,  and  loft  a  great  part  of  his  men) 
would  upon  this  misfortune  have  laid  down  his 
commiffion  ,■  but  being  made  vice-admiral  in 
the  room  of  De  Witte,  (who  fell  lick  of  grief) 
he  continued  in  the  fervice. 

The  ftates,  refoiving  to  punifh  fuch  who  had 
failed  in  their  duty,  cauled  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  behaviour  of  the  officers:  But  nothing 
followed  upon  it,-  either  (as  the  Dutch  author  of 
Tromf  s  life  fays)  becaufe  their  number  was  too 
great,  or  becaufe  fuch  who  were  moft  guilty 
had  good  friends  in  the  government. 


Upon 
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Upon  notice  that  tne  Dutch  privateers  had 
obliged  about  twenty  fail  of  Englijh  merchant- 
ftips  laden  with  naval  ftores,  to  feek  proteftion 
at  Copenhagen ,  commadore  Bale  was  difpatched 
,away  with  a  fquadron  to  convoy  them  home  : 
But  the  king  of  Denmark,  at  the  delire  of  the 
Hollanders  and  Royalifis ,  detaining  and  confifcat- 
ing  the  merchant-fhips,  Bale  was  forced  to 
return  without  them.  By  the  way,  his  fhip 
the  Antilope  of  [fifty  guns  Branded  in  the  dark  on 
the  coaft  of  Jutland ,  and  was  loft,  but  the  men 
were  faved :  By  which  misfortune  the  whole 
fquadron,  which  followed  the  light  of  the  com- 
niadore,  was  brought  into  the  utmoft  danger. 
But  getting  clear,  they  afterwards  obliged  the 
enemy  to  make  good  both  thofe  Ioffes*  by  ta¬ 
king  above  twenty  of  their  merchant-lhips  to¬ 
gether  with  the  convoy  :  All  which,  as  likewife 
a  privateer  of  twenty  guns,  they  brought  fafe 
to  England  without  any  further  rencounter. 

About  the  fame  time,  fix  rich  fhips,  return¬ 
ing  from  Cadiz,,  were  taken  by  the  Englijh,  with 
a  great  quantity  of  Jilver.  In  fhort,  liich  num¬ 
bers  of  prizes  were  taken  almoft  every  day, 
that  the  harbours  of  England  were  filled  with 
the  riches  of  Holland. 

Thefe  Ioffes  and  difgraces  caufed  the  ftates 
again  to  call  their  eyes  upon  Tramp  as  the  fit- 
teft  man  to  reftore  their  affairs.  To  this  the 
interceffion  of  the  king  of  Denmark  and  the 
known  merits  of  Tramp  may  be  conceived  to 
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have  equally  contributed :  For  that  king,  dread¬ 
ing  the  fucceffes  and  refentments  of  the  En± 
whom  he  had  fo  lately  affronted  by  feizing  and 
confifcating  their  fhips  and  effeds^  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  reinforce  the  fleet  of  the  Hates  with 
twenty  men  of  war.,  upon  their  paying  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  guilders.,  and  reftoring  Tromp  to  his 
command. 

In  the  beginning  of  November y  the  feafon 
for  adion  being  paft^  Blake  had for  the  moffc 
part.,  feparated  his  fleet.  Twenty  of  his  fhips 
he  had  detached  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  colliers 
from  Newcafile.  Twelve  others  were  failed  to 
Plymouth ;  and  fifteen  were  gone  up  the  river 
to  repair  the  damage  lately  fultained  by  itorm. 
In  the  mean  time  Tromp y  being  again  reftored 
to  the  command^  was  fent  with  eighty-five 
men  of  war  *  to  convoy  a  confiderabie  fleet  of 
merchant-fhips  through  the  Channel .  But  ha¬ 
ving  intelligence  of  the  weaknefs  of  Blake 3  who 
lay  but  with  thirty-feven  men  of  war  befides 
tenders  (the  Dutch  fay  with  fifty  two  fhips  f 
great  and  fmall)  in  the  Doirns,  of  which  (as 
the  Englijh  fay)  not  above  twenty  had  their  full 
complement  on  board  ;  he  took  a  refolution  to 
attack  him.  Upon  Tromp's  approach  a  council 
of  war  being  held  on  board  Blake's  fliip5  it  was 
refolved4(notwithftanding  the  great  inequality) 
not  to  retire,,  but  to  exped  the  enemy.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  November  the  20th,  the  two  fleets 
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came  to  an  engagement,  which  laited  with 
great  fury  from  one  in  the  afternoon  (not  from 
two  in  the  morning,  as  fome  Engiljh  writers 
affirm)  till  dark  night.  Blake  in  die  Triumph, 
with  his  feconds  the  Vittory  and  the  Vanguard) 
was  (as  he  fays  in  his  letter)  for  a  confiderable 
time  engaged  with  near  twenty  of  the  enemies, 
and  in  great  danger  of  being  oppreiTed  by  a 
force  fo  much  fuperior.  But  being  feafonably 
relieved  by  Afcougb  and  others,  the  fight  conti¬ 
nued  as  furious  and  doubtful,  as  if  it  had  been 
between  equal  parties.  The  Englijh  writers  con- 
fefs  that,  during  the  combat,  the  frigates  of  the 
captains  Akfon  and  Battln,  called  the  Garland 
and  Bonadventure ,  were  loft  with  three  others. 
Much  the  fame  account  is  likewife  given  by  the 
Dutch  hiftorians  ,•  who  relate  that  Akfon  and 
Battln,  having  engaged  to  board  and  take  Tromp, 
found  him  fo  well  feconded  by  Evertfon  the 
vice-admiral  of  Zealand  and  others,  that  after 
having  grappled  him,  killed  his  fecretary  and 
his  purler  next  his  fide,  loft  molt  of  their  own 
men,  and  made  no  fmall  {laughter  among  the 
Hollanders,  they  proved  too  weak  to  execute 
their  brave  defign;  the  former  being  taken  by 
Tromp ,  and  the  latter  by  E-vertfon.  The  other 
three  ftiips  were  funk.  Blake  forcing  his  way 
into  a  throng  of  enemies,  to  relieve  the  Gar¬ 
land  and  Bonadventure,  was  attacked  by  divers 
of  their  ftouteft  ftiips,  which  likewife  boarded 
him,-  bur,  they  being  feveral  times  beaten  off, 

he 
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he  at  laft  found  an  opportunity  to  rejoin  his 
iieet. 

The  Dutch  confefs  that  one  of  their  men  of 
war  was  burnt  towards  the  end  of  the  fight 
and  the  captain,  and  molt  of  his  men  drowned ; 
as  aifo  that  the  fiiips  of  Tromp  and  Evertfon  were 
much  difabled. 

At  laft,  night  having  parted  the  two  fleets, 
Blake,  fuppofing  he  had  fufficiently  fecured  the 
nation's  honour  and  his  own,  by  waiting  the 
attack  of  an  enemy  fo  much  fuperior,  and  fee¬ 
ing  no  profpect  of  advantage  by  renewing 
the  fight,  retired  up  the  river.  But  Sir  George 
Afcough ,  who  inclined  to  the  bolder  but  lefs 
prudent  counfel,  was  fo  dilgufted  at  this  re¬ 
treat,  that  he  laid  down  his  commiffion. 

This  fuccefs  (which  was  followed  by  the 
taking  of  two  confiderable  prizes  on  the  coaft) 
afforded  no  little  fubjedi  of  triumph  to  the 
Hollanders.  The  author  of  Tramp’s  life  has  ta¬ 
ken  the  liberty  to  accufe  Blake  of  faint-hearted- 
nefs  for  flying,  as  he  termed  it,  from  a  fleet  fo 
much  inferior  to  his ;  forgetting,  it  feems,  that 
Tromp ,  by  his  own  confeilion,  had  almoft  two 
fiiips  to  one  of  the  Englijh.  And  tho’  but  part 
of  the  Dutch  could  come  to  engage  (as  that 
writer  would  infinuate)  yet  certainly  the  pro- 
lpe<ft  of  being  expofed  to  the  attack  of  their 
whole  fleet,  the  following  day,  was  alone  fuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  the  retreat. 


After 
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After  the  fight,  the  Dutch,  to  make  the  Englijh 
fenfible  of  their  fuccefs.,  landed  a  body  of  men 
in  Kent:  But  thefe3  being  attacked  by  the  coun¬ 
try  people.,  were  forced  to  leave  behind  them 
the  greaceft  part  of  the  cattle  they  had  taken^ 
with  above  an  hundred  of  their  companions, 
who  were  made  prifoners. 

The  Englijh  government  difcovered  their  ap¬ 
probation  of  Blake's  condubi  in  the  late  rencoun¬ 
ter  by  honourably  continuing  him  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet.  But  having  met  with  fome 
difficulty  in  manning  their  fhips_,  they  publifli- 
ed  a  proclamation  with  promifes  of  confidera- 
ble  encouragement  to  fuch  as  fhould  enter 
themfelves  to  ierve  on  board  the  fleet  within 
the  fpace  of  forty  days,  and  of  rewards  to 
thole  who  in  future  engagements  Ihould  take 
or  deltroy  any  of  the  enemies  ftiips.  By  thefe 
means  fuch  numbers  of  volunteers  were  drawn 
to  take  fervice,  that  a  powerful  fleet  was 
brought  to  Sea  in  the  beginning  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year. 

The  Englijh  were  no  fooner  at  Sea  than  they 
had  an  opportunity  to  try  their  valour  in  a 
more  equal  combat.  For  a  great  fleet  of  Dutch 
merchant- (hips  lying  at  the  ifle  of  like,  and  not 
daring  to  pafs  the  Channel  without  a  fufficient 
convoy,  the  enemies  whole  fleet  of  men  of  war 
confifting  of  eighty  fail,  (or  at  leaft  of  feventy 
as  the  Dutch  relate  it)  was  fent  to  open  them  a 
paffage  in  fpice  of  the  Englijh.  To  oppofe  this 
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defign,  the  Englijh  fleet  of  fixty  flx  fail,  under 
command  of  Blake,  Dean ,  and  Monk,  was  fent 
to  the  weftward,  and  meeting  the  enemies  fleet 
in  their  return  (being  divided  into  four  fqua- 
drons  under  Tromp,  De  Ruyter,  John  Evertjon, 
and  the  admiral  of  the  North  quarter)  they 
came  to  an  engagement,  on  the  18th  of  Februa¬ 
ry  at  eight  in  the  morning.  The  Dutch 

following  their  courfe  up  the  Channel  with 
the  advantage  of  the  wind  (as  their  hiltorians 
affirm)  began  the  fight,-  the  rather,  becaufe 
only  a  part  of  the  EngUJl)  were  as  yet  come 
up.  Agreeably  to  which,  the  Englijh  writers 
relate,  that  Blake  and  Dean  in  the  Triumph,  be¬ 
ing  advanced  before  the  rdf  of  the  fleet,  with 
no  more  than  twelve  fhips,  fuftained  a  fharp 
fight,  near  fix  hours,  againft  above  thirty  oi 
the  enemies  j  till  at  laft  they  were  bravely  re¬ 
lieved  by  Laivfon.  On  this  occafion,  Blake  him- 
felf  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  his  fhip  was  fo  . 
Ihattered,  and  his  men  were  murdered  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  Triumph  could  have  no  fhare 
in  the  vi&ories  of  the  following  days.  But  when 
the  rdf  of  the  Englijh-deet  came  up,  there  hap¬ 
pened  the  mofl  furious  and  bloody  engagement 
that  had  been  feen,  during  the  courl'e  of  the 
war.  In  fhort,  the  cDutch  were  preffed  fo  vi- 
goroufly,  that  their  own  authors  confels,  that 
twenty-fix  of  their  beft  fhips  turned  tail, 
about  four  o’clock,  and  left  the  reft  to  the 
fury  of  the  Englijh :  Who  thereupon,  (as  the 
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belt  Englijh  writers  relate)  took  or  funk  fix  or 
feven  men  of  war,  one  of  which  was  a  flag- 
fhip.  The  Dutch  hiltories  (peak  likewife  of  one 
commanded  by  Captain  Wighman,  which  blew 
up,  and  another  that  was  burnt,  Moft  of 
Tromp’s  officers  (as  the  writer  of  his  life  con- 
feffes)  were  killed  in  this  fight,  and  his  (hip 
much  difabled,  having,  at  the  beginning,  been  a 
confiderable  time  clofely  engaged  with  Blake  }t ill 
feafonably  relieved  by  a  (hip  that  interpofed 
between  the  two  admirals.  De  Ruyter ,  having 
loft  his  main-maft  and  foretop-maft,  was  in 
great  danger  of  being  taken;  but  was  bravely 
relieved  by  Evert  fin. 

The  Englijl),  on  the  contrary  (according  to 
Blake’s  letter)  loft  but  one  fhip  (the  Sampfon ) 
which,  being  quite  difabled,  they  funk  them- 
felves.  The  fhip  Profperous  had  been  taken  by 
De  Ruyter ,  after  a  hard  fight ;  but,  while  De  Ruy- 
ter  was  himfelf  in  danger  of  the  fame  fate,  (he 
was  retaken. 

The  following  night  was  fpent  in  repairing 
the  damage,  and  making  the  neceffary  dif- 
pofitions  for  a  fecond  engagement ;  which^ 
tho’  many  of  the  Englifi  could  not  come  up, 
was  begun  the  next  day  about  three  leagues 
to  the  North-Weft  of  the  ifle  of  wight.  Tromp 
had  rallied  his  fleet,  and  ranged  it  in  the  form 
of  an  half-moon,  inclofing  the  merchant- 
fhips  within  a  femi-circle,  and  in  that  pofture 
he  maintained  a  retreating  fight.  The  Englijh 
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made  feveral  defperate  attacks,  ftriving  to 
break  through  to  the  merchant-fliips  :  On 
which  occafion,,  De  Ruyters  fhip  was  again  fo 
roughly  treated,  that  flie  was  tow'd  out  of 
the  fleet.  At  laft,  the  merchant-men,  finding 
they  could  be  no  longer  protected ,  began  to 
fhift  for  themfelves,  throwing  part  of  their 
goods  over-board,  for  the  greater  expedition.' 
According  to  Blake’ s  own  letter,  eight  men 
of  war,  and  fourteen  or  fixteen  merchant- 
fhips  were  taken  ;  and  the  fight  continued* 
till  night  fet  bounds  to  the  victory  of  the 
Englijh. 

On  the  third  day,  the  Dutch  continuing 
their  courfe  towards  their  own  coalt,  and  the 
Englijh  purfuing,  the  fight  was  renew’d  with 
great  bravery  on  both  Tides.  Three  Dutch  men 
of  war  were  taken  by  Laivfcn,  Marten  and  Gra¬ 
ver,  and  many  merchant-men  by  Ten  and  o- 
thers.  But  ammunition  failing*  and  the  Dutch 
being  almoft  got  within  protection  of  their 
fands,  the  Englijh  gave  over  the  chafe. 

The  author  of  Tromfs  life  pretends*  that  the 
lots  of  the  Hollanders ,  in  thefe  three  engage¬ 
ments,  amounted  to  no  more  than  eight  men  of 
war,  and  twenty-four  merchant-fhips.  But  th 
molt  moderate  computation  of  the  Englijh  wri 
ters  makes  it  amount  to  no  lefs  than  eleven 
men  of  war,  and  thirty  merchant-fliips.  Nor 
are  thofe  without  good  authority,  who  flip 
pofe  it  to  have  been  greater  •  as  may  appear 
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from  what  has  been  obferved.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  Engl/Jh  loft  but  one  fhip,  which  was 
funk  by  themfelves,  as  we  related  above. 

This  triple  victory  mightily  daunted  the 
enemy.  Therefore,,  to  fupport  the  linking  (pi¬ 
nts  of  the  people,  the  (fates  ordered  fome  of 
their  commanders  to  be  rewarded  for  their 
bravery  in  the  late  engagements.  Reports 
were  likewife  permitted  to  be  fpread,  tending 
to  extenuate  the  Ioffes  of  the  Hollanders,  and 
to  exafperate  the  people  againlt  the  Englljh ;  yet 
policy  was  obliged  fo  far  to  yield  to  judice,  as 
to  order  the  punifhing  of  many  of  the  inferior 
officers  for  ill  behaviour 

The  royal  exile  Charles  being  in  France,  and 
hearing  of  thefe  fiicceffes  of  the  Engtijl),  fent  a 
very  kind  letter  to  the  dates,  wherein  he  faid, 
cc  That  tho’  he  hoped  the  event  of  the  late 
<c  engagements  was  not  fo  bad,  as  had  been 
<c  reprefented  to  him,  yet  he  feared  their  ene- 
cc  mies  had  gained  fome  conllderable  advan- 
“  tage :  ”  Concluding  with  an  offer  to  ferve 
in  perfon  on  board  their  fleet,  againlt  his  re¬ 
bellious  fubjeCls. 

But  the  dates,  reflecting  on  the  ill  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  affairs,  began  now  to  turn  their 
thoughts  towards  peace.  Thofe  of  Holland , 
which  found  themfelves  mod  preffed,  made 
the  firlt  overture,  by  their  agent  Dolman ; 
offering  to  pay  a  conflderable  fum,  and  to  ac- 

know- 
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knowledge  the  Englijh  dominion  at  Sea.  But 
the  Englijb  refufing  to  treat  any  other- 
wife  than  by  writings  a  letter  was  lent  by 
Herbert  ‘van  Beaumont ,  lecretary  of  the  laid 
ftates,  teftifying  their  ardent  defire  of  peace 
and  a  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
republicks.  Hereupon,  the  Englijh  government 
returned  an  anfwer,  attended  with  a  letter  to 
the  ftates-general.  In  their  anfwer  to  the  ltates 
of  Holland,  after  having  upbraided  them  with 
being  the  authors  of  a  rupture,,  in  the  midft 
of  a  treaty  for  a  ltricl  union,  they  proceeded 
to  declare.  That  they  had  done  their  utmolt 
to  obviate  the  ill  effe&s  of  that  rupture  *  tho" 
their  endeavours  had  been  ill  feconded  by  the 
ftates.  They  concluded  with  laying.  That 
the  overtures  they  had  made  might  be  the 
effectual  means  of  compofing  the  differences 
between  the  nations,  if  approved  by  the  ftates- 
general.  In  the  letter  to  the  ftates-general 
(without  giving  them  the  title  of  High  and 
Mighty,  which  was  acquired  by  the  late  treaty 
with  Spain  at  Munfier J  they  told  them  in  fhort. 
That  as  they  had  not  been  wanting  at  the 
beginning,  in  endeavours  to  prevent  the  en- 
fuing  calamities,  lo  they  were  not  altered  by 
fucceffes  from  their  former  good  intentions. 

The  ftates-general,  finding  the  neceffity 
they  were  in  of  a  peace,  made  no  fcruple  of 
anfwering  this  difrefpe&ful  letter,  but  readi¬ 
ly  gave  their  confent  to  the  treaty,  defiring 
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that  feme  neutral  place  and  plenipotentiaries 
might  be  appointed  with  all  1'peed.  But,  before 

a  reply  could  be  made,  a  new  feene  had  open- 
cd  in  England. 

c> 

In  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  tranfaeftions,  the  ftates, 
it  feems,  ceafed  not  to  carry  on  their  intrigues, 
tlm  effects  of  wmch  foon  began  to  appear. 
Knowing  the  ambition  of  the  general  Cmmvel 
and  his  great  intereft  in  the  army,  ’tis  faid,  they 
encouiaged  him  underhand  in  his  defisrned  in¬ 
novations,  promifing  greater  bums  than  had 
Ixen  ofieied  to  the  rump,  it  he  could  bring 

about  a  change  in  the  government  by  their 
diffolution. 


Thefe  intrigues  had  the  defired  fuccefs.  For, 
on  the  20th  or  April,  Qronttvel  with  a  party  of 
loloiers  entering  the  iioule  of  commons  drew 
thejpeaker  by  force  out  of  the  chair,  and  dif- 
xnifled  the  affembly.  Being  thus  dextroufly 
got  rid  of  the  rump,  whole  conduct  and  luc- 
celfes  they  fo  much  dreaded,  the  ftates  began 
to  take  new  courage,  and  to  proceed  more 
flowiy  in  their  advances  towards  a  peace.  They 
confidered  the  late  violent  proceedings  of  C Vom- 
ovel  as  likely  to  unite  the  Republican  Party  with 
the  RoyaJifi  s  •  it  being  reafonabie  to  "believe 
that  the  former  would  rather  admit  the  pofte- 
r.ty  of  the  late  king  than  tamely  fu'omit  to  an 
tipftart  tyrant,  who,  without  the  confent  of  the 
people,  had  a  flu  tued  a  more  tiian  kingly  pow¬ 
er.  Ac  leaf!,  they  flattered  themfelves  that 

Cromivel, 
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Crowed,  the  better  to  eftablifli  himfelf  in  his 
newly-acquired  authority,,  might  be  obliged  to 
court  their  friendfhip,  and  grant  a  peace  on 
eafier  terms.  Either  of  thefe  was  fufficient  to 
reftore  their  affairs.  But  Cromvjel,  whole  po¬ 
liticks  were  no  lefs  refined,  being  fenfible  of 
the  advantages  he  had  above  the  Bates,  and  de¬ 
pending  on  his  interelt  in  the  army,  took  vi¬ 
gorous  refolutions  to  continue  the  war. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions  in  this  part  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  an  exploit  was  performed  by  the  Englljh 
m  the  Str eights ,  which  afterwards  occafioncd 
a  confiderable  lofs. 

The  Englljh  commadore  Appleton  lay  (toge¬ 
ther  with  a  Dutch  fquadron)  in  the  road  of 
Leghorn ,  being  a  neutral  port,  with  fix  (hips* 
mounted  and  manned  as  follows  j  viz*.  r'  The 
Leopard,  commadore  Jppletcn,  fifty  two  guns, 
a  hundred  and  eighty  men.  The  Bonadventure , 
forty  four  guns,  a  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
The  Sampfcn,  thirty  fix  guns,  ninety  men. 
The  Levant  Merchant,  twenty  eight  guns,  fixty 
men.  The  Pilgrim,  thirty  guns,  feventy  men  ; 
and  the  Mary,  thirty  guns,  and  about  feventy 
men.  Appleton  took  this  opportunity,  with  three 
boats  manned  with  refolute  featnen,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  one  captain  Cox,  to  execute  a  de- 
fign  upon  the  ftiip  Pbanix ,  which  had  been  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Englijh  in  the  rencounter  near 
Elba,  and  which  made  a  part  of  the  enemies 
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fquadron.  This  defign  was  undertaken  on  the 
26th  of  November  1652,  and  it  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  the  (hip  being  boarded  by  the  Englljh 
the  Dutch  were  fo  furprized  that  they  made^but 
ittle  lefiftance ;  and  the  young  Tromp}  who 
commanoed  her, was  forced  to  leap  into  the  wa* 
ter,  to  avoid  being  taken.  The  abiion  was  per¬ 
formed  with  fuch  expedition,  that,  before  the 
Dutch  who  lay  next  her  were  well  apprized  of 
what  had  happened,  foe  was  carried  off.  But 
the  great  duke  of  Tufcany}  being  informed  of 
thisadion,  and  judging  it  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  that  port,  he  ordered  the 

Englljh  either  to  reftore  the  Phoenix }  or  to  depart 
irom  thence. 

To  depart  was  not  without  danger :  For 
r‘m  GaIen  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  ene¬ 
my  in  thofe  Seas,  confiding  of  fixteen  men  of 
war,  a  fire-foip,  and  feveral  flout  merchant- (hips 
(which  were  offered  a  foare  of  the  booty  if 
they  would  engage)  lay  ready  before  the  har¬ 
bour  to  intercept  them.  Yet  they  rather  chofe 
to  run  all  hazards  than  to  deliver  up  the  foip. 
With  this  refolution  they  difpatched  away  ad.' 
vice  to  commadore  Bodley ,  who  lay  at  the  lfland 
Elba  with  two  men  of  war,  a  fire-foip,  and 
the  four  merchant-foips  which  were  prefent 
at  the  former  engagement  with  Van  Galen  ;  and 
it  was  agreed  between  the  two  commadores, 
that  Bodley  with  his  fmall  fquadron  (tho’  unfit 
to  engage,  partly  on  account  of  the  lols  of 

men 
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men  in  the  late  fight,  and  partly  on  account  of 
the  merchant-fliips  under  their  convoy,  which 
were  laden  with  fifteen  hundred  bales  of  filk 
and  other  valuable  goods)  fhould  appear,  about 
the  time  fixed,  within  light  of  Leghorn ,  to  make 
a  bravado  in  order  to  amtife  the  Dutch ,  and 
thereby,  if  poffible,  to  draw  them  off  from 
before  the  harbour,  and  fo  to  open  a  paffage 
for  Appleton  to  efcape. 

According  to  agreement,  Bodley ,  on  the 
2d  of  March  i 6^3,  came  within  fight  of  the 
place.  On  the  3d,  he  caufed  three  or  four  of 
his  belt  failors  to  approach  the  enemy,  who 
were  flationed  before  the  port:  Whereupon 
their  whole  fquadron,  as  was  expe&ed,  flood 
out  to  Sea  and  gave  them  chafe :  Which  Appleton 
perceiving,  he  took  the  opportunity  to  come 
out ;  but  too  foon.  For  the  Dutch ,  being  aware 
of  their  defign,  immediately  gave  over  the 
chafe,  and,  tacking  about,  fell  upon  Appleton’s 
fquadron  with  nine  of  their  men  of  war,  while 
the  reft  obferved  Bodley. 

At  the  firft  encounter,  an  unfortunate  lhot 
from  Van  Galen’s  fhip  let  fire  to  the  Bonadventures 
which  blew  up,  tho’  not  unrevenged ;  For  at 
the  fame  time,  a  fhot  from  that  fhip  broke  Van 
Galen’s  leg,  of  which  hurt  he  foon  after  died. 
In  the  mean  while,  Appleton  was  attack’d  by 
two  of  the  Hollanders  at  once  ■  again!!  whom  he 
maintained  a  clofe  fight  of  four  or  five  hours, 
with  fuch  refolution,  that  both  the  Dutch  fliips 

were 
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were  fo  difabled  that  they  fcarce  fired  a  fnot  *. 
Van  Galen  feeing  the  relblution  of  the  Englijh 
commadore,  and  going  (tho’  defperately 
wounded)  to  the  affiitance  of  his  friends,,  was 
in  great  danger  by  a  fire-fhip  feat  off  from 
Bodleys  fquadron.  But,  another  fhip  coming  to 
the  aflibance  of  the  Hollanders  who  were  engag¬ 
ed  with  Appleton ,  they  renewed  the  attack  with 
greater  vigour.  Some  Dutch  writers  report, 
that  Appleton  finding  himfelf  oppreffed  by  fuch 
unequal  numbers,  after  having  made  ail  pof- 
fible  refiftance,  ran  down  and  would  have 
blown  up  his  fhip  •,  but  that,  being  hindered  by 
his  fearnen,  he  was  obliged  to  yield.  The 
young  Tromp,  attacking  the  Sampfon,  was  beaten 
off  after  a  defperate  fight :  But  the  Sampfon 
was  foon  after  burnt  by  a  fire-fhip.  The  Le¬ 
vant  Merchant,  being  encountered  by  one  of  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  beat  her  off  and  branded  her. 
But  being  at  lab  taken,  together  with  the  Til- 
grim  (which  had  loft  her  main  and  mizzen 
malls  in  the  fight)  the  Mary,  thus  left  alone, 
made  her  efcape  and  joined  the  neareft  fhips 
of  Bodleys  fquadron  :  Which  put  an  end  to 
the  engagement. 

But  to  come  nearer  home.  The  bates,  find- 
ing  themfelves  deceived  in  their  expe&ation 
of  great  advantages  from  the  late  change  of 
government  in  England,  omitted  nothing  to 
put  themfelves  into  a  condition  to  carry  on 
■  .  the 
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the  war.  They  firft  made  a  frefh  enquiry  into 
the  merits  of  their  officers  in  the  former  ac¬ 
tions  ,•  fome  of  which  were  rewarded  for  their 
good  fervices,  but  more  were  punifhed  for  ill 
behaviour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Englljb,  being  firft 
ready,  appeared  on  the  coaft  of  Holland,  cha¬ 
fing  admiral  Evertfon  with  the  Zealand  fqua- 
dron  into  the  Veerfe-gat,  and  taking  about 
fifty  buffes  belonging  to  Zurlk-z.ec.  Afterwards 
failing  with  a  South-weft  wind,  they  alarm’d 
the  whole  coaft,  and  took  many  others  be¬ 
longing  to  Maafland-ftuys ,  Ter-heyde ,  Schevolin- 
gen ,  Catwyk  and  other  places. 

Tromp,  having  lain  fome  time  before  the  T'exel 
with  the  greateft  part  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  merchant- 
ftlips  round  the  North  of  Scotland  ,  the  ftates 
being  unwilling  to  venture  another  voyage 
through  the  Channel.  On  this  occafion,  he 
was  very  fortunate :  For  the  evening  after 
he  failed,  the  Englifh  fleet  came  and  anchored 
where  he  had  lain.  But  not  finding  him,  and 
underftanding  that  he  was  gone  to  the  North - 
ward,  they  purfued  him  as  far  as  Aberdeen  in  Scot* 
land',  but,  not  coming  up  with  him,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  coaft  of  Holland. 

While  they  lay  before  the  Texel ,  a  defign 
was  formed  upon  a  confiderable  fleet  of  Dutch 
merchant-fhips  in  the  Vile ;  to  execute  which 
feveral  light  frigates  were  fent  in  :  But  the 

enemy 
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enemy  being  ftronger  and  in  better  polture 
than  was  fuppofed,  they  returned  without  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  •  and  the  fleet  failed  again 
in  queft  of  Tromp. 

At  laft,  Tromp  having  executed  his  commif- 
fion,  and  twice  efcaped  the  purfuit  of  the  Eng- 
lijh}  returned  and  joined  the  reft  of  the  Dutch 
fleet.  He  thereupon  failed,  in  a  bravado,  to 
the  coalt  of  England. ,  which  he  infulted  in  his 
turn.  While  the  Englijh  were  feeking  him  a- 
gain  to  the  Northward ,  he  cannonaded  the 
town  of  Dover ,  and  took  two  or  three  in- 
eonfiderable  prizes  in  the  Downs .  But  it  was 
not  long  e’re  the  Englijh  returned  and  attack’d 
him,  firft  on  the  coaft  of  England ,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  off  Newport  in  Flanders. 

On  the  ift  of  June ,  while  the  Englijh  fleet 
was  lying  at  anchor  in  Tarmouth-road under 
command  of  Monk  and  Dean ,  joined  in  corn- 
million,  advice  was  brought,  that  the  Dutch, 
commanded  by  Tromp ,  De  Ruyter ,  cDe  Witte  and 
Evertfon ,  were  feen  upon  the  coaft  :  Where¬ 
upon,  the  fleet  weighed,  and  flood  towards 
the  enemy.  On  the  ;d,  the  fight  begun  be¬ 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  at  noon,  off  the 
South  point  of  the  Gober.  The  Englijh ,  who 
were  the  aggreffors,  had  ninety- five  fail  of 
men  of  war  *,  and  five  fire-lhips  :  And  the 
Dutch  had  ninety-eight  men  of  war,  and  fix 
fire-lhips.  The  Englijh  blue  fquadron  charging 

through 
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through  the  enemies,  De  Ruyter’s  divifion  ful¬ 
lered  much,  and  himfelf  was  in  great  danger 
of  being  taken  or  funk  by  Lawfon,  till  relieved 
by  Tromp :  But  Lawfon  foon  after  funk  a  man 
'  of  war  of  forty-two  guns,  commanded  by  cap¬ 
tain  Bulter.  An  unfortunate  fhot,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  engagement,  took  off  the  Eng- 
lijh  admiral  Dean;  but  Monk,  who  was  in  the 
fame  fhip,  covering  his  body  with  his  cloak, 
and  encouraging  his  men,  the  battle  continued 
with  great  fury  till  three  o’clock,  when  the  ene¬ 
my  began  to  hold  off,  and  maintain  a  fort  of  run¬ 
ning  fight,  which  lafted  till  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing  ,•  about  which  time  one  of  the  Dutch  men  of 
war,  commanded  by  Cornelius  'van  Velfen ,  blew 
up.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  Dutch  hiftcrians 
complain,  that  feveral  of  their  captains  were 
deficient  in  their  duty.  The  enemy  retreating 
towards  the  coait  of  Flanders ,  the  fight  was  re¬ 
newed  the  next  day  about  noon  off  Newport , 
with  fuch  fury,  that,  after  a  difpute  of  four 
hours,  they  were  entirely  defeated.  Admiral 
Blake,  who  joined  the  fleet  the  night  before 
with  fome  Ihips,  had  a  fhare  in  the  honour  of 
this  fecond  victory.  During  the  engagement, 
Tromp ,  having  boarded  the  vice-admiral  Pen, 
was  beaten  off ;  and,  being  boarded  in  his  turn, 
was  forced  to  blow  up  his  deck,  of  which  the 
Englijh  had  made  themfelves  mailers.  But,  be¬ 
ing  again  entered  by  Pen  and  another  at  once, 
he  would  have  been  in  extreme  danger  of  be- 
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ing  taken  or  ruined,  if  not  feafonably  relieved 
by  De  Witte  and  De  Ruyter  f.  The  enemies 
were  at  laft  fo  vigoroufly  prefs’d,  that  they 
fell  into  great  diforder,  and,  after  the  lofs  of 
many  fhips,  were  forced  to  lave  themlelves 
by  flight  among  the  flats  on  the  fide  of  New- 

port ;  from  whence  they  afterwards  efcaped 
to  Zealand . 

The  Englijh  writers  affirm-,  that,  in  this  latter 
Dutch  had  fix  of  their  beft  fhips  funk, 
two  blown  up,  and  eleven  taken,  with  fifteen 
hunared  and  fifty  prifoners,  whereof  fix  were 
captains  of  note  ,*  and  that  of  the  fhips  which 
were  taken  or  deftroyed,  one  was  a  vice-ad¬ 
miral,  and  two  were  rear-admirals.  But  the 
Dutch  hiitories  confefs  the  lofs  of  but  (even 
or  eight  men  of  war. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Englijh^  the  only  confi- 
derable  lofs  was  that  of  the  admiral  Dean ; 
not  one  fhip  being  miffing,  and  but  very  few 
men  killed,  among  which  was  one  captain. 
This  appears  not  only  from  the  concurrent 
testimonies  of  the  Englijh  writers,  but  from 
the  exprefs  words  of  the  proclamation  for  a 
thankfgiving,  which  wa s  publifhed  on  this 
occafion. 

Whatever  induftry  was  ufed  to  conceal  or 
extenuate  thefe  or  the  former  Ioffes  of  the 
Hollander r,  yet  they  appeared  but  too  plainly 
by  the  complaints  and  remonftrances  of  their 
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own  admirals.  Tromp  declared  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  ftates  at  Fishing,  Thar,  with¬ 
out  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  large 
men  of  war^  they  could  do  110  farther  fervice. 
And  the  vice-admiral  De  JVltte  is  reported  to 
have  faid  in  prefence  of  the  ftates  *,  Why 
Jhoitld  I  be  jilent  ?  I  may 3  and  muji  fay  it  j  The 
Englifll  are  mafiers  of  m,  and  by  conference  of 
the  Sea * 

Nor  were  their  complaints  for  want  of 
good  fhips  without  fufficient  caufe.  For  not- 
withftanding  that  many  flout  fhips  had  been 
lately  built,  yet  fo  many  had  either  been  loft 
or  difabled,  that  tho’  the  Dutch  fleet  could 
fliil  equal  the  Englijh  in  number,  it  fell  far 
fhort  in  bignefs  and  goodnefs  of  fhips. 

Upon  the  news  of  thefe  defeats,  Holland  was 
in  an  uproar.  The  city  of  Enkhuyfen  efpecially, 
whofe  herring-fifhery  had  been  ruined,  was 
all  tumult  and  confufion.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Engilfl),  having  fent  away  their  prizes  and 
prifoners,  rid  in  triumph  before  the  Dutch  har¬ 
bours  ;  taking  no  lefs  than  twenty  rich  fhips 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Texel :  Infomuch  that  the 
fleets  defigned  for  the  Baltick  and  the  Eaf -In¬ 
dies  were  detained  in  port,  to  the  great  damage 
and  diiTatisfadion  of  the  merchants. 

The  ftates  hereupon  renewed  their  endea¬ 
vours  for  a  peace ;  fending  with  all  fpeed  a 
veil'd  with  a  white  flag  and  a  melfenger,  to 

prepare 

?  Leven  van  Tramp. 


1 2  8  Columna  Roftrata. 

prepare  the  way  for  four  embaffadors,  viz.  the 

Heeren  -van  Beverning,  Nieuivpoort ,  Van  der  Ferre y 

and  Jonfial.  But  the  overtures  of  thofe  em- 
bafladors  were  fcornfully  reje&ed,  and  twenty 
feven  articles  infilled  on  as  conditions  of  peace, 
fome  of  which  we  (hall  mention  anon. 

Being  therefore  unable  to  find  the  period  of 
their  misfortunes  by  treaty,  the  Hates  were  a- 
gain  obliged  to  feek  it  by  arms.  For  which 
purpofe,  all  engines  were  fet  at  work.  Fear  was 
moved  by  punifhments,  and  hope  was  excited 
by  promifes  of  rewards.  Religion  was  called 
in  to  the  afliftance  of  the  paffions;  and  the 
famous  preacher  Junius  was  fent  on  board  the 
fleet  to  exhort  the  feamen,  from  fhip  to  fhip,  to 
do  their  utmoft  in  this  imminent  danger  of  their 
country.  But  the  difcontents  and  diflurbances 
among  the  people,  who  began  to  be  weary  of 
the  government,  and  to  cry  out  for  the  prince 
of  Orange ,  brought  the  Hates  into  no  fmall 
perplexities.  Above  all  others,  thofe  of  the 
Hague  were  zealous  for  declaring  that  young 
prince  fladt-holder :  On  which  occafion  thefe 
verfes  were  handed  about. 

Gallia  perpejja  efi  quondam  mala  plurima  ab  Anglis  ; 

Plurima  ab  his  Batavi  nunc  quoque  damna ferunt. 
Aureliam  Galli  pojl  oppofuere  Puellamt 
Auriacum  Bata  vi  opponite  nunc  Puerum. 

Jgui  quondam  expul  ft  pugnante  fuere  Puella , 

Hos  Puero  duce  non  pellere  nunc  pttdear. 

Which 
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Which  may  be  thus  rendered  in  Englijh. 

bow ; 

France  differ'd  much  by  England’s  conqu’ring 
Now  Englijb  arms  are  Holland’s  overthrow. 

For  France  the  maid  of  Orleans  arofe. 

For  Us  the  Orange  youth  (hall  face  the  foes. 

Foes  who  were  foild  by  a  weak  Female  hand. 
Led  by  a  Youth,  we'll  force  to  leave  our  ftrand. 

The  dates,  to  prevent  the  molt  fatal  confe- 
quences,  took  all  poflible  care  to  refit  their 
lhattered  fquadrons,  and  reinforce  them  with 
a  new  fquadron  ,•  but  they  found  fome  difficul¬ 
ty  to  join  them.  At  lad  7 romp  who  with  the 
remains  of  the  fleet  (confiding  of  eighty  odd 
men  of  war  and  fire-fhips)  had  faved  himfelf 
in  Zealand,  ventured  to  fail  with  defign  to  join 
De  Witte,  who  lay  in  the  Texel  with  that  new 
fquadron  confiding  of  twenty-five  men  of  war, 
fitted  out  to  repair  the  lofs  fudained  in  the 
late  engagements.  The  Englijh  fleet,  which  lay 
ready  to  oppofe  their  conjun&ion,  confided  of 
an  hundred  and  fix  fail,  great  and  fmall ,  and 
was  commanded  by  Monk,  Pen,  and  Lawfon. 

Tramp,  whofe  intention  it  was  to  draw  off 
the  EngUJl j  from  before  the  Texel,  and  thereby 
to  give  opportunity  to  De  Witte  to  come  out 
and  join  him,  did  his  utmod,  when  difcovered, 
to  decline  an  engagement.  But  fome  nimble 
frigates  of  the  Englljh,  by  attacking  his  rear, 
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on  the  27th  of  July,  obliged  him,,  »about  fix  in 
the  evening,  to  hazard  a  fort  of  running  fight. 
1  he  next  day.,  the  hard  wind  prevented  the 
renewal  of  the  fight j  which  was  no  fmall  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  Hollanders :  For  the  Englijh  pur¬ 
ging  without  being  able  to  engage  thenrq  De 
Witte  found  an  opportunity  to  put  to  Sea  from 
the  Texel3  and  to  join  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  The 
'fight  was  renewed  by  the  Englijh  on  the  29th 
with  extraordinary  -fury.  For  Monk  being  wii- 
ling  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.,  and  loath  to 
weaken  his  fleet  by  manning  the  prizes  and 
Tending  off  other  fhips  with  them  to  the  next 
harbours  (as  ufual.,)  gave  orders  that  no  fhips 
iho.uld  be  taken.,  and  that  no  quarter  fliould 
be  either  taken  or  given,  except  to, the  chief 
officers  :  So  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  Sea  was 
covered  with  the  blood  of  the  (lain.  Here  one 
might  have  feen  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the 
Jalt  day.  The  mixture  of  fire  and  water  and 

j 

fmoak  refemhled  the  confufion  or  blending 

» 

together  of  the  elements ;  while  the  noile  of 
the  cannon  and  fmall  arms3  with  the  flafhes 
of  ;powder  and  the  blaze  of  burning  fhips  imi¬ 
tated  .thunder  j  -lightning  .  and  a  general 
conflagration.  Latvfon }  who  had  again  a  clofe 
engagement  with  De  Rujter}  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  above  half  his  men3  *  and  ftiot  down  his 
;fore-maft  and  main-top-maft  ,•  fo  that,  had  he 
not  been  relieved^  he  wouid  probably  have 

,been 
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been  deftroycd.  De  Ruyter’s  fhip  was  fo  dis¬ 
abled  that  (he  was  tow'd  into  the  Maafe  •  but 
he  himfelf  came  again  with  a  galliot  into  the 
fleet.  The  Dutch  rear-admiral  Flora  s  fhip,  be¬ 
ing  quite  difabled,  was  taken,  and  afterwards 
funk.  The  vice-admiral  De  Witte ,  and  captain 
Cornelius  Evert  [on  (brother  of  the  vice-admiral 
of  that  name)  behaved  themfelves  bravely ; 
endeavouring  feveral  times  to  board  the  ad¬ 
miral  Monk  :  But  Evertfons  Ship  was  funk,  and 
himfelf  taken.  The  fhip  of  the  vice-admiral^ 
his  brother,  being  horribly  Blatter’d,  was  tow¬ 
ed  out  of  the  fight.  But  the  lofs,  which  by 
its  importance  made  all  others  feem  inconfide- 
rable,  was  that  of  the  admiral  Tromp :  Who  in 
the  heat  of  the  fight  received  a  wound,  by  a 
musket-fhot,  from  an  English  frigate,  near  the 
left  pap,  of  which  he  immediately  died.  He 
was  a  perfon  of  tried  courage,  and  great  expe¬ 
rience  in  Sea-affairs.  From  being  cabbin-boy 
to  an  Englijh  pirate  (who  had  killed  his  father, 
and  taken  a  Dutch  man  of  war  of  which  he 
was  captain)  his  extraordinary  merit  had  raid¬ 
ed  him  to  the  higheft  command  in  the  fleet. 
He  died  efteemed  by  his  enemies,  and  infinite¬ 
ly  beloved  and  lamented  by  his  country,  to 

which  his  lofs,  at  this  conjuncture,  might  have 
proved  fatal. 

By  the  death  of  Tromp,  the  Dutch  fleet  be¬ 
came  as  a  body  without  a  foul.  Some,  as  de¬ 
prived  of  all  skill  or  power  to  defend  them- 
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felvesj  fougiit  their  fafety  in  their  fails.  Ci¬ 
thers,  who  ftill  faced  the  Englijh,  rnade  fuch 
faint  refiftance,  as  ferved  only  to  render  the 
vi&ory  the  more  complete.  Their  own  hi- 
ftorians  complain,  that  about  thirty  of  their 
beft  {hips  went  off  at  once,  and  deferred  their 
companions  j  which  were  foon  obliged  to 
follow. 

In  this  cruel  fight  the  Englijh  agree,  that 
the  Hollanders  lolt  between  twenty  and  thirty 
men  of  war,  funk  or  burnt,  and  five  or  fix 
thoufand  men.  The  Dutch  author  of  Tromps 
life,  on  the  contrary,  gives  a  lift  but  of  nine 
fhips,  which  he  owns  were  loft.  But  the 
vice-admiral  De  Witte  (who  took  upon  him 
the  command,  after  the  death  of  Tromp )  fays, 
in  his  letter  to  the  ftates,  that  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  fhips  were  miffing,  and  among  them  two 
vice-admirals,  without  mentioning  any  lofs 
on  the  fide  of  the  Englijh.  Yet  the  Englijh 
confefs  the  lofs  of  two  fhips,  the  Worcefter 
and  the  Oak.  The  Worcefler,  they  fay,  having 
boarded  the  R.ooz,e.krans  or  Garland  frigate 
(formerly  taken  by  the  Dutch )  was  burnt,  to¬ 
gether  with  her  enemy.  The  Oak  was  like- 
wife  burnt,  but  the  men  were  faved.  The 
Triumph  and  the  Andrew ,  being  grappled  and 
fired,  they  confefs,  buffered  great  damage  in 
fails  and  rigging  ;  but ,  by  the  induftry 
of  the  Teamen,  they  were  preferved.  Their 
lofs  in  men,  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to 

abou 
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about  four  hundred  killed  and  drowned,  and 
feven  hundred  wounded  ;  eight  captains  be¬ 
ing  among  the  former,  and  live  among  the 
latter. 

Tho’  the  Englijh  carried  off  no  fhips,  yet 
it  feems  they  fo  generoufly  affifted  their 
enemies  in  diftrefs,  that  they  faved  about 
twelve  hundred  men  of  the  fli ips  that  were 
funk,  notwithftanding  the  forbidding  of  quar¬ 
ter.  But  prejudice  calls  a  wrong  colour  on 
the  belt  a&ions.  The  Dutch  Mercury ,  for  the 
year  165-  5,  informs  us,  that  the  Englijh  were 
indeed  very  careful  to  lave  the  Hollanders , 
whofe  fhips  were  loft  ,•  but  that  it  was  for 
no  other  reafon,  than  that  they  might  ferve 
as  fo  many  tokens  of  their  victory.  And, 
as  if  to  overlook  a  virtue  was  not  fufficient, 
without  finding  a  vice,  that  author  adds,  that 
they,  at  the  fame  time,  inhumanly  fuffered 
their  own  people  to  perifh,  left  by  faving 
them  they  Ihould  have  made  known  their  lols 
of  Ihips. 

The  enemies  fled  in  all  hafte  within  their 
fands,  where  they  could  not  be  followed :  In 
which  fituation  having  ftaid  fome  while  to 
make  a  Ihew  of  expecting  the  Englijh,  they 
afterwards  retired  into  the  Texel.  De  Witte  fent 
from  thence  the  aforementioned  letter  to  the 
ftates,  wherein  having  given  fome  account  of 
their  lofs,  he  informed  them,  that  the  realon, 
why  he  retired  with  fo  much  hafte,  was  be- 
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caufe  fo  many  of  the  (hips  that  remained  had 
differed  great  damage,  and  becaufe  there 
were  many  Foltrons  (as  he  exprefied  it)  in 
the  fleet,  who  left  others  in  diftrefs.  From 
tnis  letter  it  appears,  beyond  contradiction, 
with  now  little  reafon  lome  Dutch  writers 
have  boafted,  that  their  fleet  had  driven  the 
Englijlj  from  their  coaft. 

Upon  the  news  of  this  fignal  victory,  a  day 
of  general  thankfgiving  was  appointed  in  Eng¬ 
land  ^  and  a  narrative  of  the  fight  ordained  to 
be  read  in  the  churches.  Several  chains  and  me- 
dais  of  gold  were  given  to  Monky  Fcn^  Lavjj'o ny 
and  others  for  their  great  fervices  on  this 
and  other  occaflons.  Silver  medals  were  like- 
wife  diftributed  among  the  inferior  officers, 
tiiicl  money  among  the  feamen.  Cromivel  him** 
ieif  put  the  chain  about  Monk's  neck,  and,  in¬ 
viting  him  to  a  magnificent  dinner,  made  him 
wear  it  while  he  fate  at  table. 

buch  unufual  favours  argue  the  merit  of  that 
admiral,  upon  this  occafion,  to  have  been  more 
cnan  common.  And  indeed,  that  Monk  had 
not  been  an  idle  ipe&ator  of  the  combat, 
may  appear  from  the  letter  he  writ  to  the 
council  of  ftate  ;  wherein  he  informed  them, 
that  of  five  Dutch  admirals  he  had  himfelf  the 
fortune  to  fhoot  down  the  flags  of  three,  viz. 
(as  the  Dutch  Mercury  for  that  year  confeifes) 
thofe  of  Trompy  Evert fon ,  and  De  Ruyter  ;  with 
whom  and  others  he  had  been  fo  long  and 

fo 
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fo  deeply  engaged,  that  towards  the  end  of 
the  tight  he  was  towed-  out  of  the  fleet. 

This  was  the  laft  confiderable  a&ion  of  the 
year  1 6n;  a  year  which  three  genera!  en¬ 
gagements  (in  which  the  Englijh  gained  no 
lefs  than  fix  vidories)  have  rendered  as  re¬ 
markable  as  any  in  the  Englijh  Annals, 

Such  a  load  of  misfortunes  had  fo  broken 
the  force,  and  funk  the  fpirits  of  the  Dutch 
nation,  that,  if  the  war  had  continued,  'twas 
believed,  there  would  fcarcely  have  been  ei¬ 
ther  fhips  to  man,  or  men  to  fight.  The 
Sea  was  poffefled  by  the  Englijh  fleets,  and 
nothing  but  their  lands  protected  their  har¬ 
bours.  The  populace  were  tumultuous,  the 
publick  placards  dilregarded,  and  the  ftates 
themfelves,  of  whole  wifdom  or  integrity 
their  ill  fuccefs  had  produced  a  very  mean 
opinion,  were  threatened  with  plundering. 
In  fhort,  every  thing  feemed  to  tend  to  a  re¬ 
volution. 

Yet,  partly  to  fatisfy  the  repeated  complaints 
of  the  merchants,  partly  to  let  the  world  fee 
they  had  ftill  fomething  like  a  fleet,  the  ftates 
(taking  their  opportunity,  while  the  Englijlt 
were  gone  to  land  the  prifoners  and  wound¬ 
ed)  fent  orders  to  De  Witte  to  convoy  a  con¬ 
fiderable  fleet  of  merchant-fhips,  with  about 
fifty  men  of  war,  and  fire-fhips,  to  the  Sound, 
De  Witte  had  the  good  fortune  to  pals  by  the 
Englijh }  who,  unknown  to  the  Dutch }  returning 
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a  day  or  two  before,  had  potted  themfelves 
near  the  Dogger  fiand.  But  the  Englijh  foon  af¬ 
ter,  coming  before  the  File,  fell  in  with  ano¬ 
ther  fleet  01  merchant-men,  of  which  they 
took  about  thirty.  In  the  mean  time.  Law  fin, 
being  fent  with  a  fquadron  to  the  Northern- 
coaft  of  Scotland,  took  a  confiderable  number  of 
herring-buttes,  together  with  four  frigates 
which  guarded  them,  and  difpers’d  the  reft. 

This  proved  the  laft  adtion  of  the  war  ,•  but 
not  the  la  it  misfortune  of  the  Dutch.  For  the 
admiral  Be  V/itte,  returning  from  convoying 
the  merchant-fleet,  buffered  very  much  before 
tne  Texel  by  a  vioient  tempett,  wherein  twelve 
or  thirteen  of  his  men  of  war  perifhed.  But 
the  Englijh,  having  received  feme  damage  by 
a  leffet  ftoim,  were  very  feafonabiy'  returned, 
a  little  before,  to  their  own  coaft.  * 

In  this  deplorable  ltate,  it  was,  however, 
the  good  fortune  of  the  Dutch,  as  it  has  forne- 
times  ocen  of  their  country,  to  be  faved  by  their 
moit  dangerous  enemy.  For  as  the  Sea,  which 
fo  frequently  threatens  Holland  with  deftruc- 
tion,  has  fometimes  been  made  its  beft  defence, 
fo  C ronrwel,  who  had  fo  terribly  endangered 
the  D«h^-republick,  was  at  laft,  to  the  furprize 
of  all  the  world,  induced  to  be  its  deliverer. 
For  tho’  his  council  of  ftate  had  impofed  fe- 
vere  conditions  of  peace  (befides  the  demand 
of  fatisfa&ion  for  wrongs  in  Eafi-India,  and 
clfewhere)  yet  the  ambition  and  felf-intereft 
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of  Cromwel ,  who  fought  to  enrich  himfelf  at 
the  expence  of  the  nation,  and  to  eitablifh 
his  newly-acquired  authority  by  a  defenlive 
league  with  the  Loeveftein-faEiion  (who  at  this 
time  governed  Holland ,  and  who  being  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  and  confequent- 
ly  to  the  royal  famiiy  of  England,  were  engaged 
in  the  fame  intereft  with  himfelf)  difpofed 
him  to  grant  them  a  peace  upon  eafier  terms. 
With  this  view,  he  firft  difmifs’d  his  fham-par- 
liament,  and  then,  having  aifumed  the  title  of 
Protector,  he  began  to  treat  with  the  Dutch  com- 
miffionersin  his  own  name.  In  fhort,  the  bar¬ 
gain  was  foon  made,  and  the  treaty  of  peace 
ligned,  April  y,  1 654. 

In  this  treaty,  fome  of  the  chief  demands  of 
the  council  of  date  (which  were  part  of  the 
twenty-leven  articles  formerly  infilled  on) 
were  omitted :  Such  were,  the  coalition  with 
England ;  the  annual  rent  of  the  filheryonthe 
Britijh- coaft  ;  the  right  of  fearching  the  Dutch 
fliips  j  the  right  of  limiting  the  number  of 
their  men  of  war,  and  a  free  trade  upon  the 
Scheld. 

The  mod  material  of  the  conditions  agreed 
upon  were,  the  delivering  up  of  fuch  as  could 
be  found  of  the  murtherers  at  Amholna  to  ju¬ 
stice  ;  their  acknowledging  of  the  Englijh  do¬ 
minion  at  Sea,  by  ftriking  to  the  flag  •  their 
fubmitting  to  the  Acl  of  Navigation,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  their  refufal  to  fubmit  to  it  was 

one 


one  principal  caufe  of  their  engaging  in  the 
war  •  as  alio  the  excluding  of  the  houfe  of 
Orange  for  ever  from  the  offices  of  ftadt-hol- 
der  and  admiral  of  Holland .  To  thefe  Monfieur 
de  Neufville ,  in  his  Rift  or y  of  Holland,  adds  the 
payment  of  great  fums  for  reparation  of  da¬ 
mages.,  and  a  promife  of  procuring  the  refti- 
tution  of  the  Englijh  (hips  and  effects  feized 
Iby  the  king  of  Denmark ,  or  at  leaft  of  giv¬ 
ing  an  equivalent,  on  condition  that  that 
king  fliould  be  included  in  the  treaty.  But 

in  the  affair  oi  Amboina  nothing  was  ever 

done. 

1  hus  ended  the  molt  vigorous  war  that 
ever  was  maintained  at  Sea.  ’Twas  begun 
and  finifhed  in  the  iliort  fpace  of  one  year 
and  eleven  months:  Yet  in  that  time  the 
Englijh  took  no  lefs  than  feventeen  hundred 
prizes,,  valued  by  the  Dutch  themfeives  at  fix- 
ty  two  millions  of  guilders.,  or  near  fix  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  Iterling.  On  the  contrary, 
thole  taken  by  the  Dutch  could  not  amount  to 
the  fourth  part^  either  in  number  or  value* 
Within  that  time  the  Englijh  were  victorious 
in  no  lefs  than  five  general  fights.,  fome  of 
which  were  of  feveral  days:  Whereas  the 
Hollanders  cannot  juftly  boalt  of  having  gain¬ 
ed  one.  For  the  addon  between  De  Ruyter  and 
Af cough,  in  which  they  pretended  to  fome  ad¬ 
vantage^  was  no  general  fight  :  And  the  ad¬ 
vantage  gained  by  Tromp  in  the  Downs  is  own¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  have  been  gained  but  over  a  part  of  the 
Eng Up- fleet.  ?Twas  this  ftiort  quarrel  which 
(by  the  confeflion  of  *  Valkenier)  reduced  the 
Dutch  to  greater  extremities  than  the  long  war 
of  eigh cy  years  had  done  againlt  the  crown  of 
Spain.  And  the  author  of  the  t  Intereft  of 
Holland  computes  that  in  this  fliort  war,,  and  in 
the  time  of  the  Northern  troubles  which  followed 
between  the  crowns  of  Sweden  and  Denmark ^ 
his  country-men  loft  more  than  they  had  gain¬ 
ed  in  twenty  years  before. 

Tho’  the  Hollanders  procured  a  peace  for 
their  ally  the  king  of  Denmark y  on  condition 
of  making  the  fatisfabfion  mentioned  above^ 
yet  the  French  (notwithstanding  that  they  had 
been  very  favourable  to  the  intereft  of  Hol¬ 
land,  during  the  war)  were  not  included  in 
this  treaty.,  any  more  than  in  the  former 
treaty  at  Munfter. 

How  inconsiderable  the  French  were  in  thofe 
times  for  naval  skill,  may  appear  from  an 
encounter  which  is  laid  to  have  happened 
October  16.  165-  3,  between  captain  Hay  ton  of  the 
Saphire  and  eight  French  men  of  war.  Cap¬ 
tain  Hayton,  coming  up  with  their  admiral^ 
fhot  twice  at  his  flag.,  who  thereupon  re¬ 
turned  him  abroad-fide;  buy,  perceiving  the 
Englijh  were  ready  to  board  him.,  he  got  a- 
way.  The  captain  with  his  fingle  flnp  en- 

gaged 
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gaged  the  reft,  of  which  he  took  three,  with 
the  loft  of  only  four  men  killed  and  a  few 
more  wounded.  1  ihould  not  have  mention¬ 
ed  this  deed  of  chivalry,  had  it  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  fo  good  authority  as  that  of  Mr. 
Whitlock .  * 

The  peace  with  France  followed  in  the  year 
165*5’;  To  obtain  which,  the  French  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  grant  the  English  a  very  advantage¬ 
ous  treaty  of  commerce,  and  to  refufe  their 
protection  to  the  royal  family  of  England. 

Having  thus  finifhed  a  war  againft  the  three 
moft  powerful  ftates  in  the  world  at  Sea, 
it  was  not  long  ’ere  the  Englljh  command¬ 
ers  had  opportunity  to  fignalize  themfelves 
againft  another  enemy.  For  peace  was  no 
fooner  reftored  than  Cromwel  began  a  war 
wirh  Spain.  The  pretended  reafons  were  part¬ 
ly  lome  late  affronts  and  cruelties  exercifed 
upon  the  Enghjb  in  the  lVeft-Indles}  and  partly 
the  unchriftian  fcverities  of  the  Inqmjition , 
But  the  true  motives  are  conceived  to  have 
been  chiefly  the  ufurper’s  delign  to  get  rid 
of  f’ome  of  the  military  men,  whofe  fwords 
finding  no  employment  at  home,  he  feared 
might  turn  againft  himfelf,-  and  likewife  his 
delire  to  furnilh  his  treafury  with  the  riches 
of  Spain ,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
pay  fuch  other  troops  as  he  was  obliged  to 
maintain.  Be  that  as  it  will,  ’tis  certain  that 

this 
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this  projed  of  Cronmel,  how  (iiccefsfui  foever, 
proved  in  fome  refped  a  detriment  to  the 
Englifl)  nation.  For,  by  engaging  in  the  war, 
the  Englifl: ,  who  had  enjoyed  a  very  profita¬ 
ble  commerce  with  Spain  about  fifty  years,  part¬ 
ed  with  it  for  fome  time,  and  (as  it  were) 
beftowed  it  on  the  Hollanders ,  who,  fince  the 
peace  of  Munfter,  Anno  1648,  were  become 
their  rivals  in  that  trade. 

This  war  commenced  Anno  with  an 

expedition  to  Hlfpanlola ,  a  rich  ifland  in  the 
Spanljh  Wefi -Indies.  The  fleet  was  commanded 
by  vice-admiral  Pen ,  and  the  troops,  which 
confifted  of  feveral  thoufand  men,  by  colo¬ 
nel  Venables.  Oil  the  28th  of  January ,  Pen  ar¬ 
rived  at  Barbadoes ,  where  he  feized  eighteen 
Dutch  merchant-fhips,  which,  in  defiance  of 
the  late  Acl  of  Navigation ,  had  prefumed  to 
trade-  in  thofe  parts.  The  army  was  there 
reinforced  with  feveral  hundreds  of  men, 
who  were  raifed  in  that  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  iflands.  On  the  15th  of  March ,  Pen  fet 
fail  for  Hijpaniola,  where  being  arrived,  the 
troops  (which  were  found  to  be  but  ill  pro¬ 
vided  with  arms  and  ammunition)  were  land¬ 
ed  at  about  ten  Engllfln  miles  diftance  from  St- 
Domingo ,  the  place  which  they  defigned  fir  ft 
to  attack :  So  that,  by  marching  in  that  hot 
climate  through  the  deep  lands,  fome  of  them 
were  fo  overcome  with  heat  and  thirft  that 
they  died  outright,  and  the  reft  were  lb 
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faint  and  fatigued,  that  they  were  not  in  a 
condition  to  refill:,  much  lefs  to  attack  the 
enemy.  ^  For,  being  charged  by  a  fmall  body 
of  Spanijh  horfe,  feveral  hundreds  of  their  van 
were  flaughtered,  almoft  without  fighting  •  but, 
upon  the  coming  up  of  their  main  body,  the 
Spaniards  retired.  The  defign  of  attacking 
St.  Domingo  was  hereupon  laid  Slide,  and,  the 
troops  being  re-imbarqued,  the  fleet  failed  for 
Jamaica ,  where  they  met  with  better  fuccefs ; 
for,  being  landed,  they  foon  made  themfeives 
mailers  of  that  noble  Aland,  with  very  little 
oppofition.  And  tho’  the  Spaniards  made  fe¬ 
veral  attempts  to  regain  it,  by  landing  with 
fome  thoufands  of  men  ,•  yet  they  could  never 
get  any  firm  looting  there,  but  were  always 
repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs. 

The  following  year,  admiral  Montag  ue  (af¬ 
terwards  ear!  of  Sandwich)  cruiimg  off  Cadiz. 
with  three  men  of  war  met  and  attack’d  feven 
Spanijh  galleons.,  as  they  were  returning  from 
America .  Of  thefe  one  was  funk,,  one  burnt^ 
two  ftrandedj  as  many  taken,,  and  only  one 
efcaped  to  Cadiz,  together  with  a  prize  which 
they  had  taken  in  their  palfage  from  the 
Portuguese .  The  riches  on  board  the  (hips 
that  were  taken  were  faid  to  amount  to  two 
or  three  millions  of  pieces  of  eight.  This  ac¬ 
tion  is  immortalized  by  the  celebrated  pen 

of  Mr.  Waller „ 
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In  the  mean  time.  Blake,  who  had  been  fent 
with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  into  the 
Strelghts,  fpread  the  terror  of  the  Englijh  Sea- 
forces  over  all  thole  parts.  If  we  may  credit 
Slgnlor  Let l,  in  his  account  of  the  life  of 
Cromwel,  the  pope  himfelf,  upon  the  Englijh 
fquadrons  approaching  the  coatt  of  Italy,  was 
feized  with  fuch  a  pannick  fear,  that  he  did 
not  think  himfelf  fafe,  even  at  Rome.  But 
Blake's  commillion  did  not  regard  the  pope, 
but  another  enemy.  For,  failing  to  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  he  fent  to  the  Dey  of  Tunis  to  de¬ 
mand  the  releafe  of  all  the  Englijh  (laves,  as 
alfo  fatisfadfion  for  the  fhips  that  had  been 
.taken  by  the  Corfalrs  of  that  place,  during  the 
time  of  our  civil  wars.  .But,  receiving  a  very 
infolent  anfwer  from  the  Dey ,  a  council  of 
.war  was  called,  wherein  it  was  refolved,  to 
attempt  the  deftroying  nine  of  the  Moorljh 
frigates,  which  lay  in  Porto  Ferino.  This  was 
a  work  of  great  difficulty.  For  batteries  were 
railed  along  the  (hoar,  planted  with  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,,  and  the 
harbour  was  defended  by  a  fort  with  twenty 
pieces,  beiides  feveral  other  Idler  forts  well 
.provided  with  cannon  and  fmall  arms-  But 
..the  admiral,  vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral, 
oafting  anchor  within  musket-fhot  of  the  main 

r 

Tort,  and  firing  whole  broad- fid es  on  the.ene- 
my,z  torts  and  batteries,  while  the  other  men 
of  war  brought  on  the  fire- fhips  and  Hoops, 
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the  delign  was  executed  with  fuch  courage 
and  fuccefs,  that,  within  the  fpace  of  four 
hours,  all  the  Moorijh  fhips  were  burnt  down 
to  the  water,  notwithstanding  the  great  fire 
of  the  enemy  ,•  with  the  lofs  of  no  more  than 
twenty  five  men  killed  and  forty  eight  wound¬ 
ed.  Upon  which  the  Dey  was  difpofed  to  feek 
the  friendfhip  of  E?igland,  and  to  releafe  not 
only  the  Englijh ,  but  feveral  Dutch  flaves,  for 
very  moderate  ranfoms. 

Blake,  being  returned  from  the  Strelghts ,  was 
not  fuffered  to  be  long  without  employment. 
.For,  in  the  year  1657,  he  was  fent  with  a 
fquadron  to  intercept  the  Spanish  galleons.  Be¬ 
ing  arrived  at  the  haven  of  Santa  Cruz,  in  the 
ifiand  Tenerljf,  he  found  fixteen  large  fhips  at 
ancnor  under  the  protection  of  feveral  forts 
and  batteries  ,•  among  which  were  five  or  fix 
great  galleons,  all  richly  laden.  Thefe  he  at¬ 
tack’d  with  fuch  refblution,  that  in  lefs  than 
four  hours  they  were  taken,  and  (becaufe  they 
could  not  be  carried  off)  burnt,  to  the  un- 
fpeakable  damage  and  terror  of  the  Spanljh  na¬ 
tion.  For  which  fervice  Crommel's  parliament 
ordered  Blake  a  letter  of  thanks  and  a  dia¬ 
mond  ring,  valued  at  five  hundred  pounds. 
But,  as  he  was  returning  in  triumph  from 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  galleons,  this  victori¬ 
ous  admiral  died  near  the  harbour  of  Ply¬ 
mouth.  As  he  died  on  the  Sea,  which,  dur¬ 
ing  his  life-time,  he  had  made  the  theatre  of 

fo 
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fo  many  noble  a&iens,  fo  being  brought  to 
Greenwich,  he  was  carried  with  great  pomp 
and  folemnity  by  Water  to  Wefimlnfier  ,  where 
he  had  the  higheft  honour  a  fubjeff  is  capa¬ 
ble  of,  by  being  interred  among  the  kings  in 
the  famous  chapel  of  king  Henry  VII. 

While  the  Engl/jh  fleets  were  every-where 
luccefsful,  the  land-forces  were  no  Ids  victo¬ 
rious  by  the  defeat  of  the  Spanljh  army  before 
Dunkirk ,  and  by  the  taking  of  that  city  and 
Mar  dyke.  But  the  joy  for  thefe  fucceffes  was 
moderated  by  conhderable  damages  fuftained 
from  the  privateers  of  O fiend,  Blficay,  and 
others  :  And  while  the  Englljh ,  upon  the  bal- 
lance  of  accompts,  won  (for  the  prelent)  lit¬ 
tle  elle  but  honour,  their  neighbours  the  Dutch 
were  driving  a  molt  beneficial  trade  with  the 

1 

Spaniards;  by  which  they  had  opportunity  not 
only  to  recruit  their  great  Ioffes  in  the  late 
war,  but  to  put  themfelves  into  a  condition 
more  powerfully  to  difpute  with  England  the 
fovereignty  of  the  Seas. 

After  the  death  of  Blake,  admiral  Mount  ague 
was  fent  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war 
to  the  Sound,  to  promote  a  peace  between  the 
kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  to  obferve 
the  Dutch,  who  were  gone  to  the  affiltance  of 
the  latter.  But  hearing  of  the  death  of  Grom - 
wel,  and  the  general  dilpofition  in  England  to 
re  It  ore  the  royal  family,  he  fuddenly  return¬ 
ed,  on  pretence  of  want  of  provihons,  to 
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affift  in  the  intended  revolution.  Upon  his 
arrival,,  he  was,,  by  Monk's  advice.,  lent  to 
take  charge  of  the  fleet ;  and3  being  well  re¬ 
ceived  by  vice-admiral  Lawfton,  he  difpofed 
him  and  the  other  officers  to  fubmit  to  the 
determination  of  the  next  full  parliament ; 
which  parliament  voted  the  king’s  reftora- 
tion. 


CHAP.  V. 

An  Account  of  the  Englilh  Naval-Affairs, 
from  the  Restoration  to  the  Revo¬ 
lution. 

SOON  aiter  the  Reft  oration ,  admiral  Moan- 
tague  (newly  created  earl  of  Sandwich )  and 
Lawfon  (lately  knighted)  were  Tent  with  eigh¬ 
teen  men  of  war  and  two  fire-fhips  to  Algiers, 
to  reduce  thofe  pirates  to  reafon^  who,,  taking 
the  occafion  of  our  civil  diffenfions_,  had  lately 
committed  feveral  infolencies.  Being  arrived 
before  the  place,,  they  immediately  entered  in¬ 
to  a  treaty  with  the  regency  ;  but  the  Barbari¬ 
ans  icon  broke  it  off,  refufmg  to  agree  to  the 
firft  point  propofedj  which  was.,  That  the 
EngUjh  ftiips  fhould  not  for  the  future  be  liable 

to 


to  be  fearched,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever ; 
and  having  rudely  difmifs’d  the  EngUjh  com- 
miffioners,  they  gave  fire  on  the  fleet.  Nor 
could  the  EngUjh ,  at  that  time,,  diffidently  re¬ 
venge  the  affront.  Hereupon,,  the  earl  of 
Sandwich,  returning,  left  Sir  John  Lawfon  with 
ten  fhips  beiore  Algiers :  But  the  Barbarians 
Hill  remaining  obftinate,  and  the  English  fqua- 
dron  wanting  the  means  to  force  them,  no 
peace  could  be  concluded  till  the  year  1662* 

But  this  peace  being  no  fooner  made  than 
broken  by  the  iaithlcfs  Barbarians ,  Sir  John 
Lawfon  (who  had  likewife  concluded  a  peace 
with  Tunis  and  Tripoli )  received  orders  to  de¬ 
mand  facistachon  for  the  damage  fuitained. 
Accordingly  he  went  with  feven  Ihips,  and* 
after  lome  difpute,  procured  the  reieafe  of 
the  men  and  vends  that  had  been  taken ; 
but  the  Infidels  refufing  to  reftore  the  goods > 
tire  treaty  ended  in  a  formal  declaration  of 


war. 

As  Sir  John  Lawfon  was  returning  from 
•Algiers  towards  the  coait  of  Spain,  he  chanced 
to  meet  the  Dutch  admiral  De  Ruyter ,  who  fa- 
luted  him  with  his  cannon,  and  linking  of 
his  fiag  $  and  Lawfon  anlvvered  his  civility 
with  his  cannon,  but  without  linking.  This 
gave  home  difcontent  to  the  Hollanders ,  who 
having  fubmitted  fo  far  as  to  ftrike  firit,  had,, 
it  feems,  expe&ed  that  the  EngUjh  fhould  have 
ft  ruck  too,  But  Lawfon  excufed  hioifelf  to  Tv 
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by  informing  him,  that  he  had  exprefs 
orders  not  to  ft r ike  to  any  king,,  prince,  or 
ftate  whatfoever.  On  this  occalion  his  re¬ 
markable,  that  tho’  the  tenth  Si  Li  cie  of  the 
treaty  concluded  between  king  Charles  and  the 
ftaces,  Anno  1662 ,  only  obliged  the  Hollanders 
to  ftrike  to  the  king’s  men  of  war  within  the 
Brhijh  Seas.,  yet  they  chofe  to  fhew  the  fame 
civility  and  fubjedtion  in  all  other  Seas ,*  that 
fo  the  Englljh  might  not,  from  their  practice, 
pretend  to  any  more  fovereignty  over  the 
Brhijh  Seas,  than  over  others. 

De  Rujter,  being  diflktisfied  with  this  treat¬ 
ment,  had,  it  feems,  taken  the  refolution  not 
to  ftrike  firft,  in  cafe  of  another  meeting  with 
Lawfon.  But  a  letter  being  difpatched  to  the 
pensioner  De  Wit  by  the  ftates-deputy  Mor- 
taigne  (who  was  then  on  board  De  Ruyters 
Clip)  an  anfwer  was  returned  with  orders  to 
ftrike  as  ufual,  if  they  met  again  ;  but  how* 
ever  to  avoid  the  English  as  much  as  poffible. 


The  war  with  the  Algerines  continuing,  vice¬ 


admiral  Law  [on  received  orders,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  1 66 3,  to  renew  his  endea¬ 
vours  for  a  peace.  But  the  Barbarians  being 
obftinate  in  refilling  ail  reparation  of  damages 
fmce  the  laft  rupture,  this  negotiation,  like 
the  former,  paffed  without  effebt. 

This  lame  year,  the  flares  (as  appears  by 
king  Charles's  declaration  or  war,  dated  Feb.  24. 
1665)  did,  by  their  ambaffadors,  defire  of  the 

court 
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court  of  England,  that  Sir  John  Lawfon,  with  his 
fquadron,,  might  act  in  concert  with  De  Ruyter 
again  it  the  pirates  of  Algiers.  But  notwkhltand- 
ing  this.,  De  Ruyter  foon  after  receiving  fecret 
orders  to  fail  to  Guinea,  foil  a  certain  defip-n 

y  '  Cj  j 

which  we  lhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to 
mention)  deferted  Lawfon  :  Upon  which,  Lavj- 
fon  returned  home  with  the  news  of  this  con- 
dud  of  De  Ruyter ,  leaving  Sir  Thomas  Allen  with 
twelve  fhips  of  his  fquadron  ,•  who  afterwards, 
by  the  force  of  his  cannon,  brought  the  ro~ 
vernmenc  of  Algiers  to  reafon. 

The  king,  upon  his  reiteration,  purfuing 
the  true  intereft  of  his  people,  did  divers 
things  tending  to  the  encouragement  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  fifhery.  A  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce  was  concluded  with  Spain  • 
which  left  the  Englijh  in  poffeffion  of  Ja¬ 
maica ,  and  reftored  to  them  a  molt  beneficial 
trade.  A  treaty  was  concluded  with  Holland 
by  which  divers  points  were  fettled.  Tome 
tending  to  the  honour,  and  others  to  the 
advantage  of  the  nation.  The  Ail  of  Navi¬ 
gation  was  confirmed  in  part  ,•  and  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  iffued,  prohibiting  all  foreigners 
to  filh  within  ten  leagues  of  the  Britijh  coaft. 
But  the  nation  had  no  fooner  begun  to  reao 
the  fruits  of  a  fettled  peace  and  a  fiourifh ini- 
trade,  than  they  were  again  alarmed  by  the 
profpedt  of  an  approaching  war.  Great  com¬ 
plaints  were  made  by  almoft  all  the  trading 

^  3  companies 


‘C  -V  -—ML 


1 5° 


companies  in  England  of  new  damages  and 
affronts  fuftained  from  the  Dutch  Eafi  and 
We fl -India  Companies.  The  particulars  of  which 
(according  to  the  printed  complaints  of  the 
companies,  and  the  king’s  own  letter  to  the 
ftates-general,  dated  Ocioh.  4.  1666,)  were  the 
feizure  of  feveral  (hips,  the  hindering  others 
from  trading  to  places,  where  the  Englijh  had 
faftories,  on  frivolous  pretences,  the  detain¬ 
ing  of  Cape-Ccrfe  Cr.file  on  the  coait  of  Africa, 
as  alfo  oi  the  ifiand  Pooh roon  contrary  to 
treaty,  and  the  (hooting  at  the  Englijh  flag. 

Thefe  Ioffes  and  indignities,  joined  with 
fuch  others  of  a  more  ancient  date,  for  which 
his  late  royal  father  could  never  obtain  that 
fatisfatdion  which  Cronnvcl  had  afcerwards  in 
his  power  but  neglected  to  procure,  induc¬ 
ed  the  king,  at  laii,  to  demand  fatisfachon  by 
his  ambaflador  at  the  Hague.  But  this  the  pen- 
doner  Dc  Wit  and  the  Loeasefiein  Tarty  (who 

then  governed  the  Hate)  had  little  inclination 
to  give,  as  depending  on  the  aftiflance  of 
France,  by  vertue  of  a  defenfive  alliance  con¬ 
cluded,  Anno  1662.  Befides,  the  fiatred  that 
party  bore  to  the  houfe  or  Orange  naturally 
ciifpofed  them  to  be  the  enemies  of  England. 
Their  fear  was  that  the  king  had  fome  deliens 

Cj  o’ 

in  favour  oi  ins  nephew  the  young  prince  of 
Orange;  which  designs  they  thought  they 
fhould  encourage  by  tamely  fubmitting  to  the 
demand  of  fatisfadtion. 

In 
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In  fhort,  no  fatisfa&ion  being  to  be  hoped 
for  by  treaty.,  the  only  remedy  was  war.  But 
before  it  came  to  an  open  rupture  between 
the  nations.,  the  Englljh  government,,  in  the 
names  of  fubje&s.,  had  begun  to  make  repri~ 
fals  for  the  damage  fuftained  in  time  oi  peace 
from  the  fubje&s  of  the  Itates. 

Sir  Robert  Holms  had  been  lent  Anno  1661 > 
with  four  frigates^  on  account  of  the  duke 
of  York)  as  governor  of  the  Royal  African-Com - 
pany3  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea ,  to  make  reprifals 
for  the  detaining  of  Cape-Corje  Cafiley  a  place 
belonging  to  the  Englljh  in  the  kingdom  of  Fetu: 
On  which  occafion^  he  fummoned  the  Dutch 
to  furrender  Cape-Verd  to  the  company  with¬ 
in  a  limited  time  ,*  yet  offering  them  the  liber¬ 
ty  to  continue  their  trade  there  as  before.  He 
then  proceeded  to  a  fmall  fort  poffefs’d  by  the 
Dutch ,  who.,  firing  their  cannon  to  prevent 
the  landing  of  the  Englljh ,  were  obliged  to 
furrender,  and  the  fort  received  the  name  of 
James-Forty  in  honour  of  the  duke.  From 
thence  failing  to  the  river  Gambia y  he  diflodg- 
ed  the  Hollanders  D  and  built  a  new  fort. 

The  Hollanders  ftill  refufing  to  deliver  Cape - 
Cor  fey  Sir  Robert  was  fent  a  fecond  time,,  Anno 
1 663,  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  take  it  by 
force.  But  fearching  a  Dutch  (hip  by  the  way^ 
he  found  orders  (as  king  Charles  informs  the 
Itates  in  his  letter,  OElob.  4.  1666.)  from  the 
Dutch  Wefl-India  Company  to  their  governor  ge“ 
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Jieral  Valkenhurg ,  to  feize  the  Engl'jh  fort  Ccr- 
mantln  •  which  difcovery  difpoled  him  to  go 
beyond  his  commiffion. 

In  Jan.  1664,  being  arrived  near  Cape-Vcrd, 
he  took  a  Dutch  Guinea  (hip  called  the  Briel, 
and  a  yatch  called  the  Neptune,  together  with 
two  other  fhips,  called,  the  V/alcheren,  arid 
the  Mangel  van  Enkhuy/en  ,  all  belonging  to  the 
Weft -India  Company.  The  twenty  firft  cf  the 

fame  months  he  arrived  with  his  fquadron  at 
Cape  Verd. 

I  his  cape  is  part  of  the  main-land  oft  Africa, 
and  lies  on  the  weft- fide  of  the  kingdom  of 
Jalojp,  and  to  the  North-weft  of  the  river  Gam¬ 
bia,  in  the  i  y c h  deg.  of  North  Latitude.  About 
a  cannon-flint  from  thence  lies  the  ifland 
Goeree ,  whereon  were  two  forts.  The  lower 
fort  was  furnifhed  with  about  twenty  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  the  upper  with  eight  :  The 
former  was  called  Fort-Nafjhv ,  the  latter  Fort- 
Orange. 

Sir  Robert  firft  fiimmoned  thefe  two  forts  of 
the  ifland  Goeree  •  which.,  fince  the  governor 
refilled  to  furrender,  he  attacked  and  took 
the  next  day  ;  together  with  a  Hi  ip  called.,  the 
Crocodile,  lying  under  their  protedion  •  after 
havings  the  evening  before.,  taken  two  other 
Dutch  fhips.,  called  the  Vifch- korf  and  the  Vlft 
cher.  In  the  forts  he  found  a  great  quantity 
of  goods,  ready  to  be  (hipped  off  for  Holland, 
and ,  among  the  reft,  twenty  thoufand  hides. 

T  hefe 
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Thefe  he  loaded  on  his  own  and  the  Dutch 
fliipSj  and  tranfported  them  to  Sierra  Fiona. 

Then  he  proceeded  to  the  haven  of  Taco- 
rari,  on  the  main-land  of  Africa 3  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Anten  ;  where  he  attack'd  Fort-Wit  fen, 
fortified  with  three  walls,,  and  took  it  by 
ftorm,,  making  the  garrifon  prifbners.  After¬ 
wards  coming  to  St.  George  del  Mina 9  the  chief 
of  the  Dutch  forts,,  he  attempted  with  eleven 
Hoops  and  three  boats  to  make  himfelf  matter 
of  four  fhips,  lying  at  anchor  under  the  can¬ 
non  of  the  fort ;  But  the  garrifon  being  on 
their  guard  ,  he  could  not  effed  it. 

He  then  proceeded  to  attack  Cape-Corfe  Cajlle : 
Which,,  tho3  of  extreme  difficult  accefs,  by  a 
paffage  where  a  hundred  men  might  have  kept 
off  a  thoufand,  was  foon  forced  to  furrender. 
Cape- Cor fe  is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  fort  of  the 
Englijh ,  and  the  largelt  and  fine  it,  next  the 
Dutch  fort  of  St.  George  del  Mina ,  of  the  whole 
coatt.  After  thefe  fuccefies.,  either  he  or  the 
garrifon  of  Cormantin  attacked  and  reduced 
Adea ,  Anamabo,  and  Chama. 

The  Dutch ,  to  render  the  Englijh  at  that 
time  odious^  gave  out  that  they  exercifed  great 
inhumanities  on  thofe  occafions^  by  cutting 
off  nofes  and  ears.,  digging  the  very  dead  bo¬ 
dies  oar  of  their  graves,  hewing  off  their 
heads,  and  then  carrying  them  in  triumph  on 
their  pikes  and  (words.  For  that  purpofe,  a 
letter  from  the  governor  of  Fort  del  Mina,  fil- 

led 


led  with  fuch  complaints  as  he  had  heard  from 
thofe  who  fled  to  him  for  prote&ion,  was 
printed  and  difperfed  throughout  their  fleet. 

But  fuch  Itories  could  find  no  credit  with 
any  who  were,  in  the  lealt,  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  the  Brhijh  nation.  Such  ra¬ 
ther  afcribed  the  mentioned  cruelties  to  the 


barbarous  natives  of  thofe  countries,  who  join¬ 
ed  with  the  Engl'fb,  and  could  not  be  brought 
tinder  difcipline.  And  thac  it  was  in  reality 
no  otherwif’,  appears  Irem  the  confeffion  of 
the  Dutch  author  of  ‘De  Ruyter’s  life,  who  af- 
fures  us,  that  they  were  the  Negroes  who  mur- 
thered  feveral  Hollanders  in  cold  blood.  This, 
it  feems,  the  Englijh  could  not  prevent.  But 
he  adds,  that  when  one  of  the  chief  Negroes, 
called  John  Cabefs,  attempted  to  murther  a 
certain  Dutch  merenant,  he  was  hindered  by 
Mr.  Selvj'm,  the  Engl'f )  governor  of  Fort-Corman- 
tln  :  He  further  informs  us,  that  it  was  this 


fame  Cabefs  who  mif-handied  the  dead  bodies. 

To  give  an  idea  ot  tne  ftvage  dilpoficion 
of  this  Cabefs,  and  of  his  hatred  to  the  Dutch 


nation,  we  lnall  infert  the  following  account 
from  the  fame  author.  Being  the  next  year 
bdieged  in  fort  Cormantln  by  De  Ruyter ,  he  at 
la  ft  found  the  place  reduced  to  the  greateft 
extremity.  Whereupon,  fearing  leit,  it  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  he  fliouid  re¬ 
ceive  the  reward  of  his  cruelties,  he  would 
perfuaded  the  Englijh  governor  to  blow 
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tip  the  fort  together  with  the  whole  garrifon. 
But  finding  him  deaf  to  fo  inhuman  a  pro- 
pofal,  he  in  a  rage  cut  the  throats  of  his 
own  children,  and,  giving  himfelf  feveral 
wounds,  leaped  defperately  from  the  wall  in¬ 
to  the  ditch,  where  he  died. 

From  the  coalt  of  Guinea ,  Sir  Robert  failed 
for  New-Netherland ;  which  he  reduced  in  the 
month  of  Augujl  1664^  changing  the  name  in¬ 
to  that  of  New-Tork,  in  honour  of  the  duke. 
Yet  this  was  not  done,,  merely  by  way  of 
reprifal^  but  partly  by  vertue  of  a  claim  of 
right,  tor  Neiv-Netherland  being  firft  difco- 
vered  by  the  Englzft  under  the  conduct  of 
Set? aft  1  an  Cabot  (who  took  pcileffion  of  all  that 
Northern  coait  in  the  name  of  king  Henry  VII 
oi  England)  had  been  always  deemed  a  part  of 
the  EfiglJjh  American  dominions.,  till  the  year 

when  it  was  firft  feized  and  planted 

by  the  Dutch, 

Upon  the  news  of  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
Engl  if]  in  Africa  and  America ,  the  ftates  (or 
rather  the  Loevejlem  or  Arminian  FaEllon  among 
the  ftates)  who  a  little  before  had  invited  the 
Englljh  court  to  a£t  in  conjunction  with  them 
againft  the  Algerines,  immediately  difpatched 
away  fecret  orders  to  their  admiral  De  Ruyter , 
then  at  Cadlz^>  to  defert  the  Englljh  admiral 
Law  fin,  and  fail  with  his  fquadron  of  twelve 
men  cl  war  to  retake  the  places  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea.  This  commiffion  he  fb  far  executed,  as 

to 
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to  oblige  the  governors  for  the  African  compa¬ 
ny,  either  to  furrender  or  demolifh  feveral  of 
thofe  forts.  He  likewife  feized  a  great  quanti¬ 
ty  of  goods  belonging  to  that  company.  After 
which,  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  Fort -Cor  want  in  3 
a  place  which  had  always  been  in  polfeffion 
of  the  Englijh.  But  Cape-Corfe  and  Chama  (two 
of  the  places  taken  by  Sir  Rohm  Holms )  re¬ 
mained  unreduced.  From  the  coalt  of  Gui¬ 
nea,  De  Ruyter  failed  to  Barbadoes ,  where  he 
attack’d  a  con fider able  fleet  of  merchant-ftiips 
lying  under  protection  of  the  forts,  but  was 
repulfed  with  great  lofs.  Then  palling  near 
Monferaty  Nevts  and  New-foundland,  he  took 
above  twenty  fail  of  Englijh  fhips,  and  fo  re¬ 
turned  to  Holland . 

Thefe  actions  on  both  Tides  ferved  to  ex- 
afperate  the  two  nations,  and  to  haften 
the  preparations  for  war  ,•  which  was  pro¬ 
claimed  by  the  Dutch  in  January ,  and  by  the 
Englijh  in  February  i66f.  But  before  it  came 
to  that,  the  Heer  <van  Goch  v/as  fent  by  the 
Itates,  to  ply  the  king  with  memorials  and 
complaints.  To  which  the  king's  anfwer  was. 
That  he  had  received  no  particular  information 
of  the  affair  of  Guinea  ;  and  that  the  two  com¬ 
panies  muft  decide  the  difpute.  Thefe  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  ambaffadors  being  likewife  re¬ 
taliated  by  the  Englijh  merchants,  whofe  re¬ 
peated  complaints  obliged  the  king  to  repeat 
his  demands  of  fatisfadion,  the  conltanc  refufal 

of 
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of  the  fatisfadion  demanded  was  the  caufe  of 
the  open  rupture  between  the  parties. 

This  war  was  begun  with  the  almoft  .unani¬ 
mous  content  of  the  Englijh  nation,  at  the 
defire  of  the  parliament,  and  with  a  diftin- 
guifliing  zeal  of  the  city  of  London ,  which 
turnifhed  the  government  with  confiderable 
fums  to  promote  it.  On  the  contrary,  the 
juitice  of  the  war,  on  the  fide  of  the  itates, 
was  doubted  of  by  many  of  their  own  fub- 
jeds,  who  were  not  of  the  Loeveftein  fadion 
And  “tis  remarkable  that  a  certamDutch  author, 
upon  the  French  king’s  declaring  for  the  ftates, 
was  not  afraid  to  fay,  that  he  had  cbofen  the  fide 
of  friendship  rather  than  that  cj  jufiice  A 

The  Hollanders ,  fince  the  war  with  the  rump 
and  CromvJtl ,  had,  by  their  profitable  trade  with 
Spain,  been  enabled  confiderably  to  reinforce 
their  fleet.  Notwithstanding  which,  orders 
were  given,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1664^ 
for  the  building  of  forty-eight  new  men  of 
war,  and  for  laying  up  abundance  of  all  forts 
of  naval  ft  ores. 

About  the  time  that  the  war  was  proclaim¬ 
ed,  Sir  Thomas  Allen ,  with  eight  or  nine  men 
of  war  and  frigates,  performed  the  fir  ft  con¬ 
fiderable  adion  at  Sea,  by  attacking  a  fleet 
of  about  forty  Dutch  Streight- fiiips  near  Cadiz,, 
under  convoy  of  four  men  of  war,  which 
were  affifted  by  many  of  the  ftouteft  merchant- 

ftiips. 
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fhips,  during  the  fight.  In  this  engagement, 
the  Dutch  commadore  Brakel  was  killed,  four  of 
the  richeft  fhips  were  taken,  or  funk,  and  the 
reft  chafed  into  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  where  they 

were  for  fome  time  block’d  up  by  the  En- 
glijh. 

Nor  had  the  EngUJh  lefs  advantage  nearer 
home.  For,  of  a  great  fleet  coming  from 
Bourdeaux  and  other  ports  of  France,  no  lefs 
than  an  hundred  and  thirty  were  taken : 
Some  of  which,  being  reclaimed  by  the  French 
and  other  merchants,  were  releafed  ,•  but  the 
far  greater  part  were  detained  and  confis¬ 
cated. 

The  ftates,  upon  the  news  of  thefe  difafters, 
forbad  the  fifheries  and  commerce,  laying 
embargoes  on  all  veiTels,  partly  to  procure 
men  to  man  their  fleet,  but  chiefly  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  EngUJh. 
This  was  extreme  damage  to  the  merchants ; 
which  damage,  notwithstanding  their  care_, 
was  ftill  increafed  by  the  lofs  of  many  rich 
fhips  that  were  already  abroad^  and  were  ta¬ 
ken  in  their  return. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  thefe  tranfadions,  the  ftates^ 
to  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  fubje&s  of 
Great  Britain ,  releafed  about  fifty  EngUJh  and 
Scotch  veffels  which  had  been  fe ized  in  their 
harbours^  at  the  beginning  of  the  rupture  : 
Whereupon^  the  king,,  not  enduring  to  be 
out-done  in  point  of  generofity,  releafed  fuch 

fhips 
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fhips  of  the  Hollanders  as  had  been  feized  in 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  civilities.,  the  pre¬ 
parations  were  carried  on  with  equal  vigour 
for  a  decifion  between  the  fleets.  To  en¬ 
courage  their  people,  the  ftates  iffued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  with  promifes  of  greater  rewards 
than  ever  to  fuch  as  fhould  perform  any  brave 
addon  ,•  and  extraordinary  bounty-money  was 
given  to  thofe  who  entered  into  the  fervice. 
Yet  the  Englijh  fleet  was  firft  ready ;  con¬ 
futing  of  one  hundred  and  nine  men  of 
war  and  frigates,  and  twenty  eight  fire- 
fhips  and  ketches  manned  with  twenty  one 
thoufand  and  fix  feamen  and  foldiers,  un¬ 
der  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Tork,  as 
admiral  of  the  Red ,  commanding  the  whole 
fleet,  prince  Rupert ,  as  admiral  of  the  White 
and  the  earl  of  Sandtvich)  as  admiral  of  the 
Blue.  Sailing  to  the  coaft  of  Holland ,  they 
lay  fome  time  before  the  Texel :  But  having 
1’ufFered  in  their  fails  and  rigging  by  ftorm, 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  that  coaft,  after 
taking  ten  or  twelve  merchant-fhips.  No 
fooner  were  the  Englijh  gone,  than  the  Dutch 
put  to  Sea  ,•  having,  for  the  greater  expedi¬ 
tion,  partly  by  perfuafion,  and  partly  by 


force,  taken  the  belt  feamen  out  of  thr 
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men  of  war,  and  thirty  fire-fhips^  yatches, 
manned  with  twenty-two  thoufand^  three 
hundred  and  fixty-five  failors  and  foldiers,,  was 
commanded  by  the  admiral  Ob  dam,  and  under 
hiiTi^  by  the  young  Tromp ,  the  two  Evert fons , 
Cortenaar,  Stellingwerf,  &c.  Thefe^  coming  near 
the  coait  of  England ,  had  the  fortune  to  meet 
with  nine  rich  Hamburgh  fhips^  under  convoy 
of  a  frigate  of  thirty-four  guns,,  which  they 
took  with  a  booty  valued  at  between  two 
and  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  Sterling m 
This  was  a  very  fen  Able  lofs  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  but  it  was  foon  revenged.  For  the 
EngliSh,  having  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  repair¬ 
ed  the  damage  iuffered  by  the  florin  ^  put 
out  to  Sea.,  engaged.,  defeated.,  and  chafed 
the  Dutch  into  their  harbours. 

This  memorable  battle  was  fought  off  Leofiofi 
The  Englljh  had  the  weather-gage^  and  the 
fight  began  June  2,  166 $,  at  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  The  fleets  having  feveral  times  charged 
through  each  other,  without  any  remarkable 
advantage.,  it  happened  that  the  earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich,  with  his  Blue- fqua&r on,  fell  about  one 
o’clock  into  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  fleet^ 
and  divided  it  into  two  parts  ;  which  was  a 
considerable  ftep  to  the  vidlory,  by  beginning 
that  confufion  which  at  iaft  ended  in  a  flight. 
In  the  mean  time.,  the  duke  of  Tork  in  the  Royal 
Charles  of  eighty  guns.,  and  admiral  Obdam  in 
the  Eendracbp  of  eighty-four*  happened  to  have 

a  clofe 
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a  clofe  engagement,  during  which,  the  duke 
was  in  great  danger  ,*  the  carl  of  Falmouth , 
the  lord  Muskerry  y  and  Mr.  Boyle  y  being  ail 
three  killed  by  his  lide  with  one  cannon-ball. 
But  in  the  heat  of  the  fight,  the  {hip  of  the 
Dutch  admiral  blew  up,  and,  of  fivre  hundred 
men,  only  five  were  faved.  This  accident  in- 
creafed  the  confufion  and  confirmation  of  the 
enemies,*  whereupon  four  of  their  {hips,  (viz,. 
Coeverden  of  fixty  guns.  Prince  Maurice  of  fifty, 
Utrecht  of  forty-four,  and  another  of  forty) 
falling  foul  of  each  other,  were  burnt  by  one 
fire-fhip.  Soon  after,  three  others  of  their  belt 
fhips,  (viz,.  Marfevecn,  Ter goes ,  and  Sivanenhurg) 
being  in  the  fame  confufion,  buffered  the  fame 
fate  :  And  the  fhip  Orange  of  feventy-five 
guns,  being  difabied  in  a  fiiarp  fight  againlt 
captain  Smith  of  the  Mary ,  was  like  wife  burnt. 
So  many  fpebiacles  of  mifery  moved  compaf- 
fion  in  the  breads  ot  the  Englijh  themfelves. 
The  whole  Dutch  fleet  feemed  on  fire  ,*  and 
the  cries  of  fo  many  unfortunate  men,  who 
were  either  drowning  in  the  Sea,  or  fcorch’d 
in  the  Flames,  was  more  terrible  than  the 
thunder  of  the  cannon.  Whatever  affiltance 
is  due  to  people  in  diftrefs,  was  given  by  the 
Englifl]  to  their  vanquifhed  and  perifhing  ene¬ 
mies,  while  the  fight  was  continued  againlt  the 
reft  with  equal  fury.  The  Dutch  vice-admiral, 
Stellingwerf ,  was  {hot  through  the  middle  by 
a  cannon-ball  $  and  the  vice-admiral.  Cone - 

L  naar. 


naar,  received  a  fhot  in  his  thighs  of  which 
he  immediately  died.  In  fhort,  the  enemy 
fuffered  a  deplorable  deteat.  Between  thirty 
and  forty  f  of  their  fhips  went  off,  about  eight 
In  the  evening,  together ,  and  left  the  refit  to 
follow,  as  well  as  their  fails  and  the  Englijh 
would  permit.  During  the  fight  and  chafe., 
the  Englijh  affirm,  That  no  lefs  than  eighteen 
ot  the  Dutch  fhips  were  taken  (tho’  fome  were* 
ieft  again)  and  about  fourteen  funk,  befides 
what  were  burnt  and  blown  up  :  But  the 
Dutch  own  no  more  than  nine  ihips  takers 
one  blown  up,  and  feven  or  eight  burnt.  As 
for  the  Englijh  lots,  tho?  it  was  confidera- 
ble  in  great  men,  thro’  the  death  of  the  earl 
of  Marlborough ,  rear-admiral  Sampfon,  and  vice- 
admiral  Law  Jen,  (who  died  after  the  fight  of 
a  wound  in  has  knee)  befides  fuch  as  have 
been  already  mentioned  •  yet,  it  was,  other- 
wife,  no  way  proportioned  to  the  greatnefs 
of  the  victory.  Only  one  fhip,  the  Charity, 
of  forty-fix  guns,  was  taken  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fight  by  a  Dutch  (hip  ot  fixty,  after  having 
loft  molt  ot  her  men  in  a  rude  combat  with 
Tromp ,  Hiddes ,  and  Swart  *.  Their  lots  in  men 
is  computed,  in  the  whole,  to  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  and  a- 
bout  three  hundred  and  forty  wounded : 

Which 
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Which  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  have  been, 
the  tythe  of  the  enemy’s  lofs. 

One  or  two  of  the  Dutch  hiftorianSj  on  the 
credit  of  a  certain  anonymous  writer,  report,, 
that  a  fharp  encounter  happened  between  the 
earl  of  Sandwich  and  one  captain  Ccnten  in  the 
fhip  Orange  of  feventy-ftve  guns,,  mentioned 
above.  This  captain.,  they  fay,  having  board¬ 
ed  the  early  had  the  fortune  to  make  himfelf 
mailer  above  decks  •  and  the  earl.,  after  an 
hour's  fightings  was  relieved  by  prince  Rupert * 
But  of  this,,  I  find  no  mention  in  any  other 
hiftory. 

The  night  after  the  battle,  the  whole  Dutch 
fleet  might  probably  have  been  deftroyed,,  if 
the  wind  had  not  blown  hard  upon  the 
fhoat;  and  the  EngUjh  had  not  {pent  their 
fire-fhiDs. 

This  llgnal  victory  of  the  EngUjh,  joined 
with  the  fucceffes  of  the  bifhop  of  Munfter 
at  land,  caufed  the  common  people  of  Hol¬ 
land  (who  were  generally  of  the  Orange-party ) 
to  cry  out  againft  De  TVit  and  the  Loevejlein- 
f all  Ion.  They  confidered  thofe  Ioffes  and  dis¬ 
graces  as  the  juft  punifhments  of  heaven,  for 
their  having  broken  with  a  nation  of  then- 
own  religion,  by  refufing  the  fatisfa&ion  de¬ 
manded,  and  lor  making  an  alliance  with  a 
popifli  prince.  But  De  Wit  being  fenfible  that 
the  intereft  of  his  party  could  be  no  other- 
wife  fupported  than  by  the  alliance  with 
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France,  and  fearing  that  the  giving  fatisfacttion 
to  England  might  produce  farther  demands,  in 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Orange ,  was  refolute 
to  continue  the  war.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
preachers.,  who  had  given  themfelves  fome 
liberties  in  the  pulpit^  were  ttri&ly  forbidden 
to  meddle  with  ftate-affairs. 

The  duke  of  York  and  prince  Rupert  being 
gone  to  court,  the  chief  command  of  the  Eng- 
lift  fleet  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich  ; 
who,  upon  notice  that  De  Ruyter  was  return¬ 
ing  from  his  forementioned  expedition  to 
Guinea  and  the  Weft-Indies ,  foon  put  to  Sea, 
with  defign  to  intercept  him.  But  De  Ruyter, 
who  had  timely  intelligence  of  the  late  fuc- 
ceffes  of  the  Englljh,  was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
fave  himfelf  in  the  IVeftern-Ems . 

In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  Sandwich, 
having  received  advice,  that  a  very  rich  fleet 
of  about  feventy  fail  (among  which  were  the 
Turkey  fleet  and  ten  Eaft-Indla  fliips)  had  ta¬ 
ken  flicker  at  Rerghen  in  Norway,  he  detached 
Sir  Thomas  Tlddlman,  with  twelve  or  fourteen 
men  of  war,  (the  largeft  being  a  fixty-gun 
fliip)  and  three  fire-fhips  to  attack  them. 
This  was  executed  in  the  very  harbour , 
tho’  not  fo  fuddenly  as  was  advifable. 
So  that  the  Hollanders  having  a  good  number 
of  large  fhips,  and  being  protected  by  the 
cattle,  as  well  as  by  the  batteries,  which  they 
had  time  to  raife  on  the  fhoar,  the  attack, 
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tho’  performed  with  ail  poffibie  vigour,  prov¬ 
ed  unfuccefsful ;  but  ended,  however,  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  of  any  fliip  on  the  fide  of  the 
Englijh :  As  appears,  not  only  by  the  Englijh 
account,  but  iikewile  by  that  ot  Mynheer 
Schouten  *,  (the  famous  traveller)  who  was  an 
eye-witnefs.  Yet  in  this  adion,  which  lalt- 
ed,  with  the  utmoft  fury,  the  Ipace  of  above 
three  hours,  the  Englijh  buffered  confide- 
rable  damage,  as  did  all  the  largelt  Dutch 
fhips,  which  were  drawn  into  a  line,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  “reft.  The  wind,  which  had  been 
a  great  difadvantage  to  the  Englijh 3  during  the 
fight,,  by  blowing  all  the  enemy's  hnoak  in 
their  faces.,  proved  at  laft  an  advantage^  by 
affilting  them  to  make  their  retreat  out  ot  the 
harbour. 

The  protection  of  the  T)anesy  upon  this 
occalion,  coft  the  Hollanders  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen  thoufand  Rix-Dollarsj  (partly  given  as  a 
gratuity  to  the  Danljlj  governor.,  and  partly 
laid  out  in  fortifying  the  cattle)  befides  forty- 
one  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  carried  and 
planted  on  (hoar,,  and  which  were  never  re¬ 
stored  by  the  Danes. 

This  fleets  which  thus  efcaped  at  Berghen , 
had  not  the  fame  good  fortune  at  Sea  :  For,, 
being  afterwards  fetched  off  by  the  whole 
Dutch  fleet  of  men  of  war,,  they  were  in  their 
way  home  attack'd  by  a  violent  itormg  which 
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did  confiderable  damage  to  their  mails  and 
fails,  funk  two  fire-lhips,  and  fcattered  the 
men  of  war  and  merchant-men  in  fucn  a 
manna,  that  many  01  them  became  a  prey 
to  the  enemies,  i  he  vice-admiral  and  rear- 
admiral  of  the  Eafi -India  fleet,  very  richly  la¬ 
den,  together  with  four  men  of  war,  were  ta¬ 
ken  by  five  fhips  of  the  Englijh ,  which  were  fepa- 
rated  from  their  fleet  by  the  fame  ftorm  :  And 
foon  after,  lour  others  of  the  Dutch  men  ot  war, 
with  two  .fire-fhips,  and  about  thirty  rich 
jnerchant-fliips,  fell  in  with  the  grofs  of  the 
fleet,  and  were  likewife  taken. 


The  French  king,  feeing  the  great  fucceffes 
or  the  Engtijh,  had  ofFered  his  mediation  for 
a  p>_acc.  imt,  that  having  been  rejected,  he 
iecallea  his  ambaflador  from  the  court  of 
Engtan:'. ,  and  (  in  purluance  to  his  treaty 
with  Holland)  declared  war  in  January,  1666. 
His  example  was  followed  by  '  the  king  of 
Denmar a3  anti  tile  elector  of  Brandetiburgh ,  who 
did  tiie  lame  in  the  end  of  February.  *But,  to 
induce  the  Dane  to  take  this  ftep,  Holland  was 
obliged  to  forgive  a  debt  of  forty  tons  of 
gold,  (or,  as  fome  fay,  lixty)  due  for  affif- 
tance  again  It  the  Swedes ,  and  to  agree  to 
a  yearly  payment  of  fifteen  tons  of  gold 
(whereof  three  were  to  be  furnifhed  by  France ) 
as  long  as  the  war  Ihould  laft.  And  the 
French  court,  poikickiy  making  ufe  of  this 
opportunity  to  become  confiderable  at  Sea, 
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got  permiffion  from  the  ftates  (by  the  means 
of  the  penfioner  De  14 it')  to  build  twelve  men 
of  war  in  Holland  (bciides  others,  which  they 
were  allowed  to  build  in  Denmark.)  and  to 
purchafe  as  many  more  flout  merchant-fhips, 
together  with  vaft  quantities  of  ammunition. 
Whereupon,  the  French  prepared  to  join  a  fleet 
of  thirty-fix  men  of  war,  befides  gallics  and 
fire-fliips,  with  a  fquadron  of  Dutch  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  in  order  to  fail  under  the  duke 
of  Beaufort ,  and  make  a  diversion  in  the  ocean. 

In  the  mean  while,  certain  overtures  were 
made  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  a  war,  which 
threatened  the  effufion  of  fo  much  chriftian 
blood  :  But,  the  Englijh  court  far  from  being 
frighted,  by  fuch  a  powerful  confederacy, 
would  grant  no  peace  to  Holland ,  without 
paying  two  millions  for  damages  and  charges, 
and  excluding  their  allies,  illiefe  conditions, 
however,  were  not  at  the  fir  ft  entirely  re¬ 
jected  by  the  ftates  ;  a  fort  of  treaty  being 
begun  at  Paris,  at  the  requeft  of  the  queen- 
mother  of  England,  but  loon  broken  off  by 
the  recalling  of  the  Englijh  minilter  Hollis. 

The  following  fummer  the  fleets  put  again 
to  Sea,  to  decide  thofe  difputes  by  the  fword 
which  could  not  be  determined  by  treaty  ; 
And  foon  after  happened  the  memorable  fight 
of  four  days ;  when  prince  Rupert  being  de¬ 
tached  with  the  whole  white  fquadron  (ex¬ 
cept  only  the  admirals  )  coniifting  of  a- 
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bove  twenty  men  of  war  and  frigates,  with  or¬ 
der  to  oppofe  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  Monk  with 
between  fifty  and  fixty  engaged  the  grand  fleet 
of  the  Dutch,  confiding  of  above  ninety  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  De  Ruyter. 

After  the  departure  of  prince  Rupert  with 
the  White- fquadron,  genera]  Monk  (newly  cre¬ 
ated  duke  of  Albemarle )  with  the  remaining 
tWo  (viz,,  the  Red  and  the  Blue )  paffing  o- 
ver  to  the  ccaft  of  Flanders,  found  the  Dutch- 
fieet,  cc-rnpofed  of  ninety-one  men  of  war, 
carrying  four  thoui'and  feven  hundred  and 
iixteen  guns,  and  twenty  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  fixty-two  men*,-  which,  not- 
withfianding  the  vaft  inequality,  he  took  a 
1  efomtion  to  attack.  This  he  executed  fo 
fuddenly,  as  they  lay  at  anchor  between  Dun¬ 
kirk  and  the  North-Foreland,  that  (as  De  Ruy¬ 
ter  fays  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Hates) 
they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  cables,  to  put 
tnemfelves  into  a  poiture  to  receive  him. 
The  fight  began  on  the  ift  of  June,  and  was 
not  quite  ended  tiil  the  4th  at  night. 

In  this  remarkable  battle,  ’tis  confeiTed  by 
De  Ruyter,  in  the  lame  letter  to  the  ftates- 
general  f,  that  the  Englijh  (whom  he  computes 
to  have  been  fevency  fail,  great  and  fmall) 
were,  notwithftanding  their  inferiority,  con¬ 
tinually 

*  Naiuvkeurig  Verhaal  gedrukt  door  Order  van  de 
Keeren  Staaten. 

t  Zeehelden  2de  deel,  p.  222. 
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tinually  the  aggreffors.  It  was  not  without 
reafon  that  many  blamed  the  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Albemarle  on  this  cccafion,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  admired  his  courage.  And 
indeed  the  beft  that  could  be  faid  in  his  ex- 
cufe  would  amount  to  no  more  than  this, 
that  his  courage  and  former  extraordinary 
fucceffes  againft  the  Dutch  had  produced  in 
him  too  great  a  contempt  of  that  nation. 
But  it  feems  that  nothing  betrays  the  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature,  like  fuccefs  •,  a  mean 
opinion  of  the  Hollanders  being  at  that  time 
not  only  the  fault  of  the  duke,  but  of  the 
Englljh  in  general.  For  a  certain  Dutch  au¬ 
thor  *  brings  in  the  Englljh  boafting,  that  fix- 
ty  of  their  fhips  were  fufficient  to  cope  with 
the  whole  fleet  of  the  Hollanders,  and  that  prince 
Rupert’s  fquadron  was  more  than  fufficient  a- 
gainft  the  French. 

To  the  va ft  inequality  of  number,  there 
was  added  another  very  great  difadvantage, 
on  the  iide  ol  the  Englljh ,  in  the  fir  It  day  $ 
fight.  For  it  blowing  a  ftiff  gale,  and  the 
Englljh  having  the  weather-gage,  their  fhips 
were  fo  bent  that  (by  the  teltimony  of  di¬ 
vers  of  the  Dutch  writers  themfelves)  they 
could  make  no  ufe  of  their  loweft  tire  of 
cannon  ;  which,  by  reafon  of  its  largenefs  and 
fituation,  is  apt  to  do  the  greatelt  executi¬ 
on. 

The 

!  Eng.  Ned.  Munft.  Oorl,  p,  279. 
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The  fir  ft  day’s  engagement  was  very  fierce 
on  both  iides.  The  Dutch  being  fenfible  of 
their  advantage,,  in  point  of  numbers.,  found 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  to  re  venge  their 
former  lolTes  and  difgraces  :  On  the  other  lide., 
the  Englljh  drove  to  ba ll^nce  the  prefen  t 
difadvantageSj  by  refulution  and  conftancy. 
Trompy  exafperated  by  the  deaths  of  his  father 
and  grandfather,  pierced  furioufly  through 
the  Englljh  fquadrons  ;  but  his  fhip,  after  ha¬ 
ving  loft  all  her  mafts,  was  fu  (battered,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  her.  De  Ruyter  loft 
his  main-top- malt.  The  fhip  of  captain  Otto 
Treflong,  one  of  De  Ruyter'  s  feconds,  was  burnt; 
and  the  rear-admiral  Staghouwer  killed.  This 
is  what  the  Dutch  in  their  accounts  confefs: 
But  the  Englljh  (peak  of  two  Dutch  men  of 
war  that  were  burnt.  On  the  lide  of  the 
Englljh ,  the  (hips  of  Sir  William  Berkley ,  V1CC- 
admiral  of  the  White,  and  two  others.,  being 
cut  off  from  the  line  and  very  much  difabied 
in  charging  through  the  enemy,,  were  taken, 
after  the  death  of  Sir  William ,  and  the  iofs  of 
almoft  all  their  men.  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  day%  Sir  ' John  Harman,  rear-admiral  of 
the  White,  being  furrounded  by  a  throng  of 
enemies,  fignaiized  himfelf  by  the  death  of 
the  Zealand-  admiral.  Evert  [on,  and  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  three  of  the  enemy's  fire-fhips  ;  after 
which  being  left  by  the  enemy.,  (tho;  De  Ruyter, 
in  his  letter  wherein  lie  gives  an  account  of 
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this  day's  fight,  fays,  he  was  funk)  he  retired 
with  his  difabled  fhip  to  Harwich.  The  battle 
ended  at  ten  o'  clock. 

The  following  night  was  (pent  in  repairing 
the  damage  fuffered  on  both  fidcs,  as  well  as 
poflible,-  and  next  morning  the  fight  was  re¬ 
newed  by  the  Engtifh  with  frefh  vigour.  About 
noon,  Tromp  (who,  by  a  fort  of  Pythagorean 
tranfmigration,  palfed  from  fhip  to  fhip,  and 
fought  revenge  in  variety  of  fhapes)  being 
together  with  the  vice-admiral  Vander  Hulfty  and 
others,  too  rafnly  engaged  among  the  Englljh , 
was  in  the  u t m oft  danger  of  being  taken  or 
burnt,-  and  the  affairs  of  the  Dutch  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  teftimony  of  captain  Ruth  Maxi - 
miilaan  a  noted  Dutch  captain,  who  was 
p refen t)  feemed  to  be  in  a  defperate  condi¬ 
tion.  But  Tromp  and  his  companions  were, 
at  iaft,  relieved  by  De  Ruyter ,  after  the  iofis 
of  one  or  two  fliips  burnt,  and  the  death 
of  Vander  Hulft,  who  was  fliot  with  a  musket- 
bullet. 

-The  duke,  finding  that  the  Dutch  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  reinforcement,  and  that  his  fmall 
fleet,  on  the  contrary,  was  much  weakened 
through  the  damages  f attained  by  fome,  and 
the  lofs  and  abfence  of  others  of  his  fhips, 
took,  cowards  the  evening,  the  refolution  to 
retire,  and  endeavour  to  join  prince  Rupert , 
who  was  coming  to  his  affiftance.  The  re- 

*  Vid.  Leyen  van  Tromp,  p.  312,  313. 
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treat  (according  to  the  letter  of  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  Dutch  captain)  was  performed  in 
good  order  :  Twenty-fix  or  twenty-eight  men 
of  war,  that  had  fuffered  leaft,  brought  up 
the  rear,  interpofing  between  the  enemy  and 
the  difabled  fhips  j  three  of  which,  being  very 
much  fhattered,  were  burnt  by  the  Englljh 
themfelves,  and  the  men  taken  on  board  the 
other  (hips.  The  Dutch-fleet  followed  ,*  but  at 
a  diftance.  As  they  thus  failed  on,  it  hap¬ 
pened  on  the  third  day,  that  Sir  George  Ajcough^ 
admiral  of  the  White 3  commanding  the  Royal 
Trince  (being  the  largeft  and  heavieft  fhip  of 
the  whole  fleet)  unfortunately. (truck  upon  the 
fand,  called  the  Galloper  3  where  being  threaten¬ 
ed  by  the  enemy’s  fire-fhips,  and  hopelefs  of 
afliftance  from  his  friends,  (whofe  timely  re¬ 
turn  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  contrary  tide,  had  rendered  impoflible) 
he  was  forced  to  furrender.  His  fhip  was 
there  burnt,  and  himfelf  and  his  men  were 
made  prifoners,  But,  towards  the  evening, 
prince  Rupert  coming  up  with  his  fquadron, 
the  Englljh ,  with  drums  beating  and  trumpets 
founding,  fet  their  courfe  towards  the  enemy, 
and  renewed  the  fight,  charging  through  and 
through  the  Dutch  fquadrons  3  but;  the  night 
foon  after  parted  the  fleets. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  Dutch ,  who  were 
ftill  confiderably  ftronger  than  the  Englljh  3 
were  (according  to  prince  Rupert's  letter)  ai¬ 
med; 
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moll  out  of  fight  :  but*  being  purfued*  were 
overtaken  about  eight  o'clock*  and  the  fight 
begun  anew  in  a  terrible  manner.  Both  par¬ 
ties*  impatient  to  bring  this  long  difpute  to 
a  decifion*  gave  the  utmoft  proofs  of  courage 
and  conduct.  The  fhip  of  the  Dutch  captain 
Ujtenhof  was  burnt.  Thofe  of  Tromp  and  Sweers> 
being  quite  difabled*  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
fight.  The  fhip  Dom  'van  Uytrecht  yielded  to 
the  duke*  but  was  afterwards  relieved.  Several 
of  the  Evgitjl)  buffered  confiderabie  damage* 
and  two  or  three*  much  difabled*  were  taken. 
The  fight  lafted  till  about  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ings  when  a  fudden  mift  drew  a  curtain  be¬ 
fore  the  bloody  fcene  ;  and  fo  this  tragedy* 
tho’  one  of  the  longeit  that  ever  were  a<ft- 
ed  upon  the  Sea*  concluded  with  the  fourth 
act. 

I  cannot  omit  fome  particular  inftances  of 
the  Englijh  bravery*  becaufe  1  have  found  them 
partly  recorded  with  honour  in  divers  of  the 
Dutch  hiftories. 

The  refolucion  of  Sir  William  Berkley  was 
very  remarkable  *•  who*  tho’  he  found  himfelf 
cut  off  from  the  line*  encompaffed  with  ene¬ 
mies*  his  men  niurthered*  his  fhip  difabled 
and  boarded  by  multitudes  at  once*  yet  de¬ 
fended  himfelf*  alrnoft  alone,  facrificed  four  or 
five  of  the  enemies  with  his  own  hands*  and 
after  all  died  without  accepting  quarter  *. 

The 
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The  llke  bravery  was  fhewn  by  the  rear- 
admiral  Mings  •  who,  having  received  a  bullet 
ill  his  neck,  refufed  to  be  bound,  or  to  leave 
the  deck,  and  forcibly  detained  the  flowing 
blood,  near  an  hour  with  his  fingers,  till  a 
fecond  bullet  went  through  his  neck/  and  fo 

fimlhed  at  once  what  tne  other  had  be¬ 
gun  f. 

Sir  John  Harman,  being  difabled  amid  ft  a 
throng  of  enemies,  was  grappled  by  a  fire- 
ihip,  which,  at  firft,  railed  fuch  a  thick 
fmoak,  that  it  could  not  be  feen  where  the 
grappling  irons  were  fixed  :  But  ,  upon 
her  taring  fire,  the  boatfwain,  with  a  defpe- 
rate  courage,  fprung  on  board  her,  and  per¬ 
ceiving  tne  irons,  by  the  light  of  her  own 
fire,  got  them  looie  ;  for  which  exploit,  he 
was  afterwards  made  captain  of  the  Ruby. 
Hereupon  the  enemies,  finding  their  fire-fhip 
was  fpent  without  effeeft,  lent  eff  a  fecond, 
which,  grappling  Sir  Johns  fhip,  fet  her  on 
fire.  This  caufed  fuch  defpair  among  his  fea- 
rnen,  that  about  fifty  of  them  leaped  into 
the  Sea,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  a  more  terrible 
element :  But  5ir  John ,  with  ins  fword  drawn, 
running  among  his  men,  threatened  to  kill 
any  that  fhould  refufe  to  affift  in  getting 
loofe  from  the  fire-fhip,  and  quenching  the 
flames.  This  his  prefence  of  mind  produced 
the  like  refolution  in  his  people,  and  their 

joint 
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joint  endeavours,  at  laft,  prevailed  over  the 
violence  of  the  fire.  But,  the  cordage  being 
burnt.,  a  yard  fell  on  Sir  Jo/m" s  leg  and  broke 
it.  The  enemy  feeing  the  fire  extinguiflied,  ' 
after  having  in  vain  fummoned  him  to  fur- 
render,  fent  off  a  third  fire- (hip  ,*  but  four 
pieces  of  his  lower-tire  funk  her,,  before  flic 
came  aboard.  The  laft  broad-fide,  that  was 
given  by  Sir  John,  killed  the  Dutch  vice-admiral. 
Evert  [on  *  •  (as  we  before  oblerved.)  Upon 
which,  being  left  by  the  enemy,  he  retired 
to  Harwich  •  where  having  in  fome  meafure 
repaired  the  damage,  and  fet  up  jury-mafts, 
he  (tho?  in  great  pain  by  his  broken  leg) 
put  to  Sea  again,  to  have  had  a  fhare  in 
the  honour  of  the  iaft  day’s  engagement :  But, 
before  he  could  come  up  with  the  fleet,  the 
fight  was  ended. 

More  might  be  added,  if  any  thing  greater 
could  be  faid  of  thofe  actions  of  our  coun¬ 
trymen,  than  what  the  penfioner  De  Wit  him- 
feli  faid,  fome  time  after,  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
a  man  of  fufficient  credit.  The  penfioner, 
we  know,  was  far  from  being  partial  to  the 
Englifh  nation.  Yet  he  owned,  Cf  That  the 
Englijh  got  more  glory  to  their  nation  and 
tne  invincible  courage  of  their  feamen  by 
*r  thofe  engagements,  than  by  the  two  vie- 
tories  of  this  war,-  and  that  he  was  fure 
their  own  people  could  never  have  been 

[[  brought 
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f‘  brought  on  the  following  days,  after  the 
cc  difadvantages  of  the  firft  ;  and  he  believed, 
tc  that  no  other  nation  was  capable  of  it,  but 
<f  the  Englijh  *.  ”  And  the  Dutch  writers  of 
7 romp’s  and  De  Ruyters  lives,  tho’  they  take 
much  pains  to  perluade  their  readers,  that  the 
Hollanders  won  great  honour  in  this  four  days 
fight,  yet  confefs,  that  it  was  the  cruelleft 
they  had  ever  engaged  in. 

The  Dutch  hiftorians,  in  general,  make  ex¬ 
traordinary  encomiums  on  the  condud:  of 
the  admiral  De  Ruyter  ;  who,  they  fay,  by  his 
great  experience,  always  prevented  the  disor¬ 
dering  of  the  Dutch- fleet,  notwithstanding  the 
utmoft  efforts  of  the  Englijh.  Particularly, 
one  of  them  obferves,  that  he  was  the  man 
who  firft  taught  the  Hollanders ,  that  the  Englijh 
were  vincible,  after  fo  much  contempt,  as 
they  had  (hewn,  of  the  Dutch  nation  f . 

They  generally  compute  their  own  lofs  but 
at  four,  or  at  the  molt,  fix  men  of  war.  That 
of  the  Englijh  was  at  firft  given  out  to  amount 
to  thirty-five,*  then  it  fell  to  twenty-five; 
then  to  twenty-three,  and  at  laft  tofixteen; 
as  is  obferved  by  the  Dutch  author  of  De  JVit’s 
life  in  12^0.  However,  fix  Englijh  men  of  war 
and  frigates,  taken  in  thole  engagements, 
gave  occafion  to  a  mighty  triumph.  And 
not  without  reafon ;  for  in  all  the  general 

engagements^ 

*  Sir  W.  Temple's  Obfervations,  p.  2c6. 
t  Leyens  der  Zeehelden  ade  deel,  p.  227. 
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engagements,  both  before  and  fince,  the  Hol¬ 
landers  carried  off  but  one  man  of  war  of  the 
EngHJh .  Their  account  of  the  lofs  of  men, 
on  the  fide  of  the  EngUJh,  is  (till  more  extra¬ 
vagant  :  Which  they  make  to  amount  to  five 
or  fix  thoufand  killed,  befides  the  wounded 
(which  ufually  are  not  fewer)  and  about  three 
thoufand  priloners.  But  this  account  mult 
be  allowed  to  be  impoffible  :  Unlefs  we  can 
fuppofe  the  number  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  prifoners  exceeded,  or  at  lealt,  equal¬ 
led  that  of  all  the  Englljhj  who  were  engaged 
the  two  firlt  days. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Englljh  affirm,  that 
the  Dutch  lolt  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  of  war 
and  frigates,  with  one  and  twenty  captains, 
and  above  five  thoufand  common  men  ,•  and 
they  compute  their  own  lofs,  during  the  fight, 
but  at  nine  men  of  war  ;  tho’  they  confefs, 
a  great  number  of  men  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

f 

The  Dutch,  however,  having  had  fewer  fliips 
difabled,  appeared  in  a  fhort  time  before  the 
Thames :  Where  they  had  not  been  long,  e’re 
they  faw  the  Englijh  fleet  coming  down  the 
river,  to  engage  them  on  more  equal  terms,’ 
upon  which  they  immediately  retired  towards 
the  coait  of  Holland. 

■  The  Englljh  fleet  confifted  of  about  eighty 
men  of  war,  and  frigates,  and  eighteen  or 
nineteen  fire-imps,  divided,  as  ufua!,  into 

M  three 
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three  fquadrons,  viz,,  the  Red  under  prince 
Rupert,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  (who  were 
both  in  one  fhip)  the  White  under  Sir  Thomas 
Allen,  and  the  Blue  commanded  by  Sir  Jeremiah 
Smith. 

The  Dutch,  ( according  to  their  own  ac¬ 
counts)  were  eighty-eight  men  of  war  and 
frigates,  and  about  twenty  fire-fhips,  divided 
likewife  into  three  main  fquadrons,  under  the 
command  of  De  Ruyter ,  Evertfon  and  Tromp. 

The  Englljh  being  come  up  with  the  enemy, 
there  happened  a  furious  engagement,  on  the 
25'th  of  July,  at  noon,  North-eafi  and  by  Eajl 
of  the  North  Foreland.  Sir  Thomas  Allen ,  with 
the  Jftoe-fquadron,  began  the  fight  by  attack¬ 
ing  Evert  Jon.  Prince  Rupert  and  the  duke, 
about  one  o’clock,  made  a  defperate  attack 
upon  De  Ruyter ,  and,  after  a  fight  of  three 
hours,  were  obliged  to  tranfport  themfelves 
on  board  another  fhip.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Frlejland  and  Zealand  fquadrons  under 
Evertfon  were  put  to  flight,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Allen ;  and  Evertfon,  together  with  his  vice- 
admiral  De  Vries,  and  his  rear-admiral  Ko- 
enders,  killed.  On  this  occasion,  the  fhip  of 
the  Zealand  vice-admiral  Bankert,  being  left, 
was  taken  by  the  Englljh  and  burnt,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fhip  Sneek,  of  fifty  guns.  The 
fight  of  thefe  advantages  caufed  prince  Rupert 
and  the  duke,  with  the  .Re^-fquadron,  to  re¬ 
double  their  fury  againft  De  Ruyter ,  whom 
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they  engaged,  fhip  to  fhip.  In  this  fray  a 
Dutch  fire-fhip  was  funk  ;  and  the  fhip  Guel- 
derland  of  fixty-fix  guns,  (being  one  of  'Da 
Ruyters  feeonds)  was  quite  difabled  :  But  the 
captain  of  an  Englijh  fire-fhip,  attempting  to 
grapple  her,  was  forced  to  fet  fire  to  his  fhip 
too  foon.  A  fecond  Dutch  fire-fhip  was  burnt 
by  the  Englijh ,  and  molt  of  the  men  drown¬ 
ed.  Captain  Ruth  Maximiliaan ,  another  of  De 
Ruyters  feeonds,  was  killed ;  and  Nyhof  and 
Hogenhoek ,  his  other  feeonds,  mortally  wound¬ 
ed.  After  thefe  Ioffes,  feveral  of  De  Ruyter’s 
fquadron  began  to  difengage  and  truft  to  their 
fails.  But  his  vice-admiral  Van  Nes  flood 
bravely  by  him,  and  received  great  damage. 
Yet,  being  at  laft  deferted  by  mofl  of  their 
fquadron,  they  yielded  to  neceffity,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  with  only  eight  or  nine  fhips.  De 
Ruyter's  fhip  was  fo  difabled,  and  his  people 
fo  fatigued,  that  he  could  make  no  refinance  ; 
and  only  the  calm  prevented  his  being  board¬ 
ed  by  the  Englijh. 

As  for  Trump,  being  hotly  engaged  with 
Sir  Jeremiah  Smith,  and  the  _2/«e-fquadron,  he 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  drawn  fo  far  from  the 
reft  of  the  fleet,  that  he  loft  the  opportunity 
of  affitting  his  friends,  who  were  in  diftrefs. 
This  is  generally  fuppofed,  by  the  Dutch  wri¬ 
ters,  to  have  happened  through  a  ftratagem 
of  the  Englijh ;  Smith's  fquadron  being  the 
weakeft  of  the  Englijh,  and  Trumps  the  nrong- 
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eft  of  the  Dutch.  In  this  fight,  Tromf  s  rear- 
admiral  Horn  was  killed.,  and  the  fhip  of  his 
vice-admiral  Meppel  extreamly  fhattered,  ha¬ 
ving  an  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  Resolution ,  an  Englijh 
man  of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Haim  an, 
was  burnt  by  a  fire-fhip. 

In  the  mean  time,  De  Ruyter  was  making 
his  retreat  •  which,  for  want  of  wind,  con¬ 
tinued  all  night  and  the  next  day.  Prince 
Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle ,  with  part  of 
the  f^i-fquadron,  were  .always  clofe  at  his 
heels ;  from  whom  he  ftood  out  a  terrible  Itorm- 
Some  Dutch  writers  relate,  that  Van  Nes ,  ha¬ 
ving  been  on  board  De  Ruyter' s  flu p  to  con- 
fult  what  was  to  be  done,  he  was  no  fooner 
gone  than  a  great  (hot  took  away  the  bench 
on  which  they  both  had  fate.  The  prince 
and  the  duke  continued  the  chafe  ,*  but  not 
^being  able  to  board  De  Ruyter ,  for  wantofwind, 
they  thought  to  have  ruined  him  by  a  fire- 
fhip ;  which  miffed  very  little  of  its  effeeft. 
This  defign  being  difappointed,  they  began  to 
cannonade  with  greater  fury  ,•  which  almoft 
reduced  De  Ruyter ,  tho7  a  man  of  tried  cou¬ 
rage,  to  defpair.  The  Dutch  hiftorian  who 
writ  his  life  informs  us,  that  he  was  heard 
to  lav  ,  O  Gody  how  am  I  thus  unfortunate  !  Is  there 
not  one  bullet  among  fc  many  thoufands,  to  put  a  pe¬ 
riod  to  my  life!  But  by  this  time  they  began  to 
approach  the  (hallows  on  the  Dutch  coaft. 

which 
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which  icon  obliged  the  Englijh  to  give  over 
the  chafe. 

Tho’  the  Dutch  allow  the  glory  of  the  vic¬ 
tory  to  the  Englijh,  yet  they  pretend  that  they 
themfelves  buffered  the  lealf  damage.  De  Ruy- 
ter.  in  his  letter  to  the  dates,  writes  (tho’ 
without  certainty)  that  the  Englijh  loit  four 
men  of  war ,•  two  of  which  he  heard  were 
funk,  and  as  many  burnt.  On  the  contrary 
the  Englijh ,  (who  loft  no  great  officer,  and 
but  few  captains)  affirm  they  miffed  but  one 
man  of  war  and  fome  fire-ffiip;s.  But  their 
accounts  of  the  enemy’s  lofs  make  it  to  amount 
to  no  lefs  than  twenty  fhips  funk  or  burnt. 
They  add  rear-admiral  Van  Saan  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  killed,  on  the  fide  of  the  Hollan¬ 
ders ,  and  fpeak  of  no  lefs  than  four  thoufand 
killed  in  the  whole,  and  about  three  thou¬ 
fand  wounded. 

The  enemy  being  driven  over  the  flats  in¬ 
to  the  Wielings ,  the  Englijh  went  to  lye  in 
Schonevelt,  the  uf’ual  rendezvous  of  the  Dutch 
fleets. 

The  noife  of  the  Englijh  cannon  upon  their 
coaft  foon  rouzed  the  Hollanders  out  of  their 
pleaflng  dream  of  vi&ory.  They  faw  their 
fleet  defeated,  and  their  fhoars  infulted  by  an 
enemy,  who,  but  lix  weeks  before,  they  were 
made  to  believe,  was  entirely  broken  and  dif- 
abled.  Such  complaints  were  likewife  brought 
in  to  the  ftates,  as  produced  a  frefh  enquf- 
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ry  into  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  of  the 

fleet;  of  which  feveral  were  punifhed,  and 

Tromp  himfelf  was  difcharged  the  fervice  for 
ill  condudt. 

While  the  Dutch  were  refitting  their  {flat¬ 
tered  fleets  the  Englijh  were  not  idle  in  reap- 
ing  the  fruits  of  their  victory.  They  palled 
along  the  whole  coaft  of  Holland,  taking  (hips 
at  the  very  mouths  of  the  harbours,  and  cauf- 
ing  a  hot  alarm  where-ever  they  appeared. 
Being  come  before  the  Vile,  they  had  intel¬ 
ligence  by  a  fifher-man  who  was  fallen  into 
their  hands,  that,  upon  the  iflands  Vile  and 
Sc  helling,  there  were  feveral  confiderable  ma¬ 
gazines  belonging  to  the  {fates  and  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  and  a  great  number  of  rich 
merchant-lhips  lately  come  from  Mufcovy,  Gui¬ 
nea,  and  other  parts,  lying  at  anchor  within 
the  iflands.  Upon  this  information,  nine  fri¬ 
gates,  five  fire-fhips,  and  {even  ketches  were 
detached  to  deftroy  them  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Robert  Holms.  With  thefe  Sir  Robert  came 
the  next  day,  being  the  8th  of  Auguft,  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  to  anchor  before  the 
Vile.  From  thence  he  fent  in  a  ketch  upon 
.difcovery,  which,  returning,  partly  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  fifher-man,  having  count¬ 
ed  about  two  hundred  fail  of  merchant-men, 
with  two  men  of  war  which  had  ferved  as 
convoys. 
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A  council  of  war  being  called,  it  was  re- 
folved  not  as  yet  to  attempt  the  ruining  of 
the  magazines  on  the  iflands,  left  the  gar- 
rifons  ftiould  be  affilted  from  the  (hips,  during 
the  attack.  5Twas  then  concluded  to  make 
the  firft  attempt  on  the  fleet:  For  which 
purpofe,  the  Pembroke- frigate,  being  the  light- 
eft,  was  fent  with  the  five  fire-fhips  into  the 
Vlie  to  make  a  trial.  The  delign  was  execu¬ 
ted  with  no  lefs  dexterity  than  bravery.  One 
of  the  fire-lhips,  commanded  by  captain 
Broivny  immediately  grappled  the  largelt  of 
the  convoys  and  fired  her  ,•  and  the  Dutch 
captain,  after  fome  refiftance,  endeavouring 
with  fifteen  or  fixteen  men  to  lave  himfelf  in 
the  boat,  was  drowned.  The  other  convoy 
-  was  at  the  fame  time  burnt  by  another  fire- 
fhip,  but  the  captain  and  part  of  the  men 
had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape.  This  being 
perceived  by  the  merchant-fhips  which  lay 
behind,  they  cut  their  cables,  and  drove 
away  towards  the  Shallows.  But  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  three  remaining  fire-fhips,  fe- 
veral  of  the  richeft  fhips  were  burnt.  And 
Sir  Robert  fending  off,  at  the  fame  time,  about 
twenty  pinnaces  from  under  the  ifland  where 
he  lay,  they  eafily  overtook  the  flying  ene¬ 
mies,  and  with  combuftible  materials  fet  fire 
to  almoft  the  whole  fleet  :  For  the  EngUJh, 
having  received  orders  not  to  plunder  on  pain 
of  death,  were  fo  expeditious  in  their  work, 
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that  only  three  or  four  privateers,  on c  Guinea 

and  a  tew  Mufrovy  thips  had  time  to  reach 

the  Shallows  ;  all  the  reft  perilhing  by  the 
flames. 

Having  thus  far  executed  his  defign,  he 
feat  two  Irigates  and  fome  ketches  to  make 
a  defcenc  upon  the  ifland  Vile.  Buc  this  was 
prevented  oy  a  hard  rain,  which  rendered 
the  fire-arms  unferviceable. 

13ut,  on  the  ifland  Schelllng ,  they  had  bet¬ 
ter  fuccels  where  landing  their  men,  di¬ 
vided  into  eleven  companies,  and  feeing  no 
other  way  of  defrroying  the  magazines, 
tney  laid  the  town  ot  Rrandaries  in  alhes,  af¬ 
ter  having  plundered  as  much  as  the  time 
would  permit.  This  town  was  the  chief  of 

the  ifland,  and  conlifted  of  fix  or  feven 
hundred  houfes. 

Sir  Robert  had  formed  a  defign  againft 
two  other  towns  on  the  fame  ifland,-  but 
confidering,  that,  it  he  undertook  it,  he  fliould 
be  obliged  to  wait,  at  lea  ft,  twenty-four  hours 
for  the  tide,  and  fearing,  left  if  the  wind  in  the 
mean  time  fliould  change,  he  might  find  great 
difficulty  to  get  off,  he  therefore  ordered  all 
his  men  on  board,  and  fo  rejoined  the  fleet. 

The  lofs  of  the  Hollanders ,  on  this  occafion, 
was  molt  deplorable.  The  fliips,  and  their 
proper  ladings,  were  valued,  by  themfelves, 
at  twelve  millions  of  guilders,  or  about  a 
million,  one  hundred-thoufand  pounds  Ster- 
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ling :  And  thefe  were  become  yet  richer,  by 
reafon  of  a  great  quantity  of  valuable  goods, 
which  the  chief  inhabitants  of  th tVlie  brought 
on  board,  at  the  firlt  approach  of  the  Englip, 
as  thinking  them  fafer  there,  than  on  flioar. 
Add  to  all  this,  the  value  of  the  houfes, 
goods,  and  magazines  on  the  ifland  Schelling  ; 
and,  by  a  moderate  computation,  the  lofs 
malt  amount  to  a  very  great  fum.  On  the 
contrary,  the  lofs  of  the  Englip  amounted 
to  no  more  than  four  or  five  fire-fhips  (which 
were  well  employed)  a  few  pinnaces,  which 
were  funk  by  the  enemy's  cannon,  and  fix 
men  killed,  and  about  as  many  wounded. 

After  thefe  fucceffes,  and  the  taking  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  prizes  on  the  coaft,  the 
Englip  fleet  returned  home.  Upon  which, 
the  Hollanders  put  to  Sea  with  feventy-nine 
men  of  war  and  frigates,  and  twenty-feven 
fire- blips,  under  command  of  De  Ruyter.  Their 
intention  was,  to  fail  down  the  Channel ,  in 
order  to  join  the  French  admiral,  the  duke  of 
Beaufort.  At  this  time  the  Englip  (who  had 
been  reinforced  fince  the  laft  battle)  had  ten 
or  twelve  blips  more  than  the  enemy,-  it  be¬ 
ing  almoft  the  only  time,  either  in  this  or 
the  former  war,  that  they  had  either  out¬ 
numbered  or  equalled  them.  This  fupe- 
riority,  joined  with  their  intereft,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  conjun&ion  of  the  French ,  caufed  a 
great  forwardnefs  in  the  Englip  to  engage. 

But 
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But  a  hard  wind  deprived  them  of  their  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  gave  opportunity  to  the  ene¬ 
my  to  efcape.  According  to  the  English  ac¬ 
counts,  the  Dutchy  whofe  chief  view  was  to 
join  the  French ,  were  fo  afraid  of  an  engage¬ 
ment,  that,  when  the  Englifi  flood  in  af¬ 
ter  them  to  the  road  of  Boulogn}  they  haul’d 
clofe  in  with  the  flioar,  and  had  been  there 
burnt  or  run-a-ground,  if  the  florin,  fudden- 
ly  coming  on,  had  not  forced  their  enemy  to 
retire  to  St.  I  Ellen  s.  Yet  fome  Dutch  writers 
would  perfuade  the  world,  that  the  Englijhy 
tho’  flufh’d  with  vi<5lory,  fuperior  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  near  their  own  coaft,  avoided  a 
general  engagement.  A  ftory  as  likely,  as 
that  they  formerly  fled  from  an  inferior 
number  of  vanquilhed  enemies,  after  the 
vi&ory  they  had  gained  near  Jucatra  (now 
called  Batavia)  in  the  Eafi- Indies ,  already  men¬ 
tioned  !  But  that  the  fleets,  at  Jucatra}  were 
parted  by  florin,  is  clear  not  only  from  the 
teftimony  of  moniieur  *  De  Neufville  ;  but  like- 
wile  from  the  confequent  fiege  of  the  Dutch- 
fort  ;  And  that  nothing  but  the  hard  wind 
prevented  an  engagement  on  this  occafion, 
appears  from  the  confeffion  of  Montanus  f, 
one  of  their  own  hiftorians.  In  fine,  the 
duke  of  Beaufort  (tho’  come  as  far  as  Diep 
in  Normandy )  not  daring  to  proceed,  ’tis  pro¬ 
bable 
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table  the  Dutch  were  glad  of  the  change  of 
wind,  which  favoured  their  retreat  to  their 
own  coaft. 

About  this  time,  two  Dutch  men  of  war, 
and  as  many  privateers,  violated  the  neutra¬ 
lity  of  the  Elb,  by  attacking  feventeen  Eng- 
lifh  merchant-fhips  in  that  river  ,•  whereof 
three,  together  with  a  Hamburgher ,  were  burnt. 
But  one  captain  Green ,  by  defending  himfelf 
bravely  the  whole  night,  till  his  fhip  funk, 
gave  opportunity  to  the  reft  to  fave  them- 
felves  under  the  canon  of  Hamburgh.  Some  of 
the  Dutch  officers,  upon  their  return  to  Holland , 
were  difcharged  the  fervice,  for  ill  conduct  in 
this  affair  f. 

To  conclude  the  a&ions  of  this  year  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  feven  French  and  Dutch  men  of  war,  (be¬ 
ing  part  of  the  duke  of  Beaufort's  fquadron) 
were  defeated  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen  on  the 
French  coaft  ;  one  French  (hip,  called  the  Ruby , 
carrying  feventy  guns,  and  five  hundred 
men,  was  taken,  and  two  of  the  Dutch  were 
driven  affiore  and  burnt,  the  reft,  with 
much  difficulty,  efcaping  up  the  Seine  :  And, 
of  five  Dutch  cruifers,  three  were  taken  or 
deftroyed,  by  commadore  Robertfon ,  near  the 
Texel. 

In  the  beginning  of  July ,  the  ftates  taking 
the  opportunity  of  a  letter  which  they  writ 
to  the  king  of  England,  about  difpofing  of  the 

body 
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body  oi  Sir  William  Berkley ,  who  was  killed  in 
the  great  four  days  fight,  had  made  ibme 
overtures  of  peace.  T  his  letter  was  civilly 
anfwered  by  another,  wherein  the  king 
fhewed  himlelf  not  averfe  to  it,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  the  happy  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
might  (as  he  faid)  have  infpired  him  with  other 
thoughts.  Hereupon,  they  fent,  together  with 
the  laid  body,  another  letter  on  the  fame 
fubjebt,  dated  Sept.  6.  To  this,  the  king  re¬ 
plied  Qftob.  4,  giving  an  account,  at  large, 
of  the  grounds  of  his  beginning  the  war, 
and  of  the  terms  upon  which  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  end  it.  The  ftates  writ  a  reply, 
Nov.  i6-  which  not  fatisfying  the  king,  the 
treaty,  tor  a  time,  feemed  to  be  broken  off. 
But  they,  foon  after,  fent  another  letter  with 
the  propofal  of  a  formal  congrefs,  in  fome 
neutral  place,  at  the  king’s  choice  j  upon 
which,  the  king,  for  doing  them  the  greater 
honour,  chofe  the  Hague.  This  they,  for  cer¬ 
tain  reafons,  thought  fit  to  except  againft, 
and  to  propofe  either  Maeftricht,  Bois-le-duc ,  or 
Breda.  At  laft,  ’twas  agreed  it  fhould  be  at 
Breda  ;  and  accordingly  all  the  ambalfadors  of 
the  parties  concerned  met,  together  with  the 
Swedijh  mediators,  and  had  their  firft  confe¬ 
rence  in  the  end  of  May,  1667. 

Having  thus  far  taken  a  view  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  war  and  peace  in  Europe ,  we  may  now- 

look 
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look  abroad  and  obferve  what  parted  in  re¬ 
moter  parts. 

In  the  Wefi-lndles,  the  Englljh  took  the  iflands 
of  St.  Eufiace ,  Tobago,  and  other  places  from 
the  Dutch.  On  the  contrary,  the  Dutch,  un¬ 
der  the  condurt  of  the  Zealand  comrnadore, 
TJulryns,  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Surinam  * 
And  the  French,  affifted  by  the  Dutch ,  almoft 
deprived  the  Englljh  of  half  the  ifland  of  St.  Chri- 
Jiopher’s,  alter  l'everal  obftinate  difputes,  and  the 
death  of  their  commander  Les  Salles.  Six  frigates, 
and  fome  other  fmall  veffels  from  Barbadoes ,  fail¬ 
ing  to  repair  this  Ids.,  were  fo  ill  treated  by 
a  violent  ftorm,  that  they  were  put  out  of 
a  condition  to  execute  their  defign,  and  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  difabled  (hips  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Dutch  admiral,  Evertfon,  recovered  Tobago, 
and,  in  company  with  ®>uiryns ,  took  many 
prizes  on  the  coall  of  Virginia.  On  the  other 
lide,  Sir  John  Harman,  who  was  lent  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Englljh  fettlements,  being  arrived  be* 
fore  St.  Chrljlopher’s,  with  twelve  frigates,  in 
the  end  of  March  1667,  burnt  two  French 
fhips ;  and  foon  after,  upon  intelligence,  that 
two  Zealand  privateers,  with  four  prizes,  lay 
at  Guadalupe,  he  fent  part  of  his  fquadron  thi¬ 
ther,  which  took  them  ;  and  afterwards,  land¬ 
ing  on  the  ifland,  did  confiderable  damage. 
The  news  of  this  having  reached  Martmico. 
nionheur  Pe  la  Bane  and  the  Zealand  com- 
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madore,  Qulryns,  with  the  united  forces  of  the 
French  and  Dutch3  confifting  of  twenty-two 
men  of  war  and  frigates,  with  thirteen  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers  on  board,  failed  to  oppofe  the 
progrefs  of  the  Englijh.  On  the  10th  of  May, 
they  came  in  light  of  St.  Chrljlopher' s,  and  were 
immediately  encountered  by  the  Englijh  {Qua— 
dron.  In  this  engagement,  which  was  very 
fharp,  and  lafted  about  three  hours,  the  Englijh 
were  fometimes  almolt  furrounded;  But  the 
condmft  and  bravery  of  their  admiral,  being 
well  feconded  by  the  inferior  officers  and  fea- 
men,  rendered  them  not  only  equal,  but 
fuperior  to  the  enemies.  In  ffiort,  both  French 
and  Dutch  were  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  five 
or  fix  of  their  Ihips. 

The  Dutch  hiftorians  differ  in  their  accounts 
of  this  aftion.  One  *  fays,  that  the  Englijh 
retired  after  the  fight,  and  left  the  confede¬ 
rates  matters  of  the  place  of  battle.  Ano¬ 
ther  f,  without  mentioning  any  fuch  advan¬ 
tage  gained  by  the  confederates,  contents 
himfelf  with  laying.  That  both  parties,  af¬ 
ter  a  hot  engagement,  retired  ,•  the  Englijh 
to  Nevis,  and  the  confederates  to  St.  Chrljlo¬ 
pher  s.  But  Sivlnnas  (a  noted  Dutch  hiftorian) 
in  the  third  part  of  his  hiftory,  confefles 
what  the  others  endeavour  to  conceal,  viz. 
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that  the  French  and  Dutch  were  worfted,  and 
fufFered  a  confiderable  lofs. 

’Tis  remarkable  that  tho’  Sir  John  Harmany 
about  the  time  of  this  adion,  was  lame  and  in> 
great  pain  by  the  gout;  yet  upon  difcovery 
of  the  enemy’s  fleet  he  got  up,  walked  about, 
and  gave  orders  as  well  as  ever,  till  the  fight 
was  over,  and  then  became  as  lame  as  be¬ 
fore. 

The  Zealand  commadore,  complaining  that 
he  had  not  been  well  feconded  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  parted  loon  after  from  the  French ,  and . 
fo  the  English  were  left  entire  matters  in  thofe 
Seas.  Nor  did  they  fail  of  improving  their 
advantage:  For,  attacking  the  French  in  the 
very  port,  they  burnt  their  admiral,  and  fix 
or  feven  of  their  belt  Ihips^  all  the  rett, 
except  two,  being  funk  either  by  the  Englijh 
fhot,  or  by  the  French  themfelves.  After  this, 
they  retook  Surinam  from  the  Dutchy  and  made 
themfelves  matters  of  the  French  ifland  Ca~ 
Jana. 

The  great  fuccefles  of  the  Englijh t  during 
this  and  the  former  war,  had,  it  feems,  taught 
both  French  and  Dutch ,  how  little  advantage 
they  were  to  exped  either  from  their  cou¬ 
rage  or  plain-dealing :  They  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  have  recourle  to  addrefs  and  ftrata- 
gem.  John  De  Wit ,  penlioner  of  Hollands  was 
the  man  who,  together  with  the  minifters  of 
France ,  contriv’d  the  affront  at  Chatham ;  which, 
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being  firft  privately  agreed  on  between  him 
and  the  French  ambaffador  £>’  Efirades,  was  af- 
tei  wards  formally  confented  to^  and  the  pro- 
figned  by  the  faid  D ’  Efirades  on  the  one 
hand^  and  the  deputies  of  the  ftates  on  the 
other3  April  if,  1667.  According  to  this 
agreement,  the  French  were  to  have  fent  a 
fquadron  under  the  duke  of  Beaufort ,  to  affilf 
in  the  execution  of  the  defign :  But  they  de¬ 
clined  the  performance^  being  content  that 
the  Dutch ,  by  being  the  only  adtors  in  that 
affair,  fhould  draw  upon  themfelves  all  the 
revenge  of  the  Englljh  nation.  To  prepare 
the  way  for  the  execution  of  their  project 
a  letter  was  written^  thro’  the  inltigation  of 
the  French  minifters.,  by  the  queen-mother  of 
England ,  who  was  then  in  France ,  to  inform 
the  king  her  fon,,  that  both  the  French  and 
Dutch  had  their  eyes  wholly  turned  towards 
the  treaty  of  peace  which  was  negotiating  at 
Breda,  and  that  they  had  no  defign  to  bring 
a  fleet  to  Sea  that  year.  This  had  the  de- 
fired  effect,  and  by  impofing  on  the  king  (who 
thereupon  neglected  all  naval  preparations,, 
tho5  lately  well  fupplied  with  all  manner  of 
ftores  from  Gottenburgh)  was  the  chief  occa- 
fion  *  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  defign.  For  this 
expedition^  like  that  of  the  Argonauts,  could  not 
fucceedj  till  the  guardian  dragon  was  laid 
afleep. 

The 
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The  Dutch,  taking  this  advantage3  haftily 
manned  out  a  conliderable  fleet,,  and3  being 
affilted  by  fome  traiterous  Englijh  pilots,,  en¬ 
tered  the  river  of  Thames  in  the  beginning 
of  y  une,  under  the  command  of  the  admiral 
Van  Ghent.  What  exploits  they  performed,  both 
there  and  in  the  river  Medway ,  fliall  be  re¬ 
lated  according  to  the  raoft  authentick  ac¬ 
counts  both  Dutch  and  Englijh. 

Cornelius  De  Wit  (the  brother  of  the  pen- 
fioner)  who  was  prefent  at  the  execution  of 
this  delign,  in  quality  of  deputy  of  their  high- 
mightinelTes,  informs  them  in  his  letter,  that 
Sbecrnefs-Fort  (which  the  Dutch  hiftorians  f 
own  was  in  no  Itate  of  defence)  was  left  by 
the  Englijh,aker  having  been  cannonaded  about 
half  an  hour  by  the  Hollanders ,  who  found 
in  it  fifteen  iron  guns,  with  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  naval  flores  valued  at  thirty  or  forty 
thoufand  pounds  :  That,  proceeding  up  the  ri¬ 
ver  Medway ,  they  found  feveral  frigates  ready 
to  difpute  with  them  the  paffage  to  Chatham ,  fo 
that  (the  deep  part  of  the  river  being  nar¬ 
row)  it  was  a  conliderable  time  ’ere  any  of 
the  Dutch  captains  had  the  refolution  to  ad¬ 
vance  and  force  their  way :  That,  at  laft, 
one  captain  Brakel  (to  attone  for  fome  of¬ 
fence  he  had  committed)  offered  his  fervice 
to  make  the  firft  attempt ;  and  afterwards,  ad¬ 
vancing  with  great  bravery,  boarded  and  took 
the  foremoft  of  the  Englijh  frigates  which 
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guarded  the  paffage,  being  a  fhip  of  about 
forty  guns,  called  the  Jonathan:  That  the  next 
lhip  of  the  Dutch  that  advanced  was  a  fire- 
fliip,  which  had  the  luck  to  grapple  and  fire 
another  Engltjh  fhip  carrying  fifty-two  guns_, 
called  the  Matthias  •  after  which  feveral  fhal- 
lops  were  fent  in_,  which  took  pcffeffion  of 
the  Royal  Charles ,  being  left  by  her  men,  and 
having  only  thirty  two  guns  mounted:  That 
this  was  followed  by  the  burning  of  two  other 
ihipSj  called  the  Charles  the  Fifth  and  the  Fort 
of  Honingen 3  being  fixty  and  feventy-gun  {hips; 
That  another  fhip  was  likewiie  burnt.,  but 
the  name  was  unknown  :  That  this  good  fuc- 
cefs  gave  them  encouragement  to  attempt  three 
others  (being  all  capical  fhips,  and  lying  near 
Upnor-Caftle )  called  the  Great  James ,  the  Loy¬ 
al  London ,  and  the  Royal  Oak  :  That  thefe,  be¬ 
ing  all  unrigged  and  without  cannon,  were 
at  laft  grappled  and  burnt  by  the  fire-fhips. 
notwithftanding  the  continual  fire  of  the  ca- 
itle ;  and  he  adds,  that  all  this  was  perform¬ 
ed  with  the  lofs  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  on  the  fide  of  the  Dutch. 

The  Eagltfi  accounts  fay,  that  after  the 
taking  of  Sheernefs-Fort  (which  was  unfinifhed) 
fome  veffels  were  funk  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Medway ,  and  a  chain  was  laid  acrofs  that 
river  ,•  but  that  a  high  tide  and  a  itrong  eaft- 
erly  wind  rendered  thole  precautions  inef¬ 
fectual,  by  giving  the  enemy  an  eafy  paf- 
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fage  •  upon  which,  three  frigates  that  lay 
behind  the  chain  were  foon  deltroyed  by  the 
fire-fhips.  They  deny  that  the  Royal  Oak3 
the  Loyal  London,  and  the  Great  James  were 
all  burnt  ,•  the  two  laft  being  only  damaged. 
They  own  the  carrying  off  the  hull  of  the 
Royal  Charles ,  after  the  Englijh  had  twice  fir¬ 
ed  her,  to  prevent  that  difhonour. 

Tl  he  total  of  the  Englijh  lofs  in  (flipping 
(according  to  the  Dutch  account)  is  two  fhips 
taken,  and  ieven  burnt ;  four  of  which  (w, 
the  Jonathan,  the  Matthias,  the  Charles  the  Fifth 
and  the  Fort  of  Honingenj  were  Dutch  /hips  for¬ 
merly  taken  by  the  Engllfii.  But  (according 
to  the  Englijh  accounts)  only  three  frigates 
and  one  man  of  war  were  burnt,  and  the 
hull  of  another  taken  and  carried  off.  To 
which  lofs  may  be  added  five  or  fix  fire-fhips 
that  were  funk,  to  flop  up  the  paffage. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Dutch  (according  to 
the  Englijh  accounts)  fpent  eight  fire-fhips, 
in  executing  the  defign,  and  loft  two  men  of 
war,  which  ran  a-ground  in  the  river  Med¬ 
way,  and  were  burnt. 

The  carrying  off  of  the  Royal  Charles  yield¬ 
ed  no  little  fubjebt  of  triumph  to  the  Dutch  • 
this  being  the  fhip  which  the  author  of  Ds 
Ruyter  s  life  Cells  The  Terror  of  the  Sea ,  having 
been  formerly  the  fhip  of  general  Monk. 

During  the  a&ion,  nothing  happened  fo 
remarkable  as  the  noble  refolution  of  one  cap- 
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tain  Dowglafs,  a  Scotch  gentleman  ;  who  receiv¬ 
ing  no  orders  to  retire,,  when  the  Rcjal  Oak , 
which  he  was  appointed  to  defend.,  was  fee 
on  fire.,  is  reported  to  have  replied  to  thofe 
who  adviled  him  to  lave  himfclfi,  It  fball  never  be 
fald  that  a  Dowglafs  quitted  his  pojl  ivithout  order  : 
Which  words  he  failed  not  to  make  good  ; 
for  when  the  reit  of  the  defendants  fhifted 
for  themfelvesj  he  remained  on  board.,  and 
was  burnt  together  with  the  fhip.  This  was* 
fuch  an  inftance  of  heroick  bravery.,  as  can 
hardly  be  matched  by  any  other  hiftories 
than  thofe  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome. 

Tho*  the  court  of  England  was  too  fecure, 
and  took  no  effectual  meafures  to  prevent  a 
furprize  ;  yet  this  attempt  could  not  perhaps 
have  fucceeded  fo  well,  had  not  the  Dutch , 
by  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  gained  fuch 
a  fpeedy  paffage  up  the  river,  as  almoit  pre¬ 
vented  the  news  of  their  coming. 

However,  the  vanity  of  Cornelius  De  Wit , 
who  (as  we  laid)  was  prefent  at  the  action, 
was  increafed  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  hazar¬ 
dous  undertaking  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
caufed  (or  at  leaft  permitted)  his  pidiure  to 
be  hung  up  in  the  council-chamber  of  the 
ifadt-houfe  at  Don  (where  he  had  been  bur- 
ghomafter)  by  which  he  was  reprefented  as 
a  hero  with  a  river  full  of  burning  fhips 
on  the  one  hand,  and  a  Cornu  Cop! ,e  on 
the  other  j  fignifying  the  adtion  of  Chatham 
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and  the  peace  that  fucceeded  it.  But  this  be¬ 
ing  afterwards  alledged,  as  one  ground  of  the 
following  war,  and  the  burghers  of  Don  com¬ 
ing  to  underhand  that  the  king  of  England 
refented  the  inlolence  of  the  pidture  fo  high¬ 
ly,  they  tore  it  in  pieces,  nailing  the  head  to 
the  gallows,  and  the  other  pieces  round  the 
court  of  guard  *.  And  his  perfon  foon  after 
fhared  the  fame  fate  with  his  pidlurc,  he  be¬ 
ing  murthered  by  the  burghers,  and  cut  to 
pieces,  together  with  his  brother  the  penfi- 
oner,  by  the  enraged  mob  at  the  Hague.  And, 
that  no  token  of  the  adtion  at  Chatham  might 
remain,  the  Royal  Charles  was  taken  to  pieces 
by  order  of  the  Bates. 

But  to  proceed.  The  Dutch  having  thus  far 
executed  their  defign  at  Chatham ,  (and  finding 
the  paffage  at  Gravefend  impradiicable)  fell 
down  the  river,  and  made  an  attempt  on 
Landguard-Fort  near  Harwich,  with  fifteen  or 
fixteen  hundred  men  l'upported  by  the  can¬ 
non  of  the  fleet :  But  they  were  beaten  off 
with  confiderable  lofs  by  the  country  mili¬ 
tia. 

To  ballance  this  difgrace  by  fome  other  ex¬ 
ploit,  they  refolved  to  enter  the  river  a  fe- 
condtime.  Accordingly,  De  Ruyter  being  fail¬ 
ed  with  one  part  of  the  fleet  to  the  weft- 
ward,  to  alarm  the  coaft.  Van  Nes3  on  the 
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2 5C‘  of  July,  failed  with  die  other  part  up 
tue  river  as  far  as  the  Hope ,  where  Sir  Ed~ 
ward  Sprag  lay  with  five  frigates,  feventeen 
ire-flups^  snd  ionic  tcncicrs.  Van  Ives  attack- 
mg  him,  a  fnarp  adtion  enfued,  efpecially  be¬ 
tween  the  fire-fhips  ;  and  there  being  but  lit¬ 
tle  wind,  the  Englljh ,  by  towing  their  fliips, 
aded  their  parts  fo  well,  th  at  (as  the  Dutch 
confels )  they  deltrcyed  no  lefs  than  eleven 
or  twelve  fire-fiiips,  with  the  expence  of  but 
fix  orfeven  of  their  own  :  But,  the  wind  ftif- 
fening,  they  were  at  la  It  obliged,  by  the  un¬ 
equal  torce  of  the  enemy,  to  retire  under  the 
cannon  of  'Tilbury- Fort.  Yet  the  next  day,  be¬ 
ing  Wednejday,  the  Englljh,  by  the  means  of 
tiicir  nre-fhips,  attacked  the  Dutch  in  their 
turni  a'id  alter  a  fliort  difpute  forced  them 
to  retreat,  and  fet  fire  to  their  only  fire- 

fmp  that  was  left,  to  prevent  her  being  ta¬ 
ken. 


The  lofs  of  their  fire-fliips,  and  the  defpair 
of  reviving  the  fcene  of  Chatham ,  made  the 
enemies  think  of  notlnng  more  than  how  to 
rejoin  their  companions.  Accordingly,  on 
Thurfday- morning  they  fet  fail,  and  with  much 
difficulty  got  near  the  river’s  mouth  •  bein<~ 
iollovved  at  a  diltance  by  Sir  Edward  Sprag  with 
his  fire-fhips  *. 

The  next  day,  being  in  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  they  were  met  by  another  Englljh  fqua- 

dron, 
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dron,  confiding  of  four  or  five  frigates  and 
fourteen  fire-fliips,  which  came  from  Harwich , 
to  welcome  them  at  their  return.  Thefc  boid 
ly  attacked  them,  and  immediately  grappled 
the  vice-admiral  of  Zealand  and  another  of 
their  men  of  war  •  but  they  both  found  means 
to  efcape  the  danger.,  tho'  about  an  bundled 
of  their  men,,  thro’  the  fright,  leaped  over 
board,  and  were  drowned.  The  rear-admi¬ 
ral  of  Zealand ,  being  threatened  with  a  fire- 
fnip,  and  feeking  to  efcape,  ftruck  on  the 
ground,  and  was  fo  damaged,  that,  being  no 
longer  able  to  keep  the  Sea,  (lie  was  lent 

home. 

Thefe  attempts  of  the  enemy  in  the  ri¬ 
vers  of  Thames  and  Medway ,  tho  favoured 
with  fome  fuccefs ;  yet,  if  confidered  in  all 
their  circumftances,  cannot  perhaps  efcape 
the  cenfure  of  raflmefs.  And  tis  probable 
that  the  ftates  would  not  have  been  very  for¬ 
ward  to  run  Tuch  manifeft  hazards  (contra¬ 
ry  to  the  opinion  of  their  experienced  ad¬ 
miral  De  Ruyter )  had  they  not  been  ftrongly 
influenced  by  the  counfels  of  the  De  Wits 3 
whofe  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Orange ,  and  the 
Englljh  nation,  had  qualified  them  to  be  made 
the  tools  of  the  French  court:  Which  po¬ 
litick  court,  having  formed  defigns  againft 
the  Spanijh-Netherlands ,  that  might  have  proved 
prejudicial  both  to  Holland  and  England ,  fought 
nothing  more  than  by  fuch  attempts  to  caufe  a 
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lifting  hatred  and  diltruft  between  thofe  two 
nations,  which,  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
war,  were  molt  concerned  to  unite  and  oppofe 
them.  And  tho’  the  refcntment  of  the  Englljh 
court,  occalioned  by  the  bufmefs  of  Chatham , 
was  not  fo  ltiong  as  to  prevent  their  enter¬ 
ing  into  an  alliance  loon  after  with  Holland 
and  Sweden,  in  order  to  check  thole  ambiti¬ 
ous  defigns  of  France  •  yet  there  is  great  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  it  was  none  of  the  lealt  mo¬ 
tives  which  at  la  It  dilpofed  them  to  break 
that  Triple  Alliance :  As  may  appear  by  the  fe- 
quel. 

While  the  Dutch  loitered  before  the  river 
and  at  Torbay ,  without  effedling  any  thing  re¬ 
markable,  the  Englljh  found  means  by  their 
privateers  and  a  fquadron  of  frigates,  com¬ 
manded  by  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith ,  in  the  North-Sea, 
abundantly  to  repair  the  damage  1'ultained  at 
Chatham ,  by  taking  great  *  numbers  of  their 
merchant-lhips,  bound  from  the  Baltick  and 
Norway,  as  alfo  from,  and  to  France,  Spain, 
Portugal  and  the  Str eights  :  And  fome  Englljh 
frigates  took  a  man  of  war,  called  Met  Raad- 
huys  van  Haerlem ,  which  was  going,  with  home 
others,  to  rejoin  their  fleet. 

This  proved  the  laft  adtion  of  the  war.  For 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1667.  the  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded,  and  figned  at  Breda,  after  two  gene¬ 
ral  engagements,  wherein  the  Englljh  were 

ccnfels’d 
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confefs’d  to  be  vi&orious ;  and  a  third,  where¬ 
in  the  victory  appears  to  have  been  unde¬ 
cided  j  befides  the  actions  in  the  Vlie,  and  at 
Chatham,  whereof  the  latter  made  the  greater 
noife ;  but  the  former  was,  in  itfelf,  a  far 
greater  advantage.  For,  tho’  the  ruin  of  the 
town  and  fhips  was  no  profit  to  the  English ; 
yet  the  lofs  the  Hollanders  buffered,  on  that 
occafion,  was,  perhaps,  more  confiderable  than 
that  of  the  Englijh ,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  this  war. 

By  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  French  were 
obliged  to  reftore  all  that  they  had  taken 
from  the  Englijh  in  the  IVefi-lndics  ■,  and  it 
was  agreed,  between  the  Englijh  and  the  Hol¬ 
landers,  that  whatever  forts  or  colonies  were 
in  the  pofTeffion  of  either  party,  before  the 
20th  of  May,  (being  the  time  when  the  trea¬ 
ty  began)  fhould  be  kept ;  but  that  whatever 
might  happen  to  be  taken  afterwards  fhould 
be  reftored.  ’Twas  likewife  agreed,  (for  per¬ 
petuating  the  peace  between  the  crown  of 
England  and  the  Dutch  republick)  That  all 
offences,  injuries,  damages  and  Ioffes,  fuftain- 
ed  on  either  iide,  during  this  war,  or  at  any 
time  before,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever, 
fhould  be  totally  expunged,  and  buried  in  ob¬ 
livion.  By  this,  and  the  foregoing  article, 
the  Dutch  were  allowed  to  keep  pofTeffion  of 
Ambolna  and  Fooleroon  •  and  the  Englijh  were 
confirmed  in  the  pofTeffion  of  New-Net herland, 

and 
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and  whatever  elfe  they  had  taken  by  way  of 
xeprifal  from  the  Dutch  :  Cut  Surinam ,  which 
was  retaken  by  Sir  John  Harman ,  after  the  20th 
of  Maj ,  was  reftored,  by  virtue  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  claufe  of  the  foregoing  article.  In  fine.* 
to  prevent  all  difputes  between  the  two  Eafi - 
India  Companies,  it  was  farther  agreed^  That 
commiflioners  fhouid  meet.,  in  order  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  India- trade  to  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Such  was  the  fuccefs  of  this  fecond  war  of 
the  Eng  Ufa  again  ft  Holland,  affifted  by  the  con¬ 
federate  powers  of  France  and  Denmark  $  which 
was  rendered  the  more  remarkable  by  the 
incidents  or  the  great  contagion,  and  fire  of 
London,  wherein  the  prodigious  lofs  of  people 
and  treafure  was  alone  iufficient  to  have 
funk  the  fpirlts  of  any  nation  lefs  refolved 
than  the  Englljh . 

file  peace  was  followed  by  the  perpetual  edict , 
by  which  the  office  of  ftadt  holder  was  for  ever 
aboiifhed  within  the  United  Provinces ,  and  the 
captain  or  admiral-general  obliged  to  lwear 
never  to  accept  it ^  if  at  any  time  it  fhouid 
be  offered  by  any  of  the  provinces.  It  feems 
the  faction  of  the  De  Wits  found  this  the 
firft  favourable  opportunity ;  havings  till  now^ 
been  prevented  either  by  the  power  of  the 
Orange- party,,  or  by  their  fear  of  the  king  of 
England's  inclination  to  fupport  the  intereft  of 
his  nephew^  the  young  prince. 
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Peace  being  reftored  to  Europe 3  the  naval 
war  foon  transferred  itfelf  into  Africa .  For, 
the  Algerines  having  lately  committed  fome 
hoitiiities  againft  the  fubje&s  both  of  Engla?icL 
and  Holland,  Sir  Thomas  Allen  was  lent  with  a 
fquadron  in  the  year  1669,  who  block'd  up 
Algiers ,  taking  and  deftroying  feveral  of 
their  fhips. 

In  the  mean  time,  fix  of  thofe  Corfalrs,  from 
thirty-four  to  forty  guns,  being  chafed  by  a 
D/^-fquadron,  under  the  command  of  Van 
Ghent ,  and  retiring  towards  their  own  coaft, 
would  probably  have  efcaped,  had  not  four  or 
five  Englljh  frigates,  under  commadore  Beach, 
come  in  to  the  affiltance  of  the  Dutch ,  and,  af¬ 
ter  a  cicfe  chafe,  obliged  them  to  run  a-ground  : 
which  fituation,  being  attack’d  by  the  Eng- 
UJh  and  Dutch  in  their  boats,  they  were  all 
taken,  after  being  left  by  their  men  ;  and 
a  great  number  of  chriftian  flaves,  of  different 
nations,  were  releafed.  The  Englljh  comma¬ 
dore  prefented  fixteen  Dutch  (laves  to  Van  Ghent 3 
and  received,  by  way  of  exchange,  twenty 

Englljh.  But  the  fhips,  being  leaky,  were 
burnt. 

The  fame  year,  fome  EngilJI )  frigates  at¬ 
tack’d  feven  of  the  enemy’s  belt  fhips  near  Cape- 
Gaeta .  The  admiral  and  vice-admiral  of  the 
Barbarians  carried  fifty-fix  guns  each,  the 
rear-admiral  fixty,  and  the  ieaft  of  the  reft 
forty  ;  .But,  after  a  fharp  fight.,  the  vice-ad¬ 
miral 
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admiral  was  funk,  and  the  reft  retired  very 
much  difabled.  And  captain  Kempthorn,  (af¬ 
terwards  Sir  John)  being  attack’d  alone,  by 
feven  of  thofe  Cor  [air  s5  defended  himfelf  fo 
well,  that  he  funk  two  or  three,  and  put 
the  reft  to  flight. 

The  Algerines  continuing  obftinate,  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Sprag  appeared  in  the  year  1670,  before 
their  capital,  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war 
and  frigates,*  but  having  cruifed  fome  days, 
without  receiving  any  fatisfacftory  anfwer  to 
his  demands,  he  failed  from  thence  with  fix  fri¬ 
gates  and  three  fire-lhips,  to  make  an  attempt 
on  a  confiderable  number  of  thofe  Corfairs 
which  lay  in  the  haven  of  Bugla .  By  the  wa y, 
he  loft  the  company  of  two  of  his  fire-fliips  ; 
yet,  not  difcouraged  by  this  accident,  he  perfift- 
ed  in  his  refolution.  Being  come  before  the 
place,  he  broke  the  boom  at  the  entrance  of 
the  haven,  forced  the  Barbarians  a-ground 
and  (notwithftanding  the  fire  of  the  caftle) 
burnt  feven  of  their  fliips  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty-four  guns,  together  with  three  priz¬ 
es  :  After  which  he  deftroyed  another  of  their 
ihips  of  war  near  Tadellis . 

Thefe  and  other  misfortunes  caufed  fuch  a 
tumult  among  the  Barbarians  that  they  mur- 
thered  their  Dey ,  and  chofe  another,  by  whom 
the  peace  was  concluded  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  the  EngliJhj  on  the  <?th  of  December  in  the 
lame  year* 


Soon 
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Soon  after  this,  there  happened  a  third  war 
with  the  Dutch,  which  had  like  to  have  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  to  their  republick :  In  what  manner, 
and  upon  what  grounds,  is  now  to  be  re¬ 
lated. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1667,  the  French 
king,  on  pretence  of  the  right  of  his  queen, 
who  was  daughter  to  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  (not¬ 
withstanding  his  renunciation  of  all  right  and 
title  to  any  part  of  the  Spanijh  dominions  by 
the  Pyrenean  'treaty')  fell  into  the  Spanijh-JSfe- 
therlands  with  a  mighty  army,  ravaged  feve- 
ral  of  the  provinces,  and  took  Charleroy,  Oa- 
denard,  Aeth,  Courtray  and  Lijle ,  to  the  endan¬ 
gering  of  Holland.  Whereupon,  to  prevent 
his  further  progrefs,  the  court  of  England  en¬ 
tered  into  a  ftrict  defenlive  league  with  the 
Dutch ,  into  which  the  king  of  Sweden  being 
afterwards  admitted,  it  was  called  the  Triple 
Alliance.  By  this  means,  the  French  were  Hop¬ 
ed  in  their  career,  and  a  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
at  Aix,  in  the  end  of  April,  1 668. 

The  ftates-generai  having  been  zealous  in 
forming  the  Triple  Alliance  (as  being  more 
nearly  concerned  in  the  prefervation  of  the 
Spanijb-Nethtrlands  than  any  others}  the  French 
king,  who  founcT  all  his  projedis  were  bro¬ 
ken  by  it,  foon  came  to  a  refolution  to  take 
his  revenge  on  the  Dutch.  With  this  view, 
he  fet  all  his  engines  at  work,  to  hinder  the 

execution 
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execution  of  the  alliance,  and  even  (was  it 
poflible)  to  difpofe  the  court  of  England  to 
come  into  his  meafures  for  humbling  that 
nation,  A  plan  of  the  defign  was  commu¬ 
nicated  (as  feme  fuppofe  by  the  duchefs  of 
Orleans,  king  Charles's  filter)  and  fuch  effec¬ 
tual  means  were  ufed  to  induce  the  king  to 
approve  jt,  that  at  lalt  the  French ,  depending 
on  the  affiitance  of  England,  began  to  put 
the  deilgn  in  execution. 

^  ^  ftep  they  took  was  the  laying 
neavy  impoffs  on  the  Dutch  commodities  in 
France  -  which  impofts  were  continued^  not- 
withftanding  all  the  complaints  and  remon- 
trances  of  the  flates.  Hereupon^  the  itates 
prohibited  the  importation  of  French  brandy 
and  manufactures  into  the  XJnlted  Yr  ovine  es  ^ 
and  taking  umbrage  at  a  rumour  of  the  French 
king  s  delign  to  march  towards  Dunkirk  with 
a  conliderable  army  (which  feemed  to  threa¬ 
ten  Dutch  Flanders  and  'Zealand )  they  brought 
to  Sea  a  powerful  fleet  to  obferve  his  motions^ 
aiter  having  invited  England  to  do  the  like. 

This  fleet  lying  before  Domburg  on  their 
own  coaft,  under  the  command  of  the  ad¬ 
miral  Van  Ghent,  it  happened  Aug.  xz,  ibyr. 
that  a  yatch  called  the  Merlin ,  with  the 
king  of  England’s  flag.,  failing  from  the  Maefe 
for  England,  paifed,  either  delignedly  or  by 
accident,  through  the  midit  of  them :  To 
which  the  Dutch  admiral  refilling  to  ftrike, 
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he  was  fired  upon  by  the  Englijh  captain. 
The  want  of  refpebt  to  the  royal  flag  was 
much  refented  by  the  court  of  England ,  and 
the  captain  of  the  yatch  was,  at  his  return, 
rewarded  with  a  gold  chain,  for  fo  boldly  vin¬ 
dicating  the  honour  of  the  crown. 

Yet  perhaps  this  difference  might  eafily 
have  been  accommodated,  had  not  a  rupture 
with  Holland  been  already  agreed  on  between 
the  two  crowns.  For  tho’  this  refufal  of  the 
Dutch  admiral  to  ftrike  was  contrary  to  the 
meaning  or  intention  of  the  treaties  fubfift- 
ing  between  the  nations  (forafmuch  as  ftrik- 
ing  mult  be  underftood  to  be  required  as 
an  honour  to  the  flag,  by  what  king’s  fhip 
foever  it  be  carried)  yet  the  words  of  thofe 
treaties  feemed  to  require  ftriking  only  to 
men  of  war. 

On  occafion  of  this  difference,  the  French 
king  offered  his  mediation  ,•  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  ftates.  This  offer,  which  feems 
to  have  been  defigned  to  render  the  Dutch  fe- 
cure,  by  removing  their  jealoufy  of  the  French 
preparations  by  land,  was  not  without  its 
effe<ff  :  So  that  the  faction  of  the  De  Wits , 
(which  ftill  fate  at  the  helm)  appear  to  have 
been  over-reached  by  much  the  fame  arti¬ 
fice  they  had  ufed  with  king  Charles •  whom 
they  firfl  laid  afleep  by  a  treaty  of  peace, 
after  repeated  proteffations  of  their  inclina¬ 
tion  to  it,  and  averfion  to  war ;  and  then, 

took 
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took  the  opportunity  to  enter  the  river.  What 
fuccefs  this  finenefs  of  the  French  had  after¬ 
wards,  when,  attacking  the  Dutch  by  land, 
they  made  fuch  incredible  progreffes,  may  be 
leen  in  other  authors :  Our  delign  confines 
us  chiefly  to  the  Sea. 

About  this  time,  a  medal  was  ftruck  in 
France ,  expreffing  the  defigns  and  pretenfions 
of  the  two  confederate  kings,  with  regard 
to  the  projected  war.  On  the  one  fide,  was 
reprefented  the  fun  drawing  forth  vapours 
from  the  bogs,  with  this  motto,  Evexl  fed 
difcutiam  ;  I  have  raifed  them,  but  will  fcat- 
ter  them ;  reflecting  on  the  fervice  former¬ 
ly  done  the  Dutch ,  by  the  arms  of  France ,  in 
helping  to  raifc  them  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  gran¬ 
deur  ;  and  likewife,  the  prefent  defign  of 
France  to  humble  them.  On  the  reverfe 
were  the  moon  and  fea,  with  thefe  words, 
Jldlhi  foil  cbtemperat  esFquor,  Me  alone  the  Sea 
obeys ;  denoting  the  ancient  pretenfion  of 
England  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  adjacent 
Seas. 

The  French  court,  the  more  effectually  to 
engage  the  king  of  England  on  their  fide, 
had,  it  feems,  difeovered  a  propofal  lately 
made  to  them  by  the  penfioner  De  Wit,  for 
forming  a  confederacy  againft  England :  Which 
double-dealing  of  the  penfioner,  joined  with 
the  king’s  refentment  of  the  late  conduct 
of  the  Dutch,  in  the  affair  of  Chatham,  their 
e  —  want 
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want  of  refpecft  to  his  flag,  the  perpetual  edict, 
affronts  from  Cornelius  de  IVit  and  the  rabble 
in  Holland,  the  neglecf  of  fending  commifi- 
fioners  for  regulating  the  Eaft- India- trade,  as 
was  ftipulated  in  the  late  treaty  of  Breda, 
together  with  fome  fecret  interefts  and  en¬ 
gagements,  ftruck  thofe  fparks,  that  after¬ 
wards  produced  lo  great  a  flame.  Tho’  fome 
of  thefe  incentives  were.,  perhaps,  too  much 
exaggerated  by  the  penfioners,  and  emiffaries 
of  France ;  yet  the  Englijh  court  thought  pro. 
per  to  begin  the  war,  without  any  formal 
declaration,  as  againft  people,  who,  by  non¬ 
performance  of  articles,  had  made  void  the 
former  treaties. 

Sir  Robert  Holms ,  who  began  the  reprifals 
which  were  the  forerunners  of  the  late  war, 
was  pitched  upon  to  ltrike  the  firft  ftroke 
of  this,  by  attacking  the  Dutch  Smyrna ,  and 
Id  sb  on- fleets* 

The  Dutch ,  having  fome  fufpicion  of  this 
defign,  had  lent  out  feveral  veifels  to  order 
thofe  fleets  to  avoid  the  Channel,  and  to  return 
by  the  North  of  Scotland.  But,  when  the  firft 
of  thofe  advice-boats  met  them,  they  were  al¬ 
ready  fo  far  advanced,  that  ’twas  judged  very 
difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  change  their 
courfe  againft  the  wind.  They  therefore  re- 
folved  to  follow  their  courfe  thro’  the  Channel 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  put  themfelves  into 
as  good  a  potture  of  defence  as  pollible.  Ac« 

O  eordingly. 
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cordingly,  the  merchant-fhips,  being  feventy- 
oncjj  nr  (according  to  Montanus )  eighty-two 
in  number,  convoyed  by  fix  men  of  war,  af¬ 
ter  having  thrown  great  quantities  of  goods 
over-board,  to  clear  the  decks,  divided  them- 
felves  into  three  fquadrons,  each  guarded  by 
two  men  of  war,  and  together  forming  a 
femi-circle  or  half-moon. 

The  fuddennefs  of  their  approach  was  the 
caufe,  that  they  found  the  Englljh  unprovid¬ 
ed  ;  the  fquadron  defigned  for  the  attack  not 
being  all  ready.  Only  feven  or  eight  frigates 
were  in  a  condition  to  put  to  Sea  :  A  force 
little  fuperior  to  the  Dutch  convoy.  Yet 
with  thefe  ?twas  refolved  to  begin  the  at¬ 
tack,  and,  if  poffible,  to  diforder  and  detain 
them,  till  a  reinforcement  could  come  up. 

At  the  back  of  the  ifle  of  Wight,  March  13; 
167^  the  Englljh  with  their  fmall  fquadron 
and  three  ketches,  got  fight  of  the  Dutch , 
who  (as  the  Englljh  accounts  fay)  neglebied  to 
ftrike  their  flags,  and  lower  their  top-fails,  at 
the  firing  of  the  firft  fhot  ;  whereupon.  Sir 
Robert  fired  a  fecond,  upon  which,  they  lower¬ 
ed  their  top-fails ;  but  ftill  refufed  to  ftrike 
their  flags.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Robert  com¬ 
ing  up  with  Adrian  de  Haas ,  a  Z ealand  cap¬ 
tain,  who  was  commadore  of  the  Dutch  con¬ 
voy,  called  to  him  to  come  on  board :  Which 
he  refufing,  and  fending  one  of  his  under- 
cfficers  in  his  itead.  Sir  Robert  faluted  him 
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With  a  broad-fide.  Upon  this,  a  (harp  en¬ 
gagement  enfued  between  very  unequal  par* 
ties.  My  lord  Qjjory  engaged  another  Dutch 
captain,  called  Du  Rois ;  and  tne  reft  fell  oiq 
where  they  faw  the  belt  advantage,  ltriving 
with  their  utmoxt  force  and  skill  to  dilorder 
the  Dutch  fquadrons.  The  convoys,  on  the 
contrary,  did  theit  belt,  and  the  merchant- 
fhips  (among  which  were  many  that  were 
well  furniflied  with  cannon,  and  as  fit  for 
battery,  as  molt  of  the  Englljh  frigates)  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  weaknefs  of  the  affaiiants, 
were  not  backward  to  fecond  their  convoys. 
The  combat  (which  refembled  that  ol  the 
fword-fifh  and  the  whale)  ialted  with  great 
fury  above  two  hours,  tilt  about  an  hour  palt 
fun-fet,  when  the  darknefs  put  an  end  to 
it,  after  the  Dutch  commadore,  De  Haas ,  had 
been  killed  by  Sir  Robert. 

The  following  day,  the  EngUjh  being  re¬ 
inforced  by  four  other  frigates,  and  a  ketch 
or  two,  renewed  the  light.  Sir  Robert  again 
attack'd  the  fhip  of  De  Haas ,  which  was 
commanded  by  the  fecond  captain ;  And  my 
lord  Qjjory  boarded  Da  £o?s3  who,  upon  that 
occaiion,  lolt  his  left  hand.  But  the  Englijh, 
having  to  do  with  fuch  multitudes,  could 
gain  no  confiderable  advantage  that  morning. 
Sir  Robert ,  however,  not  being  eafily  dis¬ 
couraged,  and  refolving,  tho?  wounded,  not 
altogether  to  iofe  his  errand,  made  a  third 
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and  more  defperate  attack  in  the  afcernoon, 
with  eight  fhips  ;  which  were  then  his  whole 
force,  the  reft  having  been  fent  home  dis¬ 
abled.  This  laft  effort  Succeeded  So  well,  that 
he  cut  off  from  the  line  a  man  of  war  of 
fifty-four  guns,  which  he  boarded  and  took, 
after  a  flout  refiftance,  the  captain  himlelf, 
and  many  of  his  men,  being  killed  in  the  ac¬ 
tion.  But  the  Prize ,  having  received  Several 
Shots  under-water,  funk  Scon  after.  Then 
attacking  the  merchant-fhips  that  were  near- 
eft,  he  took  two,  very  richly  laden,  from 
Smyrna  and  Mejfina,  together  with  two  or 
three  others  of  lefs  value.  But,  this  being 
after  Sun-Set,  the  EngHJIi  could  reap  no  more 
fruit  of  the  advantage  they  had  gained  ;  and 
the  Dutch  found  means  to  efcape,  by  favour 
of  the  night. 

On  this  occafion,  Montanus ,  a  noted  Dutch 
hiftorian,  tells  us.  That  his  countrymen  gain¬ 
ed  much  honour,  by  having  So  bravely  defend¬ 
ed  themSelves  againft  Seventeen  ttout  Englijh 
Blips.  It  Seems,  he  reckons  the  ketches,  to 
make  up  the  number.  It  mult,  however, 
be  confeSs’d,  that  the  Dutch  behaved  them- 
felves  very  well,  and  that  the  Englijh  Suffered 
considerably  in  this  bold  adtion.  But  Mon¬ 
tanus  miftakes,  in  Saying,  my  lord  OJfory  was 
killed  :  For  ’tis  well  known,  that  he  out¬ 
lived  the  war,  of  which  this  action  was  but 
a  beginning. 

The 
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The  ill-humour  of  the  Englijh  court,  with 
regard  to  the  Dutch,  was  loon  alter  incteafed 
by  news  from  th e  Eaft- Indies.  For  the  Englljh- 
Company ,  having  laid  out  great  films  in  pre- 
fents  to  the  court  of  Japan ,  loft  their  money, 
and  failed  of  a  (hare  in  that  profitable  trade,, 
through  the  reprefentations  of  the  Dutch-Corn-* 
panjy  importing,  that  king  Charles  had  married 
the  Infanta  of  Portugal ,  and  entered  into  an 
alliance  with  that  nation,  which,  of  all  o- 
thers,  is  the  moft  odious  to  the  Japanefe . 

The  attack  of  the  Dutch  Smyrna ,  and  Lisbon 
fleets,  was  foon  followed  by  a  declaration  of 
war  on  the  fide  of  England  3  partly  founded 
on  the  reafons  above-mentioned  5  and  this  was 
followed  by  another  declaration,  on  the  pair 
of  France . 

War  being  declared,  the  preparations,  on 
both  fides,  were  made  with  ail  poffible-  dilL 
gence.  The  Dutch ,  partly  to  be  the  fooner 
ready,  and  partly  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  rich  merchant-fhips,  as  were  taken  in 
the  firft  war,  were  again  content  to  forbid 
all  trade,  to  the  great  impoverifhment  of  the 

country. 

In  England ,  tho’  the  court  were  very  zea¬ 
lous  for  profecuting  the  war,  with  the  utmoft 
vigour  j  yet  the  people  in  general  were  averfe 
to  it.  They  were  jealous  of  the  growing  am¬ 
bition  of  France 7  and  torefaw  that  the  ruin 
of  Holland  would  equally  tend  to  the  weaken - 
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ing  of  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  the  in- 
ctcaie  of  tiie  French  power.  This  was  the 
caufe  that  feveral  of  the  braveft  and  molt  ex¬ 
perienced  officers,,  who  had  fignalized  them- 
leivcs  in  the  former  wars_,  either  declined  the 
fervice  or  engaged  in  it  very  unwillingly : 
And  iuch  notions.,  being  fpread  among  the 
common  Sea-men,,  cauled  the  lervice  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  become  odious. 

ASj  by  thefe  incidents,,  the  Englifl)  Sea- 
forces  were  rendered  lefs  formidable  in  them- 
felvesj  10  they  became  yet  weaker  by  being 
joined  with  allies^  who  were  not  only  novices 
in  Sea-fights^  bat  had  too  limited  a  commiffion  ; 
i  oig  it  feems,  the  French  court,  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  their  great  fucceffes  by  land.,  look¬ 
ing  upon  Holland  as  a  certain  conqueft,,  gave 
no  orders  to  their  fquadron  to  fecond  the 
Engiijhj  as  was  expended  ;  being  content  rather 
tiiat  the  Exglifrj  fhould  be  lofers,,  than  that 
the  Dutch- fleets  which  they  almoft  counted  as 
their  owrij  fhould  fuffer. 

Tfiere  was  hkewife  one  incident,  which  ren- 
deiCa  the  Dutch  ftronger  at  Sea  than  could 
have  been  imagined.  'T is  well  known  that 
the  party  of  the  De  Wits  had  at  this  time 
1? it.  management  of  altairs  in  the  JJnlted  Pro¬ 


unices,  XjiCie  De  Wits  wrere  fworn  enemies 
to  the  houie  of  Orange 3  chiefly  in  revenge 
vt  tneir  father  Jacob  De  Wit’s  imprifonment 
m  the  ho ufe  of  LoeveJIeln  $  from  whence  their 
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fa&ion  took  the  name  of  the  Loeveftein  Party, 
Wherefore,  the  young  prince  of  Orange  being 
in  the  beginning  oi  this  war  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  thofe  politick  gentlemen 
are  faid  to  have  advifed  the  ftrengthening  of 
the  Sea-forces,  to  the  weakening  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  with  defign  to  expofe  the  young  prince 
to  feme  difgrace,  upon  his  entering  on  his 
command  *. 

During  this  war,  was  clearly  feen  the  vail 
growth  of  the  riches  and  power  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces ,  fince  the  infant  itate  of  their  re- 
publick.  For  whereas  in  the  time  of  William 
I.  of  Orange ,  they  could  not  have  credit  tor 
fourteen  thouiand  guilders,  but  upon  promife 
of  repaying  double  the  fum  ;  and  were  forc¬ 
ed  to  pawn  the  bells  of  the  Hague  on  ano¬ 
ther  occafion,  for  railing  the  fum  of  fifteen 
hundred  guilders,-  yet  ’tis  computed  that,  in 
this  dangerous  itate  of  their  affairs,  they  raif- 
ed  yearly  no  lets  than  fixty  millions  of  guilders, 
or  about  five  millions  and  an  half  iterling. 

The  Englijh  fleet,  being  ready,  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  joined  by  a  French  fquadron  under  com¬ 
mand  of  the  count  D’  Efirees .  The  confe¬ 
derates  were  divided  into  three  fquadrons, 
viz,3  the  Red  commanded  by  the  duke  of  York 
as  chief- admiral,  in  the  center,  the  White  (or 
French  fquadron)  under  the  count  D'  Efirees 
vice-admiral  of  France ,  on  the  right,  and  the 

O  4  Blue 
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Blue  under  the  earl  of  Sandwich  on  the  left. 
There  is  a  great  difference  among  the  Dutch 
hiftorians,  in  their  accounts  of  the  ftrength 
of  both  parties.  Montanas  tells  us  that  the 
EngllJI)  had  alone  an  hundred  and  fixteen  fhips, 
moil  of  them  large,  befides  twenty-four 
ketches;  and  that  the  French  were  forty-eight 
fail  of  ftout  fhips  *.  This  author,  it  fee  ms, 
to  make  up  a  number,  reckons  men  of  war 
and  fire-fhips,  vi&uallers  and  hofpital-fhips, 
without  diftin&ion.  But  monf.  De  Neufville, 
in  his  hiftory  of  Holland ,  fays  the  EngllJI)  had  but 
fix ty -five  men  of  war,  and  the  French  thirty- 
fix,  befides  twenty-two  fire-fhips :  Which  a  - 
grees  with  the  EngllJI)  account. 

The  Hollanders  (according  to  Mont  anus )  had 
no  more  than  feventy-five  fail  of  men  of  war, 
twenty-three  fire-fhips  and  fourteen  yatches. 
But  the  author  of  Tromp's  life,  (who  writ 
fince,  and  was  either  more  fincere  or  bet¬ 
ter  informed)  fays  they  had  ninety-one  men 
of  war,  forty-four  fire-lhips  and  twenty-three 
yatches  ;  being  in  all  an  hundred  fifty-eight 
fail.  And  tis  remarkable,  that  tho’  another 
noted  Dutch  author  t  thinks  fit  to  follow  the 
report  of  the  EngllJI)  being  an  hundred  and 
fixteen  men  of  war,  and  the  Dutch  but  fe- 
venty-four  or  five,  yet  he  makes  the  number 
of  guns  almoft  equal,*  that  of  the  Englljh  be- 

ing 
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ing  four  thoufand  ninety-two,  and  that  of 
the  Dutch  four  thoufand  twenty-nine. 

The  confederate  fleet  lying  at  anchor  in 
Sotildbay ,  May  27 ,  1672.  the  wind  N.  E.  a 
ftiif  gale  ?tis  credibly  reported,  that  the  earl 
of  Sandwich  being,  with  the  other  flag-officers, 
invited  to  an  entertainment  a-board  the  duke 
Of  York's  fhip,  took  the  liberty,  in  the  midlt 
of  their  jollitry,  to  fay.  That  the  fleet  was 
in  danger  of  being  fur  prized,  as  the  wind 
then  flood,  and  that  therefore  3twas  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  they  ought  to  weigh  anchor,  and 
put  out  to  Sea:  Whereupon,  the  duke,  by  a 
iudden  reply,  feeming  to  refle<fl  on  this  cau¬ 
tion  of  the  earl,  as  the  effeeft  of  fear,  ?tis  laid,  it 
caufed  in  him  fuch  a  refentment,  as  was  fuppo- 
fed  to  have  occafioned  the  lofs  both  of  himfelf 
and  his  {hip  in  the  following  engagement. 

The  event,  however,  foon  difeovered  the 
prudence  of  the  curbs  advice  :  For  the  follow-* 
ing  day,  between  two  and  three  in  the  morn-? 
ing,  the  fcout-fhips,  by  firing  their  cannon, 
gave  notice  of  the  enemy’s  approach.  Where¬ 
upon,  the  confederates,  cutting  their  cables, 
ranged  themfelves  in  as  good  order  as  the 
time  would  permit.  The  refolution  of  the 
earl  of  Sandwich  (who  failed  almoft  alone  to 
keep  off  the  enemy)  joined  with  a  hidden 
calm,  faved  the  fleet  ,*  which  otherwife  would 
have  been  endangered  by  the  fire-fhips» 
So  that  we  piay  fay  of  this  noble  earl,  that 
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as  he  was  the  chief  caufe  of  the  defeat  given 
to  the  Hollanders  in  the  firlt  fight  of  the  fe- 
cond  war  ,•  !o  he  was  a  principal  cccafion  of 
preventing  the  ruin  of  the  Englijh  and  French 
m  this  remarkable  engagement,  which  was 
the  firft  of  the  third  war.  But  this  his  faith- 
fulnefs  to  his  prince  and  country,  joined  with 
his  refentment  of  the  late  affront,  proved  fa¬ 
tal  to  himfeif;  as  may  appear  by  the  fe- 
quel. 

Souldbay,  the  theatre  on  which  this  naval 
tragedy  was  a&ed,  has  Holland  to  the  South - 
Fafi,  and  lies  extended  North  and  South.  On 
the  North  it  inclines  to  the  Eafi,  and  on  the 
South  to  the  IVefi,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
French ,  who  lay  to  the  South ,  had  more  Sea- 

room  than  the  J?/»e-fquadron,  which  lay  to 
the  North. 

The  Dutch,  who  were  likewife  divided  into 
three  fquadrons,  under  command  of  De  Rujter , 
having  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  which,  af¬ 
ter  the  calm,  was  become  South-Eajl ,  began 
the  engagement  between  feven  and  eight  in 
the  morning.  De  Ruyters  fquadron,  which 
was  in  the  center,  attack’d  the  Red,  com¬ 
manded  by  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  -  who 
was  engaged  with  him,  fhip  to  fhip,  about 
two  hours.  Bunker  t,  who  led  the  van,  abled 
againft  the  White,  or  French-i quadron,  under 
D'EJlrees  ■  and  Fan  Ghent  againft  the  Blue ,  un¬ 
der  the  earl  of  Sandwich. 

The 
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The  earl,  being  advanced  fomewhat  before 
the  others  with  his  brave  fliip,  the  Royal  James , 
carrying  a  hundred  guns,  and  about  eight 
hundred  men,  and  interpofing  himfelf  be¬ 
tween  his,  yet  difordered,  fquadron  and  the 
enemy,  was  firlt  attack’d  by  captain  Brakei 
(the  lame  that  began  the  attack  at  Chatham) 
who  with  his  Ihip,  Great  Holland ,  of  fixty 
guns,  followed  by  a  fire-lhip,  failed  out  of 
De  Ruyters  fquadron,  and  was  foon  feconded 
by  the  whole  fquadron  of  Van  Ghent.  Brakei , 
depending  on  the  affiftance  of  his  friends, 
(who,  coming  off  before  the  wind,  could  bet¬ 
ter  relieve  him,  than  the  Englijh  could  the 
earl  againft  the  wind)  failed  up  boldly,  and 
grappled  his  fnip  fait  to  the  Royal  James. 
While  the  earl  was  encountering  Brakei ,  he 
was  attack’d  by  Van  Ghent ,  with  others  of  the 
enemy’s  men  of  war  and  iire-lhips,  againlt  all 
which,  he  defended  himfelf,  at  lealt,  two 
hours,  killing  Van  Ghent ,  admiral  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fquadron  *,  linking  three  fire-lhips,  and 
a  man  of  war,  that  would  have  laid  him  a- 
board  on  the  other  fide ;  and  at  laft,  having 
difengaged  himfelf  from  Brakel’s  Ihip,  (which 
he  had  reduced  to  the  Hate  of  a  wreck,  ma¬ 
king  himfelf  mailer  above  decks,  wounding 
Brakei ,  killing  and  wounding  aimoft  all  his 
officers,  and  above  two  thirds  of  his  men) 

tis  conceived  he  might  have  made  an  ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourabic  retreat,  and  have  rejoined  his  fqua- 
dron*  But  his  great  foul,  it  feems,  being 
not  able  to  forget  his  yefterday’s  affront, 
and  fcorning  to  live  after  fo  publick  a  re¬ 
flexion  on  his  honour,  he  Hill  continued 
the  unequal  combat,  tho’  not  well  feconded 
by  his  fquadron ;  For  Sir  Jofeph  Jordan ,  his 
vice-admiral,  with  feveral  others,  inttead  of 
relieving  him,  as  they  might  have  done,  fail¬ 
ed  to  the  Rtdy  to  affilt  the  duke  of  Tork ,  who 
about  this  time  was  bafely  deferted  by  the 
French .  Having  thus  defended  himfelt  till  neon, 
and  given  (as  a  certain  Dutch  hiltorian  exprelfes 
it)  the  utmojl  proofs  of  unfortunate  valour ,  a  lourth 
fire-fhip,  covered  by  the  fmoak  of  the  enemy, 
grappled  the  Royal  James  and  let  her  in  a  flame. 
As  for  the  earl  himfelf,  being  unwilling  to 
leave  his  fhip^  whilft  there  was  the  lealt  hope 
of  having  her,  he  was  left  almolt  alone  to 
encounter  the  fire  and  the  enemy  ;  Which 
having  done  for  fome  time  in  vain,  leaping 
through  the  flames  into  the  Sea,  he  ended 
his  life,  to  his  immortal  honour,  and  to  the 
great  regret  of  his  country. 

Thus  revenged  fell  the  brave  earl  of  Sand - 
5 vichy  a  man  of  no  lels  wifdom  than  courage,* 
who  had  (hewn  his  abilities  not  only  in  the 
war  but  in  the  cabinet,  having  with  equal 
praife  difeharged  the  offices  of  admiral  and 
ambaflador.  His  body  disfigured  by  the  flames 
was  found  by  the  Englif and  honourably  in¬ 
terred 
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terred  in  king  Henry  VII’s  chapel  at  the  pub- 
lick  expence. 

’Tis  faid,  that,  during  this  engagement^ 
three  failors,  belonging  to  the  Royal  James, 
ran  up  to  the  main-top-maft-head  of  Brakel' s 
Ihip  and  took  down  his  pendant;  but  that 
Brakel  in  the  mean  time  being  difengaged,  by 
getting  loofe  the  grappling  irons,  they  re-, 
mained  aboard  and  were  made  prifoners. 

The  refpedt  due  to  the  memory  of  fo  great 
a  man,  as  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  obliges  me 
here  to  take  notice  of  a  calumny  of  fome  Dutch 
hiitorians,  who  inform  us  that,  finding  him- 
felf  gaul’d  by  Brakel's  cannon,  he  would  have 
delivered  up  his  (hip,  had  Brakel  carried  a  flag. 
But  as  this  would  have  been  very  different 
from  all  the  a&ions  of  his  life,  fo  ’tis  abun¬ 
dantly  confuted  by  the  obftinate  defence  he 
afterwards  made  againlt  Van  Ghent ,  to  whom 
(as  being  a  flag-officer)  he  might  have  fur- 
rendered  with  lefs  difhonour,  had  he  been  fo 
inclined. 

But  to  proceed.  The  death  of  their  admi¬ 
ral  (who  was  killed  by  the  earl  of  Sandwich ) 
together  with  the  furious  attack  of  part 
of  the  earl’s  fquadron  *,  which  ( tho’  too 
late)  came  in  to  his  refcue,  caufed  foon 
after  fuch  confufion  in  the  fquadron  of  Van 
Ghent ,  that  they  held  off  and  left  the  engage¬ 
ment  for  a  confiderable  time:  Which  gave 

opportunity 
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opportunity  to  the  5/«e-fquadron  to  join  the 
Redy  and  to  affift  the  duke  of  'fork,  who  (af¬ 
ter  he  was  aoandoned  by  the  French )  was  in 
danger  of  being  opprefled  by  two  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fquadrons  under  De  Ruyter  and  Bankert. 
On  this  occafionj  *  Cornelius  Kvertfon ,  the  ad¬ 
miral  of  Zealand,  was  killed.,  and  De  Ruyter 
and  AUemonde  narrowly  efcaped  being  burnt 
by  the  fire-fliips.  But3  Van  Ghent's  fquadron 
coming  at  laft  to  their  afliftancej  the  fight 
went  on  with  greater  fury. 

In  the  mean  time.,  the  French  (who,  as  was 
faidj  compofed  the  /ftoe-fquadron)  inftead  of 
feconding  the  efforts  of  the  Englijh,  ftill  kept 
aloof^  and  left  them  to  encounter  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  with  the  difadvantage  of  two 
to  three.  But,  notwithftanding  this  vaft  ine¬ 
quality  of  numbers,  the  Dutch  hiftorians  agree 
that  the  fight  was  maintained  with  great  fu¬ 
ry  till  night.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fights 
great  havock  was  made  among  the  enemy’s 
fire-fhips,  of  which  five  or  fix  (as  the  Dutch 
themfelves  relate)  were  deftroyed  by  one  En¬ 
gl' ft  man  of  war.  At  la  ft,  the  whole  Dutch 
fleet  being  fcattered  and  in  diforder,  and  Sir 
Jofeph  Jordan  with  the  J3/«<?-fquadron  getting 
the  wind  of  them,  De  Ruyter  s  Blip  was  in  great 
danger  of  being  taken  or  burnt;  But  being 
got  ioofe  from  the  fire-fhip  which  grappled 
her,  that  admiral  took  the  opportunity  to 

draw 
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draw  together  his  fleet,  and  (by  the  confeffion 
of  the  Dutch  hiftorian  who  writ  his  life)  firfl: 
quitted  th  e  place  of  battle,  arid  failed  to  the 

Northward  *. 

This  makes  me  juftly  admire  at  a  certain 
Englijh  writer  f,  who  informs  us  that  the  fight 
ended  about  noon,  after  the  English  had  got¬ 
ten  the  weather-gage  of  the  Dutch. 

Notwithftanding  what  hath  been  faid,  fe- 
veral  of  the  Dutch  hiftorians  boaft  of  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  becaufe  (as  they  report)  the  English 
(who  were  to  the  windward)  did  not  renew 
the  fight  the  next  day.  An  infinuation  too 
frivolous,  confidering  the  behaviour  of  the 
French,  the  day  before. 

But  the  Englijh,  with  much  more  reafon,' 
may  challenge  the  honour  of  the  day,  not 
only  becaufe  their  enemy  left  them  mailers 
of  the  place  of  battle,  but  likewife  becaufe 
(as  the  Dutch  themfelves  confefs)  they  took 
and  carried  off  a  man  of  war,  called  Stave- 
re?!  ;  whereas  the  Dutch  could  fhew  no  token 
of  vi&ory.  For  tho’  they  fay  they  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Catharine ,  which,  being  leaky  and 
in  diftrefs,  had  made  the  fignal  for  help,  yet 
the  leaks  by  their  affiftance  being  flopped,  "they 
confefs  the  Englijh,  who  were  "left  on  board 
retook  and  carried  her  fafe  to  England  jj. 

The 
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The  lateft  Dutch  hiftorians  make  the  lofs  of 
the  Englijh  in  this  battle  not  to  exceed  four 
or  five  men  of  war  (which  account  feems  to 
be  the  truth)  and  confefs  the  lofs  of  three 
of  their  own  j  'viz.,  the  JoJhua  captain  Dik  funk, 
the  Wefiergo  burnt,  and  the  Staveren  captain 
Elzevier  taken,  with  one  ruined,  viz.  Great 
Holland ,  the  ftlip  of  Brakel.  As  for  the  Frenchs 
it  feems  that,  notwithstanding  their  caution, 
they  loft  two  men  of  war,  one  of  which  was 
burnt  and  the  other  funk,  and  had  their  rear- 
admiral,  monfieur  De  la  Rabeniere ,  killed. 

But  fome  of  the  Dutch  authors  (who  writ 
about  the  time  of  the  war)  confefs  the  lofs 
of  but  one  of  their  own  men  of  war,  viz*. 
the  JoJhua ,  and  give  an  account  of  a  fome- 
what  greater  lofs,  on  the  fide  of  the  confe¬ 
derates.  This  they  feem  to  have  taken  up 
on  the  credit  of  common-fame,  which,  at  that 
time  and  the  following  year,  fpoke  loudly  of- 
advantages  gained  at  Sea,  to  make  fome  amends 
for  their  ill  fuccefs  by  land,  and  thereby  to 
keep  up  the  finking  fpirits  of  the  people  t* 
For,  ’tis  particularly  remarkable,  that  the 
news  of  this  battle  came  juft  at  the  time  when 
the  Hollanders  were  in  the  utmoft  conlterna- 
tion,  by  reafon  of  the  lofs  of  IVefel,  Orfoy ,  Btt- 
riky  Rees ,  Emmerik,  and  Rhynberg  ,•  the  lalt  of 
which  was  judged  to  be  of  fuch  importance, 
that  the  pcnfioner  De  Wit ,  on  the  news  ot 

its 
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its  furrender,  is  reported  by  Mont  antis  to  have 
burft  out  in  thefe  words,  Is  Rhynberg  furren - 
dered Then  half  the  country  is  loft.  "There  is  no 
other  way  but  to  agree  with  France  as  well  as 
we  can. 

Nothing  can  give  a  j  utter  idea  of  this  en¬ 
gagement  than  the  teftirnony  of  the  Dutch 
admiral  De  Ruyter ,  who  (according  to  the 
letter  of  Cornelius  De  Wit  to  the  Hates)  de¬ 
clared.,  that  he  had  never  been  in  fo  conti¬ 
nual  and  obflinate  a  fight,  as  happened  on 
the  fide  of  the  Englijh  *. 

When  the  news  of  this  action  reached  the 
Hague ,  tho’  the  ltates  thought  fit  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  report  of  a  vidory,  (following  there¬ 
in  the  advice  of  De  Wit,  rather  than  that  of 
De  Ruyter)  yet  they  made  no  publick  rejoy- 
cings  ;  but  finding  themfelves  fore  preffed 
both  by  Land  and  Sea,  they  refolved  to  dif- 
patch  ambaffadors  to  the  king  of  England , 
to  fue  for  peace.  Thefe  fet  out,  about  the 
middle  of  June,  for  London :  But,  their  propo- 
fals  being  rejected,  they  foon  returned.  The 
demands  infilled  on  by  the  king  (befides  the 
honour  to  be  paid  to  his  flag,  not  only  by 
finglelhips,  but  likewife  by  whole  fleets)  were, 
A  million  of  pounds  Sterling ,  for  reoaration 
of  damages,  and  the  charges  of  the  war  :  Ten 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  for  the  liberty  of  fifli- 
ing  on  the  Britifh  coaft  :  The  fovereignty  of 

P  fuch 
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fuch  of  the  United  Provinces  as  were  not  de¬ 
manded  by  the  confederate  kings  (or^  at  leafl^ 
the  offices  of  perpetual  ftadt-holder^  captain 
and  admiral-general)  for  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  his  male  ifiiie  :  A  fhare  of  the  whole 
Eafi-India  trade  ;  The  poffeffion  of  the  city  of 
Sluys  in  Flanders  •  and  the  illands  of  Cad&ant, 
Walchcren,  Goeree  and  Voorn . 

On  the  fruitlefs  return  of  the  ambaffadors,, 
the  common  people  in  Holland  (efpecially  at 
Dort,  Leyden ,  Delft ,  Tergcinv  and  Haerlem )  were, 
all  tumult  and  confufion.  The  rich  fent 
their  moft  valuable  goods  to  England,  Ham¬ 
burgh,  and  other  places  :  And  the  general 
outcry  waSj  That  their  governors  were  be¬ 
trayers  of  their  country^  and  the  caufes  of  all 
its  misfortunes.  Nor  could  the  pecple  be  in 
any  meafure  appealed^  till  the  ttates  of 
Holland  and  Zealand  declared  the  young 
prince  of  Orange  ftadt-holder,  admiral,  and 
general  of  thofe  two  provinces  ;  and  the 
Itates-general  (tho’  much  againft  the  mind 
of  the  De  Wits )  repealed  the  perpetual  edlft,  and 
conifituted  him  general  and  admiral  of  all 
the  other  provinces.  This  was  looked  upon 
as  the  lalt  and  only  means  of  reftoring  their 
affairs. 

About  this  time,  the  credit  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland  (which  had  been  the  moft 

flourishing  in  Europe)  was  become  fo  low,  that 

their 
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their  bonds  were  difcounted  at  the  rate  0 £ 
70  per  Cent .  lofs. 

Mean  while,  the  confederates  (who  had  ta¬ 
ken  above  eighty  ftrong  towns  and  forts, 
and  extended  their  conquelts,  by  land,  into 
all  the  provinces,  except  only  Zealand)  ap¬ 
peared  with  their  fleet  on  the  coaft  of 
the  laft  mentioned  province  (which,  if  con¬ 
quered,  was  to  have  fallen  to  the  fhare  of 
England)  with  intention  to  make  a  defcent- 
Here  they  found  the  Dutch  fleet :  But,  not 
thinking  proper  to  attack  them  among 
their  fands,  they  deferred  the  execution 
of  their  defign,  and  proceeded  to  block  up 
the  Maefe  and  Texel ;  hoping  by  that  means 
to  draw  the  Hollanders  from  their  advan¬ 
tage. 

Coming  before  the  Texel3  they  formed  a 
defign  againft  the  ifland  of  that  name  ,•  but 
the  execution  is  laid  to  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed  by  an  extraordinary  ebb,  which  kited 
twelve  hours,  to  the  admiration  of  all  intel¬ 
ligent  feamen  ;  The  ebb  is  likewife  faid  to 
have  been  followed  by  a  florin,  which  did 
feme  damage  to  the  fleet. 

After  having  lor  feme  time  alarmed  the 
ccaft,  they  had  the  fortune  to  take  an  Eaft-Indla- 
advice-fiiip,  coming  from  Ceylon ,  with  a  con- 
fiderabie  lading.  By  this  means,  having  got¬ 
ten  intelligence,  that  fourteen  Dutch  Eajfl-fodia 
fliips  were  on  their  way  home,  they  potted 

P  z  them- 
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themfelves  near  the  Doggerfand ,  with  defign 
to  intercept  them.  But  neither  would  this 
delign  fucceed;  for  the  EaftHndia- men  found 
means  to  efcape  into  the  river  Ems.  On 
the  contrary^  a  Zealand  caper  took  an  English 
Eaft-India-fh’vp ,  called  the  Falcon,  and  carried 
her  into  Bergen . 

While  the  confederate  fleet  was  thus  bra¬ 
ving  it  on  the  coaft,  the  detractions,,  among 
the  people  in  Holland ,  revived  and  increafed. 
The  Sea-officers  upbraided  f  each  other  with 
cowardice.,  and  neglebt  of  duty.  And  even 
the  extraordinary  fervices  of  De  Ruyter  could 
hardly  fee ure  him  from  the  rage  of  the  un¬ 
grateful  rabble ;  who  accufed  him,  as  a  be¬ 
trayer  of  his  country.  On  the  17th  of  Ali¬ 
gn  ft  y  the  rage  of  the  people  rofe  to  that  de¬ 
gree  of  madnefsj  that  they  attempted  to  plun¬ 
der  and  demolifh  the  heufe  of  that  brave  pa¬ 
triot,  who  had  ever  been  the  firmed  pillar  of 
the  date  :  And,  could  they  have  feized  his 
perfon,  fis  probable,  their  country  would  the 
next  year  have  wanted  a  deliverer.  This 
happened  at  Amfterdam  :  But  at  the  Hague, 
where  the  innocence  of  the  perfons  accufed 
was  iefs  clear,  the  popular  difeontent  and 
fury  became  more  general,  and  the  event  fa¬ 
tal.  The  penfioner,  John  de  Wit ,  had  long 
been  at  the  head  of  a  party,  which,  tho’  molt 
powerful  in  the  Bate,  had  always  found  ftrong 

oppofition 
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oppofitlon  from  the  body  of  the  people  :  Info- 
much.,  that  even  when  his  miniltry  was  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs,  both  himfelf  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  met  with  feveral  affronts  and  rnoi  t j f ic n ^ 
’Twas  therefore  no  difficult  matter 


nons. 


to  forefee,  that  any  confiderablc  misfortune 
would  precipitate  that  lal!,  which  fuccefs 
could  hardly  prevent.  But  that  his  fall  fhould 
be  attended  with  f’o  tragical  a  fate,  both  of 
himfelf  and  his  brother,  was  matter  of  fur- 
prize  to  all  the  world. 

In  this  dangerous  conjuncture.,  a  refolu- 
tion  was  taken  by  the  itates,  to  leave  no 
means  unattempted,  but  to  make  their  ut- 
moft  efforts  to  refcue  their  diftrefs'd  coun¬ 
try.  In  the  mean  time,,  the  Zealanders  de¬ 
clared,  That  if  all  endeavours  fhould  prove 
vain,  they  would  rather  embrace  the  Englljh 
Liberty ,  than  fubmit  to  the  French  Toke  :  Which 
had  they  done  (by  a  voluntary  furrender  of 
their  province  to  the  crown  ot  England )  5tis 
probable,  that  the  acquifition  of  the  other 
provinces  would  have  been  no  very  conside¬ 
rable  addition  to  the  creatnefs  of  France. 

o 

But  to  proceed.  The  endeavours  of  the 
confederates,  to  draw  the  Dutch  fleet  from 
the  coaft  ct  Zealand ,  having  been  without 
fuccefs,  they  foon  after  returned  to  the  coaft 
of  England ,  and  the  Hollanders  retired  into 
their  ports:  And  thus  ended  the  nav.  i  trank 
actions  of  this  year  in  Europe 
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The  contending  parties  were  not  idle  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Sir  Tobias  Bridges , 
witn  five  or  fix  fliips  and  a  regiment  of  foot 
from  Barbadoes ,  made  himfeif  matter  of  the 
Ifland  of  Tobago ,  taking  about  four  hundred 
prifoners  and  five  hundred  Haves.  On  the 
othei  fide,  the  Dutch  with  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred  men  poffelTed  themfeives  of  the  ifland 
St.  Helena ,  lying  off  the  coalt  of  Africa :  For, 
tne  fort  not  being  defenfibie,  on  the  land-fide, 
the  Engi-ijh  governor  and  his  people,  after  ha- 
\ing  feveral  times  repulfed  the  enemy,  re¬ 
tired  with  all  their  molt  valuable  effe&s  on 
board  feme  EngliJlj  and  French  fliips,  as  find¬ 
ing  it  impoflible  to  prefer ve  the  ifland  after 
tneir  landing.  But  commadore  Aiondy  being 
witii  four  men  of  war  to  convoy  the 
Englijl)  Eajl-±ndia~ii e  e  t ,  and  perceiving,  on  his 
arrival  at  St.  Helena  5  what  had  happened,  re- 
f olved  to  attempt  to  retake  it.  He  was  the 
rather  induced  to  take  this  refolution,  for  want 
of  rrefh  water.  Accordingly,  landing  fome 
men  on  that  fide  of  the  ifland  which  is  moft 
acceflihie,  and  at  the  fame  time  attacking  the 
fort  with  his  flips,  he  eafifiy  fucceeded  in 
his  defign.  The  ifland  being  thus  retaken, 
it  ferved  the  EngliJlj  as  a  net  to  inclofe  and 
take  the  enemy's  mips.  For  a  Dutch  Eafl-In- 
dla  fhip  called  the  Etiropa,  coming  to  St  Hele¬ 
na  with  a  new  governor  on  board,  was  feiz- 
ed.  And  foon  alter,  fix  others  appearing  in 

fight 
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fight  of  the  ifland,  the  Englijh  commadore,  the 
better  to  confirm  them  in  the  opinion.,  that 


their  countrymen  were  ftill  in  poffeffion_,  cauf- 
ed  the  Dutch  flag  to  be  difplayed  from  the  fort ; 
Which  ftratagem  had  fo  good  effect,  that.,  the 
Eaft-India  fhips  approaching  nearer,  their  vice* 
admiral  and  rear-admiral  were  taken  with  great 
riches ;  as  would  the  others  likewife  have 
been,,  had  not  the  Englijh  difeovered  them- 
leives  fomewhat  too  foon.  On  the  other  fide,, 
the  Hollanders,  who  attempted  the  ifland  Bom¬ 
bay,  were  beaten  off  with  great  lofs.  But 
near  Mafalpatnam ,  thirteen  Dutch  men  of  war 
and  forne  other  veffels  being  lomewhat  raili- 
ly  engaged  by  ten  Englijh  men  of  war  and 
merchant- fhips.,  there  happened  a  long  and 
bloody  fight3  which  ended  with  the  death  of 
the  Dutch  vice-admiral,  John  Fredsrikfon,  and 


the  lofs  of  three  EngUjn  merchant-fhips. 

But  to  return  to  Europe .  In  the  beginning 
of  May  1675^  the  Dutch  fleet  being  as  good 
as  ready  for  the  defence  of  their  coalls^  a 
letter  was  written  by  the  young  prince  of 
Orange,  their  admiral-general.,  exhorting  the 
officers  and  bailors  freely  to  fpend  their  blood 
in  the  caufe  of  liberty  :  Which  letter  feems 
not  to  have  altogether  failed  of  producing 
its  effed. 


In  England,  tho’  nothing  was  neglected  by 
the  court  to  bring  a  formidable  fleet  to  Sea, 
yet  they  met  with  great  difficulties  from  the 

P  4  parliament 
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parliament,  of  which,  at  lead,  two  thirds  had 
declared  themfelves  for  Holland  againlt  France: 
And  the  greateft  part  of  the  people,  follow¬ 
ing  the  fentiments  of  the  parliament,  feem- 
ed  very  averfe  to  a  war,  wherein  only  the 

Englljh  were  to  fight,  and  the  French  to  con- 
quer. 

The  delay,  occafioned  by  chefe  divifions,  en¬ 
couraged  the  Hollanders  to  try  an  experiment. 
Having  provided  feveral  veffels  laden  with 
itones,  they. came  with  defign  to  fink  them 
m  tale  narrow  part  of  tne  Thames  ,•  but  find¬ 
ing  the  Englljh  better  upon  their  guard,  than 
at  the  time  cf  the  expedition  to  Chatham, 
they  were  forced  to  return  without  attempt¬ 
ing  it. 


Upon  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich ,  Sir 
Edward  Sprag  had  been  appointed  to  facceed 
him,  as  admiral  of  the  Elite:  As  a  match  for 
whom,  the  admiral  7’rcmp  (who  had  been  for 
feme  time  difmifs’d  the  fervice  of  the  ftates, 
on  account  of  a  mifunderftanding  between 
him  and  Re  Rujter,  occafioned  by  the  defeat 
of  the  Hollanders  in  the  laft  general  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  former  war),  was  reftored  to  his 
command  in  the  room  of  Van  Ghent  who  was 
killed  by  my  lord  Sandwich. 

Three  general  fights  in  one  fummer,  the 
following  }  ear,  made  this  third  war  remark¬ 
able  for  the  number,  tho’  not  ior  tne  impor¬ 
tance  of  engagements.  We  fhall,  however 


give 
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give  a  particular  relation  of  thole  actions,  be¬ 
cause  it  appears  that  fome  of  the  Dutch  wri¬ 
ters  have  very  much  impofed  upon  the  world 
by  their  accounts  of  them. 

Sir  Edward  Sprag  being  fent  to  France  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1673,  with  the 
character  of  envoy-extraordinary,  adjufted  the 
orders  to  be  obferved  upon  the  conjunction 
of  the  Englijh  and  French  fleets,  and  at  .the 
fame  time  renewed  the  treaty  with  that  crown. 
Whereupon,  the  fleets  being  at  laft  ready, 
the  conjunction  was  made,  and  a  body  of 
troops  taken  on  board.  The  design  was,  as 
before,  to  make,  if  poffible,  a  defcent  on  the 
COaft  of  Zealand. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king  of  Sweden ,  fee¬ 
ing  the  ill  condition  to  which  the  itates  were 
reduced,  and  apprehending  the  confequences 
of  a  total  rum  of  the  Dutch  republick,  offer¬ 
ed  his  mediation  by  his  ambafladors,  ear- 
neftly  infilling  on  a  collation  of  arms  be¬ 
tween  England  and  Holland .  But,  the  propo- 
fa!  being  rejected,  the  ambaifadors  returned 
home. 

?Twas  the  22d  of  May,  when  the  confede¬ 
rate  fleet  came  in  fight  of  the  Dutch ;  who, 
apprehending  their  defign,  had  polled  them- 
felves  on  the  coall  of  Zealand .  The  Dutch  lay 
extended  in  a  line  at  a  place  called  Schoonc - 
velty  being  an  advantageous  poll  between  two 
dangerous  banks  or  Iheives  of  fand,  called 

Rand 
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Rand  and  Stembank.  But  the  confederates  ha¬ 
ving  found  opportunity,  under  favour  of  the 
mifty  weather,  to  found  the  depth  of  water 
thereabouts,  ’twas  at  laft  re  (owed  in  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  to  attack  them,  notwithftanding 
all  disadvantages.  Yet,  being  hindered,  firfl: 
by  a  calmg  and  after wards  by  a  dorm,  they 
coaid  not  come  to  an  engagement  till  the 
2.8:h}  being  the  fame  day  of  the  month  cn 
which  the  fight  of  Souldhay  had  happened 
the  year  before. 

The  confederate  fleet  was  compofed  of 
eighty-four  men  of  war  and  frigates,,  befides 
fire-lhips.,  making  in  aii  about  an  hundred 
and  ten  fail  •  of  which,  as  at  Souldhay,  the 
French  were  about  a  third  part:  But  the  Englijh, 
to  prevent^  as  much  as  poffibie,  any  ill  con- 
fequence,  refilled  to  let  them  now  engage  in 
a  body^  or  as  a  (eparate  fquadrorg  and  dif~ 
perfed  them  in  divifions  throughout  the  whole 
fleet. 

The  lirft  fquadron  of  the  confederates.,  viz,. 
the  Red ,  was  commanded  by  prince  Rupert, 
as  chief-admiral.  The  fecomi,  being  the  White , 
by  the  count  D'  E/trees,  as  vice-admiral,,  and 
the  thirds  the  Blue,  by  Sir  Edward  Sprag,  as 
rear-admiral.  The  Dutch  fleet,  which^it  feems, 
confifted  but  of  about  feventy  men  of  war 
and  frigates^  befides  fire-fhips^  (feveral  men  of 
war  which  were  defigned  to  reinforce  it  be¬ 
ing  wanting)  was  divided  in  like  manner  in¬ 
to 
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to  three  fquadrons  under  De  Ruytcr,  Tromp , 
and  Ranckert. 

The  count  D '  Ejlrees  with  the  White- {qua— 
dron,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind^ 
began  the  engagement.,  which  afterwards  pro¬ 
ved  very  obftinate  and  furious.  The  vice- 
admiral  Schram  of  Tromfs  fquadron  was  Kil¬ 
led  ;  as  was  likewife  the  rear-admiral  Vlug  of 
Banckert’s  fquadron,  with  feveral  of  the  ene-* 
nay's  captains.  Tromp' s  (hip,  the  Golden  Lion, 
was  much  difabied,  having  above  an  hundred 
men  killed  and  wounded,  as  appears  by  his 
fecond  letter  to  the  ftates.  She  was  likewife 
in  great  danger  of  being  burnt  by  a  fire- 
fhip,  directed  by  Sir  William  Reeves •  Captain 
Leg  of  prince  Rupert's  fquadron  boarded  and 
took  the  fliip  Jupiter;  but,,  while  the  Englljh 
were  bufied  with  plundering,  fhe  was  reta¬ 
ken.  Thefe  are  all  the  particulars  of  the  fight 
that  can  be  collected  with  certainty. 

At  laft,  the  Hollanders j  by  the  furious  attack 
of  Sir  Edward  Sprag3  feconded  by  the  other 
fquadrons,  were  (according  to  prince  Ru¬ 
pert's  letter)  obliged  to  retreat  fo  far  among 
the  fands,  that  the  confederates  could  not 
purfue  them,  without  the  utmoft  danger* 
efpecially,  in  the  dark.  Being  therefore 
obliged  to  hold  off,  for  fear  of  the  fands* 
this  gave  encouragement  to  the  enemy  to 
venture  out  again,  and  poffefs  the  place  of 
battle. 

The 
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The  firft  letters  of  Tromp  and  Dt  Ruyter 
contain  nothing  remarkable  ,•  only  they  agree, 
that  the  fight  lalted  till  about  ten  o’clock 
st  nigh t,  and,  that  nothing  but  the  dark- 

sj  parted  the  fleets.  But  their  fecond  let¬ 
ters.,  which  were  written  fume  days  after, 
fpeaking  of  the  lofs  of  the  confederates,  can- 
not  eafily  be  reconciled.  Tromp  informed  the 
ftatcs,  I  hat  he  fuppos’d,  the  confederates  had 
loft  eleven  or  twelve  (hips,  befides  fire-fiiips, 
which  were  many.  But  De  Ruyter  (who  was 
iifually  more  model!  in  his  accounts )  faid, 
in  his  letter,  dated  two  days  later  than 
that  ot  Tramps  That  he  was  told,  the  ene¬ 
my  had  loft  thirteen  or  fourteen  (hips, 
including  the  fire-fhips,*  but  could  give  no 
certain  account  of  any  men  of  war  they  had 
loft,  except  two  French ,  winch,  he  laid,  were 
funk  :  X  o  which,  the  Journal  ot  Tromp7 s  fhip 
adds  an  Englljh  frigate  of  forty  guns.  So  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  appears,  that  no  certain 
account  is  pretended  to  be  given,  of  more 
than  two  men  ot  war,  and  a  frigate,  loft  on 
the  fide  of  the  confederates. 

The  lofs  of  the  Hollanders ,  (according  to 
their  own  writers)  was  five  or  fix  fire-fhips, 
but  no  man  of  war. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Englijh  (who  loft  no 
confiderable  officer)  affirm.  That  not  one  of 
their  men  of  war  was  miffing,  and  but  few 
fire-fhips.  But  they  agree  with  the  Dutch., 
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in  their  account  of  the  lofs  of  the  two  French 
men  of  war  before-mentioned ;  So  that  if 
the  Hollanders  gained  any  advantage^  it  was 
only  againft  the  French ;  unlefs  it  may  be 
-  reckoned  an  advantage  to  have  poUdled  the 
place  of  battle.,  when  ’twas  occafioned  merely 
by  their  enemy’s  fear  of  the  lands,,  and  not 
either  by  flight  or  any  conltrained  retreat. 

The  night  after  the  battle.,  the  Dutch-Q lip 
Deventer  (which,,  with  feveral  others,,  was  much 
difabledj  and  towed  out  of  the  fleet)  funk 
before  the  Wiellngs 3  and,  of  fixty-five  wounded 
men  and  an  hundred  and  fix  others,  but  few 
were  faved. 

The  next  day,  the  two  fleets,  which  were 
Hill  near  each  other,  were  alike  employed 
in  repairing  their  damage.  But  the  wind 
coming  about  to  the  Weft  was  the  reafon  that 
the  confederates  could  not  fend  home  their 
wounded  men.  This,  together  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  foldiers  with  whicii  they  were  embar- 
rafs’d,  prevented  their  taking  the  advantage 
of  the  wind  to  renew  the  fight.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Dutch,  being  fo  near  their  coaft, 
were  reinforced  by  feveral  men  of  war,  in 
the  room  of  fuch  as  had  been  difabled,  and 
plentifully  fupplied  with  all  neceffaries :  Where¬ 
as  the  confederates  received  no  new  reinforce¬ 
ment  nor  fupplies. 

Thefe  circumltances,  it  feems,  were  not 
unknown  to  the  Dutch,  Wherefore,  on  the 
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4th  of  the  wind  veering;  about  to  the 

North-Eaft ,  with  a  itifF  gale,  they  had  the 

boldnefs  to  leave  their  lands,  and  to  come 
off  upon  the  confederates.  This  conduit 
was  fomewhat  unufual  :  For,  from  the  firft 
aition  againft  the  Englljh ,  in  thefe  Sea s,  Anno 
till  this  time,  they  had  feldom  voluntarily 
engagcci  out  of  fight  of  their  coaft  ,*  nor  had  they 
ever  been  the  aggrelTors,  in  any  one  confide- 
rable  fight,  except  twice,  when  they  had  the 
foitune  to  furprize  the  Englljh ,  firft  in  the 
'Donm^  in  the  time  of  Blake ,  and  then  in 
Souldbay ,  the  former  year. 

About  noon,  they  began  to  approach  the 
confederates :  Who,  to  draw  them  farther 
from  their  lands  into  the  wide  Sea,  (thereby 
to  avoid  the  difadvantages  of  the  firft  day) 
Went  under-fail  towards  the  Englljh  coaft. 
At  la  ft,  the  confederates  having  gained  their 
point,  the  battle  began  about  five  in  the 
evening,  in  the  fame  order  as  before. 

Dc  Ruyter  (as  appears  by  prince  Rupert's  let¬ 
ter  to  my  lord  Arlington)  feemed,  at  firft,  to 
defign  a  clofe  engagement  with  the  prince  ; 
but,  before  he  came  within  musket-fhot,  he 
tack  d^  and  bore  away  :  Which  made  the 
prince  imagine  he  had  buffered  fome  conlide- 
rable  damage.  Sir  Edward  Sprag ,  being  en¬ 
gaged  with  Trompy  made  fo  great  a  fire,  that 
he  obliged  him  to  hold  off  ;  And  after¬ 
wards  encountering  Swters ,  the  vice  admiral 
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of  Tromf  s  fquadron,  he  fo  battered  him,,  that 
he  put  him,  and  the  reft  of  his  diviiion,  to 
flight.  This,  afterwards,  occalioned  a  quar-v 
rel  between  Sweers  and  Tromf  ,*  the  latter  ac- 
cufing  the  former,  of  bafely  deferring  him. 
After  this,  Sprag,  taking  the  opportunity,  had 
another  encounter  with  Tromf  ;  whom  he 
engaged,  as  before,  fhip  to  fhip,  tho’  at 
fome  diltance,  as  wanting  the  advantage  of 
the  wind.  Yet  he  plied  him  fo  briskly  with 
his  cannon,  that  he  reduced  him  to  great 
extremities,  Ihooting  down  the  admiral's  flag, 
and  making  a  dreadful  daughter  of  his  men  • 
as  appears  from  Tromf s  own  Journal .  Thus 
much  may  be  gathered  from  the  Dutch  ac¬ 
counts.  But  the  Englljh  cannot  fufficiently  ex- 
prefs  the  bravery  of  Sprag ,  upon  thefe  occa- 
fions ;  who,  they  fay,  fought  fo  furioufly, 
that  whole  fquadrons  gave  way  before  him. 
The  fight  lafted  thus,  till  ten  or  eleven 
at  night :  At  which  time,  the  Dutch  (tho’  they 
had  the  weather-gage,  and  could  have  forced 
the  confederates  to  a  battle  the  next  day)  flood 
away  to  the  South-Eaft  (with  the  wind  almolt 
contrary)  and  did  their  utmcft  to  reach  their 
own  coaft.  This  retreat  is  confefs’d  by  the  au¬ 
thor  of  De  Ruyter9 s  life*.  And  the  diforder  and 
confufion  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  at  that  time, 
may  be  learnt  from  prince  Rupert's  letter. 


Tromp 

* _  __  A  . 
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Trowp  likewife,  In  his  letter  to  the  ftates-ge- 
neral^  confeffeg,  that  their  retreat  towards  their 
own  coalt,  was  begun  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  • 
But  the  writer  of  his  life  is  pleafed  to  con- 
tradiiT  him  and,  without  proofs  to  affirm, 
that  the  fleet  of  the  Hollanders  remained  the 
whole  night  near  the  place  of  battle  * 

The  Englijh  and  French  (who  kept  their  Na¬ 
tion)  obferving  the  enemy’s  retreat,  flood  af¬ 
ter  them  about  two  in  the  mornings  and  (as 
prince  Rupert  fays  in  his  letter)  continued  the 
chafe  til!  fix.  Bu t,  the  retreat  being  begun 
fome  hours  before  it  was  perceived,  they 
could  not  have  been  overtaken,till  gotten  with¬ 
in  their  fands :  Which  was  the  reafon  that 
the  confederates  gave  over  the  chafe,  and 
Iteered  towards  the  Englijh  coaft ;  where  they 
arrived  about  eleven  that  mornings  tho’  the 
Hollanders ,  having  the  wind  lefs  favourable^ 
could  not  return  to  Schoonevek,  till  towards 
the  evening. 

The  Dutch  admirals,  In  their  letters,  fpeak 
not  with  certainty  of  the  lofs  of  any  man  of 
war  on  the  fide  of  the  confederates,  except 
one,  which  Tromp  confidently  fays  was  burnt. 
De  Ruyter  lavs  he  faw  a  fliip  burnt,  but  that 
it  was  uncertain,  whether  a  rnan  of  war  or  a 
fire-fhip.  He  adds,  that  he  was  informed  that 
two  of  the  enemy’s  fliips  were  funk :  But  this 
was  no  lefs  uncertain,  and  eoually  denied  by 
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the  confederates.  The  contrary  wind  and  the 
backwardnefs  of  the  Dutch  to  come  to  a  clofe 
engagement,  were  the  caufes  that  none  of 
their  men  of  war  were  taken  or  deftroyed  by 
the  confederates,  tho’  feveral  were  very  much 
damaged. 

The  fleet  of  the  two  crowns,  after  having 
landed  the  wounded  men,  and  taken  in  pro- 
viflons  and  ammunition,  put  again  to  Sea, 
on  the  17th  of  the  fame  month,  with  a  body 
of  feven  thoufand  frefh  troops ;  whereof  four 
thoufand  were  ditlributed  on  beard  the  men  of 
war.  The  delign,  as  before,  was,  if  poffible, 
to  make  a  defeent  on  the  coaft  of  Zealand. 
On  the  23d,  they  appeared  before  the  Maafe, 
and,  on  the  24th,  before  Scheveling  and  Zand- 
'voort.  Soon  after,  they  pofted  themfelves  be¬ 
fore  the  Texel.  From  thence  they  paflfed 
along  the  whole  coaft  of  Holland  and  Friesland, 
to  the  Vile,  Ameland,  and  the  Wefiern-Ems.  But 
on  the  2d  or  3d  of  Augufi,  they  returned  be¬ 
fore  the  Texel. 

By  thefe  motions,  they  harafs’d  the  ene¬ 
my’s  troops,  which  were  every-where  in 
arms  to  guard  the  coaft  ;  and,  by  blocking  up 
the  ports,  they  endangered  a  very  rich  fleet 
of  Eaft-India  fhips,  which  were  expeded  in 
Holland .  But  thefe  inconveniences  the  Dutch 
were  content  to  fuffer  near  a  fortnight,  ra¬ 
ther  than  be  drawn  from  the  coaft  °of  2«- 
Ipnd. 
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While  the  confederates  were  thus  cruifing 
to -and  fro,  they  had  the  fortune  to  take  a 
Dutch  Eafi-India  fhip,  which  was  feparated 
from  her  company,  and  very  richly  laden. 

At  laft,  the  Dutch ,  being  grown  impatient 
by  feeing  their  ports  thus  blockaded,  and 
their  fhips  taken  in  their  fight,  refolved,  in 
a  council  of  war,  held  on  board  De  Ruyter s 
fliip,  (at  which,  the  prince  of  Orange  affifted 
in  perfon)  to  leave  their  ufual  llation,  and, 
by  hazarding  a  third  engagement,  to  free 
themfelves,  if  pofiible,  from  thebe  infults.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  they  fet  fail  on  the  3d  of  shigujt, 
and,  upon  the  10th,  the  fleets  came  within 
fighc  of  each  other.  On  this  occafion,  De 
Ruyter  gave  a  proof  of  his  experience,  and 
good  condudl  :  For,  failing  clofe  along  the 
fhoar  ail  nighty  unperceived  by  the  confede¬ 
rates,  he  in  the  morning  had  gotten  the 
weather-gage^  which,  in  Sea-fights,  is  often 
times  of  great  advantage. 

The  English  were  fixty  men  of  war,  and  the 
French  thirty  ,•  whereas  the  Dutch  (if  we  cre¬ 
dit  their  own  accounts)  were  no  more  than 
feventy.  The  fight  began  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  in  the  lame  order  as  in  the  laft 
engagement,  only  the  French  (whom  the  Eng- 
li(h}  fince  their  late  good  behaviour,  had  be¬ 
gun  to  trull  again)  compofed  a  feparate 
fquadron,  as  at  the  time  of  the  Sculdbay 
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The  French  fquadron,  under  D'  Ffirees ,  be¬ 
ing  attack’d  by  Banckert ,  after  a  fliort  difpnte, 
abandoned  the  EngUJh,  Hood  away  to  the  caft- 
ward,  and,  (as  if  lent  to  be  only  fpe&ators) 
came  off  no  more.  rTis  agreed,  that  D'  Efirees 
(who  afterwards  gave  fiifficient  proofs  both  of 
his  courage  and  condudf  againlt  De  Ruyter  in 
the  Mediterranean)  had  too  limited  a  commif- 
lion  :  Which  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the 
treatment  that  rear-admiral  Martel  met  with, 
who,  having  engaged  fomewhat  too  deeply 
againlt  the  enemy,  was,  at  his  return,  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Baft  He,  A  noted  Dutch  hiltorian, 
fpeaking  of  this  conduct  of  the  French y  in¬ 
forms  us.  That  a  feaman  a-board  De  Ruyter’s 
fliip,  perceiving  that  the  French  fquadron  Hood 
aloof,  while  their  allies,  the  EngUfh,  were  hot¬ 
ly  engaged,  was  heard  to  ask.  Why  the  French 
came  not  off  again  ?  To  which  one  of  his 
companions  replied.  They  have  hired  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  fight  for  'em ,  and  their  cnly  bufenefis  here  is 
to  fee  that  they  defier  ve  their  wages.  This  retreat 
of  the  French  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
reafon  of  fuppreffing  prince  Rupert's  letter  af¬ 
ter  the  fight,*  for  that  letter,  we  may  believe, 
contained  feme  complaints  not  much  to  the 
honour  of  the  king’s  allies. 

While  the  French  were  retreating,  there  was 
a  terrible  combat  between  prince  Rupert  and 
De  Ruyter,  and  the  latter  was  fore  preffed : 
Which  Banckert  perceiving,  and  finding  the 
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French  had  no  inclination  to  renew  the  fight, 
he  left  them,  and  bore  down  with  his  fqua- 
dron  to  De  Ruyter’s  affiftance.  Whereupon, 
the  prince,  finding  himlelf  over-laid  with 
numbers,  was  obliged  to  make  a  retreating 
fight  to  the  weltward.  By  this  means,  De 
Ruyter  and  Banckert  gaining  but  little  advan¬ 
tage  upon  him,  and  fearing  left  Tromp  might 
be  worlted  by  Sprag ,  with  whom  he  was  at 
this  time  very  hotly  engaged,  they  refolved 
to  fteer  their  courfe  that  way  :  Which  prince 
Rupert  perceiving,  and  being  no  lefs  concern¬ 
ed  for  Sprag ,  than  the  enemies  for  Tramp,  he 
followed  them. 

The  battle  between  Tramp  and  Sprag  had  be- 
o-un.  about  nine  o'clock.  Thofe  two  brave 
enemies  engaged,  fhip  to  fliip  ;  Tromp  in  the 
Golden  Lion ,  and  Sprag  in  the  Royal  Prince.  Tromp , 
who  had  the  weather-gage,  remained,  not- 
withftanding,  at  home  diftance,  and  avoided 
a  dole  fight  ,•  which  gave  him  a  confiderable 
advantage.  For  Sprag,  who  had  more  than  his 
complement  a-board,  buffered  much  by  his 
enemy’s  cannon  ;  and,  having  the  wind  and 
fmoak  in  his  face,  could  net  take  fo  true  an 
aim,  nor  fufficiently  requite  the  civilities  of 
his  adverfary.  After  a  fight  of  three  hours, 
the  Royal  Prince  being  quite  difabled,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  her,  and  go  a-board  the  St. 
George  :  And  Tromp  (whole  Golden  Lion  had 

abated  much  of  his  fiercenefs)  hoilted  his  flag 
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a-board  the  Comet.  Hereupon,  the  fight  was 
renewed  with  fuch  fury,  as  if  the  combatants 
had  been  allured  of  a  conftant  fupply,  not 
only  of  fhips,  but  of  bodies.  The  leconds 
engaged  deeply  in  the  difpute  between  the 
admirals,  and  my  lord  OJJory  and  Sir  John 
Kempthom  particularly  dihinguiflied  them— 
felves,  and,  together  with  Sprag,  fo  protected 
the  Royal  Prince,  that  the  enemy’s  fire- (hips 
were  obliged  to  fhew  ref'pect,  and  keep  their 
diftance.  After  a  fharp  difpute,  the  St.  George 
having,  by  the  continual  battery,  received 
confiderable  damage.  Sir  Edward  Sprag  defign- 
ed  to  go  on  board  a  third  fliip.  But,  before  he 
was  gone  fix  boats  length,  an  unfortunate 
fhot,  which  paffed  through  the  fides  of  the 
St.  George,  ftruck  the  boat,  and  funk  it :  And 
thus  the  water  extinguifhed  that  courage? 
which  had  ever  been  fuperior  to  the  hottelt 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

He  died  efteemed  by  the  Butch  themfelves  j 
who,  in  their  hiltories,  give  him  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  braveft  of  the  Englijh  admirals,  and 
a  true  foil  of  Mars.  His  body,  being  taken  up 
by  the  English,  was  interred  with  the  honour 
due  to  his  extraordinary  merits. 

While  thefe  things  were  adting  on  that  fide, 
the  ‘Dutch  fquadrons  of  De  Ruytcr  and  Ranckert , 
followed  by  that  of  prince  Rupert,  came  up; 
and,  both  parties  being  joined,  the  fight  was 

renewed  with  greater  fury.  J  Here  (lays  the 
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c*  author  of  7 romp's  life)  were  fhewn  the  ut- 
inoft  pi  oofs  of  valour  and  the  Enylifh  fought 
"  like  heroes”.  •  h 

The  battle  appeared  like  a  general  war  of 
the  dements,  or  a  ftrife  of  all  the  moft  con¬ 
trary  things  in  nature.  Fire  and  water,  air 
and  eai  th,  light  and  darknefs,  feemed  to 
contend  for  the  victory.  In  the  mean  time, 
D\  Eftrees  and  his  French  kept  their  ftation, 
without  offering  to  bear  down  to  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  Engllfh*  who  fought  with  the 
greateft  refolution  and  conttancy,  againft  the 
enemy’s  whole  fleet,  til]  after  *  fun-fet-  ne- 
ceafing,  till  the  darknefs  and  fmoak  be- 
gan  ^  bamfh  all  diftindiion  of  friends  and 
enemies.  On  this  occaflon,  De  Ruyter ,  in  his 
letter  to  the  ftates,  expreffes  himfelf  with  his 
ufual  modefty,  and  is  far  from  boalfing  of 
vi dory.  Some  Dutch  writers,  indeed,  pre¬ 

tend  tneir  fleet  chafed  the  EngUJl)  for  fome 
time  ,  out,  as  to  this,  both  he  and  Thrompy  in 
their  letters,  are  wholly  filent. 

j-iie  lofs  oi  fliips,  coniidering  the  heat  and 
fury  of  the  battle,  was  very  incon/iderable. 
Tromp  and  Do  Ruyter  make  mention  but  of 
one  Englijh  man  of  war,  which,  they  fay,  was 
loft,  together  with  a  few  fire-fhips  ;  and  they 
confefs  the  lots  of  but  four  or  live  fire-fhips, 
on  the  fide  of  the  Dutch.  But  the  Englijh 

deny  that  they  loft  any  man  of  war,  and 

affirm, 
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affirm,  that  the  velfel  that  was  funk,  on  their 
fide,  was  the  Henrietta-Tatch.  They  are  like- 
wife  very  pofitive,  that  two  ot  the  largeft 
Dutch  men  of  war  were  funk  :  And  this  is 
confirmed  by  a  letter  from  a  perlbn  of  no 
lels  honour  than  my  lord  Ojj’orj. 

The  death  of  the  brave  Sprag  could  not,  it 
feems,  be  fufficiently  revenged,  but  by  the 
deaths  of  two  of  the  enemy’s  vice-admirals 
Siveers  and  De  Llej'de.  The  lofs  of  feamen  and 
foldiers  was  not  very  confiderable ;  though 
greater  on  the  fide  of  the  Englljh,  who  had  lo 
many  foldiers  above  their  ufual  complement. 
Two  Englljh  Sea-captains,  Sir  William  Reeves 
and  captain  Haiman,  were  killed  in  this  en¬ 
gagement  ;  as  were  two  or  three  Dutch ,  a- 
mong  whom,  was  a  fon-in-law  of  De  Ruy- 
ter. 

One  of  the  Dutch  hiftorians  f  pretends,  that 
Tromp)  foon  after  the  fight,  delivered  over,  as 
trophies,  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  at 
Amfterdam ,  the  flags  of  Sir  Edward  Sprag  s 
fhip  :  Which  can  be  no  other  than  a  fiction  j 
for  Tromp  never  boarded  her.  Nor  does  it 
appear,  that  any  Englijh  (hip  was  boarded  by 
the  enemies  (notwithftanding  they  had  the 
advantage  of  the  wind)  during  the  whole 
engagement. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  the  feafon  for 
adtion  being  as  good  as  pall,  the  French  fqua- 
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dron,  under  the  count  VEftree's,  let  fail  for 
France  •*  But  being  federal  tunes  driven  back 
snd  at  lafl  fcattered  by  florin,  they  did  net 
arrive  at  Breft,  till  the  middle  of  November  •  ha¬ 
ving  luffeied  rnoie  by  the  wind  and  waves, 
than  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  lafl  engagement  produced  one  great 
advantage,  not  only  to  the  Hollanders ,  but  to  all 
Eh?  ope.  For  the  court  of  England  perceiving 
tiiC  fee  end  time,  how  little  dependance 
thv,y  could  have  on  their  allies,  the  French , 
by  Sea,  and  likewafe  growing  jealous  of  their 
mighty  progreffes  by  Land,  became  fomewhat 
more  flexible,  and  began  to  Men  to  the  pro¬ 
pofols  of  peace,  which  were  made  on  the 
part  of  the  flates.  To  this,  they  were  the 
more  difpofed  by  the  apprehenfions  of  a  rup¬ 
ture  with  Spain  3  which  began  to  engage  in 
the  quarrel  of  Holland :  So  that  the  peace  af¬ 
ter  a  fhoit  difpute,  was  concluded  in  the 
month  of  February ,  Anno  1 6yd. 

i>y  virtue  01  this  treaty,  whatever  place  was 
taken,  without  the  bounds  of  Europe ,  was  re- 
Itoieo  j  the  Hates  paid  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns,  by  way  of  fatisfa&ion  for  a!! 
damages ;  and  likewife  acknowledged  the 
right  of  the  flag  in  the  molt  ample  "manner. 
For,  by  the  fourth  article,,  ’twas  agreed.,  that 
the  (hips  or  veiTeis  of  the  United  Provides,  as 
well  men  of  war  as  others,  whether  Angle, 
or  in  fleets,  meeting  at  5ea  with  any  veliel  or 

veiTeis 
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reffels  of  the  king  of  England ,  carrying  the  Eng- 
lijh  hag  or  jack,  fhould  itrike  the  flag,  and  lower 
the  top-fail.  And  this  refped  was  agreed  to 
be  lhewn  within  the  four  Seas  which  lurround 
this  ifland,  extending  from  Cape  Flnlfierre  to 
the  middle  point  of  the  land  of  Staten  in  Nor- 
■way:  Which  refpecfl,  due  to  the  flag,  was  al¬ 
ways  provided  for,  being  inferted  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Breda ,  the  tenth 
article  of  that  at  Whitehall ,  and  in  the  thirteenth 
of  that  between  Oliver  and  the  itates.  ’Twas 
likewife  agreed.  That  commiflioners  fhould  be 
lent  to  London,  to  treat  about  the  regulation 
of  the  Eafi-lndia- trade  ,•  all  matters  of  difpute 
which  could  not  be  determined  by  them  and 
the  Englijh  commiflioners,  within  the  fpace  of 
three  months,  being  to  be  referred  to  the 
arbitrement  of  the  queen-regent  of  Spain,  and 
decided  by  commiflioners,  to  be  appointed  by 
her,  within  a  limited  time. 

Perhaps,  that  which  added  no  little  weight 
to  the  aforementioned  reafons  for  concluding 
a  peace,  was  a  letter  of  the  Hates  general, 
dated  December  9,  167%.  wherein  they  repre- 
fented  to  his  majefty  of  Great- Britain,  with 
how  much  glory,  as  well  as  jultice,  he  might, 
by  concluding  a  feparate  peace,  extinguifh 
a  fire,  which  had  already  fpread  itfelf  farther 
than  was  at  firlt  imagined  ;  and,  the  more  to 
incline  him  to  it,  they  not  only  aliedged  tha 
ill  behaviour  of  his  allies,  the  French ,  in 

the 
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the  late  Sea-fights,  but,  likewife  (by  way  of  re¬ 
quital  for  the  difcovery  made  by  the  French 
court,  of  a  certain  lecret  of  the  like  nature, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  war)  they  inform¬ 
ed  him,  of  a  propofal  or  offer  made  them  by 
France ,  to  conclude  a  peace,  with  exclufion 
of  his  majefty.  Which  laft  motive  was  alone 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  king  in  abandoning 
the  party  of  allies,  who  had  broken  their 
treaty  with  him,  and  who  appeared  to  have 
fo  little  concern  for  his  interelt. 

Thus  ended  the  war,  to  the  general  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  Chrljiendom ,  after  four  engage¬ 
ments,  with  little  advantage  to  either  party, 
Ihe  lofs  of  merchant-fhips  was,  however, 
confiderable  on  both  Tides ;  but  greater  on 
the  fide  of  the  Englijh.  But  this  proceeded 
chiefly  from  the  want  of  trade  among  the 
Dutch ,  (occafioned  by  the  mentioned  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  the  ltates)  which,  as  it  was  a  great  lofs 
in  itfelf,  fo,  if  added  to  their  lofs  by  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  many  (hips  that  were  abroad  before  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  ’twill,  perhaps,  appear, 
that  the  damage,  fuffered  by  the  Dutch,  could 
not  well  be  lei's  than  that  which  was  fultained 
by  the  English.  And  ’tis  remarkable,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  this,  and  the  former  war,  which 
was  attended  with  the  dreadful  fire  of  London , 
the  tonnage  of  the  Englijh  merchant-fhips. 
Anno  i688,  was  near  double  to  what  it  was 
Anno  1666.  And  the  royal  navy,  from  the 

year 
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year  1660,  to  1688,  was  increafed,  from  fixty- 
tvvo  thoufand,  five  hundred  ninety-four,  to  an 
hundred  and  one  thoufand,  and  thirty-two 
tons. 

During  the  war  with  Holland,  the  Corfairs  of 
Tripoli  had  taken  the  opportunity  to  feize 
feveral  Englijh  fliips  ;  which  hoftilities  occa- 
fioned  the  fending  of  Sir  John  Narborough  with 
a  fmall  fquadron  of  frigates,  in  the  year 
167J,  to  reduce  them  to  reafon.  This  brave 
feaman,  (  whofe  voyages  are  fufficiently 
known )  being  arrived  before  the  place, 
block’d  up  the  port  in  fuch  manner,  that 
no  velfel  could  go  out  or  in,  without  the 
utmoft  danger.-  But,  not  fatisfied  with  this, 
he  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
fhipping  in  the  port.  Accordingly,  man¬ 
ning  out  his  boats,  under  command  of  his 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Cloudejley  Shovel,  (afterwards 
Sir  Cloudejley)  he  fent  them  into  the  harbour  ; 
where  feizing  the  guard-fhip,  in  the  dead  of 
the  night,  they  afterwards  furprized  and 
burnt  four  fhips,  under  the  very  cannon  of 
the  caftle,  and  returned  without  lofing  a 
man.  This  bold  a&ion  fo  daunted  the  re¬ 
gency  of  Tripoli,  that  they  fent  to  defire 
peace ;  but,  being  unwilling  to  make  fatif- 
fadion  for  the  damage  done  the  Englijh,  they 
could  not  obtain  it.  To  render  them  more 
tradable,  he  afterwards  cannonaded  the 
town ;  and  then,  landing  about  twenty  leagues 

from 
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from  thence,  he  burnt  a  magazine  of  tim¬ 
ber  ready  prepared  for  building  fhips.  After 
this,  the  pirates  continuing  oblfinate,  he  fail¬ 
ed  for  Malta  •  from  whence  returning  fudden- 
ly,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1676,  he 
itruck  fuch  a  terror  into  thofe  Barbarians ,  that 

the  peace  was  foon  made,  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  Englljh. 

_  after  the  articles  were  figned,  certain 
pirates,  who  returned  from  a  crude,  being  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  regency  for  fubmitting  to 
fuch  terms,  raifed  a  tumult,  chafed  away  the 
Dey,  and  broke  the  treaty.  But  Sir  John  ■ Nar - 
borough,  being  informed  of  it,  fcon  returned 
with  eight  frigates,  and,  by  the  force  of  his 
cannon,  compelled  them,  not  only  to  renew 
the  peace,  but  to  deliver  up  to  him  the  chief 
cl  the  mutineers  to  be  punifhed. 

In  the  year  1679,  thofe  of  Algiers ,  having 
made  prize  of  certain  EngllJJj  Blips,  on  pre¬ 
tence  that  their  paffes  were  not  according 
to  the  regulation.  Sir  John  Scarborough  was 
fent  with  a  fquadron  to  demand  fatisfa&ion : 
Which  he  foon  obliged  them  to  give.  But, 
the  Barbarians  renewing  their  hostilities^  an¬ 
other  fquadron  was  fent  in  the  year  1682., 
under  commadore  Herbert ,  (afterwards  admi 
ral,  and  earl  of  Torrlngton)  who  did  confide  - 
rable  damage  to  the  pirates,  and  forced  them 
to  agree  to  a  treaty,  which  they  have  never 
fince  dared  to  violate. 
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CHAP.  VIJ 

An  Account  of  the  Englidi  Naval-affairs, 
from  the  Revolution,  to  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht. 

Hp  H  E  French,  fince  the  year  1660,  thro’ 
JL  the  fault  of  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  Englijh, 
not  only  very  much  increafed  their  naval 
force,  but  likewife  improved  themfelves  con¬ 
siderably  in  Sea-affairs ,•  the  wars  between  the 
two  nations  ferving  as  an  exercife  for  their 
feamen.  How  good  proficients  they  were 
was  foon  after  keen,  in  the  engagements  which 
happened  between  them  and  the  Spaniards 
and  Dutch  in  the  Mediterranean  j  in  one  of 
which,  the  famous  admiral  De  Ruyter  receiv¬ 
ed  his  mortal  wound. 

Soon  after  the  Revolution  of  the  year  1 688, 
the  flames  of  war  being  fpread  throughout 
the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  they  had  a  frefh 
opportunity  of  {hewing  their  power  at  Sea. 

The  late  unfortunate  king  James ,  having 
landed  in  Ireland  on  the  12th  of  March ,  1689  ; 
in  hopes  of  retrieving  his  affairs,  by  the  means 
of  his  popifh  fubje&s  of  that  kingdom,  and 
the  affiftance  of  France ,  a  fquadron  was  foon 
after  fitted  out  at  Brefi,  with  a  number  of 

tranlports. 
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tranfports,  having  on  board  a  reinforcement 
of  five  thoufand  men,  veter ane  foldiers,  who 
were  ordered  to  follow  him.  Upon  notice 
of  thefe  preparations  of  the  enemy,  admiral 
Herbert,  with  an  Englijh  fquadron,  fet  fail  to¬ 
wards  the  Ft ench  couft,  with  defip'n  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  convoy.  But  the  wind,  coming 
Eafierly ,  carried  the  French  out  to  Sea,  before 
the  English  could  reach  Brejl  •  fo  that,  fleering 
after  them  towards  the  coafl  of  Ireland ,  they 
found  them,  on  the  joth  of  Fvrll  in.  the  even- 
ing3  at  anchor  in  Rantry-bay. 

The  Englijh  fquadron  confuted  of  eighteen 
men  of  war,  a  fmail  frigate,  and  a  fire- (hip. 
The  enemy  had  twenty-eight  men  of  war, 
from  fixty  to  upwards  of  feventy  guns,  and 
three  fire-fhips,  commanded  by  monfieur  Cha~ 
teau  Renaut .  The  next  day,  being  the  ift  of 
May3  the  French ,  encouraged  by  their  fupe- 
riority,  got  under  fail,  and  began  a  (mart  en¬ 
gagement  :  The  event  of  which  was,  that 
^though,  confidering  the  number  and  bignefs  of 
their  fhips,  they  had  double  the  force  of  the 
Englijh  y  befides  the  advantage  of  the  wind,* 
yet,  about  five  in  the  evening,  they  retreated, 
and  flood  in  towards  the  fhoar.  But,  as  the 
Englijh  had  fufifered  much  in  malls  and  rigging, 
they  >were  in  no  condition  to  follow  them, 
and  improve  the  advantage.  The  lofs  of  the 
French  is  uncertain  :  Only  5twas  obferved, 
that  one  of  their  fhips  took  fire ;  but  it  was 
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quench’d.  Of  the  Englijh,  no  more  than  nine-* 
ty  were  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  feventy 
wounded,  but  not  a  fhip  loft.  Admiral  Her¬ 
bert  was  foon  after  created  earl  of  Torrlngton> 
and  captain  Hfibey  and  captain  Shovel  were 
knighted,  and  the  Teamen,  for  their  bravery 
Ihewn  on  this  occafion,  received  a  donativs- 

of  ten  Shillings  a  man. 

One  of  the  firft  undertakings  of  the  late 
king  James ,  in  Ireland ,  was,  the  liege  of  Lon¬ 
donderry  ;  a  place  but  indifferently  fortified,  in 
the  North  of  that  kingdom,  fituated  on  a  fmali 
river,  which,  a  little  below  the  town,  falls  in¬ 
to  a  bay,  called  Lough-Foyle.  This  proteftanc 
city,  tho’  without  a  garrifon,  and  furnifhed 
with  provifions  but  for  ten  days,  had  defend¬ 
ed  itfelf  near  two  months,  againft  an  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  was  reduced 
to  great  extremities  by  famine,  when  Sir 
George  Rook  and  major-general  Kirk  with  fix 
frigates,  and  fome  tranfports,  laden  with 
troops  and  provifions,  arrived  in  the  bay,  in 
order  to  attempt  its  relief.  The  enemy,  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  this  defign,  had 
laid  a  ftrong  boom  athwart  the  river,  which 
was  defended  by  redoubts  at  each  end.  They 
had  likewife  intrenched  the  Tides  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  and  lined  them  with  musketeers  ,•  and 
to  flop  up  the  paffage,  in  the  molt  effedual 
manner,  they  had  funk  feveral  beats,  and 
driven  in  flakes  with  large  iron-fpikes.  Not¬ 
withstanding 
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withftanding  which,  about  three  weeks  after 
the  arrival  of  the  fquadron,  the  relief  of  the 
town  was  attempted,  and  the  Dartmouth- fri¬ 
gate.)  with  two  other  fhips,  being  fent  in,  cut 
the  boom,  in  the  midlt  of  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  and  furnifhed  the  town  with  provi- 
fions:  Whereupon,  the  liege  was  broken  up 
the  next  day. 

King  IVilUam  being  gone  to  attempt  the 
reduction  of  Ireland ,  meafures  were  in  the 
mean  time  concerted  for  raifing  a  rebellion 
in  England  ,•  which  was  to  be  encouraged  and 
fupported  by  the  French  fleet.  With  this  view, 
the  French  admiral,  Tourville,  with  feventy-odd 
fhips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  &c.  was  fent 
into  the  Channel ,  about  the  middle  of  ’Juney 
1 690  :  Upon  notice  of  which,  the  confederate 
fleet,  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Farrington , 
and  confiding  but  of  fifty  men  of  war,  with 
fome  frigates,  and  fire-lhips,  fet  fail  on  the 
24th  of  the  fame  month,  from  St.  Helen’s ,  and 
next  day  got  fight  of  the  enemy.  Hereupon, 
an  action  enfued  on  the  30th  ,•  which,  be- 
caufe  it  gave  occafion  to  various  reports 
and  reflections,  was  examined  into  by  order 
of  the  government,  and  found  to  have  been, 
as  follows: 

The  Dutch  fquadron,  which  led  the  van,  be¬ 
ing  advanced  confiderably  before  the  reft  of 
the  fleet,  began,  about  eight  in  the  morning, 
fomewhat  rafhly  to  engage  part  of  the  van 

of 
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of  the  van  of  the  French,  and  about  half  an 
hour  after,  the  2J/»r-fquadron  attack’d  their 
rear  :  But  the  Red,  which  was  in  the  center,  be¬ 
ing  far  a  Bern  of  the  Dutch,  when  the  fight  be¬ 
gan,  and  not  being  able  to  come  up,  and  en¬ 
gage,  till  ten,  the  Dutch  were  furrounded  and 
fuffered  very  much.  The  admiral  perceiving 
the  ill  circumftances  they  were  in,  fir  ft  lent 
them  order  to  caft  anchor,  and  then  pufh’d  in 
between  them  and  the  enemy,  with  his  own 
and  feveral  other  fhips  of  his  fquadron,  and 
fo  difengaged  them.  But  judging  it  not 
fit  to  hazard  another  engagement  with  a 
force  fo  fuperior,  after  the  iols  and  damage 
fuftained  by  the  Dutch,  he  ordered  a  retreat. 
During  the  retreat,  (which  was  towards  the 
mouth  of  the  'Thames')  an  Englijh  feventy-gun 
flnp,  called  the  Hnne,  having  loft  ner  mafts 
was  ftranded  near  Winchelfea,  and  fired  by  her 
own  people,  as  were  likewife  three  of  the 
Dutch ;  which  added  to  three  others  deftroyed 

in  the  fight,  and  one  (which  the  French  af¬ 
firm  to  have  been  taken;  made  the  iols  of 
the  Hollanders  to  amount  to  feven  fliips  of  the 
line. 

The  French  pretend,  that  no  fewer  than  fe¬ 
ven  teen  men  of  war,  which  had  loft  their 
mafts  in  the  engagement,  were  driven  on 
fhcar,  and  burnt.  This,  father  Daniel  *  af- 
fures  us,  is  fact  j  cho’  the  induftry  ufed  by 
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the  government,  to  conceal  fo  great  a  lofs, 
has  kept  us  in  ignorance  of  it.  Strange  ! 
that  the  government  fhould  have  it  in  their 
power  fo  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people  on 
the  fea-coalt,  as  to  render  them  incapable 
of  difcerning  fo  many  fhining  proofs  of  their 
enemy's  vidory! 

After  the  fight.,  the  French  went  and  lay 
fome  time  in  Torbay ;  but  the  difaflfeded  party 
not  daring  to  {fir,  they  only  burnt  the  little 
town  of  Ting-mouth ,  together  with  a  few  de- 
fencelefs  colliers  and  coalters ;  which  veffels 
the  French  hiitorians  have  fince  furnifhe<i 
with  rich  ladings,  and  given  them  four  men 
of  war  to  proted  them :  For  they  fpeak  of 
eight  rich  merchant-fhips,  and  four  men  of 
war,  that  were  there  deitroyed. 

To  fatisfy  the  Dutch ,  who,  having  been 
great  fufferers,  complained  of  the  earl  of 
Torringtons  condud  in  the  engagement,  he 
was  imprifoned  for  fome  time  •  but  being  af¬ 
terwards  tried  by  a  court  martial,  he  was 
unanimoufly  acquitted  ,*  though  never  after 
employed. 

The  year  1691,  was  remarkable  for  the 
total  redudion  of  Ireland;  to  which  good  fuc- 
cefs  our  fleets  contributed  not  a  little,  by 
guarding  the  coaft,  and  affifting  in  the  at¬ 
tacks  upon  the  Sea- ports.  The  bailors  were 
particularly  ferviceable  at  the  taking  of  Cork ; 
.'Where  the  duke  oi  Grafton,  as  he  was  encou¬ 
raging 
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raging  forne  of  them*  who  had  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  battery  on  fhoar*  was  wounded 
With  a  musket-ball  from  the  walls  ;  which 
occalioned  his  death. 

The  French,  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of 
the  late  engagement^  and  hoping  to  meet 
the  Evglljl)  before  the  Dutch  could  join  them, 
(  and  probably  depending  on  the  mifunder- 
Itanding  between  the  two  nations*  occafioned 
by  the  former  action)  had  the  boldnefs*  the 
following  year*  to  enter  the  Channel  the  fecond 
time.  But  the  Englljh  and  Dutch  being  joined 
a  little  before*  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Ruffe l  (now  earl  of  Orford)  they  found  them- 
felves  difappointed.  On  the  19th  of  May,  the 
fleets  came  within  fight  of  each  other*  about  fe- 
ven  leagues  off  Cage  Barfleur *  on  the  French  coaft ; 
and  about  eleven  in  the  morning,  the  French j 
having  the  weather-gage,  were  willing  to 
take  that  advantage*  and  fo  began  the  fight. 
The  French  fleet  confuted  of  fifty  men  of  war* 
under  command  of  monfieur  Tourville,  and  that 
of  the  confederates*  of  about  feventy*  but  for 
the  mod  part  lighter  (hips. 

The  Ft  • ench  admiral*  in  the  Royal-Sun *  of  a 
hundred  and  ten  guns*  engaged  the  Engliff 
admiral ;  but  after  a  (harp  fight  of  an  hour 
and  half*  being  much  difabled,  he  began  to 
tow  off.  Upon  which*  five  French  (hips  came 
and  lay  near  their  admiral  to  proceed:  him  :  So 
that  admiral  Ruffe!  and  his  two  feconds  were 
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hotly  engaged  with  fix  of  the  largeft  fhips  of 
the  enemy.  Thus  the  fight  continued,  till  a 
thick  fog,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  put 
an  end  to  their  firing  on  both  Tides.  Soon 
after,  the  weather  clearing  up,  the  French  ad¬ 
miral  was  feen  towing  away  to  the  north¬ 
ward  :  Whereupon,  he  was  chafed  by  the 
Englijh  admiral  and  the  fhips  of  his  divifion.- 
While  this  pafs’d  between  the  admirals,  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel,  rear-admiral  of  the  Red,  was 
gotten  to  windward  of  monfieur  Tourvllle  s 
fquadron,  and  engaged  them ;  but  foon  after, 
both  parties  came  to  an  anchor,  not  being 
able  any  longer  to  difcern  each  other  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  mentioned  fog.  But  upon  the  wea¬ 
ther's  clearing  up,  the  French  attended  their 
admiral  in  his  flight.  About  eight  at  night, 
it  again  became  foggy,  and  part  of  the  EngKjh 
AAe-fquadron  having  fallen  in  with  fome  of 
the  enemy's  fhips,  an  engagement  happened, 
which  lafted  about  half  an  hour,  till  the  ene¬ 
my  having  loft  (as  is  faid)  four  fhips,  which 
were  blown  lip,  bore  away  for  Conqnet-Road.  In 
this  difoute  it  was  that  rear-admiral  Carter  was 

x 

killed.  The  weather  clearing  up,  the  chafe 
was  continued  the  next  and  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  days.  The  French  plying  to  the  weftward 
endeavoured  to  efcape  through  the  race  of 
Aldernay ;  but  being  clofely  followed,  the 
Rcyal-Sm  ran  a-g round  near  Cherbourg ,  on  the 
French  coaft,  and  her  two  feconds,  the  Ambl- 
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ileux  and  the  Admirable ,  came  to  anchor  near 
her.  Thirteen  more  of  the  enemy’s  (hips 
were  forced  to  run  among  the  fhallows  at  La 
Hogue.  All  thefe,  with  feveral  tranfports,  were 
burnt  by  the  Englljh  bests,  in  Ipite  of  the  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  platforms  on  fhoar,  with  the 
iofs  of  no  more  than  ten  men.  The  lofs  of 
the  French  in  men  of  war,  after  the  fight,  was 
two  of  a  hundred  and  four  guns  each,  one  of 
ninety,  two  of  eighty,,  four  of  feventy-fix,  four 
of  fixty,  and  two  of  fifty-fix  guns. 

Though  the  confederate  fleet  was  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  that  of  the  enemy,  yet  fince  ma¬ 
ny  fhips  of  the  Dutch  fquadron,  and  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  Blue,  were  hinder’d  by  the 
calm  and  the  fog  from  engaging,  it  is  clear 
that  the  victory  was  not  owing  to  numbers. 

By  this  defeat  of  their  fleet,  the  French  loft 
the  opportunity  of  making  a  defeent  in  Eng¬ 
land  j  for  which  purpofe  they  had  drawn  down 
a  great  body  of  troops  to  the  coait. 

The  Englijh  had  likewife  troops  ready  for  a 
defeent  on  the  coaft  of  France ,  which,  after 
the  enemy’s  defeat,  were  actually  embark’d, 
and  joined  the  fleet :  But  the  Winter-feafon 
being  too  far  advanced,  the  defign  was  laid 
afide. 

The  next  fiimmer  was  unfortunate  to  the 
confederates,  thro’  the  lofs  of  many  rich  fhips ; 
which  happened  thus  ;  A  great  fleet  of  mer- 
chant-fhips,  bound  to  the  Mediterranean ,  as  al- 
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I’o  to  Virginia  and  Ellboa ,  having  been  con¬ 
voy’d  by  the  whole  confederate-fleet  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  latitude.,  were  there  left  to  the  care  of 
Sir  George  Rook  with  twenty-three  men  of  war. 
Sir  George,  foon  arter,  being  advanced  with 
the  merchant- fhips  bound  for  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  as  far  as  Villa  Nova,  difcovered  ten 
fail  of  the  enemy’s  men  of  war,  and  fome 
fmaller  veffels.  Thofe,  as  if  afraid,  on  the 
light  of  the  fleet,  flood  away  with  their  boats 
a-head,  fetting  fire  to  feveral  of  the  fmaller 
veffels,  and  abandoning  others,  fome  of  which 
were  taken.  A  nre-fhip  of  theirs,  falling  in 
with  the  fleet  in  the  night,  was  likewife 
taken  •  whofe  men,  to  deceive  the  confede¬ 
rates,  are  laid,  to  have  informed  die  admiral, 
that  there  was  only  a  fquadron  of  fifteen 
fhips  of  the  line,  with  fome  Itore-fhips,  bound 
for  Thoulon,  to  join  monlleur  D’ E/lrc'eu  Thefe 
artifices  of  the  French  had  the  defired  fuccefs  : 
For  Sir  George  proceeding,  was  foon  madefen- 
lible  that  he  had  been  milled,  when  the  whole 
fleet  of  the  enemy,  confiding  of  feventy-five 
fail,  under  command  of  monfear  Tourville, 
appeared.  The  furprize  was  fo  great,  that 
the  merchant-flips  feparated,  and  fleered  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  :  Whereupon  the  enemy  took  a- 
bcut  thirty  fail  both  Dutch  and  Enghfi;  and 
feveral  others  which  efcaped  into  the  port 
of  Malaga,  being  attack'd,  were  funk  by  their 
own  people,  to  prevent  their  being  taken  or 
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deltroyed.  The  fame  happened  to  four  rich 
Turkey- fhips,  which  put  into  Gibraltar. 

This  misfortune  was  loon  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther  from  an  enemy  too  ftrong  to  be  con¬ 
tended  with.  For  Sir  Francis  IVheler ,  being 
with  a  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  was  call 
away  in  his  flip,  the  Sujj'ex ,  by  a  violent  ftorm, 
ju.it  within  the  Str eight  s-mouth.  The  Cambridge 
and  the  Lumley  Cajlle,  with  fix  mercharit-fhips, 
homeward  bound  from  Turkey,  Venice  and  Leg¬ 
horn,  were  likewife  loft,  and  between  eight 
or  nine  hundred  men,,  together  with  the  ad¬ 
miral,  drowned. 

Anno  1694,  a  fleet  of  forty  or  fifty  French 
merchant- (hips  lying  in  Bertheaum-Bay ,  with  a 
man  of  war  or  two  for  their  convoy,  were 
attack’d  by  the  Monmouth  and  Refolution,  under 
command  of  captain  Trlckard,  who  took  two, 
and  forced  on  (hoar  thirty-five. 

The  fame  year,  a  defign  being  formed  a- 
gainft  the  important  harbour  of  Brefi,  in  the 
Lower  Bretagne,  a  fleet  of  forty  fail,  Englijh  and 
Dutch,  under  the  lord  Berkely,  and  a  body  of 
about  fix  thoufand  land-forces,  commanded 
by  lieutenant-general  Talmajh,  were  ordered 
to  put  it  in  execution.  Being  arrived  in  Ca- 
maret-Bay,  near  that  harbour,  a  confiderable 
number  of  the  forces  were  accordingly  land¬ 
ed  ;  but  the  enemy  having  had  timely  intelli¬ 
gence  had  made  fuch  provifion  for  their  re¬ 
ception,  by  fortifying  and  entrenching  she 
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wn  ,is  coaft  of  the  Bay,  that  they  were  re- 
puiied,  with  the  icfs  of  about  fix  hundred 
f ‘en  i  aitd  tae  lieutenant-general  himfelf,  be¬ 
ing  wounded  in  the  thigh,  died  not  long 
a.ter  at  Blimouth.  Three  of  the  Englijh  frigates 
w.ueh  were  lent  in  to  favour  The  landing 
were  much  fluttered,  and  a  Dutch  frigate  was 
iunk  by  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

lo  make  lome  amends  for  this  difappoint- 
mentj  two  large  and  noted  towns  on  the 
COalt  of  Normandy ,  viz,.  Dieppe  and  Havre  de  Grace, 
were  bombarded  and  almoft  laid  in  alhes  ;  and 
an  attempt  was  made  to  deltroy  the  wooden 
forts  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk 
with  certain  machines  oi  a  new  invention 
but  without  the  defired  fuccefs.  * 

The  fame  year,  admiral  Bufftl  was  fent  with 
a  fleet  to  the  Strelghts  j  but  no  opportunity  of 
fervice  offering,  he  received  order  to  winter 
at  Cadiz,.  While  the  fleet  lay  there,  captain 
Killigrew  was  fent  out  with  fix  men  of  war 
to  execute  certain  orders,  and  meeting  by 
the  way,  with  two  flout  French  men  of  war, 
called  the  Iridcnt  and  tne  Content ,  they  were 
both  taken,  but  he  loft  his  life  in  the  engage¬ 
ment. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1695-,  a  con¬ 
voy  being  arrived  from  England  with  a  body 
of  land  forces  amounting  to  about  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men,  the  fleet  failed  from 
Cadiz,,  and  foon  after  caft  anchor  before  Bar¬ 
celona 
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celona.  The  defign  was  to  attack  Valamos  (a 
Sea-port  of  Catalonia  in  poffeffion  of  the  French ) 
with  the  land-forces  in  conjunction  with  iome 
Spanljh  troops,  while  the  fleet  blocked  it  up 
by  Sea.  Accordingly,  about  four  thoufand 
men  under  command  of  brigadier  general  Stu-' 
art  and  the  count  of  Naffau  were  landed  near 
the  place  :  But  being  in  want  of  many  ne- 
ceifaries  (thro’  the  negligence  of  the  Spani¬ 
ards)  the  town  was  only  bombarded,  and  lb 
the  troops  were  reimbarked. 

At  home  a  refolution  was  taken  to  bom¬ 
bard  St.  Maloes ;  (a  very  noted  port  of  Bre¬ 
tagne)  for  which  purpofe  an  attempt  was 
firft  made  to  deftroy  a  wooden  fort  that  co« 
vered  the  place  ;  which  was  partly  effected 
by  the  means  of  two  fire-lhips.  Then  fol¬ 
lowed  the  bombardment  of  the  town,  into 
which  nine  hundred  bombs  and  carcaflTes  were 
thrown ;  which  cccaficned  a  great  fire  and 
did  confiderable  damage.  Soon  after,  Gran¬ 
ville  (a  pretty  large  town  in  the  lower  Nor¬ 
mandy)  was  entirely  deftroyed  without  the 
lofs  of  a  man.  The  defign  againft  Dun¬ 
kirk  was  likewife  refumed ;  but  little  execu¬ 
tion  was  done  befides  the  finking  of  three  of 
the  enemy's  half  gallies  by  the  bombs.  From 
thence  the  fleet  proceeded  to  Calais }  into 
which  about  fix  hundred  fhells  were  thrown  ■ 
which  fet  the  town  on  fire  in  feveral 
places. 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  following  year, 
Calais  was  bombarded  the  fecond  time.,  with 
defign  to  burn  certain  tranfports  which  had 
been  gotten  ready  for  a  defcenr,  in  favour  of 
the  late  king  James.  On  this  occalion,  about 
three  hundred  bombs  and  carcafles  were 
thrown  ;  which  did  conliderabie  damage  to 
the  town,  but  burnt  only  one  fmall  veifel 
in  the  harbour. 

The  fame  year,  the  confederate  fleet  land¬ 
ed  fome  men  on  the  iflands  Grouals Houaty 
and  Hejdlc ,  lying  near  the  French  coaft  ;  where 
they  took  and  deftroyed  all  they  found  : 
So  that  twas  computed,,  that  about  twenty 
veflels  and  thirteen  hundred  houfes  were 
burnt,  and  near  two  thoufand  head  of  black 
cattle  and  horfes  killed.  The  towns  of  St. 
Martin  and  Qlonne  were  likewife  bombarded^ 
and  very  much  damaged  by  throwing  in  near 
two  thoufand  bombs  and  carcaifes. 

i 

Thus  the  naval  war  in  Europe  ended  with  the 
ruin  of  divers  of  the  enemy  s  iflands  and  Sea¬ 
ports,  to  the  inexpreffibie  terror  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  all  which  the  French  were  rather  content 
to  endure,  than  to  hazard  another  voyage  up 
the  Channel  to  protetf:  their  coafts. 

Another  feene  of  war  had  opened  very 
early  in  America,  where  in  the  end  of  May 
1690  it  was  agreed  by  the  council  at  Ante- 
goa  (which  had  the  direction  of  affairs  in 
thofe  parts)  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the 

ifland 
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ifland  St.  Cbrlfiopbers .  Accordingly  captain 
Lawrence  Wright,  with  a  fquadion  of  men  of 
war  and  a  body  of  troops  comm  winded  by 
general  Codrlngton  ,  came  to  anchor  be¬ 
fore  the  ifland,,  and  a  landing  was  underta¬ 
ken  at  a  place  called  Friggof s  Bay  with  five 
hundred  men.  Thefe  attack’d  the  trench  fo 
vigoroufly that  after  a  hot  dilpute  of  about 
two  flours^  they  beat  them  out  of  their  trench¬ 
es,  The  reft  of  the  troops  being  landed^  to 
the  number  of  about  two  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  men^  the  whole  body  marched  towards 
BaJJe  Terre,  and  finding  the  enemy  advantage- 
oufly  polled  between  two  hills^  they  attack’d,, 
and  after  an  hour’s  refiftance^  defeated  them. 
BaJJe  Terre,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Englijh 
fquadrom,  was  immediately  deferred  by  the 
enemy ,  who  retired  to  the  mountains.  The 
Englijh  forces  marched  next  to  Charles  Fort 
which  after  a  fiege  of  few  days  furrendered. 

St.  Chr/Jlophers  being  thus  reduced,,  part  of 
the  troops  made  themfelves  mailers  of  St . 
Fuji  ace,  a  neighbouring  ifland^  which  the  ene¬ 
my  had  taken  from  the  Dutch. 

The  following  year.,  they  attack'd^  plunder¬ 
ed  and  utterly  deftroyed  the  French  ifland  of 
Mari  gal  ante  •  and  afterwards  landing  on  Gua¬ 
dalupe,  another  confiderable  ifland  belonging 
to  the  French,  they  defeated  a  body  of  the 
enemies^  and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
town.  But  as  they  were  preparing  to  attack 
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the  forts,  advice  was  brought  of  the  approach 
of  a  fquadron  of  eleven  French  men  of  war 
and  frigates  under  command  of  monfieur  Du 
Cajl'e,  coming  from  Martinico  to  its  relief  • 
which  obliged  them  haftily  to  quit  the  ifland, 
after  having  done  confiderable  damage  to  the 
enemy’s  plantations. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1695’,  Cap¬ 
tain  Robert  iVilmot  was  fent  with  a  fquadron 
of  men  of  war  and  fome  land  forces  to  the 
Ifland  St.  Domingo ;  where  the  forces  being 
joined  by  fome  Spanijh  troops,  and  marching 
to  befiege  the  town  and  fort  of  Cape  Francois 
the  French  blew  up  the  fort,  on  which  were 
mounted  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  burnt 
the  town  at  their  approach.  After  this,  fome 
troops  were  landed  near  Port  de  Paix  on  the 
fame  ifland,  which  deftroyed  the  enemy’s  pian- 
ations,  and  took  and  demolifhed  the  fort  3  in 
which  were  found  eighty  pieces  of  cannon 
mounted,  and  ftore  of  ammunition. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  French  did  confi¬ 
derable  damage  in  Newfoundland ,  where  molt 
of  the  Englijh  fettlements  were  deftroyed  by 
eight  large  privateers,  and  the  Sapbire ,  a  filth 
rate,  was  burnt  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
their  hands.  A  confiderable  fort  on  the  river 
Gambia  in  Africa  was  iikewife  taken  and  de- 
moliihed  by  the  enemy. 

In  the  year  1696,  rear-admiral  Nevil  being 
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fent  with  a  fquadron  to  the  Weft-Indies ,  met 
and  engaged  monfieur  Pointy 3  who  was  return¬ 
ing  with  a  great  booty  taken  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards  ac  the  plundering  of  Cartagena  :  Cut  fe- 
veral  accidents,  which  difabled  the  fails  of  the 
Englijh  {hips  during  the  chafe,  prevented  that 
treafure’s  falling  into  his  hands.  He  after¬ 
wards  detached  nine  {hips  of  his  fquadron 
to  attempt  Petit  Guavas;  which  place  was  ta¬ 
ken  by  furprife  :  But  moll  of  the  bailors  who 
were  landed,  drinking  too  plentifully  of  the 
liquors  they  found  in  the  town,  the  comma- 
dore  was  forced  to  let  fire  to  it  fooner  than 
was  intended  ;  fo  that  a  confiderable  booty 
was  loft  for  want  of  good  order  and  difci- 
pline. 

Monfieur  Pointy ,  who  fo  narrowly  efcaped 
from  rear-admiral  Nevil ,  got  not  home  to 
Breft  without  a  fecond  rencounter  with  four 
ftout  Englijh  men  of  war,  and  a  frigate,  un¬ 
der  command  of  captain  Harlow ,  about  90 
leagues  IV.  S.  IV.  from  Scilly ;  which  after  a 
fight  of  two  hours  obliged  him  to  bear  away  : 
but  his  (hips  being  clean  and  thofe  of  the 
Englijh  foul,  ’twas  impoffible  to  come  up  with 
hirn. 

At  laft,  the  flames  of  war,  which  had  fpread 
themfelves  over  lo  great  a  part  of  the  world, 
were  extinguifhed  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
was  concluded  at  Ryfwick,  Anno  1697. 

By  virtue  of  this  treaty,  king  William  was 
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acknowledged  as  king  of  England,  &c.  and 
Ins  principality  of  Orange  was  reftored  •  as 
were  likewife  whatever  places  had  been  taken 
in  the  Weft-Indies  by  either  party. 

Tho’  the  French,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
were  but  too  fuccefsful  in  taking  great  numbers 
of  merchant- fhips  by  their  privateers,  yet  their 
lofs  in  fhips  of  their  royal  navy,  which  were 
taken  or  deftroyed,  was  far  more  confidera- 
ble  than  that  of  the  Englijh .  For  it  was  com¬ 
puted  that  in  engagements  with  the  Englijh 
they  loft  about  fixty  men  of  war  and  frigates^ 
and  among  them  thirty-one  from  thirty  to 
a  hundred  and  four  guns,  whereas  the  Eng - 
Ujh  loft:  but  fifty,  among  which  were  only 
nineteen  from  thirty  to  feventy.  It  has  like¬ 
wife  been  computed,  that  through  the  care  of 
the  government,  the  royal  navy  of  England 
was,  at  the  end  of  this  war,  increafed  about 
one  third  part  in  bulk  and  force  of  (hips,  more 
than  in  the  year  1688. 

During  the  fhort  Interval  between  this  and 
the  fucceeding  war,  a  difference  arifing  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Northern  crowns ,  Sir  George 
Rook,  at  the  head  of  a  fleet  of  twenty-three 
Englijh  and  Dutch  men  of  war,  befides  frigates, 
fire-fhips  and  bomb-veffels,  was  fent  Anno 
1701,  to  the  Baltick ,  to  the  afliftance  of  the 
Swedes .  Fie  was  joined  July  6,  without  oppo¬ 
sition  from  the  Danes ,  by  the  Swed'fa  fleet  con¬ 
futing  of  thirty-four  fail  of  men  of  war  and 
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frigates,  five  fire-fliips,  and  a  bomb-veffe!.. 
Upon  this  conjunction,  the  Danijh  fleet,  of 
twenty-eight  fhips  of  the  line,  retired  before 
Copenhagen ,  where  they  fecured  themfelves  by 
funk  veffels,  by  Prahms  (or  floating  batteries) 
and  booms  laid  athwart  the  harbour.  How¬ 
ever,  the  bomb-veffels  were  brought  fo  near, 
that  they  were  twice  bombarded,1  but  with 
very  little  fuccefs.  Soon  after  this,  the  king 
of  Sweden  landed  with  a  body  of  troops  near 
Elfeneur ,  under  protection  of  the  confederate 
fleet,  and  preparations  were  made  for  laying 
liege  to  Copenhagen :  Upon  which,  the  king  of 
Denmark,  thought  fit  to  come  to  an  accommo¬ 
dation  •  and  the  peace  was  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded  at  Travendal,  Aug.  1 8,  the  fame  year. 

The  French  court,  by  their  refined  politicks, 
having  found  means  to  let  the  duke  of  Anjouy 
fecond  fon  of  the  Dauphin ,  on  the  throne  of 
Spain ,  in  defiance  of  the  molt  folemn  treaties, 
this  produced  a  new  war  between  the  confe¬ 
derates  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain 
in  conjunction. 

The  firit  confiderable  aCfion  that  employed 
the  naval  forces  of  the  confederates  in  Europe , 
was  the  attempt  on  Cadiz, :  On  which  occafi- 
on.  Sir  George  Rook  commanded  the  fleet,  and 
the  late  duke  of  Ormond  headed  the  troops, 
confifting  of  about  ten  thoufand  men.  The 
fleet  being  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  the 
troops  landed  Aug.  ij.  Anno  1702.  About  an 

hundred 
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hundred  Englljh  granadiers.,  who  were  firft  fet 
on  fhoar,  under  command  of  Colonel  Pierce, 
were  immediately  attack’d  by  a  body  of  Spa- 
nljh  horfe,,  headed  by  a  lieutenant-general ; 
but  they  flood  fo  firm,,  and  made  fo  brisk  a 
fire^  that  the  lieutenant-general  was  killed^  and 
the  horfe  were  put  to  the  rout.  The  reft  of 
the  troops  being  landed,,  notwithftanding  the 
hot  fire  of  the  enemy  from  Fort  St.  Catharine, 
and  divers  batteries  (from  which  the  Spaniards 
were  at  laft  driven  by  the  cannon  of  the  fri¬ 
gates  which  favoured  the  landing)  the  army 
marched  the  next  day  to  Rota ;  which  was  im¬ 
mediately  furrendered.  On  the  20th^  they 
marched  to  Port  St.  Mary's,  the  Spaniards  re¬ 
treating  before  them ;  Whereupon  the  place  was 
entered  without  any  oppofition^  being  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants.  Here 
the  foldiers  drinking  too  freely  of  the  Spanijh 
wines  could  not  be  kept  under  difcipline^  but 
plundered  the  town,,  which  was  very  rich:  Nor 
were  fome  of  the  officers  lefs  guilty  than  the 
private  foldiers.  This  much  exafperated  the 
people  of  the  country,,  and  proved  very  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  affairs  of  king  Charles,  to  fup- 
port  whofe  title  againft  the  duke  of  Anjou,  the 
expedition  was  chiefly  undertaken.  On  the 
2zd,  a  party  was  fent  which  took  poffeffion 
of  Fort  St.  Catherine,  near  the  landing-place. 
But  after  this.,  nothing  was  attempted  againft 

Cadiz,  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  Which  long 

delay 
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delay  gave  opportunity  ro  the  enemy  to  fe- 
cure  the  paflage  into  the  harbour,  by  a  Itrong 
boom,  and  divers  veffels  which  they  funk  • 
fo  that  it  was  afterwards  judged  impractica¬ 
ble  to  force  it,  while  the  two  forts  of  the 
Tuntal  and  Matagorda  were  unreduced.  The 
Matagorda  was  therefore  attempted  by  a  body 
of  fix  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  baroa 
Spar,  the  Dutch  general  :  But  the  troops  being 
expofed  to  the  fire  of  feven  Spawjh  men  of  war, 

•  and  eight  gallies,  and  the  ground  being  fo 
b°ggy.>  as  not  t0  admit  of  trenches  deep  e- 
nough  to  cover  the  men,  nor  of  batteries  for 
planting  the  heavy  cannon,  ’twas  thought 
proper  to  retire  from  the  fort,  after  having 
burnt  the  magazines  at  Port  Real.  The  defign 
to  reduce  Cadiz ,  being  found  impracticable, 
the  army  drew  off  •  and,  having  burnt  and  de- 
Itroyed  all  the  (tores  at  Port  St,  Mar/s  and 
Rota,  returned  on  board.  The  refolution  of 
retiring  a-board  was  the  rather  taken,  be- 
caufe  no  Spaniards  of  note  had  come  in  and 
declared  for  king  Charles ,  as  was  expected. 

The  fleet,  having  mifs’d  of  the  defired  fuc- 
cefs,  was  returning  home,  when  captain 
Hardy ,  of  the  Pembroke,  brought  the  welcome 
news  of  the  arrival  of  the  galleons  at  Vigo,  a 
port  of  Gallicia ,  under  convoy  of  a  Igua- 
dron  of  French  men  of  war.  Hereupon,  it 
was  immediately  refolved  to  fail  thither.  The 
fleet  being  arrived  off  the  harbour,  flxteen 

^  Englijh 
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Englljh ,  and  ten  Dutch  men  of  war,  were  fent 
in,  and  the  late  duke  ol  Ormond  was  landed 
with  a  body  of  two  thoufand,  five  hundred 
men.  Though  the  troops  were  obliged  to 
march  up  craggy  hills,  in  the  face  of  an  army 
of  eight  thouland  Spaniards ,  before  they  could 
come  at  the  forts  which  guarded  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  ,•  yet  they  a&ed  with  fuch  cou¬ 
rage  and  refolution,  that  the  Spaniards  were 
foon  repuls'd.  The  enemies  had  not  only  pro¬ 
vided  the  forts  with  all  neceffaries,  but  had 
raifed  feveral  batteries,  and  laid  a  ftrong 
boom  a-crofs  the  harbour.  But  the  troops 
having  attack'd  and  mattered  the  nearett  fort 
and  batteries,  the  boom  could  not  long  re¬ 
tard  the  fate  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  Vice-ad¬ 
miral  HopfonD  in  the  Torbay ,  who  was  the  firft 
that  entered  within  the  boom,  (for  the  break¬ 
ing  of  which,  he  was  afterwards  knighted, 
and  obtained  a  confiderable  penfion)  was  im¬ 
mediately  laid  a-board  by  one  of  the  French 
fire-fhips.  But  the  fire-fliip,  being  partly 
laden  with  fnufF,  and  blowing  up  foon  after, 
the  flames  were  almoft  extinguifh'd  by  the 
{huff ;  fo  that  through  the  diligence  of  the 
officers  and  failors,  who  remained  a-board, 
(for  divers  had  leap'd  into  the  water)  the 
{hip  wTas  preferved.  The  French  men  of  war, 
which  lay  ranged  behind  the  boom,  in  the 
form  of  an  half-moon,  fired  very  briskly  ac 
firft  ,*  but,  after  a  fight  of  about  half  an  hour^ 
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the  enemies  fell  into  confufion,  and  fet  fire  to 
federal  of  their  own  (hips.  They  confided 
of  fifteen  men  of  war,  from  feventy-fix  to 
forty-two  gunSj  two  frigates  and  a  fire-fliip* 
of  which  five  were  brought  off  by  the  Englijhy 
and  one  by  the  Dutch,  the  reft  being  either 
burnt  or  bilged.  The  galleons  (which  had  run 
up  the  river  as  far  as  they  conveniently 
could)  were  feventeen  four  of  which  were 
taken  afioar,  and  two  afhoar.,  by  the  Englijhy 
and  five  by  the  Dutch  :  The  others  were  burnt. 

The  booty  taken  by  the  confederates  was 
very  confiderable.  For  tho?  fourteen  millions 
of  pieces  of  eight  were  carried  afhoar,  be¬ 
fore  their  arrival,,  yet  ’twas  computed  chat 
fix  millions  ftill  remained  on  boara  befides 
vaft  quantities  of  rich  goods. 

Sir  cloudtfley  Shovel  arriving  loon  after  the 
adtion,  was  left  at  Vigo  by  the  admiral,  with 
orders  to  refit  and  bring  home  l'uch  of  the 
French  and  Spanijh  Ihips  as  were  in  a  ■wOn- 
dition  to  put  to  Sea,  and  to  deltroy  tin;  r  eft. 
This  was  accordingly  executed.;  and  a  galleon 
which  Jay  on  llioar  being  unloaded,  arid  an 
hundred  and  ten  large  brafs  guns  being  taken 
from  the  batteries  and  out  of  fome  of  t  ie 
French  men  of  war  that  were  bilged,  the 
goods  and  cannon  were  brought  with  the 
other  prizes  to  England. 

The  following  year  was  not  very  remark¬ 
able  for  actions  at  Sea  :  Only  feven  French 

S  2  men 


men  of  war  and  large  privateers  from  Dun* 
kirk  attacking  the  Salisbury  and  Adventure ,  which 
were  convoys  to  fome  merchant-fliips  home¬ 
ward  bound  from  Holland ,  the  former  was 
taken,  with  feveral  merchant-fliips,  after  a 
brave  defence:  And  two  French  men  of  war 
of  fifty  two  and  fifty  guns.,  called  the  Auguff 
and  the  Hazardous ,  as  alfo  two  Spamjh  galleon 
men  of  war  of  fixty  guns  each,  called  the 
Santa  There  fa  and  the  Porta  Cxlly  were  taken, 
at  feveral  times,  by  the  Englljh. 

But  that  which  rendered  the  year  170;, 
particularly  remarkable  was  the  dreadful  hur¬ 
ricane  which  happened  November  26th  at  night* 
It  would  be  endlefs  as  well  as  foreign  to  our 
defign  to  enter  on  a  detail  of  the  lofTes  it  occa¬ 
sioned  by  land;  The  lofs  fuffered  by  Sea,  with 
regard  to  the  royal  navy,  was  computed  to 
be  thirteen  men  of  war  and  frigates.  Rear- 
admiral  Beaumont  in  the  A dary  was  drowned, 
and  Sir  Cloudejley  Shovel  and  Sir  Stafford  Fair¬ 
born  were  very  much  endangered,  being  dri¬ 
ven  to  the  coalt  of  Norway .  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  merchant-fhips  were  milling,  lome  of 
which  faved  themfelves  in  foreign  ports,  and 
others,  alter  having  fuffered  extremely  at  Sea, 
returned  much  difabled.  But  the  lofs  of  Sea¬ 
men  was  molt  deplorable.  Yet  thro’  the  wif- 
doni  and  zeal  ol  the  parliament  (which  im¬ 
mediately  voted  the  building  of  double  the 
number  of  men  of  war)  and  the  prudent 

meafures 
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meafures  taken  by  the  government,  for  the 
encouragement  and  increale  of  Seamen,  tuis 
great  calamity  became  an  advantage 

Sir  George  Rook  being  lent,  the  ioilowing 
year,  with  the  confederate  fleet  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  and  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar ,  formed 
a  defign  to  reduce  that  important  place. 
For  this  purpofe,  having  fir  ft  landed  the  ma¬ 
rines,  to  cut  off  the  communication  with  the 
main,  he  fent  a  fummons  to  thegoveinoi,  to 
furrender  to  his  catholick  majefty  king  Charles 
III.  Upon  his  refufal,  twenty-two  men  of 
war,  Engltjl)  and  Dutch ,  commanded  by  tear- 
udmirul  were  ordered,  to  csnriviisuv 

the  town  j  which  was  done  tor  leverai  hours 
with  great  fury,  it  being  computed  tnat  iif 
teen  thoufand  fhoc  were  fired.  By  this  means 
the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  battery  at 
the  fouth-rnole-head ;  upon  which  the  boats 
were  manned  and  lent  under  captain  Whita¬ 
ker  (afterwards  Sir  Edward)  to  take  poileffion 
of  it.  This  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
bravery.  But  the  Spaniards  having  laid  a. 
train  to  the  powder-magazine,  it  blew  up, 
and  killed  and  wounded  above  an  hundred 
men  :  Notwithltanding  which,  the  bailors 
advanced  and  took  a  redoubt  between  the 
mole  and  the  town.  The  confequence  was, 
that  though  the  place  was  very  ftrong 
both  by  nature  and  art  (having  an  hundred 
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cannon  planted  towards  the  Sea)  yet  the  gar- 
nlon  was  obliged  to  furrender,  about  the 
end  of  June ,  after  an  attack  of  three  days. 

In  Augufl,  near  Cape  Malaga,  happened  the 
oniy  general  engagement  of  this  war.  The 
confederate  fleet  conn  [ted  of  fiity-rhree  fh i p 
under  command  of  Sir  George  Rook,  and  the 
French  were  fifty*  two  fhips  (tor  the  molt  part 
very  large)  and  twenty-four  gallies,  com¬ 
manded  by  the  count  De  Tholoufe ,  high-admi¬ 
ral  of  France .  In  lefs  than  two  hours  after 
the  fight  was  begun  by  the  confederates, 
the  enemy  s  van,  being  vigoroufly  prefs  d  by 
Sir  Cloudejlty  Shovel ,  began  to  give  way  •  as 
did  their  rear  foon  alter,  being  no  iels  vi- 
goi  oufly  attack’d  by  the  Dutch .  But  the  ene¬ 
mies  being  very  ftrong  in  the  center,  and 
fome  of  the  Englijh  fhips  being  obliged  to  go 
out  of  the  line,  for  want  of  fhot  (occafioned 
by  the  great  expence  of  it  at  Gibraltar)  leveral 
©f  Sir  George  Rook's  own  fquadron  Buffered 
very  much.  About  feven  in  the  evening, 
one  of  the  French  admiral’s  feconds  advanced 
out  oi  the  line,  and  began  a  clofie  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  Sts  George ,  commanded  by  Sir 
John  Jennings  •  but,  norwithftanding  that  the 
St.  George  had  already  buffered  much,  fhe  met 
with  fuch  rough  treatment,  that  file  had  dif¬ 
ficulty  enough  to  rejoin  the  line,  after  the 
lois  of  both  her  captains,  and  abundance  of 
her  men.  The  whole  French  fleet  (according 

to 
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to  our  accounts)  retired  Toon  ulcer,  and  tne 

next  day  were  out  of  light. 

Tho’  the  itrength  of  both  parties  hi  men 
of  war  had  been  equal;  (whereas  the  French 
had  forne  hundreds  of  cannon  more  than  the 
confederates)  yet  the  French ,  whole  Hops  were 
clean,  full  manned,  well  provided  with  am¬ 
munition,  and  a  (lifted  by  gallies  which  could 
tow  them  off  or  on  at  pleafure,  would  have 
had  great  advantages.  The  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  on  the  fide  of  the  confederates,  were  two 
thoufand,  (even  hundred  and  fixty- eight ;  but 
not  a  fhip  was  loft,  during  the  fight.  On  the 
other  lide,  the  French  confels  but  ritteen  hun¬ 
dred  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  pretend 
that  the  confederates  firft  quitted  the  place 
of  battle  *.  But  whatever  they  may  pretend, 
’tis  certain  that  the  iftue  of  this  general  en¬ 
gagement  deprived  them  of  the  inclination 
to  hazard  another.  For,  after  this,  they  ne¬ 
ver  ventured  their  fleet  at  Sea ;  but  contented 
themfelves  with  fending  out  fquadrons  to  di- 
fturb  the  commerce  of  the  confederates,  by 
attacking  their  convoys  ;  of  which  we  fhall 
hear  more  anon. 

The  lofs  of  Gibraltar  was  fo  fenfible  a  blow 
to  Spain,  that  a  refclution  was  boon  taken  to 
attempt  to  regain  it.  Accordingly,  in  the 
beginning  of  October,  the  fame  year,  a  French 
fquadron  of  nineteen  fhips,  great  and  bmall, 

S  4  cam® 
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came  into  the  bay,  with  defign  to  befiege 
the  p.ace  by  Sea,  while  the  marquis  De  yilla- 
aanas  with  eight  thoufand  men,  French  and 
Spaniards,  did  the  fame  by  land.  However, 
the  French ,  having  landed  fix  battalions, 
thought  proper,  for  the  molt  part,  to  quit 
the  bay,  leaving  only  fix  frigates,  from  forty 
to  twenty  guns.  Upon  advice  of  this.  Sir 
John  Leake ,  who  was  left  with  part  of  the 
confederate  fleet  in  thofe  Seas,  made  the  ne- 
ceffary  difpofitions  to  repair  to  the  relief  of 
the  place.  His  arrival  there,  on  the  25-th  of 
Oihiser,  with  fourteen  English,  and  fix  Dutch 
men  of  war  from  Lisbon,  w.-s  fo  fudden  and 
uiKxpeded,  that  he  furpnzed  two  of  the 
enemy  s  frigates  ol  tnirty-iour  guns  each,  one 
of  twelve,  a  fire-lhip,  a  tartan,  and  two  Eny- 
I'Ju  prizes,  all  which,  being  run  a-fhoar,  were 
buint  j  and  one  of  thirty  guns  was  taken  1 
Whereupon,  having  reinforced  the  garrifon 

with  twro  thoufand  men,  he  returned  to 
Lisbon. 

Ill  the  end  of  February  following.  Sir  John 
received  auvice,  tnat  monfieur  Pointy  was  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  with  fourteen 
men  of  war,  and  two  fire-fhips,  and  that  the 
French  and  Spanijh  army  defigned  to  make  a  ge¬ 
neral  affault  upon  the  town.  Hereupon,  he 
failed  again  to  its  relief.  March  9,  he  difeo- 
vered  live  fail  of  the  enemies  making  out  of 
fhe  bay,  to  follow  the  reft  of  their  fquadron, 

which 
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which  went  off,  upon  the  firft  notice  of  his 
approach.  Thefe  he  immediately  gave  chafe 
to  •  and  foon  alter,,  one  of  them,  called  the 
Arrogant ,  carrying  fixty  guns,  was  taken  ,•  as 
were  two  others,  viz,,  the  Ardent  of  iixty-fix, 
and  the  Mar^ulfe  of  fifty-fix,  after  feme  little 
refiftance.  The  other  two,  called  the  Magna* 
mme  of  feventy-four,  and  the  Lis  of  eighty-fix 
guns,  were  run  a-fhoar,  and  burnt  by  the  ene¬ 
mies  themfelves. 

Thus  Gibraltar  was  the  fecond  time  relieved, 
when  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.  Upon 
which,  the  enemy,  defpairing  of  fiiccefs,  broke 
up  the  liege,  after  the  lofs  of  a  great  part  of 
their  troops,  by  the  brave  defence  of  the 
prince  of  HeJJe  Darwjlad  and  the  Englifh  gar- 
rifon. 

King  Charles ,  having  received  an  invitation 
from  his  adherents  in  Catalonia ,  the  neceffary 
preparations  were  made  for  his  landing  in  that 
province,  with  a  body  of  English  and  Dutch 
troops,  to  affert  his  right  to  the  crown  of 
Spain .  Every  thing  being  ready,  the  fleet,  un¬ 
der  command  of  Sir  John  Leake ,  failed  the 
fame  year  (being  1705*)  to  Barcelona ,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  Catalonia  :  Where  the  troops,  confuting 
of  about  three  thoufand  men,  being  landed 
and  joined  by  a  body  of  four  or  five  thou¬ 
fand  Catalans ,  that  city,  in  which  was  a  nu¬ 
merous  garrifon,  was  befieged  by  Sea  and 
Land,  and  reduced,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  the 
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obedience  Ci  king  Charles ,  who  made  it  his 
place  of  refidence.  But  the  brave  prince  of 
HeJJe  Darmftad  was  unfoi  tunateiy  killed  in  the 
attack  upon  Fort  Mont  Joul. 

In  order  to  regain  this  important  place,  a 
French  army,  confuting  of  about  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  under  command  of  the  marefchal 
De  TeJJe ,  was  fent  to  form  the  fiege  by  Land, 
while  a  ftrong  fquadron  block’d  it  up  by  Sea. 
The  fiege  had  lafted  near  fix  weeks,  when  the 
garrifon  and  inhabitants  (together  with  the 
king)  being  reduced  to  great  extremities,  were 
feafonably  relieved  in  the  beginning  of  May 
1706,  by  the  confederate  fleet,  at  whofe  ap¬ 
proach,  the  enemy’s  fquadron  retired  ;  as  did 
their  army,  foon  after,  upon  the  landing  of 
a  body  of  troops,  under  the  earl  of  'Peterbo¬ 
rough.  The  enemies  left  behind  them  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  fix  pieces  of  brafs-cannon,  forty- 
feven  mortars,  two  thoufand  bombs,  ten  thou- 
fand  grenadoes,  forty  thoufand  cannon-bullets, 
five  thoufand  barrels  of  powder,  five  hundred 
barrels  of  musket-fhot,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of 
provifions,  with  many  of  their  fick  and  wound¬ 
ed  men.  In  their  retreat,  they  were  much 
harafs’d,  both  by  the  miquelets  and  regular 
troops. 

The  fleet  afterwards  failed  to  attack  Cartha- 
gena ,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Alicant, 
where  a  body  of  Engltjh  failors,  headed  by 
their  proper  Sea-officers,  fignalized  themfelves 
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by  mounting  the  breach,  and  taking  the 
town,  after  the  grenadiers,  who  Itonu  d  it, 
had  been  repuls’d:  Which  brave  exploit  was 
foon  after  followed  by  the  fur  render  ci  the 
cattle. 

The  iflands  of  Yvlca  and  Majorca  (urren- 
dered,  on  the  firft  approach  of  the  fleet. 

The  fame  year  (being  1706)  there  happen’d 
feveral  (harp  engagements  between  the  French 
fquadrons  and  fome  Englljh  convoys.  Three 
Englljh  men  of  war,  viz,*  the  RoyaUOak,  the 
Hamj>ton*Court ,  and  the  Grafton 9  from  feventy 
to  feventy-fix  guns,  with  feveral  merchant- 
Ihips  under  their  convoy,  were  attack'd  in  the 
Channel,  by  the  chevalier  de  St.  Paul ,  with  nine 
French  men  of  war  from  Dunkirk,  of  between, 
fifty  and  fixty  guns,  and  feveral  flout  priva¬ 
teers.  After  a  very  long  and  defperate  fight, 
the  Grafton  and  Hampton-Court  were  obliged  to 
furrender,  (one  of  the  captains  being  killed, 
and  the  other  mortally  wounded)  and  were  car¬ 
ried  to  Dunkirk, with  five  or  fix  of  themerchant- 
fhips  ;  But  the  chevalier  de  St.  Paul  loft  his 
life  in  the  engagement.  Soon  after  this  mil- 
fortune,  there  happened  another  *  for  com- 
madore  Edwards,  with  the  Devonjhlre,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Royal-Oak ,  chefter  and  Ruby,  from  fifty  to 
eighty  guns,  falling  in,  near  the  Land' s-end , 
with  the  united  fquadrons  of  monfieur  Fourbin 
and  monfieur  Da  Guai  Frouin,  confilting  of 
twelve  (hips,  from  forty  to  feventy*two  guns, 
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and  being  much  overpowered,  the  Cumber¬ 
land  of  eighty,  and  the  Cbefier  and  Ruby  of 
fifty  guns  each  were  taken  after  a  bloody 
fight  y  and  the  Devonjhlre  of  eighty  guns  blew 
lip,  but  the  Royal-Oak ;  alter  having  cleared 
her  decks  of  the  enemy  who  boarded  her, 
efcaped  a  fecond  time,  as  did  molt  of  the 
merchant-fhips  under  their  convoy. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Rumney  of  fifty  guns, 
captain  Cony  commander,  brought  off  from 
under  the  cannon  of  Malaga  a  French  (hip  of 
fixteen  guns  with  thirty  pieces  of  brafs  can¬ 
non  on  board,  being  part  of  thofe  which  be¬ 
longed  to  monfieur  Pointy's  fhips  that  were 
forced  on  fhore  near  Gibraltar  by  Sir  John 
Leake .  And  foon  after,  in  company  of  the 
Milford  and  Poway,  the  fame  captain  attacked 
a  French  man  of  war  of  fixty-four  guns  lying 
under  a  caltle  near  Almerlay  which  blew 
up,  during  the  engagement.  He  afterwards 
lingly  attack’d  and  took  a  man  of  war  of 
forty-four  guns,  called  the  Mercury . 

The  confederates,  to  give  an  effedual  proof 
of  their  being  mailers  at  Sea,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  the  molt  effectual  mea- 
fures  to  remain  fo,  made  an  attempt  foon  af¬ 
ter  on  the  harbour  of  Thoulony  the  ftation  of 
the  capital  fhips  of  the  French  royal  navy. 
For  this  purpofe  an  army  of  thirty-five  thou- 
land  men,  headed  by  the  duke  of  Savoy  and 
prince  Eugene  ^marched  from  Piedmont  along 


Goluninct  Rojlrata;  2  8  cj 

the  coaft  of  Provence ,  being  attended  by  the 
grand  fleet  under  Sir  C loudejley  Shovel.  The 
fleet  being  come  before  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Far  (which  it  was  neceffary  for  the  ar¬ 
my  to  pais  in  their  way  to  Thoulon )  Sir  Clou- 
dejley  brought  his  ihips  fo  near,  that  he  forc¬ 
ed  the  enemy’s  troops  that  guarded  the  op- 
pofite  bank  of  the  river  out  of  their  works ; 
fo  that  Sir  John  Norris,  landing  with  five  or 
fix  hundred  feamen  and  marines,  took  pofleP* 
fion  of  them  without  refiftance.  The  fleet 
and  army  being  arrived  before  Thoulon,  the 
flege  was  undertaken:  But  the  marefchal  ‘De 
TeJJe  having  by  hafty  marches  prevented  the 
confederates,  and  taken  pofl’eflton  of  the 
out-works  of  the  place  with  forty  battali¬ 
ons,  they  found  fuch  refiftance  that  the  ar¬ 
my  was  obliged  to  retreat.  The  town  was 
however  bombarded  by  the  fleet  (after  the  ta¬ 
king  of  the  forts  of  St.  Margaret  and  St.  Lewis 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour)  and  the  ma¬ 
gazine  of  cordage  together  with  divers  fine 
buildings  were  laid  in  aflies.  To  prevent  the 
firing  of  the  men  of  war  which  lay  in  the 
harbour,  the  enemy  funk  about  twenty  of 
them  (ten  or  more  being  three- deck  Ihips) 
which  were  all  fo  damaged  that  they  were 
never  after  fit  for  fervice. 

Sir  Cloudejley,  returning  home  from  this  ex¬ 
pedition  with  part  of  the  fleet,  had  the  mif- 
iortune  to  be  caft  away  in  hazy  weather 
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in  his  brave  fhip  the  dJJ}, elation  of  ninety 
guns,  upon  the  rocks  of  Scilly.  The  fame  dif- 
after  befell  two  other  men  of  war,  viz,,  the 
Eagle  of  feventy.,  and  the  Rumney  of  fifty 
guns,  commanded  by  the  captains  Han¬ 
cock  and  Cony,  which  were  alfo  loft  with  all 
their  mem,  together  with  the  Fire-brand  fire- 
fhip  3  the  other  fhips  in  their  company  es¬ 
caping  with  great  difficulty.  The  body  of 
the  admiral  was  found  Some  time  after.,  and 
honourably  interred  in  Wejlminjlcr- Abbey  with 
a  monument  and  inscription  Suitable  to  his 
great  merit. 

The  enemy,  broken  with  misfortunes  both 
by  Land  and  Sea.,  was  willing  to  make  an 
experiment,,  which.,  had  it  met  with  SucceSs^ 
would  have  effectually  retrieved  his  affairs. 
A  project  was  formed  to  land  the  pretend¬ 
er  to  the  Brhijh  crown  in  Scotland ,  where 
he  had  at  that  time  a  confiderable  party. 
With  this  view.,  a  Squadron  of  fifteen  Saif, 
under  command  of  monfieur  Fourbin  was 
fitted  out,  and  a  body  of  troops  confifting  of 
twelve  battalions  embarqued  at  Dunkirk.  But 
the  Brhijh  court  having  timely  notice  of  the 
delign,,  a  fleet  of  forty  men  of  war  was  got 
ready  with  Such  expedition^  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Sir  George  Byng,  that  the  enemies 
being  purfued  and  overtaken  on  the  coaft  of 
Scotland,  were  obliged  to  quit  their  enterprize 
with  the  lofs  of  a  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns., 
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formerly  taken  from  the  Engliffi,  and  called 
the  Salisbury,  on  board  of  which  were  found 
five  companies  of  the  troops,  together  with 
the  lords  Griffin  and  Clermont,  the  marquis  De 
Levi  (a  French  lieutenant-general)  and  divers 
others  of  note. 

In  the  year  1708,  Sir  John  Leake,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  grand  fleet  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Cloudejley  Shovel,  met  in  the  Mediterranean  with 
a  fleet  of  ninety  fattees  and  tartans  laden 
with  provifions  for  the  French  army  in  the 
Am  tour  dan,  and  convoyed  by  three  frigates ; 
of  which  fleet  above  feventy  were  taken  • 
but,  it  being  calm,  the  frigates  efcaped,  by 
means  of  their  oars. 

It  being  afterwards  refolved  to  attempt  Sar¬ 
dinia,  Sir  John  with  the  grofs  of  the  fleet  ar¬ 
rived,  Aug.  x,  before  Cagliari,  the  capital  of 
that  ifiand,  which  he  bombarded  all  night, 
and  the  next  morning  landed  the  marines 
and  a  Spanijh  regiment,  under  command  of 
major-general  Wills;  whereupon  the  governor 
furrendered  •  which  example  was  followed  by 
the  whole  iiland. 

Soon  after,  part  of  the  fleet  being  com¬ 
manded  by  Sir  Edward  Whitaker ,  with  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  troops  confining  of  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  men,  under  lieutenant-general  Stan - 
hope,  made  an  attempt  on  Fort- Mahon:  which 
place,  together  with  the  whole  ifland  of  Mi¬ 
norca,  was  reduced  about  the  middle  of  Sep~ 
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tember .  Thus  the  English  y  with  very  little  lofs* 
became  matters,  of  one  of  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient  harbours  of  the  Mediterranean.  There 
were  found  in  the  place  above  an  hundred 
guns  mounted,  and  the  garrifon  confifted  of 
eight  hundred  effective  men  well  provided 
with  all  neceffaries. 

The  fame  year,  my  lord  Durfley ,  after  ha¬ 
ving  taken  feveral  privateers  and  other  vef- 
fels  near  Plymouth y  retook  an  Englijh  man  of  war, 
called  the  Brifioly  of  fifty  guns,  and  took  a  French 
fliip  of  war,  called  the  Gloirey  of  forty-four 
guns;  and  afterwards  giving  chafe  to  mon¬ 
sieur  Du  Guai  Trouin  in  his  fliip,  the  Achilles  y  he 
followed  him  fo  clofe  that  he  made  his  efcape 
with  great  difficulty. 

In  the  year  1709,  the  Englijh  frigates  in  the 
j Mediterranean  took  between  lixty  and  feventy 
prizes  from  the  enemy  ;  among  which  was  a 
man  of  war  of  fifty-fix  guns,  called  the  Gal - 
Hardy  as  alfo  three  rich  fhips  from  'Turkey  and 
as  many  from  Marfeillesy  and  a  fleet  of  above 
fifty  fail,  laden  with  provifions  for  the  French 
troop  s. 

About  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Pembroke  and 
Falcon  of  fixty-four,  and  thirty-two  guns,  be¬ 
ing  attack’d  near  Nice  by  three  French  men  of 
war,  of  feventy,  lixty,  and  fifty-four  guns, 
the  former,  after  the  lofs  of  the  captain  and 
a  hundred  and  forty  men  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  was  much  difabled,  and  obliged  to  fur- 
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rinder  ,•  as  was  the  Falcon  Toon  after.  On  the 
the  other  fide,  the  Warfpight  and  Breda ,  of 
feventy  guns  each,  took  near  Cape  Roxent ,  af¬ 
ter  a  fhort,  but  warm  diipute,  a  French  (hip 
of  war  of  fifty  four  guns,  called  the  Moor. 

The  year  following.  Sir  John  Norris ,  being 
with  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ,  received 
advice,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  that  the 
duke  of  Turfis  was  failed  with  his  fquadron  of 
Span IJl)  gallies,  and  fome  fattees  with  troops, 
to  make  a  defcent  on  Sardinia ;  Whereupon, 
he  approached  that  ifland,  to  prevent  the 
defign.  But,  ere  he  arrived,  they  had  landed 
four  hundred  men,  and  taken  the  town  of  Terra. 
Nova.  However,  it  was  loon  retaken  by  fome 
Englljh  forces,  which  Were  put  on  flloar  under 
general  Brown  ;  and  four  fattees,  which  had 
landed  the  enemy’s  troops,  were  feiz’d.  After 
this.  Sir  John,  purfuing  the  duke  to  the  coalfc 
of  Corfica ,  took  feven  more  of  his  fattees  at  an¬ 
chor,  near  Adjaz,zo,  with  all  his  provifions  * 
but  the  duke  with  his  gallies  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape. 

The  fame  year,  a  pro jcd  wa &  formed  by 
one  monlieur  De  Seifan  (formerly  a  major-ge¬ 
neral  in  the  French  fervice,  but  difgufted/td 
carry  the  war  into  France,  and,  by  joining  thd 
Rfotejlants  of  the  Cevennes ,  to  make  a  diverlson 
in  favour  of  king  Charles.  With  this  view,  a 
landing  was  undertaken  with  about  four  thou¬ 
sand  men,  under  major-general  Stanhope,  near 
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Cette,  a  fea-port  of  Languedoc,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  Cevennes  5*  which  place  was 
foon  taken,  as  was  alfo  the  town  of  Agde. 
But  the  dukes  De  Roquelaur  and  No  allies  coming 
down  with  a  great  body  of  troops^  they  were 
obliged  to  return  a-board,  with  the  lols  of 
fifty  men,  who  retired  not  in  time  from  a 
certain  advanced  fort. 

To  conclude  the  war  in  Europe ,  many  prizes 
were  taken  by  the  Englijh  frigates  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  and  near  the  coaits  of  France  and 
Portugal  :  And  on  the  other  fide,  the  Advice > 
a  fmall  Englijh  fourth-rate,  commanded  by  the 
lord  Duffm,  was  taken  by  feveral  large  priva¬ 
teers,  after  a  (harp  fight,  wherein  the  Englijh 
fliip  was  much  (battered,  many  of  her  men  were 
killed  and  difabled,  and  his  lordfhip  himfclf 
received  no  lefs  than  eight  wounds.  * 

The  beginning  of  the  war  in  America  was 
unfortunate,  through  the  lofs  of  vice-admiral 
Btmbow,  a  perfon,  who,  from  a  mean  original, 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  that  high  ftation  by  his 
extraordinary  merit.  This  brave  feaman  be¬ 
ing  font  with  a  fquadron  of  fix  men  of  war 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  going  in  fearch  of  mon- 
fieur  Du  Cafte,  (who  was  carrying  the  Spanljh 
duke  of  Albuquerque  to  his  government  of  Mexico 
with  a  good  number  of  troops  a-board)  took 
and  deftroyed,  by  the  way,  eight  or  ten  mer- 
chant-ihips,  and  a  man  of  war,  capable  of 
carrying  fifty  guns.  Afterwards  difcovering 
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monfieur  Du  Caffe,  with  four  large  (hips  of 
war,  and  a  frigate  of  thirty  guns,  together 
with  Tome  (mailer  velfels,  he  gave  hint  chafe 
and  coming  up  with  him  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gufi,  1702 ,  towards  night,  engaged  him  with 
great  relolution.  The  chafe  and  fight  were 
renewed  by  the  vice-admiral,  feverai  days  fuc- 
ceffively.  But,  divers  of  his  captains  keeping 
a-ftern,  the  Ruby  (one  of  the  Englljh  fhips_, 
whofe  captain  had  behaved  very  bravely)  was 
fo  difabied,  that  on  the  fifth  day  fhe  was  fent 
to  Jamaica  to  refit  ;  And  the  fame  day^  the 
vice-admiral,  who  continued  the  chafe  almolt 
alone,,  being  clofely  engaged  with  one  of 
the  enemy’s  (hips.,  had  his  right  leg  broken 
by  a  chain-fhot,  of  which  hurt  he  died  foont 
alter  at  Jamaica.  A  feventy-gun  (hip  of  the 
enemy  was  fo  difabled,  that,  had  the  vice-ad¬ 
miral  been  well  feconded,  (he  mult  infallibly 
have  fallen  into  his  hands  :  But,  for  want  of 
affifcance,  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  this 
advantage,  but  being  himlelf  dangeroufly 
wounded,  and  his  llrip  much  Chattered,  he  was 
at  lad  obliged  to  give  over  the  chafe.  Two  of 
his  captains  (viz,.  Kirkby  of  the  Defiance ,  and 
Wade  of  the  Greenwich)  were  afterwards  (hot, 
and  a  third  (viz,.  Conflable  ot  the  Wivdfor)  was 
cafhier’d  and  imprifon’d,  for  negled  of  duty. 

Monlieur  Du  Caffe  returning  from  the  Weff- 
Indies  with  his  four  men  of  war,  very  richly 
laden,  was  met  March  18,  172?,  by  vice-ad- 
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miral  Gray  don  with  four  fhips  of  like  force ; 
one  of  which  came  up  with.,  and  engaged  his 
fternmoft  (hip :  But  Du  Cajje,  making  the  bed 
of  his  way.,  efcaped  the  fecond  time. 

In  the  year  1703,  the  English,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  rear-admiral  Whet ff one ,  entering:  the 
french  haven  of  Petit-Guavas 5  took  or  deftroyed 
three  flout  privateers,,  and  four  merchant- 
fhips.  And  commadore  Walker ,  making  an  at¬ 
tempt  on  the  French  ifland  Guadalupe,  landed 
in  the  very  iace  of  the  enemy.,  and  took  the 
town.,  forcing  the  French  to  blow  up  the  fort 
and  cattle^  and  to  retire  into  the  woods:  Up¬ 
on  which.,  the  Englljh  plundered  and  burnt 
the  town,  and  deftroyed  the  country.  Nor 
were  thefe  the  only  lolies  fuftained  by  the  e- 
nemy.  For  about  the  fame  time,,  captain  John 
Leake  (  afterwards  Sir  John )  failing  with  a 
frnall  fquadron  to  Newfoundland ,  took  or  de¬ 
ftroyed  no  lefs  than  fifty-one  fhips^  and  ruin¬ 
ed  all  the  French  fettlements  on  the  ifland. 

After  thefe  exploits_,  nothing  remarkable 
happen’d  on  that  fide  of  the  globe,,  till  the  year 
1708  ;  when,  in  the  month  of  May,  comma¬ 
dore  Wager  (now  Sir  Charles )  with  three  men 
of  war,  and  a  fire-fhip,,  met  and  attack’d  the 
Spanljh  galleons,,  being  twelve  in  number^  in 
company  with  five  other  fhips.  The  comma¬ 
dore^  in  his  fhip  the  Expedition,  engaged  the 
Spanljh  admiral,,  carrying  fixty-four  guns^,  and 
fix  hundred  men,  which,  after  a  difpute  of  an 
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hour  and  an  half,  blew  up  with  many  (fume 
fay  thirty)  millions  of  pieces  of  eighty  value 
in  gold  and  lilver.  He  next  attack  d  the 
rear-admiral,  being  a  fhip  of  forty- foui  gun*> 
and  tho’  it  was  become  alrnoft  dark,  oblig¬ 
ed  her  to  furrender  with  a  cargoe  fo  confi- 
derable,  that  his  (hare  alone  was  (aid  to 
amount  to  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  Tim 
vice-admiral,  of  fixty-four  guns,  had  the  tor^ 
tune  to  efcape  from  the  other  EngUjh  (hips 
with  a  prodigious  treafure.  That  thole  three 
fhips  were  immenfely  rich  may  eahly  be  be¬ 
lieved  ,  both  becaufe  they  were  faid  to  have 
had  the  whole  treafure  of  gold  and  fnvei  a- 
board,  and  likewile,  becaufe  the  galleons  had 
not  returned  to  Europe  in  feveral  yeais.  An^* 
other  galleon,  of  forty  guns,  was  run  a-fhoarj 
foon  after  the  action,  and  blown  up,  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Englljh. 
Commadore  JEager^  for  his  bravery  fhewn  up¬ 
on  this  occasion,  was  afterwards  made  rear- 
admiral  of  the  Blue . 

Though  the  vice-admiral  of  the  galleons 
efcaped  for  that  time;  yet  (lie  never  arrived 
in  Spain .  For,  fome  time  after,  commadore 
Littleton ,  with  a  fquadron  of  five  men  of  war, 
giving  chafe,  on  the  coaft  of  New- Spain  ,  to 
four  fhips,  one  of  the  largeli,  being  the  men¬ 
tioned  vice-admiral,  was  taken  ;  But  molt  of 
the  treafure  had  a  little  before  been  removed 
a-board  a  French  man  of  war.  A  French  mer- 
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caLdTh6  ”atl.°%carryi«g  forty  guns,  and 
called  the  Iheus 3  foon  after. 


About  die  end  of  the  year  1709,  an  attempt 
was  made  upon  Tort-Royal,  on  the  coalt  of  No- 
'va-Scona,  in  North- America,  by  a  fquadron  of 
nve  frigates,  and  a  bomb-veffel,  under  com- 
n  Kid  ore  Martin,  and  a  body  of  two  thousand 
Jand-lorces,  commanded  by  colonel  Nkhollon. 
x  lie  troops  being  landed,  batteries  were  raif- 
ed  againlt  the  fort,-  wliich  playing  briskly 
upon  the  place,  at  the  lame  time  that  it  was 
Dombarded  from'  the  bomb-veffel,  the  French 
governor  was  foon  obliged  to  capitulate,  and 
the  Engiljh,  taking  poffeffion,  changed  the 
name  to  AnnapoUs-RoyaL  The  place  was  of 
conhderable  itrength,  being  furnilhed  with 
hxty  pieces  of  cannon  mounted,  and  defend¬ 
ed  by  a  good  garrifon. 

ioon  after  this,  a  project  was  formed  againlt 
Quebec,  the  chief  town  of  Canada,  likewile  in 
North  America .  The  attempt  was  made  in  the 
yCul  i7iij  by  ^ir  Hovenden  Walker ,  with  a  fqua¬ 
dron  of  men  of  war  and  a  number  of  tranf- 
pous,  having  on  board  feven  regiments  and 
a  battalion  of  marines,  under  command  of 
h.  readier  n  ...  hue  the  fleet,  being  advanced 
a  confiderable  way  up  the  river  of  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  was  lurpriled  with  a  thick  fog  (an 
inconvenience  to  which  that  river  is^very 
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fubjed)  fo  that,  not  knowing  how  to  fteer, 
eight  of  the  tranfports  were  driven  by  the 
Itream  on  the  rocks,  and  loft  with  eight  or 
nine  hundred  ioldiers  and  Teamen  .  Which 
misfortune  prevented  the  execution  of  the 
defign. 

Sir  Hovenden  Walker  was  lent  again,  the 
following  year,  with  a  fquadron  to  America  y 
but  nothing  remarkable  happened,  befides  the 
taking  of  a  few  prizes.  On  the  other  fide, 
a  French  fquadron  under  monlie ur  CaJJard)  with 
a  body  of  four  or  five  thoufand  land-forces, 
did  great  damage  on  the  iflands  Nevis  and 
St.  Cbrifiopher’s  :  But,  attempting  to  make  the 
fame  ravages  on  Monferaty  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  quit  the  ifland  with  precipitation,  upon 
the  approach  of  the  Englljh  fquadron. 

While  thefe  a&ions  paffed  between  the  fe- 
veral  governments  in  the  Wejlern  Ocean f  feme 
private  adventurers  of  Brijlol  undertook  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  South-Sea.  With  this 
view,  they  fitted  out  two  veflels  called  the 
Duke  and  the  Dutchefs ;  the  former  carrying 
thirty  guns  and  an  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  men,  the  latter  twenty-iix  guns,  and  a 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  captain  Woodes  Rogers  and  captain 
Stephen  Courtney .  Thefe  failed  from  Bristol  in 
the  beginning  of  Augup  1708,  taking  with 
them  the  noted  captain  Dumpier ,  whole  cele¬ 
brated  voyages,  in  that  Sea  and  round  the 

T  4  globe 


29$  Columna  Rofirata . 

globe  of  the  earth,  had  qualified  him  to  affift 
as  pilot.  In  April  1709,  after  having  taken 
Jeveral  considerable  prizes,  they  landed  on  the 
ifland  Puna  in  the  South-Sea ,  near  the  main 
land  of  Peru,  making  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
town,  and  feiztng  the  governor  of  the  ifland. 
They  next  attempted  the  town  of  Guayaquil  on 
the  coaft  of  Peru,  confifting  of  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  houfes,  and  beautified  with  three  church- 
es,-  which  place  was  Ukewife  taken  and  plun- 
deied  in  fpite  of  all  the  reliftance  of  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  Spaniards,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  ranfomed  (  together  with  two  new 
fhips,  of  four  hundred  tons  each,  and  feveral 
bai  qucs,  which  were  feized  on  the  river)  for 
thirty  thoufand  dollars,.  Going  farther  up  the 
uvei,  they  leized  fome  plate  and  other  things 
of  value,  which  they  found  partly  in  fome 
cannoes  which  wore  retiring  up  into  the 
country,  and  partly  in  the  houfes  along  the 
river  s  fide.  Sailing  from  thence,  they  took 
two  more  prizes,  and,  afterwards  landing  on 
the  mam,  they  plundered  a  Spanijh  village^ 
At  this  time,  the  money  and  prize-good s,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  owners  of  the  privateers’, 
were  computed  to  amount  to  eighty  thou¬ 
fand  pounds. 

Off  Puerto  Seguro ,  in  the  ifland  of  California , 
they  met,  and,  after  an  engagement  of  half  an 
hour,  took  a  (hip  belonging  to  Acapulco ,  of  i-our 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  carrying  twenty  guns, 

and 
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and  as  many  brafs  Pedreros.  The  fhip  came  from 
Manila ,  in  company  of  another  very  large  one, 
being  both  bound  home  with  Eafi-lndla  goods. 
The  cargoe  of  the  prize,  according  to  ciie  re¬ 
port  of  the  prifoners,  amounted  to  two  millions 
of  dollars .  They  afterwards  met  and  attack  d  tne 
greater  Acapulco-ihip  :  But  being  a  very  itrong 
new  lliip,  of  above  nine  hundred  tons  bur¬ 
then,  mounted  with  foity  guns,  and  as  ma¬ 
ny  brafs  Pedreros ,  and  manned  with  fix  hun¬ 
dred  feamen,  whereof  near  an  hundred  and 
fifty  were  Engllfo,  Info,  and  other  Europeans, 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  her,  after  having 
engaged  her  two  days  fucceffively,  and  both 
done,  and  Buffered,  confiderabie  damage. 
Hereupon,  they  refolved  to  return  home,  by 
the  way  of  the  Eajl-Indies ,  with  the  lefTer 
Manila-Ihiip ,  of  which  captain  Dover,  fecond 
captain  of  the  Duke ,  was  made  commander. 
They  happily  arrived  in  the  Dovms  with  the 
three  Blips,  Qttober  2d,  17 1  r,  after  having  fail¬ 
ed  round  the  globe  of  the  earth,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  years,  and  two  months  j  in 
which  voyage  they  had  taken  two  Spanlfo 
towns,  and  twenty  prizes. 

During  this  war,  the  French  privateers  had 
much  lefs  luccels,  than  in  the  former  war 
feveral  hundreds  of  them  being  either  taken 
or  deftroyed  by  the  Englifo  frigates.  The  e- 
nemy’s  lofs  in  (hips  of  the  royal  navy  (not 
^eluding  the  Spnlfo )  was  likewile  far  greater 
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than  that  of  the  Engl  ft  :  For  5tis  computed^ 
that  they  loft  fifty-two,  and  among  them  for¬ 
ty^  from  thirty  to  a  hundred  guns ,  whereas 
the  Englft  loft  but  thirty-eight,  and  among 
them  but  twenty-five,  from  thirty  to  eighty. 

Though  the  advantages  gained  to  the  Britijh 
nation  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  (which  put 
an  end  to  this  war)  fell  fhort  of  what  might 
have  been  expe&ed  from  the  glorious  fucceflcs 
of  their  arms,  both  by  Sea  and  Land  •  yet  the 
lettlement  of  the  iucceffion  to  the  crown  in 
the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Hanover ,  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  French  monarch  ;  The  union  of 
France  and  Spam  was  provided  againft  ;  The 
benefit  of  the  Ajftento  trade,  together  with  the 
privilege  of  fending  a  large  fhip  every  year  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  Spanft  Weft-Indies ,  was  granted  to 
the  South-Sea  Company ;  Gibraltar  and  the  lfland 
of  Minorca  were  yielded  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  :  Hudfon’s  Bay  and  Streights  were 
reftored,  and  all  damages,  fuftained  by  the 
Englijh  company  trading  thither,  made  good  : 
All  right  of  the  French  nation  to  any  part 
of  the  ifland  of  St,  Chriftophers  was  renounc¬ 
ed  :  Nova  Scotia  (or  Accadie)  as  alfo  the  city 
of  Fort-Royal  (now  called  Annapolis  Royal )  and 
their  dependencies,  were  left  in  poffeflion  of 
the  Brit  ft  nation  ;  Such  parts  of  Newfoundland 3 
as  were  polfcfs’d  by  the  French ,  were  given 
up  :  The  haven  and  fortifications  of  Dunkirk 
(which  had  coft  immenfe  fums)  were  filled  up3 
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and  entirely  demolifh’d  :  And,  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  his  prefent  majefty,  fmce  his 
happy  acceffion  to  the  crown,  a  flop  was 
put  to  the  making  of  the  new  canal  of  Mar - 
dyke ;  without  which,  the  demolifhing  ol  Dun¬ 
kirk  would  have  been  no  real  benefit  to  the 
Britijh  nation. 


CHAP.  VII. 

1 

An  ' Account  of  the  Britifh  Sea-Affairs,  from 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht  to  the  CelTation 
of  Arms  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain. 

THE  war  in  the  North  ("which  began  at 
the  end  of  the  laft  century)  between 
the  Czar  of  Adufcovy  and  the  kings  of  Denmark 
and  Voland  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  king  of 
hivtden  on  the  other,  continuing  to  give  great 
difturbance  to  the  commerce  of  the  Balticky 
a  fquaaron  of  men  of  war,  under  command 
of  Sir  John  Norris ,  admiral  of  the  Blue ,  was 
lent  about  tae  middle  of  May  171c,  to  pro¬ 
test  the  Britijh  trade  in  that  Sea.  This  pro¬ 
ceeding,  together  with  certain  late  engace- 
ments  with  fome  of  the  Northern  poWers,&fo 
exafperated  the  Swdijh  court,  that  they  en¬ 
tered 
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tered  into  meafures,  which  (tho’  purfued  with 
the  utmoft  fecrecy)  could  not,  it  feems,  be 
long  concealed  from  the  vigilance  and  pene¬ 
tration  of  the  Britijh  miniltry.  The  difcovery 
of  thofe  meafures  appeared,,  to  the  furprize 
ot  all  the  worlds  by  the  arrefting  of  count 
Gyllenberg ,  the  Swedijh  envoy  to  the  court  q£ 
Great  Britain ,  and  the  feizing  of  his  papers ; 
as  alfo  by  fecuring  the  perfon  and  papers  of 
"baron  Gortz, ,  the  Swedijh  minifter  in  Holland : 
Some  of  which  papers  being  afterwards  pub- 
lifhedj  it  was  feen  in  what  manner  a  defign 
had  been  carried  on  to  raife  a  rebellion  in 
Britain x  which  was  to  have  been  fupported  by 
an  invafion  from  Sweden .  The  conduct  of  Swe¬ 
den,  in  this  affair,  was  fo  refentedby  the  Bri¬ 
tijh  courts  that  the  commerce  with  that  king¬ 
dom  was  prohibited,  and  a  fquadron  of  thir¬ 
ty  (hips  was  fent  to  the  $altl<;k,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  George  Byng,  who  block’d  up  the 
Swedijh  fleet  in  Careljcroon ,  and  took  feveral 
fhips  by  way  of  reprifal,  for  damage  fuftained 
by  the  Britijh  merchants.  This  mifunderltand- 
ing  between  the  two  courts  continued,  till 
thedeath  of  the  late  king  of  Sweden ,  who  was 
killed_,  November  goth,  1718,  at  the  liege  of 
Frederikjhal  in  Norway  :  Soon  after  which,  mat¬ 
ters  were  adjufted  to  mutual  latisfadion. 

The  treaty  of  Utrecht ,  and  that  of  BaJen3 
which  followed  it,  did  not  fo  effectually  fet¬ 
tle  the  repofe  of  the  Southern  Barts  of  Europe,  as 

CO 
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to  leave  no  room  for  fears  and  jealoufies  of 
defigns  to  rekindle  a  war,  which  had  already 
produced  but  too  fatal  effeds.  Therefore, 
to  prevent  fo  great  a  mifchief,  a  treaty  was 
concluded  at  London ,  fo  early  as  the  year  1716^ 
between  the  emperor  and  Great  Britain ,  im_ 
porting  a  guaranty  of  the  emperor’s  domi¬ 
nions  in  Italy  (lately  taken  from  Spain )  and  an 
exprefs  promife  of  affiltance,  in  cafe  they 
fliould  be  invaded.  With  the  fame  view,  a 
Triple  Alliance  was  concluded  the  following  year 
at  the  Hague,  by  Great  Britain,  France ,  and  the 
United  Netherlands,  by  which  the  neutrality  of 
Italy  was  fettled.  But  neither  of  thefe  treaties 
having  fupplied  what  was  wanting  to  the  per- 
fedion  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Baden,  by 
adjuiting  the  differences  between  the  emperor 
and  the  king  of  Sicily  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
king  of  Spain  on  the  other,  and  Spain  having 
adually  invaded  and  taken  Sardinia  from 
the  emperor  ,*  therefore  another  alliance  was 
concluded  by  the  emperor,  Great  Britain,  and 
France,  and  ligned  at  London,  July  2 2d,  1718* 
fettling  the  conditions  of  a  f olid  peace  be¬ 
tween  his  imperial  majefty  and  the  king  of 
Spam ,  and  between  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
Sicily ;  to  which  treaty  the  ifates-general  af¬ 
terwards  acceding,  it  was  called  the  Quadruple 
Alliance . 

Great  endeavours  were  ufed,  before  ti  e 
iigning  of  this  treaty,  to  difpole  the  king  of 

Spain 


302  Cohmna  Roftrata. 

Spain  to  accept  the  conditions  therdfi  fet- 
tled_,  and  to  enter  into  it  jointly  with  the 
other  contracting  parties:  But,  thofe  endea¬ 
vours  proving  ineffectual,  a  fquadron  of  men 
of  war  was  difpatched  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  the  fame  year,  to  the  Mediterranean,  un¬ 
der  command  of  Sir  George  Byng-,  who,  before 
he  entered  that  Sea,  fent  advice  to  the  Spanljh 
minitter  of  the  order  he  had  to  oppofe  the 
defigns  of  Spain ,  if  perfifted  in. 

In  July,  the  marquis  de  Lede,  the  Spanljh  ge¬ 
neral  (who,  the  year  before,  had  reduced  Sar¬ 
dinia  which,  together  with  Naples ,  Milan,  and 
the  Spanljh  Netherlands ,  remained  in  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  poffeffion)  made  a  defcent  upon  Sicily, 
which  had  been  yielded  to  the  duke  of  Savoy 
with  the  title  of  king. 

His  imperial  majefty  was  no  fooner  ap-  - 
prifed  of  the  invafion  of  Sicily,  than  he  fenc 
order  to  the  vice-roy  of  Naples ,  to  give  all 
poffible  affiltance  to  the  king  of  Sicily’s  troops 
in  that  ifland.  Accordingly,  two  thoufand 
men  were  immediately  embarqu’d,  under  the 
command  of  general  Wetvel,  to  reinforce  the 
garrifon  of  the  citadel  of  MeJJlna  ■  which  troops 
Sir  George  Byng  (who  was  at  that  time  arrived 
with  his  fquadron  in  the  port  of  Naples')  took, 
under  his  convoy. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  Sir  George  came  with 
the  tranfports  off  the  point  of  Meffina,  and 

fent  captain  Saunders  on  (hear  with  a  letter 

to 
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to  the  marquis  de  Lede,  who  declared,  both 
in  the  conference  which  he  had  with  the 
captain,  and  in  the  anfwer  he  returned  to 
Sir  George’s  letter,  That  he  had  no  power  to 
treaty  and  that  he  would  purfue  his  orders}  which 
were ,  to  Jeiz,e  on  Sicily. 

The  Spanljh  fleet,  commanded  by  vice-admi¬ 
ral  Cafiagnetta,  upon  notice  of  the  Britijh  fqua- 
dron’s  approaching  the  coaft  of  Sicily ,  weighed 
anchor,  in  fome  confufion,  from  before 
Mejjlna ,  and  flood  through  the  Faro.  On  the 
50th,  as  Sir  George  was  ftanding  in  towards 
Mejjlna ,  he  received  advice,  that  the  mentioned 
fleet  were  in  fight  of  the  Calabrian  fhore  ;  up¬ 
on  which,  he  refolved  to  follow  them.  On 
the  approach  of  the  Britijh  fquadron,  they 
drew  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  lo  bore  away. 
But  the  Britijh  admiral,  obferving  their  re¬ 
treat,  ordered  four  of  his  belt  failors  to  make 
whac  fail  they  could  to  come  up  with  them, 
himfelf  following  with  the  reft  of  his  fqua¬ 
dron. 

.  On  the  31ft  in  the  morning,  the  fleets  being 
pretty  near  each  other,  captain  Walton  (now 
Sir  George)  in  the  Canterbury ,  was  lent  with  the 
Argyle  and  fix  fhips  more,  to  follow  part  of 
the  Spanljh  fleet,  which  went  in  with  the  fhore  • 
who  coming  up  with  them,  one  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  fired  a  broad-fide  on  the  Argyle  j  upon 
which  an  engagement  enfued.  The  reft  of 
the  Britijh  fquadron  following  the  grofs  of 
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the  Spamjh  fleet,  the  Spaniards  fired  their  ftern« 
Chafe  at  them  :  However,  having  orders  not 
to  engage j  unlefs  the  Spaniards  repeated  their 
firing,  they  made  no  return  at  firlt.  But,  the 
Spanijn  flups  firing  again,  the  Orford  man  of 
war  attack  d  tile  Santa  Rofa  of  fixty  guns, 
which,  after  a  fhort  refiftance,  {truck.  The 
St.  Charles ,  iikewife  of  fixty  guns,  Itruck  next, 
without  much  oppolicion,  and  was  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  by  the  Kent.  The  Prince  of  Kfiuriai 
Of  feventy  guns,  commanded  by  rear-admiral 
Chacon ,  was  icon  after  taken  by  the  Breda 
and  Captain .  About  one  o’clock,  the  Kent 
and  Superb  engaged  the  Spanljh  admiral,  called 
the  Royal-Philips  and  carrying  feventy-four 
guns,  which,  with  her  two  feconds,  main¬ 
tained  a  retreating  fight,  till  about  three;  at 
which  time,  the  Superb  laid  the  admiral  a- 
board,  failing  on  her  weather-quarter  :  But 
the  admiral  (hiking  her  helm,  and  avoiding 
her,  the  Superb  ranged  up  under  her  lee- 
quarter  ,•  upon  which,  fhe  itruck  to  her.  The 
Junoy  of  thirty-fix  guns,  was  taken  next  by 
the  Ejjex  ;  and  the  Volant e  of  forty  Tour,  by 
the  Montague  and  Rupert .  Sir  George  Byng>  in 
the  Barfieuty  was  attack’d  by  two  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  (one  of  which  was  admiral  Guevara ) 
which  he  beat  off,  and  purfued  alone,  till  to-  . 
wards  night,  tho1  in  vain.  But  rear-admi¬ 
ral  De  la-Val  chafed,  and  took  the  If  abed  a  of 
iixcy  guns. 
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la  the  mean  time,  captain  Walton  was  deep* 
ly  engaged  with  the  other  part  of  the  Spanlfi 
fleec  0f  which  he  took  a  rear-admiral  of 
fixty  guns,  called  the  Boyal^  and  commanded 
by  the  marquis  Marl,  as  alio  two  others  of 
fifty- four  and  forty,  (the  latter  being  the  fhip 
that  fired  on  the  Argylej  and  a  frigate  of  twen¬ 
ty-four  guns  j  befides  a  fhip  laden  with  aims, 
and  a  bomb-veflel.  He  likewife  burnt  one 
man  of  war  of  fifty-four  guns,  two  of  for¬ 
ty,  one  of  thirty,  a  fire-lhip,  a  bomb-veflel, 
and  a  fattee. 

This  fight  happened  off  Syracufe.  The  Spa¬ 
nlfi  fleet  confided  of  twenty-fix  men  of  war, 
great  and  fmall,  two  fire-fhips,  four  bomb- 
veflels,  feven  gallies,  and  feveral  fhips  with 
flores  and  provifions.  The  Brltlfi  fquadron 
was  compofed  of  twenty-one  fhips  of  war^ 
(all  third  and  fourth  rates,  except  one  fe_ 
cond,  and  one  fifth)  two  fire-fhips,  and  two 
or  three  bomb-vefleis. 

From  the  above  relation  it  appears,  that 
though  the  Spaniards  at  firft  retired  in  a  line, 
yet  they  foon  fell  into  confufion,  and  fo 
were  attack’d  by  the  Brltijh  fiiips,  as  they 
could  be  overtaken.  But,  that  molt  of  the 
Spanlfi  fhips  were  attack’d  by  three  or  four, 

and  others  by  fix  or  feven  at  once  (as  is 
affirmed  in  the  account  publifhed  by  order 
of  the  marquis  de  Beretti  Landl,  the  Spanlfi 
ambaffador,  at  the  Hague )  rnuft  either  be 
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owned  to  be  falfe,  or  if  true,  it  muft  be 

contefs’d  to  refled:  difhonour  on  the  Spanijb 

nation :  As  may  appear  by  the  following  re¬ 
marks.  ° 

The  mentioned  account  fays.  That  feven 
ffiips  oi  the  Britijh  fquadron  attack’d  the 
Royal  Philip,  about  two  in  the  afternoon,-  and 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  three  others  engaged 
the  Prince  of  Ajturias  :  The  former  of  which 
is  laid  to  have  made  a  very  brave  defence, 
till  towards  night  j  and  the  latter  is  affirmed 
to  have  fought,  til!  ffie  was  quite  difabled, 
and  moil:  of  her  men  were  loft.  If  this  be 
true,  ’tis  plain,  that  ten  of  the  Britijh  ffiips 
weie  at  once  engaged  with  only  two  of  the 
Spaniards ,  while  (as  that  account  owns}  feven 
more  were  in  adion  with  the  marquis  Mari 
and  his  diviiion,  confiding  of  eight  men  of 

wai  and  frigates.  But  if  fo,  tis  clear,  there 
were  feventeen  out  of  twenty-one  Britifh  ffiips 
employed,  for  a  confiderable  time,  againft  but 
ten  of  the  Spaniards.  The  query  which  na¬ 
turally  refults  from  this,  is.  Where  were 
then  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh  ffiips,  that  either 
were  not  yet  taken,  or  that  afterwards  made 
their  efcape  ?  Were  the  four  remaining  ffiips 
of  the  Briiifh  fquadron  a  match  for  fo  ma¬ 
ny  :  Or,  were  thofe  Spaniards  fo  difpirited, 
as  to  defert  their  admiral,  and  flee,  when 
there  was  fcarce  any  to  purfue  ? 


But 
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But  to  proceed  :  In  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  war  was  proclaimed  againft  Spain  both 
by  Great  Britain  and  France ,  by  virtue  ol  the 
third  feparate  article  of  the  laft  treaty  of 
London  which  obliged  the  contracting  pari¬ 
ties  to  unite  againft  that  prince,  who  re- 
fufed  to  confent  to  peace. 

In  April,  the  following  year,  the  French  en¬ 
tered  Spain  with  a  confiderable  army  j  where 
they  foon  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Port- 
PaJJage  and  Fontarabia.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
Spaniards,  depending  on  the  affiftance  of  the 
difaffeCted  Highlanders,  landed  a  battalion,  con- 
filling  of  about  four  hundred  men-,  in  Scot-* 
land .  But,  though  they  were  joined,  accord® 
ing  to  expectation,  by  a  body  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen  hundred  Highlanders  ,  yet  being  at¬ 
tack’d  by  general  Wlghtman ,  at  Glenjhil,  they 
were  defeated.,  and  made  prifoners,  after 
having  loft  great  part  of  their  ammunition, 
by  the  taking  of  Donan-Caflle ,  which  was 
reduced  by  captain  Boyle  ot  the  Worcefter  man 
of  war.  In  this  battle  the  King  s  troops 
(  according  to  general  Wlghtman  s  letter  ) 
were  not  above  half  the  number  of  the 
enemy’s. 

The  French  army  in  Spain ,  headed  by  the 
duke  of  Berwick,  having  formed  the  liege  of 
St.  Sebaftlan ,  were  affifted  by  a  Bntljh  fqua- 
dron,  under  commadore  Johnfon.  During  the 

U  2  liege, 
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fiege,,  a  defign  was  executed  againlt  St.  An- 
tonio,  a  neighbouring  fea-port,  by  a  body  of 
French  troops,  in  conjun&ion  with  home 
Britijh  failors.  The  troops,  confiding  of  fe- 
ven  hundred  and  filty  men,  under  command 
of  the  chevalier  de  Givry}  major-general,  and 
monheur  La  Motte,  brigadier,  were  fhipp’d  on 
ooard  feveral  tranlports,  and  convoyed  by 
the  Britijh  fquadron.  Being  arrived  before 
the  place,  they  round  that  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  which  was  narrow,  was  fortifi- 
ed  with  bread-works  and  batteries,  on  which 
were  planted  near  fifty  pieces  of  cannon. 
Therefore  it  was  not  thought  advifeable  to 
attempt  to  force  a  paiTage,  but  rather  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  lanci  in  a  fandy  bay  on  the  back 
of  the  town,  to  the  wedward  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  But  the  roughnefs  of  the  Sea,  and 
the  precautions  uled  by  the  enemy  (who  had 
raifed  two  batteries,  and  drawn  down  about 
fix  hundred  men  to  prevent  it)  obliged  them 
to  go  a  little  farther  to  the  wedward  ,•  where 
the  Sea  being  fbmewhat  fmoother,  and  the 
enemy  unprepared  to  receive  them,  they 
landed  in  a  Idler  bay,  without  any  confide- 
rable  lofs.  Alter  the  landing,  two  hundred 
Britifl)  failors  being  joined  with  the  foldiers, 
they  marched  to  the  Spanijh  batteries  on  the 
fil'd  mentioned  bay,  which  they  found  aban¬ 
doned.  Here  the  magidrates  of  the  town 

came 
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came  to  make  their  fubmiffion,  informing 
them  that  both  the  town  and  torts  were 
left  by  the  garrifon.  Whereupon,  entering 
the  place,  they  marched  1  trait  to  the  nai 
hour,  where  were  two  forts,  and  forty-feven 
pieces  of  cannon  planted  on  the  mole,  a  l 
loaded  ;  which  they  either  bur  ft  or  nailed. 
They  then  proceeded  to  the  (hip-yards,  where 
they  found  three  men  of  war  on  the  flocks, 
one  of  feventy,  and  the  others  of  lixty  guns 
each:  The  feventy-gun  fhip  was  deck  d,  and. 
almoft  ready  for  launching;  but  the  others 
were  not  quite  fo  forward.  rude  the  fai 
ors  burnt  to  the  ground,  as  alto  a  vaft quan¬ 
tity  of  planks,  fufficient  for  the  building  <d 
five  or  fix  men  of  war  ;  and  fo  the  whole 
body  returned,  without  icfs,  to  tneir  fliips. 

The  following  month,  (being  September , 
1719,  )  vice-admiral  Mlghels ,  with  a  fquadion 
of  men  of  war  and  tranfports,  having  a- 
board  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  commanded 
by  the  lord  vifcount  Cebham ,  aflilted  at  an 

attempt  on  the  town  ot  , 

tered  the  harbour  on  the  29th,  and  his  lord- 
fnip,  with  the  grenadiers,  being  immediate¬ 
ly  landed,  about  three  miles  from  the  town, 
drew  up  on  the  beach.  On  the  lit  of  Ottober, 
his  lordfhip  moved  towards  the  piace;  upon 
which,  the  garrifon  nailed  the  cannon,  fee 

fire  to  the  carriages,  and  retired  out  of  the 

U  5  town 
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town  into  the  citadel.  The  £„>,;/&  forccs 
immediately  took  polTeffion  of  the  town  and 
tort  S.  Sebafiian,  which  was  likewife  a- 
bandoned  by  the  enemy.  On  the  third,  the 
citadel .  was  bombarded  from  a  bomb-veffeb 
with  little  execution,  by  reafon  of  the  di¬ 
stance  ;  But  the  mortars  being  brought  a- 
ihore,  to  the  number  of  forty  or  fifty,  great 
and  final!,  they  began  to  play  the  fame 
^  L*  and  continued  playing  four  days, 
with  great  fuccefs.  On  the  fourth,  the  bat- 
taring  cannon  was  landed,  and  placed  in  bat- 
tCiy  on  fort  St.  SebaJHan  :  Whereupon,  the 
citadel  being  fummoned,  it  foon  furrendered. 

ie  garrifon  which  was  let c,  confifting  of 
four  hundred  and  fixty-nine  men  (officers  in¬ 
cluded  )  marched  out,  according  to  articles 
on  the  tenth.  It  appeared,  that  about  three 
hundred  men  of  the  garrifon  had  been  killed 
and  wounded  by  the  bombs,-  whereas  the 
befiegers  had  but  two  officers,  and  three  or 
four  private  men  killed.  In  the  town  were 
found  about  fixty  pieces  of  large  iron  can¬ 
non,  and  in  the  citadel  forty-three  pieces 
(whereof  fifteen  were  brafs)  and  two 'large 
mortars beildes  two  thoufand  barrels  of 
powder,  and  feveral  chefts  of  arms,  contain¬ 
ing  about  eight  thoufand  muskets.  Thefe 
iiores,  and  the  brafs  cannon,  as  alfo  the 
troops  in  garrifon,  were  defigned  to  have 

been 
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been  employed  in  the  invafion  of  Great  Bri 
tain.  Seven  fhips  were  feized  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  three  of  which  were  fitting  out  tor 
privateers,  one  carrying  twenty-four  guns. 

After  the  taking  of  Vigo ,  the  lord  Cobh  am 
fent  major-general  Wade,  with  a  thoufand 
men,  a-board  four  tranfports,  to  the  upper 
end  of  the  bay,  where  they  landed  on  the 
fourteenth,  and  marched  co  Fonte-Vedro ,  which 
they  took  poffeftion  of,  without  oppoficionj 
the  magiitrates  ot  the  town  meeting  them 
with  the  keys.  In  the  place  were  lound  two 
forty-eight  pounders,  four  twenty-four  poun¬ 
ders,  fix  eight  pounders,  and  four  mortars, 
all  brals  ,•  befides  feventy  pieces  of  iron  can¬ 
non,  two  thoufand  fmah  aims,  ana  foum 
bombs :  All  which,  except  the  twenty-four 
pounders,  were  embarqu  d  and  brougnt  to 
England. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  British  fquadron,  in 
the  Mediterranean ,  was  employed  to  block  up 
the  haven  of  Mejjina  in  Sicily ,  while  an  im¬ 
perial  army  belieged  the  city,  by  land  :  On 
which  occalion,  they  did  great  fervice,  by 
taking  poffeffion  ol  Fort- Far adijo,  and  deftioy- 
ing  divers  large  men  of  war  in  the  har¬ 
bour. 

Several  other  aflions,  tho’  of  lefs  confequence, 
happened  on  the  Spanijh  coalt,  which  was  kept 
in  continual  alarm. 

U  4  At 
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At  laft,  the  king  of  Spain  3  feeing  ail  his 
mealures  difconcerced  his  fea-ports  taken, 
ms  naval  force  entirely  broken,  and  his 
coaits  infill  ted  on  every  fide,  grew  weary 
of  the  wai,  and  dilcharged  his  prime  mi~ 
nirter,  the  cardinal  Aiberoni who  had  been 
the  chief  proje&or  and  fomenter  of  it,,  or¬ 
dering  him  to  quit  his  dominions.  In  Ja- 
ntlary  i720j  his  catholick  majefty  accepted 
the  conditions  of  peace  propofed  to  him  by 
Great  Britain  and  France :  Upon  which,,  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms_,  took  place.,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  on  the  laft  of  February 
following. 
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Heptarchy,  What,  p.  18. 

Hijpaniola,  liland  of,  at¬ 
tempted  in  vain,  p.  141. 

Hopfon  Rear-Adfniral,  breaks 
the  Boom  at  Vigo,  p.  274. 

Howard  Lord  Edward ,  unfor¬ 
tunately  loft  in  board¬ 
ing  a  French  Ship,  p .  49- 

Howard  Lord  Thomas ,  takes 
Morlaix  and  ravages  the 
Coaft  of  France ,  p.  50. 

Howard  Lord  Charles ,  com¬ 
mands  againft  the  Spanijh 
Armada,  p ,  64,  Beats  the 
Spaniards  at  Cadiz,  p.  73. 

Holms  Sir  Robert,  takes  N^n?- 
Nethtrland,  p.  155,  as  alfo 
feverol  Forts  on  the  Coaft 
of  Guinea ,  p .  151,  He 
burns  the  Town  of  Bmz- 
daris  and  deftroys  the 
Dutch  Ships  in  the  FTc, 
p.  183,  He  attacks  the 
Smyrna  Fleet,  />. 

209. 

Hubert  de  Bourg  gains  a  Victo¬ 
ry  over  the  at  Sea, 
p.  3 <5. 

J 

Jamaica,  taken,  142. 

Jennings  Sir  yo&w,  behaves 
himfelf  bravely  in  the 
Fight  near  Malaga,  p.  278. 

Ireland  conquer’d  by  the 
EngliJJ),  p .  30, 

K 

Kt mp thorn  Sir  John,  hi$  Bra¬ 

very,  p.  204, 


L 

Lancafter  John,  his  Voyage, 
p-  7?. 

Sir  John,  deftroys  the 
Settlements  in  New¬ 
foundland, p.  292,  Relieves 
Gibraltar,  p ,  280,  281, 

Takes  a  French  Fleet  la¬ 
den  with  Provifions,  p . 
287. 

Levifon  Sir  Richard ,  defeats 
the  Spanijh  Gallies  and 
takes  a  rich  Carack,  p. 
76. 

Lewis  Son  of  Philip  the  Ali¬ 
gn  f  of  France,  is  invited 
to  accept  the  Crown  of 
England,  p.  32,  Is  defeated 
both  by  Sea  and  Land, 

P-  35,  3&- 

Lisbon,  the  Englijh  take  poll 
in  the  Suburbs,  p.  69. 

Life  Lord,  takes  the  City 
of  Edinburgh,  and  fets  it 
on  Fire,  together  with 
Leith  and  Hadington,  p.  50* 

M 

Majorca  I  Hand  of,  taken,  p* 
283 . 

Manfel  Sir  Robert ,  deftroys 
feveral  Spanijh  Gallies,  p. 
7  6, 

Mar igal ante,  a  French  Xfland, 
plunder'd,  p ,  267. 

Maurice  Prince,  is  loft  in  a 
Hurricane,  p.  88, 

MeJJina  in  Sicily,  feiz’d,  p.  3  1. 

Mings  Rear-Admiral.LIisBra- 

.ver y>  p-  1 74* 

Minorca  Iflaad  of?  taken,  p» 
287,  Monk 
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Monk  General,  beats  the 
Dutch  off  Newport,  p.  124, 
Beats  them  near  the  Coaft 
of  Holland,  and  kills  Tromp , 
P *  13°,  Too  boldly  en¬ 
gages  the  Dutch  Fleet,  p. 
167.  Beats  De  Ruyter ,  p . 
178. 

Mountague ,  fee  Earl  of  SW- 
wlch. 

Mourning,  the  Time  of 
wearing  it  limited  by 
Proclamation  in  Spain, 
?•  67. 


N 

Nevis  Ifland  of,  plunder’d  by 

the  French,  p,  295. 

Newfoundland.  Knglijb  Settle¬ 
ments  there  ruin’d  by 
the  French,  p.  2 68.  French 
Settlements  deftroy’d  by 
the  Englljl ,  p.  292. 

Nombre  de  Dios  taken  and 
left,  p.  58,  taken  and 
burnt,  p.  72. 

Normandy.  Conquer’d  by  the 
Englljl,  p.  30. 

Norris  Sir  John ,  General. 

\  His  Expedition  to  Por- 
tugal,  68. 

Norris  Sir  John ,  Admiral. 
Takes  polTellion  of  the 
French  Lines  near  the 
River  Far,  p.  285. 

North-call  Paffage.  When 
the  Difcovery  was  firll 
attempted,  p.  48. 

North-weft  Pafiage.  Who 
firll  attempted  a  Difco- 
Very?  f.  57* 


O 

Obdam,  Admiral  of  Holland. 
His  Ship  blown  up,  p. 

161. 

Oleron.  Sea-laws  compiled 
there,  p.  31. 

Olomie ,  a  Town  in  France , 
bombarded,  p.  2 66. 


P 

Palamos  bombarded,  p.  26$. 

Petit  Guavas  taken,  p.  260 , 
French  Ships  taken  and 
dellroy’d  there,  p.  292. 

Philpot  Mr.  an  Alderman  of 
London,  takes  many  Spanijh 
Ships,  p<  42. 

Pointy,  French  Admiral  e- 
fcapes,  p.  268, and  p.  269, 
Several  of  his  Ships  taken 
and  dellroy’d,  p.  280. 

Ponte  Vedro  taken,  p.  311. 

Port  St.  Mary's  plunder’d, 
p.  272. 

Portugueze  Snips  taken,  p.  88. 

Port-Royal  in  Nova  Scotia  taken 

p -  294. 

Pretender  attempts  to  land 
in  Scotland,  p .  286. 

Q 

Quadruple  Alliance  conclud¬ 
ed,  p.  301.  . 

Quebec, the  Capital  of  Canada % 
taken,  p.  84,  A  Defign 
againll  it  mifearries,  p. 
294, 

R 
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R 

Raleigh  Sir  Walter.  His  firft 
Expedition  to  Guiana,  p. 
78,  His  lecond  Expedi¬ 
tion  and  Death,  p-  81. 

Rhe ,  Iiland  of,  plunder’d  by 
the  Englijh,  p.  47,  The 
Englifl)  repuls’d,  p.  85. 

Richard  I,  King  of  England, 
feixes  Mejjina,  p.  31,  Con¬ 
quers  Cyprus,  Ibid.  Beats 
the  Saracens  at  Sea,  Ibid. 
Compiles  the  Sea-Laws 
of  Oleron,  Ibid. 

Riman  George,  his  Voyage  to 
the  Eajl-Indies,  p.  79. 

Rio  de  la  Hash  a  plunder’d  and 
burnt,  p.  72. 

Rook  Sir  George,  takes  Gibral¬ 
tar,  p.  277,  Beats  the 
French  Fleet  near  Malaga, 

p >  278. 

Rupert  Prince,  commands  at 
Sea,  p.  234,  238,  242. 

Ruffel,  Earl  of  Or  ford,  de¬ 
feats  the  French  Fleet  near 
La  Hogue,  p  259. 

De  Ruyter,  Dutch  Admiral, 
his  good  ConduT,  p.  *  76, 
Is  infulted  by  the  Mob, 
p.  22S. 

S 

St.  Antonio  taken  and  Spanijh 
Ships  burnt,  p.  308. 

S*.  Chriflopher  s  Iiland  of,  ta¬ 
ken  by  the  Englijh,  p.  266, 
Plunder’d  by  the  French, 
p.  295. 

St.  Domingo  (the  Town) taken 
and  ranfom’d,  p.  60,  The 
liknd  plunder’d;  p.  268, 


St.  Helena  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  retaken  by  the  Englijh, 
p.  230. 

St.  Juan  de  Puerto  Rico  taken, 

p.  7  8 . 

St.  Halo's  bombarded,  p  2 6$. 

St.  Martins  bombarded,  p* 
266. 

Sandwich  Earl  of,  takes  and 
deftroys  the  Galleons,  p. 
142,  Takes  many  Dutch 
Ships,  p.  165,  His  brave 
Defence  and  Death,  p. 
219. 

S^/,  Moorijh  Ships  burnt, 
p»  ^ 

Saracens,  defeated  at  Sea, 

p.  31. 

Sardinia,  Iiland  of,  taken, 
p.  287: 

Saxons.  Fiuiii  whence  they 
came  into  Britain,  p,  1  .Ex¬ 
pert  in  Sea- Affairs,  Ibid. 

Scythia,  its  Extent,  p.  id. 

Shovel  Sir  CloudeJIey,  behaves 
himfelf  bravely,  p.  251, 
255,  Is  loft,  p.  285. 

Slays.  The  Englijh  defeat  the 
French  in  the  Harbour,  p« 

44* 

Southampton,  burnt  by  the 
French,  p.  39,  The  French 
repuls’d,  Ibid. 

Spanijh  Armada,  defeated  p. 
64. 

Spencer  Henry,  Eifhop  of 
Norwich,  gains  a  great 
Viftory  at  Sea,  p.  43. 

Sprag  Admiral  his  Death 
and  Character,  p.  245. 

Surinam,  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
p.  189,  Retaken  by  the 
Englijh,  p.  19 1 ,  Reftored 
to  the  Dutch  by  the  Treaty 
of  Breda,  p.  202. 


Smuts, 


Sieves,  a  moft  warlike  Vig*.  French  and  Spanijh  Ships 
Nation,  p.  16,  19.  taken  and  burnt  there,  p. 

274,  Taken,  p.  310. 

Vlie.  Dutch  Ships  burnt  there, 
T  p.  183. 


Tkoulov  bombarded,  p.  285. 
Tiptrt  Robert,  Englijh  Admiral, 
defeats  the  French  at  Sea, 

i>-  37‘ 

Tobago  Ifland  of,  taken  from 
th q  Dutch, p.  189,  and  230. 
Torrington  Earl  of  ( Herbert )  an 
Account  of  his  Conduct 
in  a  certain  Engagement, 
p .  256. 

Tourville ,  French  Admiral, 
gains  an  Advantage,  p. 
25 <5,  Is  defeated,  p.  259- 
Treaty  of  Whitehall ,  />.  149? 
Of  Breda, p.  200, Of  Rejivick, 
p.  269,  Of  Utrecht,  p.  298, 
Of  London,  p .  301. 

Triple  Alliance  concluded, 
^  205. 

Tripoli.  Corfairs  burnt  by  Sir 
Yarborough,  p.  251. 
Tromp  Martin,  Dutch  Admiral, 
kill’d,  1  3  1. 

TmV.  Corfairs  deftroy’d  by 
p,  143. 

u 

Umfreville  Sir  Robert,  ravages 
the  Coaft  of  Scotland,  and^ 
burns  the  Capital  Ship  of 
that  Kingdom,  p.  45* 


Wager  Sir  Charles,  takes  and 
deftroys  fome  Spanijh  Gal¬ 
leons,  p.  292. 

Walton  Sir  George,  aflifts  in 
defeating  the  Spaniards  on 
the  Coaft  of  Sicily,  J>.  30$'. 

Wheeler  Sir  Francis,  loft  in  a 
Storm,  p.  263. 

William  of  Normandy,  claim’d 
the  Crown  of  England  as 
his  Right,  p.  12,  Never 
affumed  the  Title  oi Con¬ 
queror,  Ibid. 

Winter  William  Captain,  De¬ 
feats  the  French  near  Guern - 

fih  ?  st. 

De  Wit  John,  contrives  the 
Affront  atChatham,  p.  19  r, 
Is  \  murther’d  together 
with  his  Brother  at  the 
Hague,  p,  228. 

Y 

York  Duke  of,  is  fuccefsful 
againft  the  Dutch  at  Sea, 
p.  160,  and  p .  222. 

Yvica  Ifland  of, taken, p.  2S  3 . 


Variation  of  the  Needle, 
by  whom  difeover  d,  ?• 
43. 


